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INTRODUCTION. 



It is now twenty-five years since a History 
and Genealogy of the Davenport Family was 
published by the undersigned. But few 
works of the kind had, at that period, been 
undertaken. 8ince then they have been 
greatly multiplied, and their importance gen- 
erally recognized as tending to illustrate the 
history of the first colonies of our country, 
and in perpetuating the early record of the 
prominent families who were engaged in those 
settlements. 

As there have been numerous shoots, and 
oflFshoots, of our Family Tree, for the past- 
quarter of a century, it is now proposed to 
print a Supplement to the volume then issued, 
repeating, briefly, the record of the past gen- 
erations, and bringing down the lines of de- 
scent to the present time ; with such correc- 
tions and additions as have come to the hands 
of the writer, or which he may have been able 
to gather. 

The former edition having now for some 
years been nearly exhausted, its editor has 
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been repeatedly solicited to re-write the work, 
in an enlarged form. This he has declined to 
do, but will aim, rather, at giving the increase, 
or family "development," for the period 
above indicated, leaving it for others who 
may come after him to enlarge and perpetu- 
ate a work in which he is happy to have 
been a pioneer. 

It was hoped that copies of some letters 
of Rev. John Davenport to Lady Digby, said 
to exist in the British Museum, and supposed 
to have been written about the time of his 
sojourn in Holland, or first settlement of the 
New Haven Colony, might have been obtain- 
ed for this work, but it has been impossible to 
procure them. One. however, written by him 
• to Lady Mary Vere, in 1639, and not found 
in my former volume, communicated by Rev. 
John Waddington, of London, and published 
in the N^ew England Historical and Genealog- 
ical Register for April, 1855, will be ^iven. 
From that letter we learn, that his only 
child, John, then a mere lad, did not accom- 
pany his parents on their coming to Amer- 
ica in 1637, but was left in the care of 
kind friends in London and arrived in Quinni- 
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piac, (New Haven,) in 1639, ''in the first ship 
that ever cast anchor in this placed 

Continuous thanks are due to Rev. Leon- 
ard Bacon, D. D., for invaluable aid drawn, 
both in previous and present edition, from his 

*' Historical Discourses," (published in 1839,) 
** On the completion of Two Hundred Years 
from the beginning of the First Church in 
New Haven,'' — a monument to the industry, 
research and eloquence of one who has stood, 
for over fifty years, as a successor of John 
Davenport, in the pastoral office of that church. 

Mr. Franklin B. Dexter, A. M., Secretary 
and Assistant Librarian of Yale College, has 
recently read before the New Haven Colony 
Historical Society, a very interesting paper, 
upon '* The Life and Writings of John Daven- 
port," containing much information newly 
gathered by him, from the records of Coven- 
try and London — which will soon be published 
by that Society. 

William L. Kingsley, J]sq., also of New Ha- 
ven, son of the late learned Prof Kingsley, is 
now preparing for the press, (in two large 
quarto volumes,) a history of Yale College, 
in the first chapter of which he shows most con- 
clusively, that that institution, although not 
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established till several years later, owes its 
origin to the influence and efforts of this John 
Davenport ; and even more than intimates 
that it should have received its name from 
him. 

Another item of interest brought to light 
since the date of previous publication is the 
discovery of the Christian name, and date of 
death, of the wife of Mr. Davenport. 

In the Kings Chapel Burial Grounds, in the 
City of Boston, was dug up by Mr. Thomas 
Bridgman, ** New England's Old Mortality," 
in October, 1851, near the tomb of Governor 
Winthrop, and not far from the grave of her 
husband, a monument with the following in- 
scription : 

'' Here lyeth buried 

y*' body of 
MRS ELIZABETH DAVENPORT 

wife of Mr John Davenport 

aged 73 years 
dec'^ September y** 15^^ 1676." 

Evidences have come to the knowledge of 
the writer, since the date of former edition, 
tending to settle the conflicting statements of 
Anthony Wood, in his Athena> Oxonienscs, 
and of Cotton Mather, in his Magnalia Christ! 
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Americana, as to the relationship of Christo- 
pher Davenport, whose religious name was 
PVanciscus a Sancta Clara, and our J. D. 

Wood asserts that they were brothers, and 
makes each '*son of John, bv P]lizabeth Wol- 
ley his wife, and grandson of Henry,'' who was 
Mayor of Coventry. Wood's testimony — for 
he was cotemporary with both, and is said to 
have had a personal acquaintance with (.Chris- 
topher — has heretofore been considered con- 
clusive, and almost universally followed. 

Mather, who was a grandson of Rev. John 
Cotton, a most intimate friend of Davenport, 
says, '^ Ids father was Mayor of Coventry,^' and 
that the Franciscan, **was not a brother, as a 
certain looodden historian has said, but a kins- 
mail'' 

Mr. Dexter, before preparing the paper 
above referred to, visited Coventry, and in the 
Register of baptisms in the Church of the 
Holy Trinity of that city, among other fami- 
liar surnames, (Shakespeares included,) found 
the entry of the baptism of **John Daven- 
port, son of Henry, April 9th, 1597.'' 

In the same Register he also noted the 
baptism of " Christopher Davenport, son of 
Henry, Oct. 1. 1590.'' and inferred that tliis 
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might have been the famous Franciscan, al- 
though the date of his baptism was some 
eight years earlier than that invariably assign- 
ed to his birth. But from my Coventry pedi- 
gree, (Harl. MSS. 1100, fol. 109,) I was at 
once enabled to settle this point ; for Christo- 
pher, the third son of Henry, was married to 
Frances Higginson, and had a daughter Eliza- 
beth ; was Alderman of Coventry, and Justice 
of the Peace in 1619, and was the Christo- 
pher Davenport who was Mayor of Coventry 
in 1641, thus confirming the statement of Ma- 
ther versus Wood, that ** John was the son of 
a Mayor,'' (Henry,) and also, that the famous 
Christopher *' was not a brother but a kins- 
man/' 

John is named in the Pedigree as the Jifth 
son of Henry, and Barnabas — whose mother's 
maiden name was Barnabit — as the first, who 
had one son Christopher, and the evidence 
from the pedigree clearly indicates that the 
"kuismaii" was a nephew, (son of Barnabas,) 
although but one year younger than John. 

In the State Paper Office, in London, is a 
letter from John Davenport to Sir Edward 
Conway, the principal Secretary to the King, 
dated Oct. 1624, a day or two after his elec- 
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tion to the vicarage of St. Stephen's, in Cole- 
man street, in which he says ''Yea myne own 
Father and Vncle who are Aldermen of the citty 
of Coventry y 

Before the Municipal Reform Act, no per- 
son was eligible to the office of Mayor who 
had not previously filled the office of Cham- 
berlain and Sheriff. The Ex-Mayors were, 
and are now, usually chosen to the Alderman- 
cy. 

The Leet Books and Annals of Coventry, 
show the election of Edward Davenport as 
Chamberlain in 1534, as Sheriff in 1540, and 
Mayor in 1550. 

Christopher Davenport was Sheriff in 1693, 
and Mayor hi 1602. 

Henry Davenport was Sheriff in 1602, and 
Mayor in 1613. 

Christopher Davenport was elected Sheriff 
in 1632, and Mayor in 1641. 

We have thus undoubted proofs : 

1st, From the pedigrees, that Elizabeth 
Wolley was the wife of John Davenport, the 
Puritan — instead of his mother as Wood 
makes her — and this is collaterly supported by 
her name on the tombstone . 

2d. Both the baptismal Register and John's 
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own statement make him the son of Henry, 
the Mayor of Coventry. 

3d. Christopher Davenport, the brother of 
John, was married and held civic office, while 
his nephew of that name was a religious em- 
issary of Rome. 

4th. But one person of the name of John 
appears either on the Coventry pedigrees or 
records of that period ; and there is no evi- 
dence that there was another, except the erro- 
neous statement of Anthony Wood — which has 
occasioned to the author, and his family^ the 
numerical loss of one generation. 

In continuing the line of family descent in 
this country, it will be noted that the first 
three generations, covering nearly sixty years, 
marked but one son in each ; yet the increase 
in the number of descendants for the past 
quarter of a century, has been more than one 
hundred; while there have not been wanting 
in the family those who have done goodi ser- 
vice to their country, and to the Church of 
Christ. 

In closing, the writer would here tender his 
grateful acknowledgments to those who have 
aided him in collecting the materials here pre- 
sented, and render double thanks to our 
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Heavenly Father for the manifold blessings 
bestowed upon us as a family and upon our 
comm^i^ country till this Centennial Year. 




Daveiiixnrt Ridge, ) 

SUmford. Ck>nii., > 

Oct. 30th, 1876. ) 

P. S. — Just as his delayed manuscript was 
gohig into the hands of the printer, (Jan. 
1877.) the writer has come into the possession 
of a valuable manuscript volume, entirely in 
the handwriting of John Davenport, embracing 
96 leaves; 41 written on both sides, and 56 
on one side. The writing is finely condensed, 
clear, and remarkably legible for a manuscript 
two hundred and fifty years old. The book 
is bound in calf, with gilt edges, but of course 
much worn by time. 

This volume came into the family of Rev. 
Abiel Holmes, 1). 1)., whose first wife was a 
daughter of President Stiles, of Yale College, 
and from them to William A. Saunders,Esq., of 
Cambridge, Mass., by whose kindly considera- 
tion and mxmificence it has been restored to 
the family in the person of one who is the 
eldest born, living, lineal descendant of its 
author, and to whose lot it has fallen, in an 
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humble way, to be the historian and genealo- 
gist of what may be denominated the New 
Haven and Stamford branch of the family. 

On the first page of this volume, Mr. Da- 
venport has inscribed the Latin questions to 
which he made response on his application, 
May 18th, 1625, for his degree of Bachelor of 
Divinity, which he had failed to receive since 
he left Oxford, upon the partial completion of 
his study course, ten years before. These 
questions and his response will be noticed, in 
their appropriate place, in the historical sketch 
of Mr. Davenport. Then follows a controver- 
sy called forth by Dr. Alexander Leighton, 
the father of Archbishop Leighton, covering 
some sixty pages, upon the custom of "kneel- 
ing at the sacrament." In addition, there are 
nearly sixty pages of notes, reaching to about 
the period of his leaving his charge in Cole- 
man street, 1633, with this significant head- 
ing : '* Grounds whereupon y® safety of con- 
formity is built, together with the sandines 
of y""* , and it may be supposed to contain the 
record of his private conversion from a con- 
formist to a non-conformist. Reference to 
these manuscripts will be further made in the 
body of this work. 
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Among not the least fortunate results of 
the delay in going to press, may be mention- 
ed the receipt of valuable information, oblig- 
ingly furnished by Mr. Wm. Geo. Fretton, 
who, in 1871, edited an edition of Sharp^s 
History of Coventry. 

Mr. Fretton has generously furnished, from 
the original painthig in St. Mary's Hall, a 
lithograph engraving of Christopher Daven- 
port, the uncle of John, who was Mayor of 
Coventry, in 1602, which has been Photo- 
Engraved for this work. Through this source, 
the Author is enabled to correct some errors 
into which he was led, in previous edition, in 
regard to the free school said to have been 
founded by this Christopher Davenport. No 
separate foundation is now extant, but Mr. 
Davenport during his life time supported a 
school for poor children, entering into an 
agreement for its perpetuity, for which he 
charged his estate with £13, 6s, 8d., yearly. 
This Institution was continued for nearly two 
hundred years, when in 1794, it became 
merged in the English Department of the 
Free Grammar School. 

It is proper, in this place, that a change 
should be noted, which will appear in the 
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descent to the Coventry line, from about 
1375. This branch is herein given as descend- 
ed, not from Richard, as shown in previous 
volume, but from Christopher, of Woodford, 
named in the Ormerod pedigree as * ' ancestor 
of the Davenports of Lowcrosse," — the father 
of Edward — who was the first of the Coven- 
try branch elected to the office of Mayor. 
This makes the descent from Nicholas, the 
second son, (instead of Thomas the first,) of 
^ir John Davenport, No. 38. 

We are thus enabled to account for the fre- 
quent occurrence of the name of Christopher 
in the pedigrees of these two branches, and 
which is not found in any other. 

That this was the real line of descent is in 
accordance with the judgment given to the 
writer, many years since, by the late Rev. W. 
Davenport Bromley, whose son Bromley Da- 
venport, Esq., is now (1877,) a representative 
from North Warwickshire in the British Par- 
liament, and in whom is vested the ancient es- 
tates of the families of Bromley and Daven- 
port, in the Counties of Warwick and Ches- 
ter, the former of which descended to him 
from his father, and the latter from his grand- 
father, the late Davies Davenport, Esq., M. P. 
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In this line of descent, we gain, numerically, 
another generation, to complement the one 
lost by the error of Anthony Wood. 

It only remains to be added that since the 
opening of the present year, (1877,) the Rev. 
Edward E. Atwater, a descendant of David 
Atwater, one of the original settlers of Quin- 
nipiac, has read before the New Haven Colony 
Historical Society a paper upon **The Voy- 
age of the Hector and her Passengers" — that 
being the name of the ship that brought Rev. 
John Davenport and his company to New 
England in 1637. Mr. Atwater had recently 
returned from England, where his researches 
had added, somewhat, it is believed, to the 
copious extracts already gathered from the 
London State Paper Office by Mr. Dexter. 

Through the courtesy of Mr. Atwater, I 
am also supplied with the copy of another let- 
ter from Mr. Davenport to ** My Lady Vere " 
in which he tenders her Christian consolation 
and sympathy upon the death of her husband, 
whose eminence both as a Christian and a sol- 
dier bore no small resemblance to that of our 
modern Havelock. 

The State Paper Office reveals most forcibly 
the treatment Mr. Davenport received during 
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the stormy days of Archbishop Laud, show- 
ing how he was pursued from one place to 
another by spies and enemies, who were con- 
tinually maligning his motives, and seeking to 
destroy his reputation and influence, in Eng- 
land, and during his sojourn in Holland, un- 
til by the force of circumstances, as well as 
his own well formed convictions, he, who be- 
fore had so long labored to discharge his duty 
both in his civil and ecclesiastical connect- 
ions, became a Non-Conformist , a Republican, 
and a Puritan, and sought to found an Inde- 
pendent State and Church on the shores of 
America, 

A. B. I). 

Brooklyn, N. Y., » 
Feb. 22. 1877. f 
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PLIM OF THE GEMEILOGY 



The Arabian figures mark the number in the line of 
descent. The Roman letters number the children of 
a family. 

To trace backwards the line of descent, take the Ara- 
bian number prefixed to any name, and refer to the 
number of the person whose issue is there given, and 
repeat the same with each preceding generation, thus : 
(42) ni. shows John Davenport to be the third son of 
Sir John Davenport, No. 38. Turning to No. 38, Sir 
John Davenport of the ninth generation is shown to 
be the third son of Thomas Davenport, No. 21, of the 
eighth generation, &c. 
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Anofi (f Da\^nijx)rt. — Argent, a chevron sable between 
three cross crossletts fitchee of the second. 

Cred. — On a wreath a felon's head, couped at the 
neck proper, haltered Or. 

(.Iffi('e indicated y Magisterial Sergeancy. 

(See page 22.) 




GENEALOaY OF THE DAVENPORT FAMILY. 



FIRST GENERATION. 

(1. ) Ormus de Dauneporte, bom in 1086, and assumed 
the local name in the County of Chester, England. 
This is the date assigned to him by four pedigrees in 
the British Museum, and by the Bramhall pedigree, 
collated from the records of the College of Arms, Harl. 
Mss, 2119, &c., and which made him fifty years old at 
the birth of his son Richard. He witnessed a charter 
of enfranchisement of Gilbert Venables in the time of 
William II., or Henry I.* 

• The family name of Davenport is of local origin. The 
township of Davenport is situated in a sequestered part of the 
Hundred of Northwich, County of Chester, England ; and is 
about twenty-five miles from the ancient city of Chester. It 
stands on high ground above a range of rich meadows, through 
which the river Dane flows rapidly, with a winding and irregu- 
lar course. The banks on each side are remarkably lofty ; 
those on the Davenport side are a series of verdant slopes, bear- 
ing evident marks of having been covered with timber at some 
former period ; the opposite ones have been broken by the 
force of the currents and are more precipitous. These features 
of the circumjacent landscape constitute some of the most pleas- 
ing scenery of the hundred ; and they are backed by what must 
have had no ordinary charms for the ancient chiefs of Daven- 
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SECOND GENERATION. 
Issue of Obmus de Daunepobte. (No. 1.) 

(2.) I. Richard de Dauneporte, bom in 1136, to whom 
Hugh KeveHoc, earl of Chester, granted by charter 
the chief fcn'ester ship of the forests of Leek and Maccles- 
field, 1166. His wife was Amabilia, the daughter of 
Gilbert Venables, baron of Kinderton, whose father, 
Gilbert Venables, was the Norman grantee of Kinder- 
ton, Davenporte, &c., before 1086. This Richard de 
Davenporte, had also in marriage with AmabiUa, about 
1176, a moiety of the township of Marton by grant 
from her brother William de Venables. This township 
is noticed in the Domesday survey, and was held, to- 
gether with other estates, by the Saxon thane Goderic. 
From various coincidences in the Domesday account, it 
appears that WufriCy who lived at the time of Edward 
the Confessor, 1040, and who was grandfather to Mar- 
garet Venables, the mother of Amabiha, was heir 

port, the adjoining hills of Macclesfield, the scene of their fa- 
vorite sports and feudal power. 

The manorial history of the township involves a subject of 
rare occurrence even in England, the descent of a family in one 
uninterrupted male line from the Norman Conquerors of the 
palatinate, possessing at the present day the feudal powers with 
which the local sovereigns of that palatinate invested it, and 
preserving in its archives, in a series of original documents, 
the proofs of its ancient history and its unbroken descent 

History of Cheshire by George F. Ormerod, A. M., F. R. S., 
F. A. S., from which is drawn much of the history and many 
of the ancient pedigrees of the family. 
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field, between 1209 and 1226, and also acquittance of 
juris of County and Hundred. 

He married Beatrix, daughter of Bertrand de 
Hulme, Harleian MSS. 2094. 

It appears that this grant of the office of grand ser- 
geancy was made to Vivian Davenport, agaimd his ivU/^ 
as a compensation for the park and vivaries of Maccles- 
field of which the earl had deprived him, but which 
Vivian did not consider an adequate compensation. 

The powers of this office were the highest which the 
eai'l could bestow, as il placed, in several cases, at the 
disposal of the sergeant and his itinerant subservients, 
the Hves of his subjects, without delay, and without ap- 
peal. 

At this period the iUunive eldest of the Davenports w 

said to have first been adopted^ aiid to have been home 
upon the helmets of the master sergeants in their peram- 
bulations through the peak hills, and the forests of Leek- 
and Macclesfield, to the teiiror of the numerates gangs of 
banditti which then infested those wild districts. 

There is now in the possession of the family at Capes- 
thorne, a long roll (without date, but very ancient,) 
containing the names of the master robbers who were 
taken and beheaded in the times of Vivian, his son 
Roger, and grandson Thomas de Davenport, and also 
of the fees paid to them in right of this sergeancy. 
From this it appears that the fee paid for a master rob- 
ber was 2s, and one salmon, and for their companions 
12 pence each. There is also an ac<;ount'of the master 
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robbers, and their companions slain by the sergeants, 
and the fees thereon.* 

(7.) in. Walter Davenporte, second son, had 
lands in Somerford Bootlis. 

(8. ) IV. Peter Davenporte, living in 1263. Harl. 
MSS. 2119. 

SIXTH GENERATION. 
Irsue of Vivian Davenporte, (No. 6.) 

(9. ) I. Roger Davenporte of Davenport, who mar- 
ried Mary, daughter of Robert Salemon of Wjiihington, 
with whom her husband had a moiety of Wythington, 
also a part of Tunstede and Wultroke (Wheltrough.) 

By an inquisition taken before Reginald de Gray, 16 
year of Edward I. (1288,) it is found that Roger de 
Davenport held his sergeancy in the Hundred of Mac- 
clesfield in the Bach &c., and that he shall find eight 

* On the roll is a note by the first Davies Davenport, of 
Woodford, Esq., to wit : "The numbers are great, and though 
the roll is very ancient and much defaced, yet several of the 
names appear.*' — ^bmrnuwico/wi to Ormerod by the Rev. Walter Da- 
retiport^ in 1819. 

The same gentleman, who afterwards bore, by royal license, 
tha name of Rev. Walter Davenport Bromley, adds in a letter to 
the (jompiler in 1850 : "Though the office of grand sergeancy 
Kinie the time of Queen Elizabeth has been comparatively ob- 
solete, yet Waifs, Estrays and Mortuaries were claimed as late 
as when my father succeeded to the estates ; and I remember 
the old steward. The roll of names of persons beheaded still 
exists, and I think the names are visible. " 

Bromley Davenport, Esq., M. P., the present proprietor of 
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sergeants (one a horseman) to keep the peace, who 
shall come at the king's summons, at their own cost in 
the county, and at the king's cost when they shall have 
passed the Dee, or gone out of the county. The same 
Roger, in 1248, witnessed a deed of Alexander Wytli- 
ington. He seems to have died in 1291. 

(10.) n. Edward de Davenport de Newton, living 
in 1272, He assumed the name of Newton, and be- 
came the ancestor of the Newtons of Newton. 

(11.) m. Richard de Davenport, who was the fath- 
er of Roger de Tomock, and who had lands in Somer- 
ford Booths. 

(12.) ly. Robert de Davenport, hving in 1272 ; he 
assumed the name of Lawton, and was ancestor of the 
Lawtons of Lawton. 

(13.) V. Beatrix Davenport, in some pedigrees 
called the wife of Bertrand de Hulme. 

(14.) VI. Thomas de Davenport. 

the joint estates of Bromley and Davenport says in a letter us 
late as Feb. 8, 1877:— *' The old ' robbers roll' still exists, and was 
an object of great interest to the person employed by the Histori- 
cal Commission, to examine my MSS. and papers, but besides 
losing the jn-acdcal right of putting any body we pleased to 
death, (for ifieoretically it still exists, and in all legal documents 
I am described as the hereditary Grand Sergeant and Chief 
Forester of the forests of Macclesfield and Leek —with the for- 
midable powers belonging to that position) we have by disuse 
also lost the advantages, whaievei they were, of claims on Waifs, 
Estrays, and Mortuaries." 
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SEVENTH GENERATION. 
Ihsue of Bogeb de Davenport, (No. 9.) 

(15.) I. Peter de Davenport, son and heir, died 
without issue. 

(16.) n. Sir Thomas Davenport of Davenpojt, 
knight, married, 1st, Agnes, daughter of Thomas de 
Macclesfield, who was born in 1287. She was the 
mother of his issue. His second wife was Eoesia, 
daughter of Ralph de Vernon, and widow of Sir Wil- 
liam de Brereton. Sir Thomas died in 1320, and his 
widow survived him in 1322. 

(17.) m. John de Davenport, who married Matil- 
da, daughter of William de Rode, by whom he had is- 
sue, Richard. 

(18.) rV. Ellen Davenport, who was married to 
WilUam de Burklegh, eldest son and heir of Robert 
Burkley, Esq., and ancestors of the lords Burkley. 

(19.) V. Henry Davenport of Marton, who also 
had lands in Macclesfield in 1292. He had one son, 
Roger, who married, 1st, Mar}', widow of WiUiam 
Mainwaring de Peover ; and 2d, Margaret, widow of 
Thomas de Swettenham. 

EIGHTH (FENERATION. 
I8KITE or Sib Thomah Davenport, (No. 16.) 

(20.) I. Sir John Davenport of Davenport, knight, 
married for his first wife in 1301, Margery, daughter 
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of Sir William de Brereton, by Roesia his wife, daugh- 
ter of Sir Ralph Vernon. She was the mother of his 
issue. His second wife was Agnes de Bradford, who 
survived him, and was remarried to Robert Massey, 
senior, of Sale, in 1858. 

Sir John Davenport, in the reign of Edward III., 
(1343,) founded a chantry in the Chapel of Marton, 
which was dissolved at the Reformation, or after 1600. 
After the dissolution, the site of the Chapel was grant- 
ed by the Crown to the Davenports of Davenport, in 
which family it has continued to the present day. 

The present Chapel, consisting of a belfry, with a 
small spile, porch, nave and chancel, with side aisles, is 
built exclusively of timber, except the chancel, which 
has been rebuilt of brick. The side aisles are separated 
from the body by rudely hewn timber beams, resting 
on pillars of the same materials, and in some of the 
windows are fragments of ancient painted glass. 

The only monuments here, worthy of notice, are two 
mutilated figures placed in the Churchyard, to the 
south of the Chapel, representing knights armed, as 
far as can be traced, in plate armor, with conical hel- 
mets, and boots pointed at the toes and much curved. 

The hands are clasped in prayer ; the feet of each 
figure are pressed against an animal, and under the 
head of each is the Davenport crest, a felon*s head 
couped ; the rope is only visible round one of the 
heads, the other is placed on something which has 
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more the appearance of a chapeau, or cap of mainten- 
ance, than the wreath and helmet with which it has 
usually been borne. These figures are supposed to be 
those of Sir John Davenport, and his son XJrian.* 

About a quarter of a mile from the Chapel, is the 
present Hall of Marton, a plain building, built with 
timber and plaster. The center and wings of the front 
project and terminate in gables. The porch in the cen- 
ter open to a hall in which some long pikes yet remain 
suspended ; on the left is a wainscoted parlor, over the 

• The church notefi of thifi Chapel, Harl. MSS. 2151, p. 54, 
contain a drawing of the monuuients in the Churchyard, with 
this note, '*lt is said by auncicut people that the were Sir Jo. 
Davenp't and Vivian [yrian] his sone, who founded the Chap- 
pell of Merton, and they lie buried there." In the painted 
Kla.s8 was a kneeling armed figure, with surcoat, quarterly, 1 
and 4, a chevron between three martlets ; 2 and 3. Davenport. 

In the windows also arms of Davenport, Siddington and 

barry of 4 sable and argent, the second and third indented. 

(The Siddingtons, as far as can be judged from their coat of 
arms, were originally Davenports, their coat differing from the 
latter family, only in the addition of three cross crosslets 
fitchee in the base. 

The Davenports had estates in Siddington as early as the 
time of Edward I., 1272-1307.) 

Among the Davenport deeds is a grant from Sir John de Dav- 
enport, knight, to Robert de Bnidshaw, etc., of 4 messuages, 
and 60 acres of land, with the appurtenancs in the woods and 
wastes and all other profits in the ville of Merton, A<*., of the 
one part, and Yeaton on the other, to maintain a fit priest cele- 
brating mass in the Chapel of Merton, for the souls of himself, 
his parents and successors, and all faithful people deceased 
forever ; and he also grants to them common of pasture in all 
pastures in Merton, till they should be appropriated ; and if 
any heir of Davenport should contradict his will and grant, 
they should incur Ood's indignation. Witnessed, 1390. 
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mantle-piece of which, amongst old carvings in oak, 
apparently older than the building, are the arms and 
crest of Davenport, inlaid with various colored wood. 

Behind the hall to the west, is a mere which gave 
name to the township, and near which is the site of a 
more ancient mansion. 

(21.) II. Thomas Davenport de Wheltrough, to 
whom his father gave lands in Withington, Wheltrough, 
Marton &c., &c, , who became the ancestor of the Dav- 
enports of Wheltrough, Bromhall, Henbury, Coventry, 
and Woodford, (now also Capesthome.)* He married 
Elizabeth who survived her husband in 1389. 

(22.) in. Roger Davenport, senior. 

• 

* All these townships, except Coventry', are situated within a few 
miles of each other in the County of Chester, and not far from 
the original seat of the Davenports of Davenport. 

Lower Withington, with Woodford and Capesthome, is in 
the parish of Prestbury. It contains Wheltrough Hall, an an- 
cient timber mansion, in which a branch of the Davenports 
seated themselves in the reign of Edward I, between 1250 and 
1300, from which descended the collateral branches of Brom- 
hall, Henbury, Coventry, Woodford and Calveley. 

Woodford, about six miles from Davenport, is noticed in the 
reign of King John, between 1109 and 1216. In 1356, the man- 
or and appurtenances were granted to John Davenport third 
son of Thomas of Wheltrough. 

Capesthome Hall, about the same distance from Davenport, 
has long been the seat of the inheritors of these ancient estates 
which have descended from Nicholas Davenport living in 1400, 
to Christopher living in 1421 ; John d. before 1477 ; Nicholas, 
d. before Feb. 9, 1522 ; John, d. 1575 ; William, d. before his 
father, 1570 ; Christopher, 1593 ; WiUiam, d. 1632 ; John, d. 
1653 ; William, d. 1666 ; John, d. 1686 ; Monk, d. 1735 ; David, 
b. 1696, m. Mary daughter and sole heiress of John Ward of 
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(23) lY. Peter Davenport, who assumed the name 
of Denton in 1329. 

(24. V. Roger Davenport, who had lands in Whit- 
tington, by gift of his father and brother Roger. 

(25.) VL MaUicent Davenport. 

(26.) Vn. Roesia Davenport. 

NINTH GENERATION. 
Ihsue of Sir John Davenport, (No. 20.) 

(27.) I. Thomas Davenport of Davenport, who 

married for his first wife Matilda in 1343, and 

was afterwards married to Eve He died in 1380 

without issue. 

(28.) II. John Davenport, who became rector of 

CapeHthome, Esq., and of the Inner Temple, d. 1758, whoHe 
Hon Davies Davenport, of Woodford, Marton and Capesthome, 
EHq., and of the Inner Temple, b. in Bed Lion Square, London, 
Oct 2, 1724, married Phebe, daughter and co-heire8H of Rich- 
ard Davenport, of Calveley and Davenport, which latter eKtate 
he settled on his daughter Phebe, who became the wife of Eu- 
Hibins Horton, Esq., and whose descendant. Sir Robert Wilmot 
Horton, now holds it 

Davies Davenport, son and heir of the last mentioned Davies, 
was b. Aug. 29, 1757. Was member of Parliament for the County 
of Chester, from 18()6 to 1830. He dying, in 1837, was succeed- 
ed by his eldest son, Edward Davies Davenport, Esq., to the 
estates of Woodford, Marton, Calveley, Capesthome, Jkc. He 
died in 1847, leaving Arthur Henry, son and heir, who dying in 
18G7, was succeeded by his cousin, now Bromley Davenport, 
Escj., M. P.. son of the late Rev. W. Davenport Bromley, who 
has since been the possessor of the Cheshire estates, and now 
also of the Bromley estate, in Warwickshire, and who may be 
m'counted one of the largest landed proprietors of the Com- 
moners of England, 
ft 
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the Church in Swettenham, (a village on the side of 
the Dane opposite to Davenport,) in 1335, of which 
Church his father and several of the succeeding Johns, 
were patrons.* He married, Ist, Johanna, daughter of 
Sir Henry Delves, of Dodington, knight. His second 
wife was Margaret, daughter of Henry Done, who mar- 
ried Sir William Brereton, knight. 

(29.) in. Sir Ralph Davenport, knight, the ccn- 
tinuer of the direct male Hne of the Davenports of 

Davenport, who married Joice In 1380, Sir 

Ralph bound himself by indenture to serve King Rich- 
ard, with three archers well mounted, to make war for 
a year beyond the sea where God pleased. He died 
in 1383. His wife held the grand sergeancy, by letters 
patent from Richard IT., during the nonage of Ralph, 
son and heir, dated December 11, 1384. 

(30.) IV. Richard Davenport, hving in 1350. 

(31.) V. Roger Davenport, living in 1350. 

(32.) VI. Urian Davenport, distinguished for his 
great stature, was buried at Marton. 

(33.) VII. Arthur Davenport, of Calveley, who 

* The Church is a neat building of brick, with a tower and 
side aisles, the former of which forms an interesting object in 
several romantic views along the banks of the Dane. 

The Harl. MSS. 2151 : (>8. have notes of this Church. On the 
windows are many figures, arms, Ac. On one is this inscrip- 
tion : "Of yr charitie pray for Rondell Mainwaring and Mar- 
garet and Ellen his wyves, which made this window A'no 
D'mi M«CCC«XL.« 

In the same window, the arms of Davenport, and Davenport 
impaling Savage. 
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married Katharine de Calveley, and became the an- 
cestor of the Davenports of Calveley. He was slain 
on the part of the Percies, in the battle of Shrewsbury, 
in 1403. 

(34.) Vin. Margaret Davenport, who married Sir 
John Hyde, lord of Norbury, from whom descended 
the distinguished Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon. 

(35.) IX. Isabella Davenport married Robert de 
Eaton, baron of Stockport ; remarried to John de Staf- 
ford. 

NINTH (iENERATION-CoNTiNUED. 
Issue of Thumab Davenport of "Wheltbouoh, (No. 21.) 

(36.) I. Thomas Davenport, with whose son and 
lieir Richard, the direct line of Wheltrough continued. 

(37.) n. John Davenpoii, who married Alice, 
daughter and heiress of (ilodfrey de Bromhall, and 
who became the ancestor of the Davenports of Brom- 
hidl, 13(5(5. 

( 38. ) III. Sir John Davenport, ( called also Jenkin, 
to distinguish him from his elder brotlier of that name,) 
knight, justice of LancAsterehire, 1384, and who be- 
vnine the purc^haser of Henburv'. He married Eliza- 
beth, daughter and co-heiress of Peter Legh of Betch- 
crton. 

(39.) r\^. Alice Davenport, married Sir John de 
Hyde, knight, ancestor of the Hydes of XJrmetson. 



\ 
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TENTH GENEKATION. 
Issue of Sib John Davenport, (No. 38.) 

(40. ) I. Margaret Davenport, married Tliomas dii 
Leslies, Jr. 

(41. ) II. Tliomas Davenport, ancestor of the Dav- 
enports of Henbury, named 1st, in the Henbur^' entail, 
1366, and 3d, in the Woodford entaU, 1371. He mar- 
ried Margaret daughter, of Hiigh Venables, who was 
afterwards married to Sir William Newport 

(42.) ni. John Davenport, hving in 1366. 

(43. ) rV. Nicholas Davenport de Widford, ances- 
tor of the Davenports of Woodford, Ac, hving in 1371, 
and had lands as bv indenture in 1413 in Bredbm•^', 
Romiley, kc. He married Ellena, widow of Edward 
Massev, of Timberlv, in 1371. She died a widow in 
1423. 

(44.) V. Griffin Davenport, hving in 1371. 

ELEVENTH GENERATION. 
Ihsue of N1CH01.AB Davenport, (No. 43.) 

(45. ) I. Christopher Davenport, of Woodft)rd, eld- 
est son and heir, inherited together with the father*s 
estate, the third part of tlie vill of Oxton in AVyrhall, 
8 Hemy V, (1421). He married Alica, daughter of 
Hugh Arderae of Harden and Alvanlay, bv Ceciha, 
daughter of Ralph de Hide. Marriage articles, dated 2 
Henr}' V, (1415.) 
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TWELFTH GENERATION. 
Issue of Chbistopheb Davenpobt, (No. 45.) 

(4G. I. John Davenport, of Woodford, died before 
Christopher his father, 16 Edward IV, (1477). Marri- 
ed Alice, daughter of Ralph Prestwick. 

(47.) n. Rev. Randolph Davenport, parson of 
Wilnislow, 20 Edward IV. or from 1456 to 1500. 

(48. ) m. Charles Davenport 

(49.) IV. Nicholas Davenport, married Agnes, 
daughter of Robert Davenport of Bromhall. 

THIRTEENTH GENERATION. 
Issue of John Davenport, (No. 46.) 

(50.) I. Nicholas Davenport, of AVoodford, who 
died intestate before Feb. 9, 1522. His wife was Mar- 
garet, daughter of Sir Christopher Savage, of Clifton, 
Kt. ; feofimcnt for her jointure, Feb. 8, 1490. Surviving 
her husband she made an acquittance to her son John, 
16 Henrj' VIH, (1525.) Testament dated Dec. 12, 
1542. Buried vnth her ancestors at Macclesfield. 

(51.) II. Edmund Davenport badlands in Wood- 
ford, granted by Christopher his grandfather in 1477. 

(52). III. Reginald Davenport had lands in 
Woodford, granted by Christopher his grandfather in 
1477. 
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FOURTEENTH GENERATION. 
Ihsue of Nicholas Davenport, (No. 50.) 

(53.) I. John Davenport of Woodford, Esq., mar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of William Davenport, of 
Bramhall.* Feofl&nent for his jointure May 12th, 33 
Henry VIII., (1543.) He died in 1572, surviving his 
eldest son and heir. 

(54.) II. Christopher Davenport, ancestor of the 
Davenports of Lowerosse and Coventry. He married 
Emma daughter and heiress of John Blunt, of Benton- 
of-Trent, Countv of Stafford — about midwav between 
Woodford and Coventrv. Harl. MSS. 2094. His set- 
tlement in Coventr\^ must have been about 1500. 

(55.) m. Nicholas Davenport, 18 Henry VIIL, 
(1527.) 

(56.) rV. Laurence Davenport, named in a feoff- 
ment from Nicholas, his father, of land in Wi<Jford, 
[Woodford,] for life, July 5, 1519 : Uving in 1553. 

FIFTEENTH GENERATION. 
Ih8U£ of Christopher Davenport, (No. 54.) 

(57. ) I. Edward Davenport, of Coventry', pewter- 

•We will not here repent the detailed account, given in the 
edition of 1851, of the Bnimhall mansion, a most interesting 
Rtnictnre, dating back to about 140(), with it« curious carvings 
and furniture. Paradise room, domestic chapel, A'c, which, 
since the death of William Davenport, Esq., 18^^, has passed 
ingloriously from the family of its ancient proprietors, and was 
sold to a building Company a few months since. 
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er, who married a daughter of John Harford, Alder- 
man of that city. In 1534 he was chosen to the office 
of Ciiy Chamberlain, and in 1540, to that of Sheriff. 
In 1650, he was chosen Mayor of Coventry-, and dur- 
ing his Mayoralt}' overruled all the count}'.* — Leet 
Book, Nwkmn'n MS. Hilary and Read4>r'A LitU. 

* Warwickshire is in the province of Canterbury, and in the 
Diocese of Litchfield, Coventry and Worcester. It is principal- 
ly a feeding and dairy country —land strong, fine woods with 
much timber, especially oak. It sends six members to Parlia- 
ment, two from Coventry, two from Warwick and two from the 
County. 

The City of Coventry is situated about ten miles north of 
Warwick, and 90 miles from London, containing about 25,000 
inhabitants. It was founded at a very early period, probably 
while the Romans inhabited Britain. 

In 1016, when Edric invaded Mercia, a house of nuns in Cov- 
entry is said to have fallen a prey to their ferocity. After the 
Norman conquest, the lordship of Coventry became vested in 
the Earl of Chester, by the marriage of Leucia, granddaughter 
of Leofric, (by Countess Godiva, ) the fifth Earl of Chester, who 
was descended from Leofric, Earl of Chester, in the time of 
Ethelbald, 859-860. 

The city and certain villages in its vicinity, as a mark of special 
favor were constituted by Henry Vl. in 1451, an entire county by 
themselves, so that the citizens of Coventry had no political 
connection with Warwickshire, and the Mayor and Aldermen 
of Coventry have been justices of the peace for the county, and 
held (juarter sessions in the same manner, and with the same 
powers as counties at large. The freeholders, as such, are not 
even entitled to vote for the return of any member to Parlia- 
ment. 

The privilege was conferred in the 23d of Edward I., for the 
city to return two members to Parliament, the election to be 
vested in such freeman as have served seven years apprentice- 
ship, to one and the same trade in the city and the suburbs, 
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SIXTEENTH GENERATION. 

Issue op Edwabd Davenport, (No. 57.) 

(58.) Henry Davenport, of Coventry, who married 
for his first wife Winnifred, daughter of Richard Bar- 
nabit. She was the mother of his issue. His second 
wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas of Gloucester- 
shire. He was chosen Sheriflf of Coventry in 1602, the 

and do not receive alms, having been sworn and enrolled. The 
voters thus qualified amount to about 1400. 

Coventry has been frequently the temporary residence of 
royalty. Henry Yl was here in 1450, when he made the first 
Sheriff. In 1458 a Parliament was held in the Chapter House of 
the Priory, which passed attainders against the Duke of York, 
the Earls of March, Salsbury and Warwick. King Edward lY, 
and his Queen, kept their Christmas at Coventry in 1465. 

In 1499, Henry YII, and his Queen visited the city, and in 
1510, Henry YIII and Queen Katharine were there, when there' 
were three pageants put forth. Queen Elizabeth visited the 
city in 1505; James I in 1617, and in 1687 James II was there. 

The trade of the city, as early as 1436, was principally in the 
manufacture of cloths, caps, etc., which continued till 1696, when 
it was changed to the manufacture of worsteds, and so famous 
was it for its dye, that "true as Coventrj' blue" became a pro- 
verb. At the beginning of the 18th Century, the manufacture 
of silk ribbons w»uj introduced. 

The most noted churches are St. Michael's and that of the 
Holy Trinity, both vicarages in the patronage of the Bishop of 
C/Oventry and Litchfield. - 

St. Michael's steeple is one of the most beautiful in the king- 
dom. It was begun in the reign of Edward III, in 1372, and was 
finished in twenty years. The body of the church was erected 
in the reign of Henry YI. The height of the steeple and the 
length of the church are the same, 303 feet, and the width of 
the last 104 feet. The Church of the Holy Trinity would in 
any other situation be considered a most beautiful edifice, but 
is eclipsed by its vicinity to St Michael's. — Monies Counties. 
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same year that his younger brother Christopher was 
chosen to the Mayoralty, and whom he succeeded to 
that office in 1613. 

For many years subsequently, and even as late as 
1624, he was Alderman of the city — that station being 
filled for the most part by those who had previously 
been Mayors — and implying a degree of honor and em- 
inence which cannot be said to attach to that office in 
many of our American cities at the present day.* 

The Armorial bearings of the Davenport family were 
confirmed to Henry Davenport, of Coventry, Alderman, 
3d in descent from Davenport, County of Chester, as 
follows : "Arms argent, a chevron between three cross 
crosslets, fitchee, sable. Crest — a man*s head couped 
at the shoulders, face in profile, proper, a rope round 
the neck Or. The same is now borne by Bromley Dav- 
enport, Esq., M. P., the present proprietor of the fami- 
ly estates in Cheshire, and whose residence is at Bag- 
inton Hall, about three miles from Coventry.! 

Henry Davenport's ecclesiastical connection appears 
to have been with the Church of the Holy Trinity — a 
building shown in the following engraving — in which 
his son John was baptised and which was erected some 

*0f the present Aldermen, six are paHt Mayors, one the pres- 
ent Mayor, Joseph Edge Banks, Esq., and three only have not 
served the office of Mayor. — CommuniccUed by Wm. Geo. Fretlon, 
Jan, ISn. 

fBaginton Hall was long the seat of the Bromley family. 
The estate was purchased by the family in the reign of James 
I., and the original Hall was built by Secretary Bromley. This 
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centurj' or two before and has stood a monument of 
its founders for about five hundred years, with mate- 
rial changes and additions.* 

We are shown what were the religious convictions 
of Mr. Davenport, from the testimony of his son John, 
subsequently rendered, wherein he declares, as early as 
1624, that his father was puritanically inclined, and 
was influenced to conformity by his own personal ap- 
peal and arguments thereto. 

"It may be noted," says Mr. Dexter in his paper t)u 
the Life and AVritings of John Davenport, "that in 1611 
(while John was then a boy of 14,) the city was deep- 
ly stirred by a discussion of the question of the pro- 
priety of kneeling in recei\ing the sacrament: through 
some laxness in the Church authorities, it had come to 
be a custom to commune in a standing posture ; but 
now King James heard of the incipient non-conformity, 
and sends a letter from his own hand, reproving round- 
ly the city government, for allowing such a disorderly 

gentleman was Speaker of the HoiiHe of Commons during the 
reign of Queen Anne. In proof of the high estimation in which 
he w^as held, the following circumstance may be cited : In 
1706, the family seat at Baginton was reduced to the ground 
by fire. Intelligence of this calamity was conveyed to the 
owner while attending his duty in the House of Commons, 
and a considerable sum was immediately voted by Parliament 
towards a restoration of the edifice. -Dutjdftle's England and 
Wales Delineated. 

* The earliest mention of this Church is in 121)1, and its first 
incumbent, was Henry de Harenhale, 1298. Dugdale's Wancick' 
nhire, p. 110. 
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practice. Thus early was Davenport brought to the 
knowledge of the position of the state on a matter 
which in the issue proved the turning point of his own 
separation from the Church of his fathers.'* 

Concurrent testimony shows that in the years follow- 
ing many leading Christian minds, and especially in 
this ciiy, were seriously disturbed at the apparent en- 
croachment of Papal rites and High Church liturgical 
ceremoniea The case of the Church of the Holy Trin- 
ity, may be cited in illustration. 

In 1635, a high altar piece was set up in the church, 
the ground raised, and the communion table removed 
or railed in. These things gave serious offence to the 
Puritan party — among which we may include Henry 
Davenport, and his brother Christopher — and they 
availed themselves of the power which they soon after 
possessed, to restore things to their original state. 

Says a citj' annalist, doubtless in conformity with 
the sentiment of his puritanical brethren : "The com- 
munion tables were altered, which cost a great deal of 
money, and what is most of all, three steps were made 
to go to the communion table — altar fashion — God 
grant that it may not continue long." 

It did not continue long, for in 1641, July 15th, it 
wjis agreed by the full consent of the vestrymen then 
assembled, being desirous of the reformation and alter- 
ation of the communion table, &c., that the money had 
better have been bestowed on church repairs, and that 
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the Chancellor of Coventiy and Litchfield, Dr. Twisden, 
be requested according to the order of Parliament, 
March 1, 1640, to pay back the money expended, to al- 
ter the ground and place the communion table decent- 
ly where it aught to be, and where it was 60 years past 
— all of which was carried out in the ensuing months.* 

(59.) n. Christopher Davenport, who married a 
daughter of William Hopkins, Alderman of Coventn\ 
He is named in the records as a draper — the manu- 
facture and dyeing of woolens being at this time 
the leading trade of the city. He was chosen Sheriff 
in 1593, and Mayor in 1602. 

"On Thursday, about 2 o'clock, March 24th, 1603, 
deceased Queen Elizabeth at Richmond, when Hon. 
Mayor Davenport proclaimed James I, King of Eng- 
land." Harl. MSS-t 

This Christopher was the uncle to whom Rev. John 

Davenpoii refers in his letter to Secretary Conway in 

1624, in which he speaks of his own fatlier and uncle 

who are Aldermen of the city being influenced by him 

to (ionformitv to the ritualism and ceremonies of their 
church. 

Mr. Davenport, while holding municipal offices be- 

* Sharpe's History of Coventry, Fretton's edition, 1864. 

t Nickson's MS. Historj' says he "was proclaimed during the 
Mayoralty of Christopher Davenport, at Cross Cheai)ing, Cov- 
entry, by Alderman Ilogerson, in the presence of Lord Berkley, 
and others of good account. " 

Communicated by George Eld, Esq., of Coventry, in 1850, to 
whom the writer was obliged for information gathered from the 
Leet Book and Annals of the city. 
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came much intereflted in the education of the youth of 
his native city, especially in regard to the proper in- 
struction of the poorer classes, in whose behalf he es- 
tablished a free school, to which he contributed of 
his own funds during his life time, and entered into 
an a^eement with the Mayor and Corporation of the 
Drapers Company, that the school should be continu- 
ed after his death, and to this end charged his estate 
with £13, 68. 8d. annually, for its maintenance. This 
school continued till 1794, when its separate establish- 
ment disappears and seems to have become incorj^ora- 
ted with the English Department of the Free Grammar 
School.* — Charity (hnnmimimers^ 28/A liejyjrt. 

The fine outline engraving here shown of Christo- 
pher, representing him in his official robes, with the 
family arms quartered with the Fleece of the Drapers 
Company, was kindly forwarded by Mr. Fretton and 
has been reproduced by the Photo-Engraving Co., of 
New York. The original portrait is in St. Marj-'s Hiill, 
Coventrj', where also are to be found many ancient 

* Communicated by Mr. Wm. Geo. Fretton, who adds, "1 
buve a fine etching by Alderman Howlette, from a drawing by 
H. Jeayes, 179.3, of the west part of the Free School pulled down 
in the year following?. This shows the room where Davenport's 
school was carried on. I could possibly j^et it photographed. 
I would send you the plate itself, but I have no other -and it 
is vtry rare.** 

The author was led, through misinformation, into a sorrowful 
error in previous edition, in confounding this school with the 
Bablake, with which Mr. Davenport had no connection; for 
which correotion Mr. Fretton will please accept hearty thanks. 
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paintings, figures, arms, &c. ; also half length portraits 
of Queen Elizabeth, James I., Charles L; whole lengths 
of Charles 11., &c., William and Mary, (copies) in their 
coronation robes; originals of Anne, George I., George 
II. » and Caroline in their coronation robes, &c. 

SEVENTEETH GENERATION. 
Issue of Henry Davenport, (No. 58.) 

(60.) I. Barnabas Davenport, of Coventry, who 
married Mar}% daughter of Simon Glover, by whom he 
had two daughters, Anne and Elizabeth, and one son 
Christopher. 

As we have confidently shown in the Introduction to 
this work that this Christopher, son of Barnabas, was 
the famous Franciscan, we will here introduce a brief 
sketch of his life drawn from Bio^raphia Brittannica, 
Wood and others, forbearing the errors into which so 
manv have fallen in rejjard to his brotherhood with 
John :* 

Christf>pher Davenport, son of Barnabas, and 
grandson of Henry, was born in the city of Cov- 
entry', in the year 1598, and in grammatical learning 
there educated. At about fifteen years of age, he and 
his kinsman John were matriculated at Mei*ton (Col- 
lege, in the University of Oxford, in the beginning of 

•In a sketch of him prefixed to one of his published M-orks, 
now in my hands, reprinted in London in 1872, he is called 
the fifth son of Henry ; which— if possible — might make his re- 
lation to John so intimate that each would lose his personality 
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the year 1613, and became the pupils of Samuel Lane, 
fellow of that house. Here thev were battlers, and 
took of the cook's commons, but the warden, Sir Henry 
Savile, having received notice of them and their con- 
dition, dismissed them unless they would become com- 
moners or students of the second rank, to which their 
relatives would not consent. John therefore immedi- 
ately withdrew, and entered Magdalen HaU, while 
Christopher remained for a time longer, as Sir Henry 
was recalled to Eaton ; but upon his return, he also 
withdrew, and by the invitation of a Komish priest, 
under whose influence he had fallen, went to Douay, 
and thence going to Ypres, he entered into the order 
of the Franciscans, among the Dutch there, in 1617. 
Thence he returned to Douay in 1618 and joined the 
small convent of his order there. He was afterwards 
sent to the ancient University of Salamanca, in Spain, 
where in a few years he not only arrived at a consum- 
mate knowledge of school divinity but by a constant 
application to the Scriptures, and the ancient fathers, 
he obtained tlie reputation of being one of the ablest 
<livines of his times. He became chiel reader of Di- 
vinity in the College of St. Bonaventure, and in tine was 

made Doctor of Divinity of his Order, but not of any 
University. 

Afterwards he went into England under the name of 

Franciaciui a Sanda Claray and at length was made one 

of the chaplains to Henrietta Maria, the royal consort 

of Charles I., and became highly honored by all of his 
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profession, and of many scholars, (whether Protestant 
or Papist,) for his great learning. 

He sometimes appeared at Ck)urt, where the comeli* 
ness of his person, agreeableness of his conversation, 
and the reputation of his learning brought him ac- 
quaintance with many of the nobility and distinguished 
scholars of the time. 

For more than fifty years, he labored incessantly to 
promote the Papal cause, by gaining many disciples, 
raising money among the English Catholics to carry 
on public matters beyond the seas, in travehng from 
one country to another, in printing books for the ad- 
vancement of his religion and order, and by his perpet- 
ual and unwearied motion, day and night, to adminis- 
ter among his brethren, and by tending his services to 
counsel and help warping Protestants. 

During the civil wars of Cromwell's time, he disap- 
peared from pubHc life and spent most of those years 
beyond the seas, sometimes in London, at times in the 
country and then at Oxford. After the restoration of 
Charles II., when a marriage wa.s celebrated between 
that sovereign and Catharine of Portugal, he became 
her theologist or chief chaplain. He was four times 
chosen provincial Minister of his order for the pro\ince 
of Engltmd and was accounted its greatest pillar, and 
the person most consulted in their affairs. 

Among his published works were, Ist, Paraplirastica 
Expositio Aiiiculorum Confessionis AngHcie. For some 
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reason this book was much censured by Jesuits, who 
would fain have burnt it, but being soon after licensed 
at Rome, all further rumor about it stopped. 2d, 
DeiiSy Naturay Gratia, sive Tractatus de Predestinatione 
de Mentis, &o. This book was dedicated to Charles I., 
and Prynne contends that the whole scope of it, as 
well as the paraphrastical exposition of the articles re- 
printed in 1633, were designed to reconcile the king, 
the English Church, and the thirty-nine articles to the 
Church of Rome. He was so active in making converts, 
that one of the principal articles of impeachment 
against Archbishop Laud was his holding conferences 
with this Franciscan.* 

Says one. "He obviously desired and labored for a 
corporate reunion, and practically took one of the most 
important steps towards effecting it that could possi- 

* '*Hewa8 introduced to the Archbishop, " as Bishop Heber, in 
his Life of Jeremy Taylor, tells us. by his "chaplain, Mr. Augus- 
tine Lindsell, as a person engaged in a work on the Operation 
of God's Grace, and a Defense of Episcopacy. " Laud had 
some conversation with him about his work, (Deus, Natura, 
Gratia, ) but denied in his trial that he had more than two or 
three conferences with Sancta Clara after this, and that he did 
not give him encouragement in his work, but remarked, "that 
the bishops of England were able to defend their own cause 
and calling, without calling in aid from Home ; and woiild in 
due time.'*— Laud's Troubles and Trial, page 385. 

Bishop Heber suggests that the intimacy of Taylor with this 
Franciscan, "whose friendship," he says, "could have been no 
disgrace to Taylor," probably aflforded, in those suspicious 
times, a foundation for the report that Taylor himself had a 
a concealed attachment for the Romish communion. — iSee Life 
of Taylor, 
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bly have been chosen, by showing men on both sides, 

even at that period, that they already agreed more and 

differed less, than the prejudice of public opinion would 

have them believe ; and furthermore, that many points 

on which they differed were rather of the accidents 

than the substance of Divine Truth." 

The list of Dr. Davenport's pubhshed works, bears 

witness to his unwearied labors, and theological knowl- 
edge. These were collected and reprinted at his own 

cost, in 2 vols, foho in 1665, at Douay. 

Christopher Davenport, (Sancta Clara,) died early in 

the morning on the 31st day of May, being Whit- 
Monday, 1680, at the ripe age of eighty -two, at the pal- 
ace of the Somerset House, and was buried, (not ac- 
cording to a wish expressed before his death, in a vault 
under the chapel of the Somerset House, ) but in the 
Church of St. John, belonging to the Savoy Hospital in 

the Strand. 

In the MS. Franciscan Register, it is said, he ac- 
complished three jubilees — of reHgion, of the priest- 
hood and of the mission — that to this end he proved 
liimself a most loving father to his brethren and child- 
ren, a most watchful shepherd, faithful and laborious 
during the space of fifty-seven years, making himself 

all to all, to gain all to Clirisi 

(61.) n. Edw^ard Davenport, (2d son of Henry,) 

who mari'ied Sarah, daughter of John Wliite, Alder- 
man of Coventry; by whom he had issue, Christopher, 
Winifred, Elizabeth and Philhpa. 
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(62.) III. Christopher Davenport, who married 
Frances, daughter of John Higginson. He is named 
in the Lest Book as a clothier. He was elected Sher- 
iff of Coventry in 1G32, and Mayor in 1641, when 
Charles I., made his tour through the coimtry, and sent 
to the Mayor and Sheriff of Coventry, demanding an 
entrance into the city, which was refused by the in- 
habitants. 

The accompanying fac-simile of his autograph is ^ 
tracing from a book of the Fullers Company, in the 
possession of Mr. Fretton, signed on the 13th day *of 
April, 1623. 




) 



:j)nhMrpint 



(63.) IV. Henr}' Davenport 

(64.) V. John Davenport, born 1597, and pur- 
sued his preparatory studies at tlie Free Grammar 
School of Coventry. He entered Merton College, Ox- 
ford, with his nephew Christopher, in 1613. After 
passing two years at Merton, he removed to Magdalen 
Hall, in the same University, where he remained a 
short time, when he became a licensed minister. After 
«)f)iciating for a few months as chaplain at Hilton Cas- 
tle, he removed to the metropoHs and having perform- 
e<I service for some ^ye years in St Lawrence Church, 
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Old Jewry, London, he was elected in 1624, vicar in 
the neighboring Church of St. Stephen's in Coleman 
street, where he became a minister of note. 

In 1625, he returned to Magdalen Hall, and for some 
time performed his exercise for the degree of Bachelor 
of Divinity, which he received, June 28th of that year, 
and soon after returned to London, where he was es- 
teemed a person of excellent gifts in preaching and 
other qualities belonging to a divine. Here he labor- 
ed for some years, till becoming a decided non-conform- 
ist, he resigned his charge at St. Stephen's in 1688, 
went into Holland, and after some time returned to 
England, and in 1687 sailed for America. 




VHVHVH OF THE HOLY TRISETY. IXJVESTHY, ENGLAND. 



m. JOHN DAVENFOfiT IN AMERICA. 

HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

(No. 64.) John Davenport, the fifth son of Henry, 
by Winifred (Barnabit,) his wife, was bom in the an- 
cient city of Coventry, Warwickshire, England, in 1597; 
and baptized in the Church of the Holy Trinity, (Rev. 
Richard Eaton, rector,) April 9th of the same year. 
" The stone font which then served for baptisms, though 
afterwards banished by Puritanical zeal, has been restor- 
ed to its use, and is still a conspicuous object in the 
beautiful Gothic church, which still retains its almost 
unique stone pulpit constructed on one of the pillars of 
the nave." His father was a merchant (draper,) and 
like his grandfather Edward, was elected to fill the 
highest municipal offices of that city. 

That the rehgious convictions of the father tended 
more strongly to Puritanism than did those of the son, 
for the first years of his public life, is evident from the 
allusion by the son, in a letter to the Secretary of State, 
in 1624, in which he speaks of seeking to influence to 
conformity both his fatlier and uncle, who were other- 
wise inclined. 

His mother was a woman of piety, but was removed 
by death, leaving this son in his infancy, after having 
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dedicated him to the care and special service of God. 
with great fervor and faith, humbly relying on the divine 
promises to faithful parental dedication; and Heaven 
graciously accepted the offering of this believing pa- 
rent, and gave to the dying mother's prayer an early 

answer. 
" The tirst trace of John Davenport's boyhood, is his 

name among the scholars of the Free Grammar School 
of C/Oventry, a famous school for those days, founded 
some lialf century before by John Hales> a wealthy in- 
habitant, and of which the original building, of credit- 
able sixteenth-centuT)' architectiu-e, is still standing and 
used for the purpose of the endowment. From a 
glance at the school room, one miglit almost hoj>e to 
identify the very desk at which the young Davenport, 
of 270 years ago, sat and caned liis muue — so i>erfect 
is the antiquity of the place. The usher of Coventry 
Grammar School iu those days, though by tradition 
not a good disciplinarian, was a famous scholar, Dr. 
Philemon Holland, known even to us by liis transla- 
tions of Pliny and Livy, Xenophon and Plutarch ; and 
it is a pleasant thought that from such an enthusiast, 
Davenport imbibed the taste for classical learning, 
whicli led him in keeping with the fasliiou of the day, 
to load his pages not rarely with original citation and 
reference. Dr. Holland was subsequently head-ma«ter 
of tlie school, and lies buried in Trinits' Church.*'* 

*F. B. Dexter — who visited Coventry a few years since, 
and att^jnded Sabbath sen-ice in Trinity Church. 
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In 1613, he was admitted a member of Merton Col- 
lege ill the Univemty of Oxford. A little previous to 
that event, h^beciune a subject of the special influences 
of God's pfi*a<*.e. Divine love now possessinpj his soid, 
seems to have had a jyoveminjif influence in all the con- 
duct of his futnre life. The frequency with which, in 
after years, he was ac^customed to borrow his imaj^eiy 
and illustrations from the Sacred Word, show a famili- 
aritv with the same, which marks liim as one who from 
the tirst blossominjif of his Chiistian life, was *' mighty in 
the Scriptures." To him we may apply the reference 
of Paul to Timothv, and sav : the faith which first 
dwelt in his gi'aiidmotlier .... and in his mother, Wini- 
fred, was in him also. 

While at the Universitv, he was characterized by that 
close mental application, which he maintained through- 
out his whole life. After passing two yeai's at Merton 
College, he removed to Magdalen Hall, in the same 
Universitv, which he left before the close of that vear, 
and commenced preaching. This was in November, 
1(515 — a few months before he had reached the age of 
nineteen vears. 

The first winter after leaving Oxford, he officiated 

as private chaplain at Hilton Castle, the seat of the 

noble familv of Hilton, a dozen miles north-east of the 

city of Durham.* 

* "The local hiHtorianH all Hpeak of the Htate observed at the 
Oaatle, and of its Chapel an a domestic place of worship, where 
chaplains were always in attendance. The head of the house 
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A good sized well-preserved volume, containing 
some Latin notes of lectures on philosophy, &c., and 
forty-three sermons, or outlines of sermons, written 
with his own hand, and delivered during his ministry, 
at the Castle, was preserved by him, and descended to 
his grandson, the Rev. John Davenport, of Stamford, 
Ct., and was presented by his son, Hon. James Daven- 
port, in 1794, to the Library of Yale College. 

The recent researches of Mr. F. B. Dexter, in Lon- 
don, and his patient deciphering of the manuscript vol- 
ume above referred to, throw much light upon young 
Davenport's history, for the few years previous to his 
settlement in Coleman street — of which by his permiss- 
ion I shall avail myself in this narrative. 

Of this book, he says : " nearest the beginning are 
two sermons in what is apparently an earlier hand 
than the others- On the page between these two is a 
paragraph of personal apologj% beginning thus : * My 
occasions of late have been so many, (wherewith some 
of you have been acquainted,) as that I have scarcely 
had any time to employ my study for preparation here- 
unto, whereupon growing something timorous and 
almost afraid to undertake this, so great a work, at last 
happily I called to mind the resolution of an ancient 
father, that nothing but death should make him break 

in 1615, was a young bachelor of thirty, who died in 1641, alien- 
ating the property and leaving his family in poverty and de- 
cay."— -FT B. Dexler. 
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promise; whereupon I suddenly resolved with myself 
by the help of God to continue firm, hoping that his 
power would appear in my weakness and presuming 
upon your courteous and kind acceptance, either upon 
consideration of the paucity of my years, or the paucity 
of my time which I could allot to this business, either 
of which I doubt not will sufficiently excuse me." 

[May we not conjecture that these two sermons, 
thus apologized for, might have been delivered by 
this youthful preacher on a single Sabbath, at the home 
of his childhood, in the presence of his kindred, and 
perhaps in the very church in which he was baptized.] 

" Next is a sermon headed, 'At Hilton Castle, Anno 
1615. Sermon 1, of J. D., upon Deui xxviii : 1.' Ser- 
mons follow in a regularly numbered series up to 35, 
after which are five others not numbered. Number 15 
of the series is indicated as a sermon preached on 
Christmas Day, and between numbers 17 and 18 comes 
one headed 'Upon New Year's Day.' The sermons are 
so connected by such references as ' you heard in the 
forenoon,' 'you heard the last Sabbath,' etc. as to show 
that they were preached consecutively, two a day, 
c^ounting backwards and forw^ards from the Christmas 
sermon, from November 1615 to March 1616. Thev are, 
as was then the fashion, and preeminently this preacher's 
fashion, in the form of a series, from half a dozen to a 
dozen on a single text,and the whole set interdependent; 
thus he begins the 34th sermon, (from the 1st verse of 

8 
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Exodus XX. * Then God spake all these words/) and sjiid 
*Tho8e few sermons, in number 34, which I have per- 
formed with much weakness in myself and yet pfreat 
strength in respect to the all-sufficient operation of 
God's Spirit, which most glorifieth himself by weak 
means, have been but as a preludium unto this my 
present text, or puii)ose in handling the Command- 
ments.* "I regret to say," adds Mr. Dexter, "that the 
discourses which follow do not get beyond the intro- 
ductorv verses, and that there is reason to fear that the 
patient hearers died without ever learning the full con- 
clusion to which this 'preludium' tended." 

** Oiu* record," continuing the quotation, ** cames us 
to March lOKJ, when Davenpoi-t is all but nineteen 
years of age. Probably the engagement at the Castle 
was soon terminated, for we learn incideutallv from 
one of his later writings that about midsummer of this 
year he began to preach in the metropolis. In what 
particular church, or with what success for a year or 
two we do not hear; but bv the time he reached liis 
majority (we have his word for it a little later) 'it 
pleased God to make his ministry' public and eminent/ 
From his undistinguished field of lalx)r, he comes in 
sight in June, 1()19, when as the records of St. Law- 
rence Jewry inform us, he was elected by the vestry 
of that church, Lecturer and Curate, the Rev. William 
Boswell being Vicar. Here for upwards of five ^eai-s 
he taught with growing reputation. Tlie Church of 
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St Lawrence Jewiy was (and its successor, built after 
great tire of 1G6(), is) in the heart of London, under the 
eaves of Guildhall, and but a stone's throw from Da- 
venport's next parochial charge, St. Stephen's, Cole- 
man Street. Here he grew in favor with the rising 
Puritan party, became intimate with some noble fami- 
lies on that side (especially, it appears, with that of 
Lord Horatio Vere,) and began to work out his evi- 
dent destiny."* 

" The next step was from the curacy here to the vic- 
arage in the adjacent parish. St Stephen's, Coleman 
Street, was notable then, as it is now, for the peculiar 
privilege by which its parishioners elected their own 
minister without interference from outside. In 1624, 
the parish became vacant, and at an election held Oct. 
5th, all but three or four of the seventy-three parish- 
ioners present, voted for the prominent preacher next 
door. But there were reasons why such a promotion 

* St. Lawrence Jewry, King Street, CheapHide, is among the 
oldent of the London parishes. In the old Church, mentioned 
1293, was buried Thomas Bolyn, Earl of Wiltshire, (d. 1471,) 
whose daughter Anne married King Henry VIIL, and was the 
mother of Queen Elizabeth ; here lay also the remains of Rich- 
ard Rich, mercer (d. 1469,) from whom descended the Earls of 
Warwick. 

The old Church was destroyed by the great tire, 1066, and the 
present editice commenced by Sir Christopher Wren, in 1671, 
upon the same site. It has a tower 130 feet high, with, for a 
vane, a gilt gridiron, the emblem of St. Lawrence. 

Here Tillotson was Tuesday lecturer, and here his remains 
were interred in 1694, three years after he wtis consecrated 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
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was distasteful to the leaders in Church and State, and 
to those we owe the preservation of some resulting 
documents, and our knowledge of the facts." 

We are now come to the time when Mr. Davenport 
was made to feel the influence of both the civil and 
ecclesiastical power arraigned against him. 

In the Record Office, London, from State Papers, 
Domestic, Charles I., Vol, 173, No. 42, &c., are copies 
of several letters from Mr. Davenport to Sir Edward 
Conway the principal Secretary of King James I., so- 
liciting his intercession with the King, and Dr. George 
Montaigne, the Bishop of London, that he might be 
permitted to succeed to the charge of the Coleman 
Street Chiu'ch, to which he had been elected by a large 
majority of the voters. The first begins thus: 

May it please your Honor, 

" It hath bene the will of God (against my natural! 
desire of privace and retiredness) to make my ministry', 
for the space of this sixe yeares, in London, public 
and eminent, y^'^ hath caused some to look vpon me 
with a squint eye and hearken to my senncms with 
y*' least [left] eai-e, and by all means to endeavor of 
my discouragement and disgrace, insomuch that I am 
traduced (as 1 hear and feare) to his Ma"® for a Puri- 
tan, or one that is puritanically affected. If by a Puri- 
tan is meant one opposite to y® present Government — 
I profess (as my subscription also testifyeth) the con- 
trary. My practice hath been answerable to that pro- 
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fession. I have been a Curat, in St. Lawrence parish 
in the Old Jury, above five yeares, during w*'** time, 
and in that place (as alsoe y® ministre doth offer to 
testify) I have baptized many but never any w*^out 
the signe of the Cross, I have monethly administered 
y« Sacrament of y« Lord's Supper, but at no tyme 
w**^out y Surplice, nor to any but those that kneeled, 
at w**** tymes also I read the Booke of Common Prayer, 
in forme and manner as is appointed by the Church. 
Besides, I have persuaded many to conformity, yea 
myne own Father and Vncle who are Aldermen of the 
Citty of Coventry, and were otherwise inclined ; yea 
my desire of this pastorall charge sheweth my resolu- 
cion for conformity. 2. If by puritanically affected 
be meant one that secretely encourageth men in oppo- 
sition to the jiresent Government, I profess a hearty 
detestion of such hypocrisy ; my public sermons and 
private discourses have ever aimed at this, to persuade 
men to give unto Cesar the things that are Cesar's, 
and unto God the things that are God's. As for other 
matters, my plain and open appearing in defense of 
y* ceremonies hath caused vnto me some opposition 
from such as disaffect them. 

My himible request, therefore, to your Honor is, that 
it may please you to mediate with his Ma**® on my be- 
half, y* such imputacions may not take any impression 
in his Loyal Breast to the injuiring of the innocent 
and to persuade with the Bishop of London y* nothing 
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may cause him to discountenance my person or pro- 
ceedings, but that I may stand upright in his favora- 
ble and good opinion wh^^ his Lordship may please to 
testify by admitting me into y® place whereunto I am 
lawfully and freely chosen, or (in case that cannot be 
granted) by assuring in the places where I am my con- 
tinuance, with his favor and Love, till it shall please God 
to remove me else whither. For w**^^ noble favor (if my 
presumption be pardoned,) I shall acknowledge my- 
self ever bound to be, 
Your Honor's poor remembrancer at the Throne of 

•Cxrace 

JOHN DAVENPORTE. 

(In Dorso.) 
Mr. Davenport, his letter for admittance to a benefice 
in London whereuuto he is chosen. 

The appeal of the Secretary to the Bishop, called 
forth the following reply. 

May it please yr L'ip: 

The business of Mr. Davenport of wcli you were plejised to 
write yr letters to me bearing date 11th of October, hath some 
difficulty in it wch i will be bold to acquaint yr L'ip wth all and 
then I shall be ready to doe the best I can to comply wth y«- L'ips 
advise. Before this business was afoot, I had on order from 
his Matio to call Mr. Davenport in question, for some jxiints of 
doctrine w^'h he had preached at wcli many yt heard him were 
scandalized, and some getting so desperate yt thtjy were in dan- 
ger of final desperation and the fatal accidents yt usually fol- 
low in such a case. Besides he was reported to be factious and 
popular [i. e. favoring the people,] and draw after him great 
congregations and assembly s of common and meane people. 
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After my coining home I found that he waB chosen by e^popular 
election to this living in Coleman street, and therefore I thought 
it my duty to make a stay in it until I might farther know his 
Maties pleasure therein, rather than to admit him whom I knew 
not to stand so right as he should do in his Matiea favor. 

Now I beseech ye L'ip advise me what you would have me 
doe in this business, and I will give you a true testimony of 
my Love and service w<*h is and shall be always at yr L'ips com- 
mandment, for I am your servant and heartly pray for your 
health and happiness. 

Yr L'ips to doe youre servive. 

GEORGE, London. 

Oct. 14, 1624. 

(In Dorso. ) 
To the Right Honorable Sir Edward Conway, Rt Principal 
Secretary to his Matio at Court 

Mr. Davenport again writes to the Secretary, from 
his house in Milk Street, near Cheapside, Oct 14, 1624, 
in which he states that *'my Lord of London" has re- 
turned to the city, and is confident that two words 
from him to the Bishop would satisfy his Majesty in 
his settlement in the place to which he has been cho- 
sen, and urges him to write to the Bishop with all 
haste and conclude this: "The things I presume to 
beg as principal favors, at your Honor's hands are 
these : 

Ist. That the King (by your effectual mediation,) 
be satisfied concerning me, and that his Majesty would 
be pleased to cause so much to be signified to the 
Bishop. 

2d. That if the Bishop be pleased to confer this 
place upon the other, that I may not suffer any dispar- 
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agement thereby in my reputation, or any damage in 
the place which I hold. 

3d. In this request, I beseech your Honor to take 
no denial^ that however this place succeed, his Lord- 
ship would entertain a good conceit of me; and where- 
as my adversary [Laud,] objecteth that the man whom 
he doth injuriously present to the place is more wor- 
thy than myself, because he hath taken more degress 
at the University than I have, that this may not lessen 
the Bishop's esteem of me nor be divulged to my dis- 
grace, since I am a Hcensed and and conformable Min- 
ister, and that my want of degrees proceedeth not from 
my want of time or of willingness or of sufficiency, (as 
was well known at Oxford,) but from want of means 
(my friends being unwilling) to keep me longer at the 
University. My hope is, after I am settled in a certain 
competency of means to recover the degrees, which 
some think I have lost for want of taking the first op- 
portunity. I beseech your Honor to be earnest and 
effectual with the Bishop, that for your sake and at 
your earnest entreaty, he would spare me in this, and 
so far tender my reputation, as that in the close of this 
business, those that wish me hurt may not insult, and 
that for hereafter he would give audience to none that 
traduce me unto his Lordship." 

The next day, Oct. 15th, Secretary Conway thus 

writes to Bishop Montaigne : 

May it please your Lordship : 
To give me leave to make a suit to you, which I did hope to 
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have done personally, and if I had had the happiness to have 
found yoTir Lordship here, I would have strenthened my suit 
with the assurance of my Lord Buckingham's request, and with 
the approbation of his Majesty; which I hope to pursue so ef- 
fectually, as I trust I shall witness his Majesty's allowance, with 
his great contentment and satisfaction, in any doubts that he 
shall have of the conformity and orthodox doctrine of Mr. Dav- 
enport, for whom I am an humble suitor to your Lordship, that 
you will be pleased to take him into your favor so far as to 
give allowance, and admittance of him into a benefice in Lon- 
don, to which he is chosen. 

My Lord, it would ill become me to countenance or move 
for any that would oppose the ecclesiastical or civil govern- 
ment, in which points there is so little doubt of Mr. Daven- 
port, as your Lordship may be confident. Both his public 
ministry and private conference would become witness, not 
only of his conformity practiced in his doctrine and behavior, 
but of his endeavor to conform others, and among others his 
own father and uncle, who were entangled with the dislike of 
the ordinances of the Church, and are subject to the practice of 
them now with all contentment. 

To this I may add, that in his ministry which he exercised 
in St. Lawrence parish in Old Jewry, he used the surplice ; in 
baptizing used the cross and administered to none but those 
kneeling, and this very pretense and desire of acceptation of a 
benefice may declare his purpose of conformity. I appeal now 
to your Lordship's wisdom, what malicious artifice this is that 
would stain for a particular end, with the style of puritani- 
cal, those persons who for singular gifts and graces in them, 
through the acceptance they have with the people, are able to 
do the most good, both in teaching the truth and the true duty 
of conformity to the ordinances of the Supreme Magistrate. I 
desire not that your Lordship should rest upon my bare testi- 
mony : hear Mr. Davenport, examine his doctrine, his prac- 
tice, his conversation, and if all this lift him above the ordina- 
ry rank and merit of other men and the notice of his enemies 
I am sure they will need no other patronage of him than your 
goodness, nor no mediation of him but your wisdom, equity and 
natural inclination to favor good wheresoever you find it. 
But still your own knowledge and experience of him have in- 
9 
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formed you. I beseech you for the good of the Church, for the 
advantage of his Majestie's service and at the instant request, 
and for the sake of your humble servant, take him into your favor 
and into your protection, admit him to the benefice he pre- 
tends for, and is chosen to, and countenance and favor him in 
the things he hath, that his credit and estate ma}' not suffer by 
the power of malice or misinformation, and the favor you shall 
do to him, I shall receive as so great an obligation done to me, 
and I shall power my service to you for it forever. And al- 
though I will use all opportunities to declare my thankful- 
ness, yet I know you will sooner have cause to repent yourself 
of the courtesy done to me, than of the goodness bestowed upon 
him. I beseech your pardon for my earnestness; neglect not 
my suit, and make yourself master of all the powers and en- 
deavors of your Lordship. 

(In dorso,) 
Bishop of London, sent by Mannington. 

The following day, Oct. 17tb, Mr. Davenport ac- 
knowledges the earnest and friendly intercession of the 
Secretary in his behalf, and adds, " I shall ever bless 
the Fountain of all good, for joining such a head with 
such a heart, and honoiing such a person with such a 
place, and blessing his Majesty with such a Secretary, 
the State with such a friend, so furnished with suffi- 
ciency and tender-heartedness. My continued prayers 
shall be for the continuance of your prosperity, and 
that you may be successful and prosperous in all 
things you undertake, as I hope you have been in this ; 
for since tlie receipt of your letter the Bishop hath 
given good words to this parish for me, but the finisli- 
ing of the business is respited for fourteen days, in the 
compass of which time, his Lordsliip expecteth to un- 
derstand the performance of your noble resolution for 
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the satisfying of his Majesty, till which thing be assur- 
ed him, he professeth that upon peril of loss of what 
lie enjoj^eth, he dare not accept me. 

I hear that Mr. Sidnam, the King's Page, hath in- 
censed his Majesty against me, because above a year 
since I reproved him for swearing at my Lady Vere's, 
which I marvelled at, since at that time he pretended 
thankfulness, witli a free promise of a future reforma- 
tion; what other particulars may be objected I know not. 
My humble suit to your Honor is, that you would be 
pleased to deal so effectually for the discovery of any 
prejudice wherewith his Majesty, by misinformation, 
may be possessed against me, that I may, at the least, 
make advantage of this opportunity to be set right in 
the good opinion of my Sovereign ; and when you shall 
have notified His Majesty, an easy way will be made 
for the pursuits of your noble intentments for my good, 
especially, if at your Honor's request, his Majesty will 
command two Unes to be written to the Bisliop, to as- 
sure him of his satisfaction and royal pleasure that this 
place, (which to another will be but small,) should be 
(^(mf erred upon me; in all which your Honor shall 
receive no prejudice, but much renown fi*om all that 
hear of it, and, which is worth all, much peace in con- 
science upon your remembrance of such an act of mer- 
cy, with the supply of a strong argument whereby to 
expect a gracious answer from God in the time of need, 
when you shall be able to say as Nehemiah did, *Re- 
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member me O my God concerning this!* and myself 
shall ever be bound and found to be your Honor's 
humble and thankful servant 

JOHN DAVENPORTE. 
Dated 17 Oct. 1G24. 

The next day, Secretary Conway writes a letter to 
Dr. George Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury, request-* 
ing him to "hear and and examine Mr. Davenport, who 
is a candidate for a benefice in London, and an emi- 
nent and well deserving light in the Church, but false- 
ly accused of being refractory to ecclesiastical ordi- 
nances. He not only conforms himself, but has pre- 
vailed with his father and vuicle, both Aldermen of 
Coventry', to be content with Church government."* 

Oct. 19th, Mr. Davenport again remits another letter 
to Secretary Conway, with thanks that through his in- 
fluence, the Bishop has become favorable to him, and 
entreats him to perfect his kindly oflSces by obtaining 
for him an expression of the King's good opinion, urg- 
ing that this may be done speedily and closes thus, 
"For yoxu* clear proceeding wherein, I am bold to 
trouble your Honor with the names of those that were 
in the Vestry, whereby it may appear that by unani- 
mous consent, not of some factious people as some have 
suggested, but by the chieftest and most worthy I was 

• From Conway's Letter Book, p. 158 and Calendar of StAte 
Papers ; Domestic, James L, (1624,) p. 357. 
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freely chosen; the other named is my competitor. 
Your judicious eye will soon discern the difference. I 
desire nothing but right, else I were unworthy to use 
or enjoy the countenance of so noble a friend. 

I beseech your Honor that your last motion toward 
the center may be most violent and effectual. Now 
let your humble 8ei*\'ant feel the fruit of your interest 
in the Court, and the effect of your gracious as})ect for 
dispersing these mists, so shall I with a free heart, 
pray for your happiness, and praise your nobleness and 
ever rest your Honor's faithful, thankful servant, 

JOHN DAVENPOBTE. 

P. S. I shall have no good success in this suit, nor 
safety in the things I hold, but shall be obvious to ev- 
ery man's malice, (being now suspected,) unless his 
Majesty be satisfied, and be pleased to signify so much. 
Your honor hath so good interest in the King, 
upon his obseiTation of your fidelity, and so great power 
with the Duke of Buckingham, that I doubt not your 
success, if you please to undertake tlie business which 
your free promise emboldeneth me to effect. Let it 
be pardoned that I press for a speedy dispatch, because 
d^lay breeds danger.*' 

Then follows the certificate of the Church-wardens 
of St. Stephen's, Coleman street, that at a vestry meet- 
ing of that parish, where Mr. Davenport was almost un- 
animously elected vicar, only three or four voting for his 
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opponent^ Mr. Wilson — with a list of 70 parishioners 
who attended the meeting, Oct 5th. 

In this list are found a few who were afterwards 
associated with Mr. Davenport, in the management of 
the Massachusetts Colony, and several others bear the 
names of tliose who subsequently accompanied, or soon 
followed him to America. The second on the list is 
Sir Maurice Abbot, the brother of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury', to whom Secretary Conway had addressed 
his appeal in behalf of Mr. Davenport, on the preceed- 
ing day — a Primate who was himself suspected of a 
leaning to Puritanism. The name of Theophilus Ea- 
ton does not appear upon the list, altliough he was 
subsequently enrolled among his parishioners. 

Nov. 8, (l()*24),Mr. Davenport sent his final acknowl- 
edgements to the Secretary for his successful aid in 
settling this businesK; informing him that after an ex- 
amination, both the Bishop and the King, are satisfied, 
and that he is now inducted into his charge in Cole- 
man street.* 

In the hbrarv' of the American Antiquarian Society 

* St. Stephen'H (Coleman street, ) C'hnrch edifice wtus destroyed 
by the Great Fire in 1606, andre-bniltby Sir Christopher Wren, 
as we now see it, with a tower and bell turret (Jo feet hi^b. 
Among the monuments, is a marble bivs-relief by E. W. Wyon, 
erected in 1847, to the Rev. Josiah Pnitt, recent Vicar of the 
parish, whose missionary labors are personified by the Angel 
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at Worcester, Mass., is a bound volume, consisting of 
miscellaneous tracts, pamphlets, &c., which belonged to 
the private library of Mr. Davenport. On a blank leaf, 
at the close of one of these pamphlets, containing the 
Thirtv-nine Articles of the Church of Enj^land, is found 
the following declaration, evidently written with his 
owai hand, and duly signed in the handwriting of the 
Church-wardens. What adds additional interest to this 
incident is the fact that two of the names which appear 
as witnesses to this document are afterwards found 
among the members of the celebrated Westminister 
Assemblv of Divines. Its date is four davs later than 
his announcement to 8ecretar\' Ccmwav, of the teimi- 
nation of the emban*assments, that for four weeks had 
environed him. 

**Nov. 7, 1()24. — Jolm Davenport, clerk, vicar of St. 
Stephen's in Coleman street, London, did, this day 
above written, being Sunday, publicly read this book 
of Articles herein contained, bemg in number 81), be- 
sides the ratification, and declared Ids full and unfeign- 
ed assent and consent thereunto, in the time of moniing 
prayer, next alter the second lesson, before the whole 
congregation; as also the said John did the same day 
administer the holy communicm, in the said parish, in 

of the CrORpel, ftddrcHsinj; an African, Hindoo and New Zoalan- 
der. The entrance gateway from Coleman street, haH a very 
cnrionH sculpture embodying the Last Judgment. - 7VW/.v' (hun- 
osUieji of London. 

I believe the present vicar (1876,) to be a son of Rev. J. Pratt 
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his surplice, according to the order prescribed by the 
Church of England, in the presence of those whose 
names are hereunto written. 



Church Wardens, 



Henky Wood, 
William Spukstowe, 
Sabiuel Alderhey, 
Richard Symonds, 
Thomas IVLvston, 
John Wells, 
William Hill, 
Robert Holmes/' 



A calm seems now to have ensued, and the youthful 
pastor, not now twenty-seven years of age, devotes him- 
self to the welfare of the people who had called him to 
minister unto them in spiritual tilings. 

In the ensuing spring, the tune had evidently arrived, 
when IVIr. Davenpoi-t, may be supposed to have become 
** settled in a certain competency of means to recover 
the degrees," the opportunity for which he had not 
availed himself of, since his retirement from Oxford in 
1 ()!(>. 

We are fortunately in posseasion, in his own hand, 
through the manuscript volume before refeiTed to, not 
only of the exact date when he repaired to the Univer- 
sity for this object, but of the precise fonn, both of the 
questions proposed, and the responses given on tliis 
occasion. These ai'e as follows, the answers being giv- 
en in regular hexameter and pentameter verse : 
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Questiones in sacra theologia discutieudse 
Oxonii Mali die 18 Anno 1625*o, 

Respondente me Johanne Davenportio, 
Gradum Baccalaurii in sacra theologia suscepturo, 

■. r Reconciliatio per mortem Christi sit singulis 
J. I hominibus impetrata ? 

2 I Vere renati possint gratia finaliter aut totali- 
ty ter excidere ? 

Qucestio 1 ma. Neg. 

Uno torquemur morbo : Medicina paratur 
Faucis. Cur paucis ? Sic voluit medicus. 

Uno leetamur merito : nee serpit in omnes 
Vis morbi. Cur hoc ? noluit hoc medicua 

Culpa quidem communis erat, non cura ; patescit 
Inde malis judex, et pater iude bonis. 

Qua?stis 2 da. 

Quos sibi cum sponsas Christus tum membra vocavit, 
Queis arrham sancti liaminis ipse dedit, 

Non hos divellit mundi satanseye protestas, 
Infemi in tales porta valere nequit. 



10 
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TVanslation. 

Questions in Sacred Theology, to be discussed at 
Oxford, on the 18th of May, 1625, 1, John Davenport, 
candidate for the degree of Bachelor of Divinity, being 
the respondent. 

Ist. Whether by the death of Christ reconcihation 
has been obtained for every man ? 

2d. Whether the truly regenerate can finally or en- 
tirely fall from grace ? 

Ist Question — negative. 

We are tormented with one disease : a remedy is 
provided for a few. Why for a few? Because so 
the physician has willed it In his merit alone we re- 
joice : and the power of the disease doth not extend 
over all. Why is this so? Because the physician 
willed it should not. The guilt indeed was common, 
but not the cure ; hence he appears the Judge of the 
wicked, and hence the Father of the good. 

2d Question — negative. 

Those whom Christ has called his spouse and his 

members, those to whom he has given the earnest of 

the Spirit, neither the power of the world nor of satan 

can wrest from him, nor can the gates of hell prevail 

against them.* 

* In the Calendar of State Papers, I find the following : "May 
22, 1623. St. John's, Oxford, Thomas Turner to Bishop Land, 
of St. David's. Reports the proceedings of a disputation be- 
tween Mr. Davenport and Mr. Palmer on the question whether 
the regenerated could finally fall from grace." 
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With this brief expose of his theology, the dogma of 
which, in accord with that of the age and place in 
which it was dehvered, was deemed orthodox — John 
Davenport went back to London, entitled to write 
himself Bachelor of Divinity. 

On his return to his flock, new scenes, new labors 
and trials were opened before him in his appointed 
field of labor. 

In the following months of 1625, the city of London 
was visited with a dreadful plague which swept off 
35,000 of its inhabitants. While many pastors deser- 
ted their flocks, and fled from the wasting pestilence, 
Mr. Davenport remained firmly at his post, and, plant- 
ing himself on those promises of divine protection and 
security amid surrounding judgments, contained in 
the 91st Psalm, courageously passed this season of 
awful visitation in proclaiming to the afflicted and the 
dying the consolations and hopes of the Gospel. His 
Christian fidelity greatly endeared him to all, and on 
the Parish Records is now to be found a special vote 
passed in the spring of 1626. " That Mr. Davenport 
shall ha^x*. of the parish funds in respect of his care and 
ptiitia taken in time of the visitation of sickness^ as a 
gratuity y the sum of £20."* 

Following the Divinity questions in the manuscript 
volume are about 66 pages, recording a controversy 

• Of this parish, John Hay ward was under sexton daring the 
Great Plague, (1665,) when he carried the dead to their 
graves, and fetched the bodies with the Dead Cart and Bell, yet 
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carried ou between Mr. Davenport and Dr. Alexander 
Leighton, "the famous son of a more famous father," 
Archbishop Leighton, which though undated may be 
set down as having taken place in the years 1626-7. 

Dr. Leighton was a Scotchman, with a slight tinge 
of the pertinacity characteristic of that people, and 
having heard, incidentally, of the opinions of Mr. Da- 
venport as expressed to a certain Mr. Smith, took oc- 
casion to challenge him to a discussion upon the cere- 
mony of kneeling at the Sacrament. Mr. Davenport 
expressed his aversion to entering at this, or any time, 
the lists of disputants, especially upon a subject which 
had so Httle bearing upon practical Christian life, and 
repHed, non sunt lUigandi ista sed orandi tempora — these 
are not times for disputing, but for pra^dng ; neverthe- 
less he accepted the challenge, taking the affirmative 
side of the question, but in which no important princi- 
ple was involved. 

In what spirit Mr. Davenport answers the some- 
what ijery questions of Dr. Leighton, may be judged 
from the opening correspondence here recorded, to 
which we now introduce our readers.* 

never had the distemper at all, but lived about twenty years af- 
ter it. — Defoe's Memoirs. 

In the old Church was buried Master Anthony Munday, (d. 
1633) who wrote a continuation of Stow's Survey and for more 
than forty years arranged the City pagents and shows. 

* It may here be added, that this Dr. Leighton, afterwards, so 
far placed himself in antagonism with the civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal power, by his injudicious utterances against his Sovereign, 
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" The tmie copy of a dispute between Dr. Leighton, 
(Dr. of Physic,) sometimes a preacher, and John Daven- 
port, Bachelor of Divinity, and Pastor of St. Stephen's 
in Coleman street, about kneehng at the Sacrament 



DB. LEIOBTCN'b letter. 

To Mr. Davenport 

Sib: — Whereas I am informed that you are willing to enter 
the lists of a friendly dispute, about the controversy of kneel- 
ing at the Sacrament ; the law requires that you should be the 
disputant because it is your practice. J\ffirmanti eifacierUi in- 
cumbii prcbatio, the which being answered, I shall be ready to 
turn disputant ; but if you will have me to begin first, be 
pleased to answer these questions. Xarn lied disputarUem inter- 
rogari. 

1. Whether kneeling at Sacrament be the ordinance of God, 
or man, or whether it had not its first institution from Antichrist? 

2. Whether kneeling at Sacrament be a thing indifferent, or 
no? 

3. Whether kneeling be a religious worship, or no ? 

4. If it be a religious worship, whether the elements in the 
Sacrament be not objective a qno the motive of the worship? 

5. Whether Christ and his Apostles after him, did not sit at 
the Sacrament, as they did at their ordinary meals ? 

An answer to these shall facilitate the dispute and much clear 
the controversy, for the truth should be our aim, and not the 
victory. If you will first dispute, I will answer any question, 
(as well as I can) concerning the controversy, so I will desire 
nothing to be done but what I will do. Lastly, I do expect that 
you will take your course in the dispute, and let me have argu- 
ments for arguments, and you shall have answers for answers, 

and the ceremonies and practices of the Church, as to suffer a 
torture and mutilation almost too fearful to relate, and too dis- 
graceful for the records of any civilized nation. —See Neal's 
Puritans, Vol. I, pp. 301, 2; 359. 
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as I take the conditions propounded to be legal, so I expect an 
answerable answer. 

ALEXANDER LEIGHTOK. 



MB. Davenport's answer. 



To Dr. Leighton : 

Sir: — When we duly consider the distresses of the 
Reformed Church, in these days, we shall soon con- 
clude with him that said, non sunt lUigandi ista sed or- 
andi tempora. Neither was it my purpose to enter the 
lists of dispute at any time, much less now, about such 
questions as these ; for is it not work enough to 
preach unless we dispute also ? Or, if we must dispute, 
were it not better to unite our forces against those who 
oppose us in fundamentals, than to be divided amongst 
ourselves about ceremonials ? Who can without sor- 
row and fear observe how Atheism, Libertinism, Pa- 
pism and Arminianism, both at home and abroad, have 
stolen in and taken possession of the house, whilst we are 
at strife about the hangings and paintings of it ? — and 
the enemy strikes at the heart, whilst we busy ourselves 
in washing the face of this lK)dy. How much better 
would it beseem us, to combine together in an holy 
league, against the common adversary, according to 
Joab's agreement with Abishai : (2 Sam. x : 11,) If the 
Aramits [Syrians,] be stronger than I, thou shalt help 
me, and if the children of Ammon be too strong for thee, 
111 come and succor thee, than thus to resemble those 
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servants of Saul and David, under the command of 
Abner and Joab, each of which caught his fellow by 
the head, and thrust his sword into his feUow's side and 
so they both feD down together. 

For Mr. Smith's private satisfaction, (whose scruples 
about this and some other particulars hindered his 
public ministry,) I offered to communicate with him, in 
a friendly conference, those groimds which moved me 
to conformity, herein being persuaded that the same 
right would also prevail with him. He, beyond my 
thought at the time, acquainted you with the motion. 
You have brought the matter to this issue, that I must 
answer, or else my ministry will suffer by my silence, 
whilst it is undoubtedly ascribed by some, that either 
out of ignorance in these particulars, we take things 
as they are imposed without examining them^ or, out 
of a corrupt mind, we dispense with ourselves in those 
things against our knowledge for worldly expectations. 
Make good either of these, and then who vnll believe 
our report ? Who will regard our ministry ? Where- 
fore that I may in time quench this spark, and so pre- 
vent a greater tire being thus called, I accept your 
challenge, and proceed to answer your questions. 

* Id Question, Whether kneeling at the Sacrament be 
the ordinance of God, or man, or whether it had its 
tirst institution from Antichrist ? 

Ans, This question seemeth to be somewhat con- 
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fusedly propounded, which, that I may answer it dis- 
tinctly, must be divided into two questions 

Ist Ques. Whether kneeling at the Sacrament be 
of God, or man ? 

Ans. lift If it were an ordinance of man, yet it must 
be obeyed (1 Peter ii : 13) so long as neither expressly, 
nor by necessary consequence, it crosseth any com- 
mandment of God. But, 

2dly. I take kneeling in the general, to be an ordinance 
of God, a gesture appointed of God, and sanctified by 
his Word for external adoration, to testify the inward 
adoration of the mind, which a Christian may use in 
any lawful worship of God, as in prayer, thanksgiving, 
hearing of the Word, receiving of baptism, and the 
Lord 8 Supper, etc. For I take it, that what the Holy 
Ghost sayth by David, Ps. xcv : 6, (Let us worship and 
bow down and kneel before the Lord,) doth signify 
this gesture to me to be used in any lawful worsliip of 
God ; and so, by consequence, in receiving the Lord's 
Supper. 

2(1 Ques. Whether kneeling at Sacrament had not 
its first institution from Antichrist ? 

A?i8. Ist. If it had it matters not so long as it is 
agreeable to the rule ; but 

2dly. I deny it For all the hand that the Popes 
had in the institution hereof, for aught I can find, was 
for the worship of the elevated host. Honorius decre- 
vit ut cum eleixdur hostia sdutaris quusque ^ reverenter 



THE DA\'ENPORT FAMILY. 77 

iadinet. This invention is ascribed by some to Inocen- 
tius, by others to Hoilorius. Whosoever invented it, we 
disclaim it, in respect of the use whereunto they inten- 
ded it. 

2. Qu4^, Whether kneeling at the Sacrament be a 
thing indifferent or no ? 

AruH, In its own nature it is, but being commanded 
by authority and allowed by the Word, I think it is bet- 
ter done than omitted. 

3. Qiies. Whether kneehng be rehgious worship 
or no? 

A)iH. To speak properly, kneeling is not ipse cuUu,% 
hut quiddain annex iu ruUufi / it is but an adjunct, an 
appurtenance of worship, not the worship of God, nor 
any essential part of worship, but an accessory comple- 
ment, ordained for the more convenient discharge of 
the necessary worship of God. 

4. Ques. Whether the elements in the Sacrament 
be not objective a quo the motive of this worship ? 

Ann. The elements are objedus a quo scU. significa- 
tive, the signs moving us to lift up our minds from the 
earthly object of sense, bread and wine, to the spirit- 
ual object of faith, the body and blood of Christ, 
which is far from idolatry, as shall appear if you 
object. 

5. Qu€i<. Wliether God or Christ, be not the object 

of that worsliip ? 

Ana, These two questions seem coincident, and for 
11 
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that cause, the answer to the former shall serve for 
this also, till vou demand another. 

6. Quea, Whether Christ and his Apostles after 
him did not sit at the Sacrament as they did at their 
ordinary' meals ? 

Ani<. 1. We find what gesture they used at supper, 
but what gesture they used at the Sacrament doth not 
appear, for aught I know, in any of the four EvangeUsts, 
which, it may be, was concealed to prevent this objec- 
tion. 

2d. If the gesture did appear, yet, I think, Christ's 
example doth not bind us without an express rule, es- 
pecially in ceremonials. 
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To show that others besides Mr. Davenport's con- 
gregation were permitted to reap the harvest of his 
sowing, may be mentioned the circumstance, that about 
this time, he was the means of the conversion of William 
Kiffen, who became a distinguished minister of the 
Baptist denomination. 

" One of the members of his church in Coleman 
street, was Theophilus Eaton, with whom, though six 
years older than himself, he had been intimate in child- 
hood, the father of Eaton being one of the ministers 
of Coventry'.* It had been the hope of Eaton's friends 
to see him in the ministry ; but the Providence that 
controls all things had other designs concerning him ; 
and therefore, the pious ambition of his friends was de- 
feated. Being permitted to follow his own preferen- 
ces, he became a merchant, and in that employment 
was eminent and successful. It may be presumed 

* Hin father was Rev. Richard Eaton, who waH descended 
from an ancient family in the County of Chester, near the orig- 
inal seat of the Davenports. He became vicar of the Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Coventry, Jan. 12, 1590, and was the in- 
cumbent at the baptism of Christopher Davenport, Oct. 1, 1590, 
and of his brother, John Davenport, April 9, 1597. 

In the City Council Book, is the following note entry, '* April 
14, 1598, Richard Eaton to have £6, 13s. 4d., annually at 
Micheelmas in augmentation of his living during pleasure.*' 

He left several children : Theophilus, a London merchant, 
who was for some time engaged in trade with Denmark and the 
ports of the Baltic ; Samuel, who also became a non-conformed 
minister, and came to America, and whose son, Nathaniel, was 
the first rector of what is now Harvard College, Cambridge, 
Mass. 
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that Eaton's friendship for Davenport had something 
to do with biingiiig the young preacher to London, 
and fixing him there. Thenceforward the two Hved in 
uninteri'upted intimacy ; they were rarely separated 
from each other : their history runs in one channel ; 
then- names are inseparably associated."* 

During his ministry in London, Mr. Davenport en- 
joyed the acquaintance, and esteem, of the most dis- 
tinguished persons belonging to the Puritan paiiy in 
the Chui'ch of England. Among these may be men- 
tioned Dr. John Preston, Master of Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge. This man's popularity as a teacher was so 
great, that Fuller calls him the greatest pupil -monger 
ever known in England. " He was," says Mr. M'Clure, 
a learned theologian, a most eloquent preacher, and 
also a deep politician. James L made him chaplain to 
the Prince of Wales, and also to himself, and lU'ged 
upon him the rich bishopric of Gloucester. On the 
death of King James, Dr. Preston rode up to London, 
in a close carriage, with the young king, and the Duke 
of Buckingham. He was again oft'ered a bishopric, 
and the office of Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, which 
was the highest office in the Stat«, and entitled the 
holder to preside in the house of peers. These tempt- 
ing lures were oftered, in the hopes of bringing over 
the Puritan paii}' to the king's side, by means of Dr, 
Preston's vast infiuence. But the good man had a 

• Historical Discourses, Rev. Dr. Bacon, New Haven, 18Ji8, 
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conscience, and could not be bought He declined 
the proffered honors, and firmly adhered to his princi- 
ples. Before he died, which was in 1628, this celebra- 
ted man showed his confidence in the young vicar of 
St. Stephen's, by leaving his writings to be pubhshed 
under Mr. Davenport's care, by whom accordingly 
they were edited."* 

In April 1627, we have, dated from his study in Cole- 
man street, an admirable preface from his pen to a vol- 
ume of sennons of Rev. Henry Scudder, a country 
minister, and which rapidly passed through several 
editions. This Prefatorj- Epistle will appear in the 
appendix to this work 

In the same year an association was formed in Lon- 
don, the design of which was, by certain measures in 
connection with the Established Church, to promote 
throughout England an able and evangelical ministry, 
and its measures seem to have gained mucli favor with 
the people, and to have promised usefulness. It was, 
in fact, a sort of Home Missionary Society. Funds, to 
a considerable amount, were raised bv voluntarv con- 

* Life of John Davenport, by Rev. J. W. M*Chire. 

A copy of one of Dr. Preston's works printed in 1()33, with a 
preface jointly signed by Richard Sibbs and John Davenport, 
his literarj' executors, is now in the hands of the writer. This 
volume belonged to Mr. Davenport and descended to the libra- 
ry of his grandson, the Rev John Davenport of Stamford, Conn., 
and is now owned by Mr. Henry F. Taylor, of that place, 
who is a descendant of Elizabeth Davenport, the youngest 
daughter of the Stamford minister, who became the wife of Rev. 
"William Gaylord of Wilton, Conn. 
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tributions to support able and faithful lecturers. The 
trustees who couducted the business of the association 
were called "feoffees in trust." These feoffees were 
twelve in number : four of them clergymen, of whom 
Mr. Davenport was one ; four of them laywers, of 
whom one was a king's sergeant ; and four of them citi- 
zens, one of whom was the Lord Mayor of London. 

In the latter part of this year, the See of London, 
became vacant, and the King at once appointed Dr. 
Wilham Laud to the bishopric. This was a severe 
blow to the evangehcal party and especially to Mr. 
Davenport, for reasons which are clearly hinted at in 
his letter to Lady Mary Vere, under date of June 30th, 
1628.* 

" I have had divers purpose of writing to your Hon- 
or, only I delayed in hopes to write somewhat concern- 
ing the event and success of our High Commisition 
troubles. But I have hoped in vain, for to this day we 
are in the same condition as before delayed to the fin- 
ishing of this session in Parhament, which now is in- 
happily concluded without any satisfying contentment 
to the King or commonwealth. Threatenings were 
speedily revived against us by the new bishop of Lon- 
don, Dr. JLaudy even the next day after the conclusion 
of their session. We expect a fierce storm from the 
enraged spirit of the two bisliops. Ours, as I am in- 
formed, bath a particular aim at me, upon a former 

• Printed in Edition of 1851, p. 314. 
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quarrel, so that I expect ere long to be deprived of my 
pastoral charge in Coleman street But I am in God's 
hand, not in theirs, to whose good pleasure I do con- 
tentedly and cheerfully commit myself. If it be his 
will to have me laid aside as a broken vessel of no use, 
his will be done, and blessed be his name that he hakh 
served himself of me hitherto. If otherwise he be gra- 
ciously pleased to continue me in my station and min- 
istry, he is able to keep that which I have committed 
to him, and I will wait on his goodness, however things 
succeed on earth. If he will not dehver me out of the 
mouth of the lions, yet he will dehver me from every 
evil work, and will preserve me to his heavenly king- 
dom. In the midst of these troubles the Lord had not 
left me without many comforts, among which, the re- 
membrance of your former favors, and the assurance of 
the present help of your prayers which I know prevail 
much with God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, doth 
exceedingly comfort me." 

What were the details of the " former quarrel " here 
alluded to we are not advised, but it could not have 
been long before this time that Mr. Davenport had 
been convened before the High Commission as a noto- 
rious delinquent, because he had united with some 
other worthy persons in promoting a private subscrip- 
tion in behalf of the poor distressed ministers of the 
Palatinate of the Rhine. 

These ministers had been driven into exile by the 
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religious persecutions of Ferdinand 11., the papist Em- 
peror of Germany. The Queen of Bohemia, (the wife 
of Frederic V.,) who was sister to Charles I., desired 
that aid might be rendered them from England. The 
king was disposed to grant her request, and the brief 
was prepared authorizing the collections. Objections 
were at once raised against these proceedings by Laud, 
because these impoverished ministers, suffering as they 
were for the faith of Christ, were Calvinists or Presby- 
terians. Swayed by these and other arguments, the 
brief was altered and the pubhc collections soon ceas- 
ed . Upon this, Mr. Davenport united with Doctors 
Sibbs, (xouge and other Puritan divines in promoting 
a private subscription, and thus sought to afford relief 
thi'ough their individual efforts to their afflicted breth- 
ren. This was the sum of his offence, and for so no- 
torious an exhibition of the broad principle of charity, 
the arm of the devout bishop was raised against him. 
These \evy proceedings, however, as we shall see in 
the end, were but working out the designs of an all- 
wise Providence for still greater good.* 

' Under date, March 2d, 1627, is found a "circular letter of 
Thomas Taylor, Richard Sibbs, John Davenport, and William 
Gouge setting forth the lamentable distress of 240 godly preach- 
ers and several thousand private persons, cast out of their houses 
by the fury of merciless papists in the Upper Palatinate, and 
calling upon all godly Christians, to unit^ their hearts, and 
hands, for some present supply for them until some public means 
may be raised for their relief. " C/opy endorsed by Bishop Laud. 
See Calendar of State Papers — Letters and Papers— Foreign 
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From copies of MSS., from the State Paper Office, 
obligingly furnished by Mr. Dexter, we will here 
stop and make a brief record, from an elaborate an- 
swer of Mr. Davenport, ** to certain objections devised 
against him by Timothy Hood, sometime his curate." 
Tim Hood, as Mr. Davenport calls him, was evidently 
one who cared more for the fleece than the flock, and 
being a factious person and disposed to shirk his du- 
ties was dismissed by Mr. Davenport from office. 
Whereupon he formulated sundry charges against the 
vicar to the effect that he was addicted to Puritanical 
practices, such as not reading the Litany on Sundays, 
not wearing the surpUce, and also administering the 
Sacrament to those that did not kneel, including the 
wife of said John Davenport He complains, also, that 
Mr. Davenport had not employed him to preach in his 
absence, et sic de cceteris. 

To these complaints, Mr. Davenport makes defense: 
that ** it was the practice of his church to have the sur- 
plice worn at least once a month, and sometimes often- 
er : and that the Litany was read in his church on 
Wednesday and Fridays, and sometimes on Sundays ; 
although that was not the usual custom in his or other 
churches." 

and Domestic — Pabliuhed by the British Gk)vemment, in 82 
Volumes. 

A set of these Volumes is found in the Library of the Long 
Island Historical Society, Brooklyn, N. Y.. presented by the 
British (Government, under the direction of the Master of Rolls, 
London, 1874. 

13 
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He states that " his parish containeth in it about 1400 
communicants, and by reason of the smallness of the 
church,so many as usually resort to the Sacrament, can- 
not receive at the communion table, for which cause 
he is constrained to administer to them, from pew to 
pew, throughout the body of the church, as well as in 
the chancel. Many of these pews are so filled that it 
is impossible that many should receive it kneeling ; 
wherebv he is constrained to administer to them in 
such gestures as they can receive it in, neither can he 
take notice of every one's gestures ; but when he hath 
observed some to sit, that might conveniently kneel, 
he hath advised them to kneel, and they have obey- 
ed, and then he hath administered to them. Con- 
cerning his wife, he saith, that upon his own knowledge, 
she had receieved the Sacrament at his hands kneeling, 
many times, neither had the said Tim Hood acquainted 
him, the said John Davenporte, that he observed any 
such thing concerning his wife, as is charged in this ar- 
ticle. To what is added concerning non-conforming 
ministers, he saith, that aU not conforming, do not 
hold it unlawful to receive the Sacrament kneeling, as 
he is able to declare in some with whom he has had 
discourse about the matter ; neither hath the said cu- 
rate informed the said John Davenpoi-te, at any time 
whilst he was with him, of the contrar}- practice in any 
of them, et .^ic de cceferis. 

He then goes on to complain that Hood, for a whole 
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year, had stood aloof from his rector, seldom caUing 
upon him except to collect his qiiarteraye, and that he 
refused to comply with the stipulation made at his first 
engaging him ; that *' the curate must necessarily have a 
chamber in his parish, because there is a daily use of 
him in so large a parish ; but that the said Tim Hood 
took a chamber in Duke's Place, which is about half a 
mile from the parish, whereupon great inconveniences 
foDowed, viz : that some who brought their children 
to be baptized, and their dead to be buried, had re- 
turned home with the loss of their labors and expecta- 
tions, if tlie said John Davenporte had not been ready 
at hand to do these offices; And I told him "he that is 
curate in this place must dwell in the parish ; if you 
will not, I must of necessity have one that will;" so he 
agreed to pay him in full for the quarter which was be- 
gun, and that "he should have full liberty to follow his 
opportunities for his future settling, without interrup- 
tion. "When the curate heard this he was very well 
content, and seemed very thankful, and signed an ac- 
quittance, wherein he released the said John Daven- 
porte, from all promises and engagements to him, and 
prayed God to bless him, affirming that he had much 
cause to speak nothing but good of him in every place, 
or to that purpose, so they made a final conclusion before 
witnesses." Mr. Hood appears to have so far fallen 
fn/m grcu'e, as afterwards to bring forward these " Objec- 
tions;" although it does not appear that judgment 
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was rendered in the case, and it has been reasonably 
hinted that " this may quite possibly be the occasion 
subsequently referred to by Laud, as one in which he 
had used ^eat moderation with Mr. Davenport, think- 
ing that he had persuaded him and settled his judg- 
ment" 

But now to return to our narrative, we find in the 
early part of 1632, that proceedings were renewed 
against the measures of Church reform, which were 
clearly developing themselves into the principle of vol- 
untarv association, so distasteful to Laud and his ad- 
herents. 

Through the influence of Laud with the king, the 
trusteeSjOr feoffees, were soon after arraigned before the 
Court of the Exchequer, where the association was con- 
demned as dangerous and illegal ; the whole of the 
funds collected, (about six thousands pounds,) were con- 
fiscated to the king's use ; and the feoffees were refer- 
red for punishment to that infamous tribunal, the Star 
Chamber. The unpopularity of the proceedings, how- 
ever, caused the matter to be dropt, and tlie fines and 
penalties with whicJi these excellent men were threat- 
ened, in their pious and laudable undertaking, were 
never executed. 

It was on this afflictive occasion, that Mr. Davenport 
wrote the following passages in his great Bible : — 

" Feb. 11, 1632. The business of the feoffees being 
to be heard the third time at the Exchequer, I prayed 
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earnestly that God would asBist our counselors in open- 
ing the case, and be pleased to grant, that they may 
get no advantage against us to punish us, as evil doers; 
promising to observe what ansioer he gave. Which see- 
ing he hath graciously done, and dehvered me from 
the thing I feared, I record to these ends : — 

" 1. To be more InduidTnfjUii in my family. 

" To check my ti?ithauk fulness. 

" 3. To quicken myself to thankfubtesa. 

"To awaken myself to more uxUchfulness for the 
time to come, in remembrance of his mercy. 

" Which I beseech tlie Lord to grant ; upon whose 
faithfulness in his covenant, I cast myself to be more 
faithful in my covenant 



}} 



Amid the constant cares of so large a communion, 
his frequent literarj' efforts, and instant watchful- 
ness against the enemies by which he was beset, in 
high and low places, it is interesting to note the loyal- 
ty of the people to their overworked pastor, and to find 
on the parish records, the following entry, April 1683 : 
" It is agreed that Mr. Davenport, shall have out of 
the parish stock £20, toward his charge in going and 
coming from the Bath." 

Until now, Mr. Davenport had adhered to the Es- 
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tablisbed Church, although there were many things in 
its communion which he could not approve, and which 
he sought to have reformed. 

About this time his personal friend, Rev. John Cot- 
ton of Boston, in Lincolnshire, resigned his charge, 
having become a non-conformist. He was now on a 
visit to London. Mr. Davenport, and some others, 
sought an interview with him for the purpose of con- 
vincing him that he ought not to leave his flock, but 
retain his connection with the English Church. The 
result of this interview was, that instead of bringing 
Mr. Cotton over to his views, Mr. Davenport, before 
somewhat "staggered in his conformity" became fully 
convinced by the strong reasonings of his pious and 
erudite friend, and was brought over to his side. 

Before, however, he openly declared his intentions, 
he had several interviews with Laud. The bishop, 
(whose most weighty argument in meeting all scru- 
ples of conscience in these matters, was the Star 
Chamber,) said in reference to Mr. D.," / thought 
I had tiettled his judgment ;" but found himself 
greatly mistaken when he discovered that he had 
openly " declared his judgment against conformity 
with the Church of England," that he had resigned his 
benefice, and even made his escape from the warrant 
which was out against him, by fleeing into Holland. 
And yet this was the man who afterwards, in a speech 
before the House of Lords, spoke of Mr. Davenport as 
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a most religious man, who fled to New England for the 
sake of a good conscience."* 

One principal event which undoubtedly brought 
matters to a crisis, was the sudden death of George 
Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury, who had been 
known as favorable to the Puritan party. This oc- 
curred Aug. 4th, 1633, and on Tuesday, the 6th, the 
king announced his intention to advance Laud to the 
primacy. Mr. Davenport well knew what he had to 
expect from Laud's elevation, and at once sought to 
seclude himself from one, whose increased power 
would (mly be used to crush him. 

• Answer to Lord Say'H speech. 

A brief extract from Prynne as given by Neal,! will throw 
light on some points of history to which allusion has now been 
made. In describing the subsequent trial of Archbishop Land, 
he says : "The managers went on to charge the Archbishop 
with his severe persecution of those clergymen who had dared 
to preach against the dangerous increase of Arminianism and 
Popery, or the lute innovations : they instanced Mr. Chauncey, 
Mr. Workman, Mr. Davenport, and others ; some of whom 
were punished in the High ('ommission, for not railing in the 
communion table, and for preaching against images, and when 
Mr. Davenport fled to New England to avoid the storm, the 
Archbishop said his arm shouhl reach hhn ihtre. They objected 
further, his suppressing afternoon sermons on the Lord's day, 
and the laudable design of buying in impropriations which 
was designed to encourage such lectures, Laud replied that 
the censures passed upon these men was the act of the High 
Commission and not his, and if he did say his arm should 
reach Mr. Davenport in New England, he sees no harm in it, 
for offences against good order should be dealt with by law. 

He [Laud] confessed that he overthrew the design of buying 

I Neal'8 PuritanH. vol. ii.. p. 28*i. 
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Previous to his embarkatioii for Holland, Mr. Daven- 
port called together the principal people of his charge, 
desiring their opinion and advice, when he acknowledg- 
ed their right to him as their pastor, and declared 
that, " No danger i<hoiUd drive him from any service 
which they s/iould expect or demand at his hands." 
With a noble disinterestedness of soul, which reflected 
great honor upon them, and demonstrated their affec- 
tion for their pastor and their respect for what he con- 
sidered the rights of conscience, and yet thoroughly 



up impropriations, and he thanked Qod that he had destroyed 
it, for he conceived it to be a plot against the Church, for if it 
had succeeded, more clergymen would have depended on the 
feoffees than on the king, and on all the peers and bishops be- 
sides, and he proceeded against them according to law, and if 
the sentence was not just, it must be the judges' fault and not 
his. The Commons replied that it was notorious to all men 
how cruel he had been toward all those who had dared to take 
a stand against his proceedings, and put him in mind of many 
who had been forced into Holland and America, to avoid the 

ruin of themselves and family As to the impropriations, 

there was no design in the feoflfees to render the clergy inde- 
pendent of the bishops, for none were presented but conforma- 
ble men, nor did any preach but such as were licensed by the 
bishop ; indeed the design being to encourage the preaching 
of the Word of God, the feoflfees were careful to employ such 
persons as would not be idle ; and when they perceived the 
Archbishop was bent on their ruin, Mr. White went to his grace 
and promised to rectify anything that was amiss, if the thing 
itself might stand. But he was determined to destroy it, and 
by his mighty influence obtained a decree that the money 
should be paid into the Exchequer, by which an end was put 
to one of the most charitable designs for the good of the Church 
that has been formed these many years. " 
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aware of their loss, they advised him for his own safe- • 
ty to resign his office. 

"In the Library of the American Antiquarian Society, 
in Worcester, is a manuscript of some sevenfy-five 
pages, beheved to be in Davenport's hand ; and so far 
as I have had an opportunity to examine it, I think 
it unquestionably his : if so, it must have been ad- 
dressed to his parishioners at St. Stephen^s, just before 
his fleeing the country. The subject is * Christ's 
Church, and his government of it.' Prefaced is an 
'Epistle,' beginning thus : *To his beloved brethren and 
Christian friends, which love the Lord and his t[ruth], 
grace and peace. Beloved, there are many of you that 
know the reason why I now am after a sort [driven] 
to speak to you by writing. The earnest desires of 
some of you [have] been the greatest inducements to 
me to leave behind me these notes in yo[ur keeping],' 
some of you charging it as a point of duty and con- 
science upon [me] to do what now I am going about 
in this treatise ' . . . Later, after opening his subject, 
the writer says, * I never had the light nor liberty to 
preach to you about these things : now the Lord hath 
shown me his truth, I declare it unto you, which if 
you willfully or carelessly cast off, be it known I am 
iree from the blood of you ' One yery curious passage 
helps to mark the date : in one place it is said ; 'hence 
some Jesuits, especially he that writ lately yet most 
subtily and hypocritically, Franciscus de Si Clare that 

13 



94 SUPPLEMENT TO 

. our English Church cannot lawfullj' be called heretics 

but scliismatics.' 

"It is our old friend, Francis de St. Clare, otherwise 
Christopher Davenport (though not a Jesuit) who pub- 
lished in 1633, (not until after September) a famous 
treatise on the Articles of the Anglican Church para- 
phrastically considered and explained : a tract which 
two centuries later formed the basis of the more cele- 
brated *Tract No. 90' bv Dr. Newman, and which has 
been reprinted with a translation by one of the most ad- 
vanced AngUcan Churchmen, of our own decade. In 
it the author considers the Thirty-nine Articles from a 
Roman Catholic point of view, with the proselyting aim 
of showing that they are consistent with the decrees 
of the Council of Trent." 

" In a subsequent publication (*Apologeticall Reply,' 
1636, p. 107) he gives this account of the affair : — " 

* That I may not be altogetlier wanting to myself, 
nor injurious to the reader, in suffering him to be 
guilty of the sin of evil surmises or of slander in heart, 
for want of information, I do seriously and sincerely 
protest, that (so far as I know mine own heart) I did 
not withdraw myself. 1, out of any disloyal affection 
or undutiful thought towards his Majesty of Great Brit- 
ain, my dread Sovereign, for whom my hearty prayer 
shall be, day and night, that hLn soid may be bound in 
the bu7idle of life tmth the Lord his God, and that the 
souls of his enemies may be flung out, an out of Die mid- 
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die of a sling. And that (he Lord will clothe his ene- 
mien with shame^ hut upon himself lei hii crown Jlourish. 
2, nor out of any schismatical propension to forsake 
the church a^memblies of England, as if I thought there 
were no true Churches of Christ in the land, as the 
manner of some is. 3, nor out of idleness, or weari- 
ness of the Lord's plough; nor 4, out of love of ease, 
that I might pamper the flesh. 5, nor out of any un- 
righteous aim to defraud any one by any means. 6, 
not as one ashamed of the Gospel, to avoid witness bear- 
ing to the truth. 7, nor for any trouble I was in, or 
feared " [= frightened] " by the civil Magistrate, be- 
fore whom I was never questioned, in all my life, ex- 
cept for the good and pious business about redeeming 
impropriations, wherein our righteous dealing was pub- 
licly cleared even by liis Majesty's Attorney (leneral, 
who prosecuted against us. But the truth is, that hav- 
ing about 17 years exercised a public ministry' in Lon- 
don, (about 9 or 10 years whereof I was in a pastoral 
charge in Coleman street) in the latter part of that 
time I was much perplexed with doubts about the law- 
fulness of that conformity which I had formerly used, 
without scruple, in respect of some defects and corrup- 
tions and unwarrantable human impositions, whereun- 
to I found myself thereby subjected."* 

About three months now elapsed, most of which was 

• See Paper of F. B. Dexter on Life and Writings of John Da- 
venport in CoUectionH of New Haven Colony Historical Society, 
Vol. ii p. 221-2. 
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passed in seclusion, in the suburban districts, when 
Mr. Davenport finding that the messengers of Laud 
were upon his track, upon the receipt of an invitation 
from several of his countrymen residing in Holland, 
passed over to that country, landing at Haarlem in 
November 1633. Here he was met by the representa- 
tives of a Presbj'terian Church of English Christians in 
the City of Amsterdam, about twelve miles distant, 
under the pastoral charge of Rev John Paget, with 
whom he became associated as a colleague, but evi- 
dently with the hope that the way might yet be opened 
by his friends in Court, for him to resume his labors in 
the metropolis ; but in the next month we find the fol- 
lowing record : " John Godwin was admitted to the 
vicarage of St. Stephen's Coleman street, Dec. 18, 
1633, per resignation of John Davenport." 

A letter, written apparently about the time of his ar- 
rival in Amsterdam, and addressed to Lady Vere at the 
Hague, throws light upon the state, both of his mind 
and heart, amid the afflictive circumstances now sur- 
rounding him, and is well worthy of record here. In 
it he recommends a very godly and worthy man, (Mr. 
Harris,) though not in much favor with the bishops, 
as her chaplain; the right and power to employ which, 
he assures her were guaranteed by Magna Charta. 

7b the Right Honorable and Very Noble Lady, the Lady 
Vere, these be delivered al the JIagne 

Most Noble and much Honored Lady, 

In the midst of my disappointments and tossings to 
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and fro, it is some comfort that I have assurance of the 
continuance of your favor towards me, and of your re- 
membrance of me in prayer. I know that love which 
you have been pleased so freely to cast upon me will 
quicken you to all diligence and industry in any way 
and cause which may conduce to tlie procuring of my 
liberty, but hitherto it hatli pleased God to leave me 
in much darkness and manv difficulties, to unbottom 
me whoUv of the creature, and to reveal himself now 
fullv in all issues and events that befall me. Be not 
troubled, much less discouraged, good minds, at any 
rumors you meet with concerning my present way. 
The persecution of the tongue is more fierce and terri- 
ble than that of the hand. At this time I have sense 
of both ; but I can say that it is for thy name's sake, O 
Lord, that I bear this reproach ; but the injurious sur- 
mises of those by whom I should be comforted and 
supported, manj' that profess religion in a higher strain 
than some other, doth most afflict me. I pray God it 
be not laid to their charge. The truth is, I have not 
forsaken my ministry, nor resigned my place, much 
less separated from the Church, but am only absent a 
while to wait upon God in the settling and quieting of 
things for light to discern my way, being willing to lie 
and die in prison, if the cause may be advantaged by 
it, but choosing rather to preserve the liberty of my 
person and ministry for the service of the Church else- 
where, if all doors are shut against me here. What I 
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now do or suflfer, is not caused by any guilt of any 
practice or action done or intended by me, which may 
expose me to any just censure of authority, much less 
by a desire of ease, as some give out, having gotten a 
great estate; least of all, by referring to my own pri- 
vate benefit any thing committed to my trust, for the 
public good. My estate, although not in any present, 
want, is not able to maintain me without a calling. In 
the business of the feoffees, I have given up my ac- 
count on oath. The Lord God knoweth that I am so far 
from gaining by the business in my outward estate that 
I am out of purse on my own particular, for the advance- 
ment of it. The only cause of all my sufferings is the 
alteration of my judgment in matters of conformity to 
the ceremonies established, whereby I cannot practice 
these, as formerly I have done, wherein I do not cen- 
sure those who do conform ; nay, I account many of 
them faithful and worthy instruments of God's glory, 
and I know that I did conform with as much inward 
peace as now I do forbear. In both, my uprightness 
was the same, but my hght different. In this action, 
I walk by that Hght which shineth unto me. Let no 
man say the matters be small, and what need I be 
scrupulous in these things. That which the apostle 
speaketh, Rom xiv., was but a small matter ; yet you 
see how heavy a doom he passeth upon him that doth it, 
doubting of the lawfulness of it. I have been taught by 
my God and Saviour to allow no commandment of the 
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Lord small, and to despise a man's way, that is too des- 
picable and slight a thing to be stood upon. You know 
what an evil it is; but these things are not small, neith- 
er in themselves, nor in the consequences of them ; but 
I have not time to be large, only thus much I thought 
good to present to your Honor, in way of account for 
the present, hoping, if God will give me an opportuni- 
ty, to make a large and full apology' for the satisfaction 
of all men. Any that know me, might have suspended 
their opinions and censures till they had heard from 
myself the reason of mj- actions. With much advice, 
of many ministers of eminent weight and worth, I have 
done all which I have done hitherto, and with desire 
of pitching on that way wherein God might be most 
glorified. In his due time, he will manifest it. ... . Mr. 
Harris, I know fully, and I do heartily love. He is a 
very worthy man ; of a very gracious heart, humble, 
mild and gentle spirit ; a man not at all taken notice 
of by the bishops. He is weak and sickly, but you 
need not be discouraged by that, for it is a lingering 
weakness where he might hold out long ; but his spirit 
is very active in good. He is very fit for your occasions 
in all respects. You shall be very happy in him, if 
you can have him, for he is one of a thousand. It is 
not in the bishop's power to take from you what is set- 
tled on your nobility and others by Magna Charta — 
the right and power of entertaining chaplains. The 
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good Lord strengthen your inward man with the joys 
of his spirit. 

Your Honorable Ladyship's* most obliged, 

John Davenporte. 

"He now begins preaching (twice each Sunday at 
first) in Mr. Paget's Church, but soon finds a stumb- 
hng-block in the loose way of administering baptism 
which Paget had practised. The result was a httle 
controvei'sy, on Davenport's side, purely on account of 
his scruples about baptizing all infants, without assur- 
ance of the church-membership and Christian walk of 
the parents ; on Paget's side, other considerations had 
weight, a jealousy of the fervor and eloquence of this 
new-comer, and perhaps a willingness to serve his own 
ends by taking advantage of the ill-favor shown to 
Davenport by the home-authorities. 

" The conti'oversy sped so fast that Paget brought the 
case before the Dutch Classis of city ministers, who 
named a committee to propose a basis of settlement. 
This committee of live of the most eminent theologians 
of Amsterdam dehvered their judgment in January (a 
copy of which was transmitted to Laud, and so was in- 
sured preservation in English archives,!) in which, 

* See sketch of Lady Mary Vere, (with likeness) prefixed to 
Letters in Appendix. 

t In Calendar of Stat« Papers, Domestic, 1634-5, p. 469 ; the 
document is wrongly calendared (as of 1634-5, instead of 
1633-4,) owing to the confusion of the Old and New Styles. 
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while commending Davenport's erudition and piety, 
and approving his zeal in urging the examination of 
parents presenting children for baptism, they yet leave 
a large loop-hole for doubtful cases, in which on the 
whole they would administer the ordinance. Daven- * 
port remonstrated, but Paget prevailed, and Daven- 
port desisted from preaching after less than six month's 
service. 

'^Meantime another side-light is thrown on these 
events by the letters of a certain Stephen Go£fe, at this 
time chaplain of an EngUsh Regiment at the Hague, 
a busybody angling for preferment, and so heartily in 
sympathy with Laudian tendencies that he found his 
true home in the Roman Church before many years. 
A parallel instance to the divergencies in Davenport s 
own family manifests itself here, for this Goffe was a 
brother of the Regicide whose later hfe was so curi- 
ously dependent on Davenport This man, on Daven- 
poii, s landing at Haarlem, sends o£f the news to a Lon- 
don friend, to be laid before the Archbishop, and fol- 
lows up his victim with a succession of venomous epis- 
tles which still remain, labeled by Laud s own hand. 
From this witness we learn that he himself shared in 
tlie successful eftbrt to thwart Davenport s chance of 
l)reaching in the EngHsh Church at Amsterdam, 
(xoflfe savs in a letter of December 16th, that he has 
been to see Paget and also Grerard Vossius, a Profes- 
sor at Amsterdam and of the magistracy of the city, 

14 
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remembered in our day as one of the most learned of 
Dutch philologists, and then a recent visitor to Eng- 
land and guest of Archbishop Laud.* Gt)ffe reports 
that he has told Yossius that Davenport ' is very dan- * 
gerous in dealing in secular affairs, to the troubling of 
places in which he dwelt.' He urges that Yossius 
should have letters from London to encourage him, 
and which shall not omit to tickle him by praising [the] 
excellent lecturcfs which he has just published. He 
makes it clear, however, that it will not do to accuse 
Davenport in Holland of neglect of ceremonies, as that 
would be agreeable in that quarter rather than other- 
wise, but that stress must be laid rather on his carriage 
towards the king as the head of the State, in stealing 

•In Goflfe's letter from the Hague, Dec. 16, (1632,) we find 
the following paHsages : **We have another Bishop come, who 
will take it ill, if he have not more than absolute primacy ; and 
to be short it is Mr. Davenport, who landed here above a month 
ago. He came over in one Humphrey his ships, by the con- 
duct and contrivance of Mr. Stone, a merchant in Coleman 
street. He was disguised in a gray suit and an overgrown 
beard, and at his landing with his complices, put a horseback, 
and before all were well landed, was got to Rotterdam, where 
they had a supper, (Peter being there to make verses,) and all 
the discourse was the wonderful Providence of God. His er- 
rand was to Amsterdam to be chosen minister there." 

Goflfe then goes on to tell the story of Hooker, who was not 
accepted there, and asks Paget that the same questions may be 
propounded to Mr. Davenport for his embarrassment, and adds, 
that he (Mr. Davenport, ) was a runaway out of the land, and 
that (as the Puritans themselves do glory, ) many pursuivants 
and public writs being out against them." In this way, he 



THE DAVENPORT FAMILY. 103 

out of England when writs were issued against him, 
and not reporting himself to his Majesty*s agent at the 
Hague. Another of Goflfe's letters, in February, claims 
that his plan has succeeded, and that Davenport can- 
not be elected to a position at Amsterdam, because 
he is known as a deserter, and has preached (since 
coming over) against the civil government of England: 
he hopes that * we shall be deUvered from this plague, 
and he will make for New England/ On the strength 
of this information, apparently, Davenport was sum- 
moned by the king's agent, resident at the Hague, to 
clear himself by answers to certain questions of the 
charge of preaching against the English government 
and his reply is dated March 18, 1634, is preserved 
among the Agent's papers in the British Museum. It 
begins thus : 

* Honorable Sir, When I fiinst came into these parts, 
my purpose was to stay here but three or four months, 
and that time being expired, to return for England my 
native countr\', had not the sinister and slanderous in- 
formation, whereof I complained in [my] last, exas- 

hopes to defeat the intentions of Mr. Davenport ** who if he 
fasten here will be more troublesome than Mr. Forbes. " 

He then goes on to say that '*My Lord Vere hath resigned 
his regiment to Mr. Goring, who tells me that he will maintain 
and advise whatever I begin." Goffe then sends this letter, full 
of vanity as to himself, and bitterness towards Mr. Davenport, 
to William Brongh, in London, who requests a Mr. Bray to 
pass so much of the letter as he may think fit to the Archbish- 
op, and ** especially the passages about Mr. Davenport and Mr. 
Vossius. " 
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perated the Archbishop of Canterbury to reproachful 
mvectives, and bitter mena[ces] against me in the 
High Commission, whereby my return is made much 
more difficult, and hazardous than I could suspect .... 
The particulars, wherein I have changed, are no other 
than the same, for which many worthy ministers, and 
lights eminent lor godhness and learning have suffered 
the loss of their ministry and liberty : some whereof 
are now in perfect peace and rest, others are dispersed 
in several countries, and yet some live in England as 
private persons, who were and are loyal and faithful 
subjects to their sovereign, and have witnessed against 
heresies and schism, and against all sectaries, as Fami- 
lists. Anabaptists and Brownists, against all of which I 
also witness, in tliis place, whereunto I had not come, 
if I could have been secure of a safe and quiet abode 
in my dear native countiy. 

* If that way of questioning should pass upon all men, 
which your wisdom judge th meet in this case (as will 
appear upon your review of the second question) I 
think, they that judge me will be found, in some par- 
ticulars, to have spoken against the government of 
England. All that I spake was concerning the gesture 
of sitting, used in this country in receiving the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, which I approved and pre- 
ferred before kneeling, grounding what I said upon 
Luke 22: 27 to 31 ; wherein I named not England nor 
the government thereof, and so carried the discourse 
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that it might be applied as well to the Popish or Luth- 
eran custom here as to any other, and passed it over 
so briefly, that all I said may be written in a very few 
lines, nor did I ever hear that any man took ofifence 
thereat, but this informer, who was discontented the 
week before at a sermon wherein some Arminian er- 
rors were touched upon by me, which quickened him 
to watch for some advantage whereupon he might 
ground an accusation.' "* — N. H, C. His. Coll. pp. 224-5. 
It now became apparent that the difiference between 
Mr. Paget and Mr. Davenport, on the subject of ad- 
ministering baptism to the children of irreligious pa- 
rents, could not be reconciled. He therefore in April, 
1634, ceased to otKciate in that church, and opened a 
catechetical exercise at his own lodgings, eveiy Lord's 
day evening after the public services of the city were 
over. The popularity of his talents soon collected 
great numbers of hearers, which increased the jealousy 
and opposition of the advei*se party, and his meetings 
were finally broken up. A warm tractarian controver- 
sy ensued on the subject of promiscuous baptism. 
First, we have the publication, without the author's 
knowledge, by one Wm. Best, of his arguments before 
the Dutch classis on the subject now agitating the 
goodly city of Amsterdam. This brought out a reply 
from Paget, followed by a " Protestation " from Mr. 

* In this work, the ancient orthography and pnnctuation, for 
the most part, have been modernized as being more acceptable 
to the general reader. 
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Davenport, printed at Rotterdam, in January, 1635, 
complaining of the unauthorized pubhcation of his 
views, and disclaiming controversy. 

In this connection comes in a letter to his old friend 
Lady Vere, who had now gone back to her suburban 
home at Hackney, where, a few months after, she wel- 
comed and entertained the wife of Mr. Davenport, who 
returned to England nearly a year before her husband. 
In this letter he refers to Mr. Paget thus : " Myself 
also being in some distractions by the imjust spirit of 
the old man, who to all his former injuries, addeth 
this ; that he hath now pubUshed a tedious book in 
English, full of reproaches and slanders against me, 
wherein he doeth also injury to Mr. Parker, Dr. Ames, 
and Mr. Forbes, who are at rest, and Mr. Hooker, who is 
far absent, and to the best members of his own church, 
whom he brandeth several ways, which will give the 
prelates too much advantage, and open the mouths of 
enemies against the truth ; this I am now constrained 
to answer for the truth's sake, notwithstanding all my 
former weakness ; but our God is strong, in whom I 
trust that he will strengthen me to write with such a 
spirit as I ought. Help me with your prayers, and if 
any speak of Mr. Paget's book, let them know that I 
am about to answer it. It may be of good to prevent 
prejudice in the Queen, if your Honor, when you are 
pleased to write to her and Lady Leicester take notice 
of their favor to me, and pray them not to be preju- 



% 



THE DAVENPORT FAMILY. 107 

diced by any suggestions against me from that book, 
or otherwise, till they may peruse my answer. This I 
ask, not for any use I have of the Queen's favor, but 
that she may not be hindered from receiving good 
from my ministry, which yet she well esteemeth."* 

At Rotterdam, five months later, (Dec. 25th, 1635^) 
he writes to Lady Vere, as " one cast down but not 
destroyed" and pathetically asks : "But what can a 
poor Pilgrim, a banished man do ?" Here he publishes 
in 1636, a volimie of 350 pages, entitled " Apologetical 
Reply to an answer [by J. Paget,] to the unjust com- 
plaint of W. B[e8t]." In proof that this protracted 
controversy was conducted, at least on the part of Mr. 
Davenport, with a kind and Christian spirit we may 
cite a few remarks introductory to this work, touching 
the spirit which should govern all religious controver- 
sies. 

Addressing the Christian reader, he remarks : 
"Though the testimony of a good conscience is of itself 
a sufficient cause of rejoicing in all the tribulations of 

• The reference here is, undoubtedly, to Elizabeth, dowager 
Queen of Bohemia, (sister of Charles I.,) whose solicitation for 
aid from England, in behalf of the suffering ministers of the 
Palatinate of the Rhine, we have before spoken of. As the 
Queen resided at this time at or near the Hague, it would seem 
that Mr. Davenport had removed to that city, and that she was 
an attendant on his temporary ministry there. 

The Lady Leicester, (if the name is rightly deciphered,) I 
take to be Alice, Dutchess Dudley, who died in London 1669, 
aged 90, who was the widow of Sir Robert Dudley, son of Rob- 
ert, Earl of Leicester. 
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this pilgrimage, and of confidence in all our apologies 
against false accusers, in which respect, blessed Paul, 
according to the wisdom given unto him, did ^exercise 
himself to have always a conscience void of ofifence 
both towards God and man ;' yet, next to good con- 
science, a man is bound to provide for ' a good name,' 
it being in Solomon's judgment *better than precioua 
ointment' But the regard to our good name must be 
exercised upon higher ground than self-respect, else it 
is but vain glory. God's name must be dearer to us 
than our own ; and our care must be, not so much to 
shun our duty, as his dishonor ; our esteem for his 
glory, therefore, ought in some proportion to answer to 

his dignity and eminency." 

'• Again, it is enjoined that our speech be well tilled 

and well seasoned. It is well filled when it expresseth 
the sanctifying graces of the Spirit ; as the fruits of the 
earth ai'e then fully ripe when they have attained to the 
perfection of their kind. The best rise of a good con- 
science is froni a gracious heai*t, which is declared to 
be a *good treasure,' which i^endHh forth good thing.% and 
U) he fuU of goodn('.Sii. When good speeches fiow from 
the ahu}}dan<'e \f\i\\m, and are filled with the Spirit, then 
the words will express the delightful and amiable sweet- 
ness of those 'fruits of the Spirit, which are love, joy, 
peace, long-sutfering, gentleness, goodness, faith,' which 
fruits are well pleasing to Christ, and delightful to good 
men, as the savor of that ointment which Mary poured 
on the head of Christ was to those that were in the house. 
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" Thus an answer is well tilled when it expresseth 
Godly wisdom, and Christian prudence and discretion, 
which enable a man to observe a due proportion to the 
causes, persons, times, places, and whatever circum- 
stances are considerable ; as that harsh speech be for- 
borne when a soft answer should be given ; that a 
friend be not wounded as an enemy, nor be reviled as 
a brother, and that the answer which should serve to 
mend the garment, doth not make the rent worse." 
Such principles, for the government of a controversy 
are well worthy of imitation in modem times. 

Thus closes the eventful career of Mr. Davenport in 
Holland — a land where, for a short time, so many of 
the Piuitans had found refuge — and at the end of tliis 
year, or with the opening of the next (1637,) he rejoin- 
ed his family in England, probably as the guest of 
Lady Vere at Hackney, with the matured purpose of 
emigrating to America. 

For some years, he had been familiar, chiefly through 
his personal iriend, Rev. John Cotton, with the weigh- 
ty affairs that were going on in New England. He had 
taken an e^rly interest in the formation of the Massa- 
chusetts colony, and contributed £50 towards the pro- 
curement of its charter. He was present at the meet- 
ing of the comi)any in London, March 23, 1629, and 
also at those of March 30, April 8, August 28, 29, and 
those of November and December following.* 

• Prince's AnnalM. 

15 
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Preparations if not previously commenced, were at 
once entered upon for the formation of a colony to set- 
tle in New England, with Theophilus Eaton as their 
civil leader. 

The organization of the company, among whom 
were included some who had enjoyed the ministry of 
the Coleman street pastor, and others from the neigh- 
boring congregations, was so far advanced that within 
the first two months of that year, they had matured their 
plans, chartered a vessel — " the good ship Hector " — 
made ready their provisions and passengers, fitting 
both for the said voyage and plantation, most of them 
having thereupon engaged their whole estate.* 

"While these preparations were in progress, Mr. Da- 
venport, doubtless kept himself out of sight, as much 
as he conveniently could, both on his own account and 
for the sake of the expedition. Years after. Laud, allu- 
ding to him and his escape to New England, exclaimed : 
*My arm shall reach him even there.* If it had been 
known that those who had chartered *the good ship 
Hector,' to carrj' them to New England, and had en- 
gaged their whole estate in preparing for the voyage, 
were to have the former rector of St. Stephen's as their 
leader, theii* undertaking might have been extinguish- 
ed with as little regard to the rights of property as 
that of the feofifees had been. 

"It had indeed become known at last, that Davenport 

* State Papers, Ck3lonial p. 2i5. 
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had returned. The vicar general of the Bishop of 
London, reporting his visitations of the diocese, 
writes from Braintree, March 6th. * Mr. Davenport 
hath lately been in these parts, and at Hackney not 
long since. I am told that he goeth in gray like a 
country gentleman.** We may infer from what this 
reporter celates, that Mr. Davenport had not shown 
himself much in pubHc, and from his silence in refer- 
ence to the expedition to New England, that he had 
heard nothing of Davenport's connection with ii|" 

As the names of those who embarked in the Hector, 
are not found in the register of the emigrants from 
London in that year, we conclude that they may have 
sailed from some other port We know that several 
ships sailed from Bristol — among others, the Angel Ga- 
briel and the James, (which latter brought the Rev. 
Kichard Mather and the Rev. Daniel Maude, to 
Boston,) but no record of that port remains. Mr. At- 
water however says, "I am confident that she sailed 
from London. The correspondence between Capt. 
Femes and the Admiralty sufficiently proves it" The 
company doubtless left England about the middle of 
April,for soon after, and perhaps to meet cases similar to 
this, a proclamation was issued restraining the disor- 
derly passing out of the kingdom into America, and 

commanding that none of the king s subjects be permit- 

•Calendar State Papere, 1637, p. 645. 

t From paper of Rev. E. E. Atwater, on the Voyage of the 
Hector, Ac. 
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ted to go without license from the Commissioners of 
Plantations, and a certificate that they have taken the 
oath of allegiance and of conformity to the discipline 
of England; returns to be made every half year to the 
commissioners. * 

"He who divided the Red Sea before the Israelites, 
gave this little company as safe a passage across the 
ocean. They anived at Boston in the Hector and 
another ship, on the 26th of June, 1687. Among oth- 
er passengers who came with this expedition was Ed- 
ward Hopkins, son-in-law of Governor Eaton, and him- 
self for many years Governor of Connecticut colony. 
By his will, he became a distingiiished benefactor of Har- 
vard College and several other institutions of learning 
in New England. With these came also Lord Leigh, 
son and heir of the Earl of Marlborough, a youth of 
nineteen, humble and pious, who came merely to see 
the country, and returned to England a few weeks af- 
ter, in company with Sir Henry Vane."t 

Mr. Davenport was heartily welcomed by Mr. Cotton 
and his associates, and more particularly as his assis- 
tance was now required in helping to stay the preva- 
lence of Antinomian error, which seemed at this time, 
through the fanaticism of Ann Hutchinson and others, 
to have threatened the peace and purity of the church- 

* State Papers, Colonial, 1(>37, p. 261. 

t Lives of the Chief Fathers of New England, by Rev. A. W. 
M'Clure. VoL iL p. 270. 
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es. His preaching, and also bis counsels in the Synod 
of that year, evidently had a favorable influence in the 
suppression of those dangerous errors. At the request 
of the Synod, he closed the proceedings by a sermon 
on the text, Phil. iii. 16 : "Nevertheless, whereto we 
have attained, let us walk by the same rule ; let us 
mind the same thing. " In this discourse, he declared 
the result of the assembly, and "with much wisdom 
and soimd argument," urged to unity and hannony. 
These difliculties being in a good degree removed, it 
became an object with Mr. Davenport and his company 
to fix upon a place of settlement. 

The wealth, intellectual endowments and moral 
worth of this newly arrived company of emigrants, 
made it very desirable with the already organized col- 
onies of Plymouth and Massachusetts, to retain them 
among them : and to this end, very liberal offers were 
made them. But reasons existed in their own minds 
why these urgent invitations could not be compUed 
with, "the refusal to accept which," says Mr. M^Clure, 
" was regarded as almost an unkindness by those who 
coveted this accession to their strength." 

It was thought that Mr. Davenport s residence in 
Massachusetts might draw down upon that colony the 
speedier wrath of Laud, who loved them not before. 
When he heard Mr. Davenport had fled to New Eng- 
land, to avoid the storm of prelatical indignation, the 
persecuting archbishop had boldly said, "ify ami 
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Hhall reach him there." It was supposed that the scat- 
tering of those who were obnoxious to Laud into dif- 
ferent places might lessen the motives for stretching 
out his potent arm against them. Although he ob- 
tained a commission from the king to carry out these 
designs, yet the political excitements by which they 
were surrounded at home, obliged him and his mon- 
arch (Charles I.) to confine their activity to resisting a 
revolution which eventually resulted in the overthrow 
of their own power. As John Cotton expressed it, 
''God rocked three nations with shaking dispensations 
to procure some rest for these infant churches." 

Another probable reason why Mr. Davenport and 
Eaton wished to form an independent colony, beyond 
the limits of any existing grant or patent, was, that 
they might carry out their peculiar views in regard to 
a civil state. They seemed to have desired the forma- 
tion of a community in some respects different from 
any that existed elsewhere ; one more thoroughly 
Hcriptural — more in accordance with the ancient Jewish 
system — one fashioned throughout in the strictest con- 
formity to the rules of the Bible. 

In the Fall of 1637, Mr. Eaton and others of the 
company, made a journey to Connecticut, to explore 
the lands and harbors on the coast. They came to a 
place lying at the head of a harbor, wliich sets up about 
four miles from Long Island Sound. Its Indian name 
was Quinnipiac. Tlie explorers were much taken with 
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the beauty and fertility of this tract of country, and 
most of them being Londoners, and accustomed to 
commercial pursuits, they deemed it a desirable site 
for the establishment of a commercial town. This 
place was, therefore, fixed upon for the location of 
their colony. On what is now the south comer of 
Church and Meadow streets, they erected a hut, in 
which a few men remained for the winter to make 
preparations for the commencement of the settlement, 
while the rest returned to Massachusetts.'*' 

Early in the Spring the colonists prepared to remove 
to their new home in the wilderness. After taking an 
affectionate leave of their friends and gratefully ac- 
knowledging the many kindnesses they had there re- 
ceived, the company sailed from Boston for the place 
of their destination on the 13th of March, 1688. 

" This band of pilgrims reached Quinnipiac, the fu- 
ture New Haven, on the 14th of April, 1638. Mr. 
Davenport was then forty-one years of age. The next 
day is the Sabbath. A drum beats in the rude and 
hasty encampment. The armed men with their wives 

•Seven men were left by Eaton, one of whom was John 
Beacher, (from whom the late venerable Dr. Lyman Bti^oher 
descended) — another was Joseph Atwater. One of the party 
died during the winter. Mr. Atwater was a gentleman of diH- 
tinction and opulence, and built himHelf a house on what is 
now Fleet street, which has stood for more than two hundred 
years, and was occupied till lately by descendants of its origi- 
nal proprietor. 
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and children p^atber at this signal under a branching 
oak.* 

They meet to consecrate to God a new region reclaim- 
ed from heathen darkness. For the first time the 
aisles of that forest-temple resounded with the 
praises of the Most High. Here are men who were 
nurtured in the halls of Oxford and Cambridge ; and 
women used to all the elegant refinements of the Brit- 
ish metropohs. They are gathered under the oaken 
tree. Why are they here ? Why this change in their 
condition ? Why are they here, far from the haunts of 
civilization, confronting privation and suflfering in every 

* This tree stood near the present corner of George and Col- 
lege streets, and was standing till after the revolutionary war, 
when it is said to have been cut down by Mx. David Beecher 
(the grandfather of Rev. Henrj' Ward Beecher,) and to have 
been burnt in his shop which stood in College street, near 
George. 

On the 25th of April, 1838, was celebrated the second Cen- 
tennial Anniversary of the settlement of New Haven. A pro- 
cession was formed at the State House, comprising the various 
classes of citizens and strangers, which proceeded to the inter- 
section of College and George streets, at which place Mr. Dav- 
enport preached his first sermon, just two hundred years be- 
fore. Here the procession halted for religious exercises. The 
number of persons assembled around this spot was variously 
estimated from four to five thousand. Many roofs of the houses 
were covered with people, and some had taken their station in 
the trees. After singing, an appropriate and impressive prayer 
was offered on a stage which had been erected near the spot 
where the oak tree is supposed to have stood by the venerable 
Rev. Frederick W. Hotchkiss (since deceased,) of Saybrook, 
whose mother was a direct descendant of (Jov. Jones, the son- 
in-law of (iov. Eaton. 
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form ? It is for conscience, to keep that sacred thing 
unspotted ;— it is for posterity : — for eternity: — for God ! 

[*'What sought tbey thus afar? 

Bright jewels of the mine ? 
The wealth of seas ? the spoils of war ? 

They sought a faith's pure shrine ! 

Ay, call it holy ground, 

The soil where first they trod ! 
They have left unstained what there they found, 

Frtedom to worship GODT] 

Surely angels rejoiced while Infinite Love smiled upon 
the scene. Mr. Davenport preached from the text, 

After the religious exercises were closed the procession again 
formed, and moving through George and State streets passed 
the place in Elm street where the houses of Gov. Eaton and 
Mr. Davenport formerly stood, and then down Temple street to 
the First Congregational Church, where the society, whose first 
pastor was Mr. Davenport, worship, and near which the first 
house of worship was erected. Here after singing and reading 
a portion of Scripture, prayer was offered by the present pas- 
tor. Rev. Leonard Bacon, after which an historical disi^ourse 
was delivered by Professor Jamas L. Kingsley, of Yale College, 
and the services were concluded by prayer, singing, and the 
benediction. See Appendix to Kingsley 's Discourse 109— 115. 

At this time there was a medal struck representing on the 
one side Mr. Davenport preaching under the oak, and on the 
other New Haven as it then appeared. 

There was in the ])ossession of Mr. James Brewster, of that 
city, a large oil painting by Rossiter, giving the landing of Da- 
venport and his followers, and representing him under the oak 
preaching his first sermon. -Communicated by William A. Rey- 
nolds of New Haven, in 1851. 

During the same year (16^^,) the eloquent pastor of the First 
('hurch (Rev. Dr. Bacon,) delivered a series of Historical Dis- 
<u)nrHes, which were published in a quarto volume of 400 pages, 
containing a mine of valuable information in regard to the 
** first settlers," and the history of New Haven generally. To 
Iff 
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Matthew iv. 1 : — *Then was Jesus led up into the wil- 
derness to be tempted of the devil ' ; — and his subject 
was, * the temptations of the wilderness.' Every place, 
however sequestered, has its trials. In every place, 
we have need to watch and pray."* At the close of 
these services Mr. Davenport remarked that "he had 
enjoyed a good day." 

We here present a rude cut of this historic scene 
with a sketch from the graphic pen of Rev. Dr. Bacon. 

"In 1638, on the 15th of April, (Old Style,) that be- 
ing the Lord 8 day, there was heard upon this spot 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord ; and under the open sky, bright 
with the promise of a new era of light and liberty, a 
Christian congregation, led by a devoted, learned and 
eloquent minister of Christ, raised their hearts to God 
in prayer, and mingled their voices in praise. 

How easily may the imagination,acquainted with these 
localites and with the characters and circumstances of 
the men who were present on that occasion,run back over 
the two centuries that have passed, and bring up the 
picture of the first Sabbath ! Look out upon the smooth 
harbor of Quinnipiack. It lies embosomed in a wilder- . 
nesa Two or three small vessels, having in their appear- 
ance nothing of the characteristic grace,lightness and life 

• Life of John Davenport by Rev. Mr. M'Clure, p. 276. 

thftt work and the admirable discourse of Professor Kingsley, 
the writer is greatly indebted for copions extracts made in pre- 
paring the present sketch of the Rev. John Davenport. 
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of the well-known American vessels which are in these 
days found shooting over eveiy sea, He anchored in 
the distance. Here, along the margin of a creek, are a 
few tents, and some two or three rude huts, with the 
boxes and luggage that were landed yesterday, piled 
up around them ; and here and there a little column 
of smoke, going up in the still morning air, shows that 
the inmates are in motion. Yet all is quiet ; though 
the sun is up, there is no appearance of labor or busi- 
ness ; for it is the Sabbath. By and by the stillness is 
broken by the beating of a drum ; and from the tents 
and from the vessels, a congregation comes gathering 
around a spreading oak. The aged and the honored 
are seated near the ministers ; the younger, and those 
of inferior condition, find their places farther back ; 
for the defense of aU, there are men in armor, ea<*.h 
with his heavy unwieldy gun, and one and another 
with a smoking mat(;hlock. What a congregation is 
this, to be gathered in the wilds of New England. 
Here are men and women who have been accustomed 
to the luxuries of wealth in a metropohs, and to refine- 
ments of a court. Here are ministers who have dispu- 
ted in the universities, and preached under Gothic ar- 
ches in London. These men and women have come 
into a wilderness, to face new dangers, to encounter 
new temptations. They look to God; and words of 
solemn prayer go up, responding to the murmurs of 
the woods and of the waves. They look to God whose 
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mercy and faithfulness have brought them to their land 
of promise, — and for the first time since the creation, 
the echoes of these hills and waters are wakened by 
the voice of praise. The word of God is opened; and 
their faith and hope are strengthened for the conflicts 
before them, by contemplating the conflict and the vic- 
tory of Him, who, in all things the example of his peo- 
ple, was once like them, " led forth by the Sinrit into 
the wilderness to be tempted of the Devil."* 

Soon after their arrival at Quinnipiac, at the close of 
a "day of fasting and prayer," these exiles formed and 
subscribed what they denominated a "plantation cove- 
nant." By this instrument they engaged "that as in 
matters that concern the gathering and ordering of a 
church, so also in all public offices, which concern civ- 
il order, as choice of magistrates and officers, making 
and repeaUng laws, dividing allotments of inheritance, 
and all things of like nature, they would all of them be 
ordered by the rules which the Scripture held forth to 
them." This may be considered the original civil con- 
stitution of the New Haven colony. 

It may here be stated that the planters of this colo- 
ny, like the immortal Penn, did not disregard the 
rights of the Indians. On this point Dr. Bacon says : 

"The most ancient record in existence at New Ha- 
ven is, as it ought to be, the record of two treaties with 
the aboriginal proprietors, by which the soil was pur- 

* Historical Discourses, pp. 12-13. 
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chased, and the relations thenceforward to subeist be- 
tween the Indians and the English were distinctly de- 
fined." These treaties commenced thus: " Articles of 
Agreement between Theophilus Eaton and John Da- 
venport, and others, English planters at Quinopiocke, 
on the one party, and Momaugin, the Indian Sachem 
of Quinopiocke, and Sugcogisin, Caroughood, Wesau- 
cucke, and others of his council, on the other part}', 
made and concluded the 24th day of November, 1638, 
Thomas Stanton being interpreter," &c. Here follow 
the treaties, which are duly signed by Eaton and Da- 
venport, and by the Sachem, his council and sister, by 
their respective marks. "*" 

These treaties were held in good faith, by both par- 
ties, and the colony lived in much peace and security 
from the hostile attacks of the surrounding tribea 
By these treaties the Indians considered themselves 
under the protection of the English, while they retain- 
ed the right to hunt in their forests, to fish in their 
streams, with the pledge not to disturb the corn-fields 
or pastures of the English, or to interrupt their trade. 

* "Copiefl of these Indian marks may be seen in Barber's His> 
tory and Antiquities of New Haven« p. 27. The first is a rude 
resemblance of a bow ; the second of a fish hook. The third 
is a horizontal line, neither straight nor of any curve known to 
mathematicians. The fourth is a small block. The fifth may 
be imagined to stand for a war club. And the squaw's mark is 
perhaps as much like a tobacco pipe as the cloud which Ham- 
let showed to Polonius, was *like a whale.*"— Bacon* 8 Discour- 
sea, p. 335. 
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The colonists showed themselves the friends of the na- 
tives and enjoyed their unlimited confidence — a confi- 
dence which history forbids us to think in this case 
was ever violated. 

More than a year, after their arrival, was spent in 
erecting their dwellings and in clearing their lands, 
while they were often together praying and consulting 
in reference to the fundamental principles which 
should form their system of civil polity. During this 
period, Mr. Davenport prepared his " Discourse about 
Civil Government in a New Plantation, whose Design is 
Religion." This treatise was published many years 
after, in 1673. It was a vindication of the practice 
long maintained by our fathers of allowing the rights of 
voting and holding office to only such as were mem- 
bers of the Church. 

Having given themselves time for mature delibera- 
tion and wise counsel, and practically recognizing the 
principle that "governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the gov- 
erned," "all the free planters" — by which was meant 
all who were engaged in planting the colony — on the 
fourth of June, 16JJ9, convened ia a large bam of Mr. 
Newman, and in formal manner proceeded to the or- 
ganization of a civil government. "No reference, di- 
rect or indirect," says Professor Kingsley, "was made 
by those concerned in this transaction to their native 
country ; as at the time the colonists signed their plan- 
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tation covenant, so now they seem to have supposed 
that since they were in fact beyond the actual control 
of any existing sovereignty, they had a perfect right to 
constitute a government for themselves." The busi- 
ness of the occasion, in conformity to the views of 
those assembled and the propriety of the case, was 
opened with prayer, and Mr. Davenport is said to have 
preached a sermon from Prov. ix. 1 : "Wisdom hath 
builded her house, she hath hewn out her seven pil- 
lars." 

Mr. Davenport then proposed several queries to the 
planters, and urged them " to consider seriously in the 
presence and fear of God, the weight of the business 
they met about, and not to be rash or slight in giving 
their votes to things they understood not; but to digest 
fully and thorougly what should be propounded to 
them, and without respect to men, as they should be sat- 
isfied and persuaded in their own minds, to give their 
answers in such sort, as they should be willing should 
stand upon record for posterity. They then unani- 
mously resolved "thtU; the Scriptures do hold forth a 
perfect rule for the direction and government of all 
men in all duties, which they are to perform to Qod 
and men as well in families and commonwealth as in 
matters of the Church." 

After this, they renewed their assent to their planta- 
tion covenant, and mutually bound themselves, not 
<»ily in their ecclesiastical proceedings, but also " in 
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the choice of magistrates, the making and repealing of 
laws, the dividing of inheritances, and in all civil mat- 
ters, to submit themselves to the rules held forth in 
the Word of God." 

" Then," as the record informs us, "Mr. Davenport 
declared to them by the Scripture what kind of persons 
might best be trusted vnth matters of government ; 
and by sundry arguments from Scripture, proved that 
such men as were described in Exod. xviii. 21 ; Deut. 
L 13: with Deut xviL 15; and 1 Cor. vi. 1. 6, 7 — [viz.: 
"Able men, such as fear God ; men of truth, hating 
covetousness;" "men of wisdom and understanding, 
and known among your tribes ;" "not strangers, but 
brethren, and those whom the Lord vour God shall 
choose;" "not the unjust or the unbeheving, but the 
holy"] — ought to be intrusted by them, seeing they were 
free to cast themselves into that mould and form of 
commonwealth whicli appeared best for them in refer- 
ence to the securing the peace and peaceable enjoy- 
ment of aU Christ's ordinances in the Church." 

After some further consideration, the company, 
among other fundamental regulations, adopted this : 
"that church members only should be free burgesses, 
and that they only should choose magistrates and offi- 
cers among themselves, to have the power of transact- 
ing aU the pubHc civil affairs of the plantation ; of 
making and repealing laws ; dividing inheritances ; 
deciding differences that may arise ; and doing all 
things and business of like nature." ' 



THE DAVENPORT FAMILY. 125 

Such was the ciyil polity established by the colonists 
of New Haven ; and whatever may have been its im- 
perfection, the histoiy of mankind may be challenged 
to show a State community organized luider more fa- 
vorable auspices, or a settlement that for so many 
years has enjoyed a greater share of social happiness. 

Having founded their civil commonwealth, they pro- 
ceeded to the organization of their church. On the 
twenty-second of August, 1639, seven persona chosen 
out of their number, among whom Mr. Davenport was 
one, entered into a covenant with one another, and 
with Christ, and thus was constituted the first Church 
of New Haven. Being thus organized, they proceed- 
ed to admit others of the company to their fellowship. 

Shortly after the chiu'ch was instituted, Mr. Daven- 
port was chosen pastor. He was ordained by the 
hands of two or three of the lay brethren, though Mr. 
Hooker, and Mr. Stone, the reverend pastors of the 
church in Hartford, were present, and one of them 
made the prayer. This ceremony was not used be- 
cause the validity of his ordination in the Church of 
England was doubted, it being, in fact, but an installa- 
lion or solemn recognition of his new relation to a par- 
ticular church. 

With an organization so simple and scriptural ; with 
a minister, whose genius, wisdom and piety en- 
abled him to bring forth from the word of God things 
new and old, it is not a matter of wonder that success 

17 
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should have crowned their enterprise. And such was 
emphatically the case. The ministry of their pastor 
was abundantly blessed. His church continued in 
great unity duiing the whole period of his pastoral re- 
lation of nearly thirty years, and often received addi- 
tions of those who were "heirs of the grace of life." 
He was strict in his examination of those who were 
to be admitted to membership, yet his church was 
large, and they walked together in prayer and love. 
But few instances of public censure occurred in his 
flock, though seldom has one had a deeper sense of the 
importance of the discipline of Christ's house than he. 

About two months after the organization of the 
church, on the 25th of October, 1G39, the General 
Court, as it was termed — consisting at first of the "sev- 
en jjillars" chosen to form the church, but afterwards 
of all the free burgesses — proceeded to constitute the 
body of freemen, and to elect their officers. Mr. Da- 
venport expounded several passages of Scripture to 
them, describing the character of civil magistrates giv- 
en in the Sacred Oracles. To this succeeded the elec- 
tion of officei*s. Theophilus Eaton, Esq., was chosen 
Governor ; Robert Ne>\Tnan, Matthew Gilbert, Nathan- 
iel Turner, and Thomas Fugill were chosen Magis- 
trates. Mr. Fugill was also chosen Secretary, and 
Robert Seely, Marshal. 

Mr. Davenport gave Governor Eaton a charge in 
open court, from Deut. i. 16, 17 : "And I charged 
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your judges at that time, saying, Hear the causes be- 
tween your brethren, and judge righteously between 
every man and his brother, and the stranger that is 
with him. Ye shall not respect persons in judgment, 
but ye shall hear the small as well as the great ; ye 
shall not be afraid of the face of man, for the judgment 
is God's ; and the cause that is too hard for you, bring 
it unto me, and I will hear it"* 

Governor E^ton was annually chosen to preside 
over the colony, as its chief magistrate, for nearly twen- 
ty years, till his death, which occurred in January, 
1658. This good man was accustomed to say: "Some 
count it a great matter to die well ; but I am sure it 
is a greater matter to live well. All our care should be, 
while we have our life, to use it well : and so when 
death puts an end to that, it will be an end to all our 
cares." **And God would have him die well," says the 
quaint historian Mather, **without any room or time 
then given to care at aU; for he enjoyed a death sud- 
den to every one but himself." 

On the evening of the 7th of January, after family 
worship, as usual, "he took a turn or two abroad, for his 
meditations," and then came to bid his wife good-night, 
who was confined by sickness in another apartment 
She said to him, "Methinks you look sad." He replied, 
"The differences in the church of Hartford make me 
sad." She then, discontented as she long had been, 

• Records of the Colonv of New Haven. 
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said, " Let us go back to our native country." To 
which he answered, "You may, but I shall die here." 
This was the last word she ever heard him speak. He 
retired to his chamber : and about midnight, he was 
heard to groan : and to some one, who instantly came 
in to inquire how he did, he answered only, "Very ill," 
and immediately fell asleep in Jesus. His grave is 
just behind the pulpit window of the First Church.* 

So intimately is the history of Governor Eaton con- 
nected with that of Mr. Davenport, that one or two 
brief extracts in reference to him may not be deemed 
wholly out of place. 

Mather, in writing the Hfe of Eaton, whom he calls 
the Moses of New Haven, savs — "He carried in his 
very countenance, a majesty which cannot be describ- 
ed ; and in his dispensations of justice he was a mirror 
for the most inimitable impartiality, but ungainsayable 
authority of his proceedings, being awfully sensible of 
the obhgations which the oath of a judge lays upon 
him. Hence he who would most patiently bear hard 
things oflFered to his person in private cases, would 
never pass by any pubhc afi&onts or neglects, when he 
appeared under the character of a magistrate. But 
he still was the guide of the blind, the staff of the lame, 
the helper of the widow and the orphan, and all the 
distressed. None that had a good cause was afraid of 
coming before him. On the one side, in his days did 

* Bacon His. Dis. p 110. 
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the righteous flourish ; on the other side, he was the 
terror of evil doers." 

Hubbard, who was partly his cotemporary, says ; 
''This man [Gov. Eaton] had in him great gifts and as 
many excellencies as are usually found in any one man ; 
he had an excellent princely face and port, command- 
ing respect from all others ; he was a good scholar, a 
traveler, a great reader, of an exceeding steady and 
even spirit, not easily moved to passion, and standing 
unshaken in his principles when once fixed ui)on, of a 
profound judgment, full of majesty and authority in 
his judicatures, so tliat it was a vain thing to offer to 
brave him out, and yet in his ordinary conversation, and 
among friends, of such pleasantness of behavior, and 
such felicity and fecundity of harmless wit as can hard- 
ly be paralleled ; but above all, he was seasoned with 
religion, close in closet duties, solemn and substantial 
in family worship, a diligent and constant attender up- 
on all public ordinances, taking notes of the sermons 
he heard exactly, and improving them accordingly ; in 
short, approving himself in the whole course of his life 
in faithfulness, wisdom, and inoffensiveness before God 
and man."* 

• Governor Eaton, by wiU, disposed of hiscHtates. both in this 
country, and **in the parish of Great Bud worth, in the county 
of Chester. England:" and among other small legacies, gives ♦*to 
my wife's son, Thomas Yale, five pounds ; to my dear son-in- 
law, Mr. Hopkins, and to my reverend pastor, Mr. John Daven- 
port, to each of them ten pounds, as a small token of my love 
and respect ** 
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When the day arrived for the election of a new Gov- 
ernor, Mr. Davenport preached an election sermon, as 
was usual on such occasions, taking for his text the 
first words in the book of Joshua: "Now after the 
death of Moses, the servant of the Lord, it came to 
pass that the Lord spake to Joshua, the son of Nun, 
Moses' minister, saying, Moses, my servant is dead; 
now, therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou and all 
this people." The unanimous choice of the electors 
fell upon Francis Newman, who had been one of the 
bench of magistrates, and for many years Secretary of 
the colony.* 

Deeply did Mr. Davenport feel the loss of his belov- 

Mrs. Eaton, soon after her husband's death, returned to Eng- 
land, taking her children, and also her grandchild, Elihu Yale, 
then about ten years old, from whom Yale CJollege was after- 
wards named. 

The Bev. Samuel Eaton came to America with his brother 
Theophilns, and for a year two was Mr. Davenport's assistant. 
He returned to England in 1640, with a view of collecting a 
company of emigrants to settle Branford — that tract of country 
having been granted him for such friends as he should bring 
over from England. But the temporary peace which he found 
enjoyed by those who had before suffered from the persecu- 
ting spirit of the times, induced him to settle as a teacher over 
a Congregational church in Duckenfield, in Cheshire, his na- 
tive county, whence he removed, probably with some of his 
congregation, to the neighboring borough of Stockport, He was 
one of the two thousand ministers who, in 1662, were silenced 
in one day, by the act of uniformity. He died on the 9th of 
June, 1665, at Denton, Lancashire, and was buried in the 
chapel there. 

* Historical Discourses, page 114. 
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ed Eaton, who for more thau twenty years had been 
his copartner in the work of rearing a republic, and 
from childhood his most intimate friend and com- 
panion. The following eloquent passage is from Dr. 
Bacon^s invaluable Historical Discourses : 

" Davenport, and his friend Eaton, built their dwel- 
lings over against each other on the same street,'*' and 
the intimacy begun when they were children, and 
strengthened in their earlier manhoo<l, is prolonged 
without interruption, till in a good old age death sep- 
arates them for a little season, to meet again in heaven. 
They were never out of each other s thoughts ; an<l 
rarely could a day pass by in which they did not see 
each other, and take counsel together. The voice of 
prayer, or the evening psalm, in one of their dwellings, 
might be heard in the other. Whatever changes came 
upon one family, the other was sure to partake imme- 
diately in the sorrow or the joy. In such neighbor- 
hood and intimacy, these two friends passed their days 
here, till the full strength of manhood in which they 

• These houses were large and commodious. Governor 
Eaton's stood upon the north corner of Elm and Orange streets. 
It was built in the form of a capital E, had many apartments in 
it and nineteen fire-places. Mr. Davenport's house, on the op- 
posite side of Elm street, near State street, was built in the 
form of a cross, with the chimney in the centre. '*That Mr. 
Davenport's house had also many apartments, and thirteen 
fire-places," says President Stiles, in his History of the Judges, 
'*I very well remember, having frequently, when a boy, been 
all over the house." 
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came had gradually turned to venerable age. They 
saw trials many and various ; trials such as weigh 
heaviest upon the spirit, and cause the heart to faint ; 
but in all their trials, they had one hope, one consola- 
tion ; and how refreshing to such men, in such vicissi- 
tudes, is the sympathy of kindred souls, well-tried and 
true. Strong in themselves, with the gifts of nature, 
the endowments of education and experience, and the 
unction of Almighty grace ; strong in their individual 
reUance upon God, their help and Saviour ; they were 
the stronger for their friendship, the stronger for their 
mutual counsels, the stronger for the sympathy by 
which each drew the other towards the great fountain 
of strength, and love, and life. 

"Such are the friendships of good men. Tlieir inti- 
macies make them better, holier, happier, more patient 
for endurance, wiser for counsel, stronger for every 
Godlike action.** 

The fathers of New England were not professedly 
separatists, but non-conformists. They did not design 
so much to withdraw themselves from the church of 
England, as to promote a reformation from what they 
considered to be the errors that had crept into their 
communion. But the reformation which they sought, 
and effected, laid the foundation for a system of church 
pohty which, both in its simplicity and practical opera- 
tions, was most nearly allied to that of the apostles of 
Christ They still felt themselves in communion wit)i 
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the truly good and pious, whether in the Church of 
England, or in any other Christian denomination ; 
and especially in the former, there were many to 
whom their hearts still clung with the warmest Chris- 
tian attachment 

A work written by Mr. Davenport, in 1639, and pub- 
lished in London, in 1641, entitled ^'An Answer of the 
Elders of the Several Churches in New England, unto 
nine Positions sent over to them by divers reverend 
and Godly ministers in England," exhibits most clear- 
ly his views, and those of the first ministers of New 
England, in regard to this work of reformation. 

In the preface to this epistle, he says, *'In our native 
country, where we were first called to the ministry, 
many of us took some things to be indifferent, and law- 
ful, which in time we saw to be sinful, and could not 
continue in the practice of them there. Aflerwards, 
some things that we bare as burdens — that is, as things 
inexpedient, though not utterly unlawful, we had no 
cause to retain and prescribe the same things here, 
>Yhich would have been not only inexpedient, but im- 
lawful — such things as a man may tolerate when he 
cannot remove them ; besides some things we practiced 
there, which, (we speak it to our shame and grief,) we 
never took it into serious consideration whether they 
were lawful and expedient, or no, but took them for 
granted, and generally received not only by the most 
reformed churches, but by the most judicious servants 

18 
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of God amongBt them, which, nevertheless, when we 
came to weigh them in the balance of the sanctuary, 
we could not find sufficient warrant in the Word to re- 
ceive them as established there/' 

In closing this opening address of the work, he says : 
"If anything [in this auswer] appears to be unsound, 
and dissonant to the Word, (which we, for our part, 
cannot discern,) we shall willingly attend to what fur- 
ther light God may send unto us by you. In the 
mean time, we entreat you in the Lord, not to suffer 
such apprehensions to lodge in your minds, which you 
intimate in your letters, as if we justified the ways of rig- 
id separation which, sometimes amongst you, we for- 
merly bore witness against, and so build again the 
things which we destroyed, as those who separate from 
your congregations as no churches, from the ordinances 
as dispensed by you as mere ajitichriMian , and from 
yourselves as no Christians. But we profess unfeigned- 
ly, we separate from the corruptions which we con- 
ceive to be left in your churches, and from such ordi- 
nances administered therein, as we fear are not of God, 
but of men ; and for ourselves, we are so far from sep- 
arating, as from no visible Christians, as that you are 
imder God in our hearts (if the Lord would suffer it ) 
to Uve and die together, and we look at sundn' of vou 
as men of that eminent growth in Christianity, that if 
there be any visible Christians under heaven, amongst 
you are the men who for these many years have had 
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written in your foreheads, 'holiness to the Lord/ which 
we speak, not to prejudice any truth which ourselves 
are here taught and called to profess, but we still be- 
lieve, though personal Christians may be eminent in 
their growth of Christianity, yet churches have still 
need to grow from apparent defects to purity, and 
from reformation to reformation, from age to age, till 
the Lord have utterly abohshed Antichrist with the 
breath of his mouth, and the brightness of his coming 
to the full and clear revelation of all his holy truth, es- 
pecially touching the ordering of his house, and public 
worship. As a pledge of this, our estimation of you, 
we have sent you these answers to your demands, and 
shall be ready, by the help of Christ, to receive back 
from you, wise and just and holy advertisements in 
the Lord. Now, the Lord God, and F'ather of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, lead you and us into all truth, and 
purge all leaven out of his churches, and keep us 
blameless and harmless in his holy faith and fear to 
his heavenly kingdom, through Him that hath loved 
us, in whom we rest." 

During the year 1642, letters were received, signed 
by OKver Cromwell and several members of both 
houses of parliament, and also from some ministers in 
England, inviting Mr. Davenport, with Mr. Hooker of 
Hartford, and Mr. Cotton of Boston, to return to their 
native country, to assist in settling the affairs of the 
great revolution, which was then in progress there. 
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and more particularly with reference to securing the 
independency of the churches. "The condition," say 
they, "wherein the state of things in this kingdom 
doth now stand, we suppose you have from the rela- 
tion of others ; whereby you cannot but understand 
how great need there is of the help of prayer, and im- 
provement of all good means, from all parts, for the 
settling and composing the affairs of the Church. We, 
therefore, present to you our earnest desires of you all. 
To show wherein, or how many ways, you may be use- 
ful, would easily be done by us and found by you, 
were you present with us. In all likelihood you will 
find opportunity to draw forth all that helpfulness 
which God shall afford bv you. And we doubt not, 
these advantages will be such as will fully answer all 
inconveniences yourselves, churches or plantations, 
mav sustain in this your short vovage and absence 
from them. Only the sooner you come the better." 

Upon the re(*eipt of this invitation the subject was 
duly weighed by the several ministers and other lead- 
ing men of the colonies, and while many deemed it "a 
call of God," yet it appears that Mr. Hooker was 
averse to the proposal, " nor thought it any sufficient 
call for them to go a thousand leagues to confer with a 
few persons that differed from the rest in the matter 
of church government.*' Mr. Davenport, on the con- 
trary, was strongly inclined to go, but his church con- 
sidering the case, came to the conclusion, "that in re- 
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gard they had but one officer, they could not see the 
way clear to spare him for so long a time as such a 
journey required." Mr. Cotton was in favor of accept- 
ing the in^'itation, and would have gone if the others 
had not declined.* 

In the cause of popular education, Mr. Davenport 
has justly been styled a leader. ''It has been a mat- 
ter of some curiosity," says Professor Kingsley, in his 
Historical Discourse, "to ascertain, to what man, or 
class of men, the honor of having originated our 
system of schools belongs. A distinguished citizen of 
Connecticut remarked more than forty years ago : *Did 
I know the name of the legislator, who first conceived 
and suggested the idea [of Common Schools,] I should 
pay to his memory the highest tribute of reverence and 
regard. I should feel for him a much higher venera- 
tion and respect than I do for Lycurgus and Solon, 
the celebrated legislators of Sparta and Athens. I 
should revere him as the greatest benefactor of the 
human race ; because he has been the author of a 
provision which if it should be adopted in every coun- 
try, would produce a happier and more important in- 
fluence on the human character than any institution 
which the wisdom of man hath devised. *t 

* It is Raid that lettent were also received during the same 
year— probobly not official, but private— inviting the above 
ministers to come over, that they might have seats in the fSftmous 
Assembly of Divines at Westminister.— Hi*.?. Discourses, 103, 104. 

t 'I. Swift's system, 159.' 
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"Perhaps the honor of devising the scheme of popu- 
lar education, which has prevailed in New England, 
belongs exclusively to no individual. It originated 
rather in the general wish to bring all directly to the 
Scriptures for reUgious knowledge and in a regard for 
popular rights, both of which were distinguishing 
traits of Puritanism, than in the sagacity and benevo- 
lent efforts of any one man. But if the inquiry should 
be to whom is to be ascribed the honor of estabhshing 
the school system of the New Haven CJolony, the ques- 
tion is easily answered. It is the just due of Theophi- 
lus Eaton and John Davenport ; or if a distinction 
must be made here, abundant evidence exists in the 
colony records that the pre-eminence belongs to the 
latter. In John Davenport was that deep conviction 
of the value of general intelligence, especially, in his 
view of the subject, as the means of diffusing sound 
rehgious instruction, that energ}', and that resolution, 
which are essential to the successful introduction into 
a community, of a practical Common School System; 
and it is to men like him, that the credit should be 
given of having by their influence carried this system 
forward to its full execution." 

In 1654, Mr. Davenport brought forward the plan of 
estabhshing a College in New Haven, for which the 
town made a donation of land. Through the corres- 
pondence of Davenport and Eaton, a donation of 
£500 sterling was also made by Governor Hopkins, 
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who soon after died in England. With these funds 
the General Court erected the college school into a Col- 
lege for teaching the three learned languages, Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew, and for the education of youth in 
good literature to fit them for the pubhc service in 
church and commonwealth, and settled £40 a year out 
of the colony treasury, upon the preceptor or rector, 
besides the salary from New Haven School, with £100 
forahbrary.* 

Mr. Davenport took the care of the colony school 
for several years, but in 1660, the Rev. Jeremiah Peck 
was appointed to that post. The convulsions of the 
time in 1664, the small number of inhabitants in the 
colony, and the subsequent removal of Mr. Davenport 
to Boston, prevented the carrying out of their designs 
for a College, and left the institution to terminate in a 
Grammar School, which continued to hold the Hop- 
kins' fund.f 

• Stiles' History of the Judges. 

It was in 1660, that Mr. Davenport appeared before the Gen- 
eral Court reinforced with the legacy of Gk>v. Hopkins, and en- 
treated them ^'not to suffer this gift to be lost from the Colony, 
but as it becometh fathers of the Commonwealth, to use all 
good endeavors to get it into their hands and to assert their 
right in it for the common good ; that posterity might reap the 
good fruit of their labors and wisdom and faithfulness ; and 
that Jesus Christ might have the service and honor of such pro- 
vision made for his people. " 

The letter of Mr. Davenport resigning the Hopkins' fund in- 
to the hands of the General Court of New Haven, may be found 
in Trumbull's History of Connecticut, vol. 1, p. 532. 

t This was not the origin of Yale College. In the year 1700, 
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The following extract from the record of " a town 
meeting, held in New Haven, Feb. 7, 1668," affords a 
specimen of the early proceedings, in reference to this 
subject : — 

*'Mr. John Davenport, senior, came into the meeting, 
and desired to speak something concerning the school, 
and first propounded to the town, whether they would 
send their children to the school, to be taught for the 

Heveral individuals met in New Haven and formed themselves 
into a Society, to consist of eleven ministers including a rector, 
and agreed to found a College in the Colony of Connecticut. 
At a subsequent meeting, the same year, at Branford, each of 
the trustees brought a number of books, and presented them to 
the Association, using words to this effect, as he laid them on 
the table, *' I give the^seboofcti for founding a College in Connecticut.'* 
About forty folio volumes were contributed on this occasion. 
This act of depositing the books has ever been considered the 
origin of Yale College. -Quarterly Begiater, VoL 8, p. 14. 

The College for some time was located at Saybrook, till in the 
year 1717, it was removed to New Haven, '*where," says Presi- 
dent Woolsey, **from being almost an airy nothing, it received 
a local habitation and was also in the course of the year 1718, 
destined to have that name given to it, by which, since the 
charter of 1745, the whole institution has been designated." 

The following extract from a manuscript written at this time 
by one of the College officers, the Rev. Samuel Johnson, D. D., 
afterwards first President of King's [Columbia] College, New 
York, will not be uninteresting : — 

*'The building went forward apace, so that the hall and li- 
brary were finished by Commencement. A few days before 
Commencement, came the news of the good success of some 
gentlemen's endeavors to procure some donations from Great 
Britain. For at Boston, arrived a large box of books, the pic- 
ture and arms of King George, and two hundred pounds ster- 
ling worth of English goods, all to the value of eight hundred 
pounds in our money, from Governor Yale of London, which 



THE DAVENPORT FAMILT. 141 

fitting them for the service of God in church and com- 
monwealth. If they would, then, he said that the 
grant of that part of Mr. Hopkins his estate formerly 
made to this town stands good, but if not, then it is 
void ; because it attains not the end of the donor. 
Therefore, he desired that they would express them- 
selves. Upon which Boger Ailing declared his purpose 
of bringing up one of his sons to learning ; also Henry 

greatly revived our hearts and disheartened oar opposers. [We 
were] favored and honored with the presence of his Honor 
Governor Saltonstall and his lady, and the Hon. Col. Taylor, of 
Boston, and the Lieutenant Gk>vemor, and the whole Superior 
Court at our Commencement, Sept 10, 1718, where the trus- 
tees present— those gentlemen being present, in the hall of our 
New College, first most solemnly named our College, by the name 
of Yale College, to perpetuate the memory of the Hon. Gov. Elihu 
Yale, Esq., of London, who had granted so liberal and bountiful 
a donation for the perfecting and adorning of it Upon which 
the Hon. Col. Taylor represented Gov. Yale in a speech ex- 
pressing his great satisfaction, which ended, we passed to the 
church, and there the Commencement was carried on. In 
which afiair in the first place, after prayer, an oration was 
had by the saluting orator, James Pierpont, and then the dis- 
putations as usual, which concluded, the Rev. Mr. Davenport 
[one of the Trustees and Minister of Stamford] offered an ex- 
cellent oration in Latin, expressing their thanks to Almighty 
(iod and Mr. Yale under him for so public a favor, and so great 
regard to our languishing School. After which, were graduated 
ten young men ; whereupon the Hon. Grov. Saltonstall, in a Latin 
speech, congratulated the Trustees on their success, and in the 
comfortable appearance of things with relation to their School. 
All which ended, the gentlemen returned to the College Hall, 
where they were entertained with a splendid dinner, and the 
ladies at the same time were also entertained in the Library, 
after which they sung the four first verses in the 65th Psalm, 
and so the day ended." 

19 
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Glover, one of Mr. William Russell's, John Winston, 
Mr. Hodshon, Thomas Trowbridge, David Atwater, 
Thomas Meeks [Mix] ; and Mr. Augur said that he in- 
tended to send for a kinsman from England. Mr. 
Samuel Street declared that there were eight at pres- 
ent in Latin, and three more would come in summer, 
and two more before next winter. Upon which Mr. 
Davenport seemed to be satisfied ; but yet declared 
that he must always reserve a negative voice, that 
nothing be done contrary to the true intent of the donor, 
and it [the donation] be improved only for that use, 
and, therefore, while it can be so improved here, it 
shall be settled here. But, if New Haven will neglect 
their own good herein, he must improve it otherwise, 
unto that end it may answer tlie will of the dead. His 
desire was, that a farm may be purchased, that the 
revenues of it may ease the town ; and therefore pro- 
pounded, that if any knew of any farm to be purchased, 
they would acquaint the committee with it ; and then 
desired to know whether the town would grant this to 
be recorded, with this condition. The town fell into 
some debate about it, and so nothing was done furth- 
er at this time.*' 

A goodly number of pupils were fitted for College 
at this Hopkins' Grammar School* Says Professor 

• This school is still kept on the comer of Temple and Crown 
streets. 

Mr. Ezekiel Cheever (or Cheevers, ) who came to New Haven 
with Mr. Davenport, taught a Grammar School there for many 
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Kingsley, "Of the graduates of Harvard College, from 
its foundation [1638] to the year 1700, as many as one 
in thirty, at least, were from the town of New Haven. 
When it is considered that so late as the year 1700, 
the number of inhabitants in New Haven could have 
very little if at all exceeded five hundred, this fact de- 
serves notice. The explanation is found in the exer- 
tions of Mr. Davenport, which continued to produce 
their effect long after his death. Indeed, his influence 
in favor of liberal education has never ceased ; but 
commencing in the infancy of the colony, has with the 
progress of time, and the increase of population, been 
more and more strengthened and more widely diffus- 
ed." "How aptly," adds Dr. Bacon, "might that beau- 
years. He was the father of New England school teachers. He 
was bom in London, in 1615, and was one of those who signed 
the Plantation Covenant in Mr. Newman's bam in 1639. Of 
this man, Mather wrote : ''He was a pious and learned divine 
as well as preceptor. He wore his beard to the day of his death. 
He much formed and established the New England pronuncia- 
tion of Latin and Greek. He printed an English Accidence 
still in use. The hair of his head and beard were white as 
snow. *He died, leaning like old Jacob upon a staff ; the sac- 
rifice and the righteousness of a glorious Christ, he let us know, 
was the staff which he leaned upon. ' *He wore a long white 
beard terminating in a point, and when he stroked his beard 
to the point, it was a sign to the boys to stand clear.' He died 
in Boston, August 21, 1708, in the ninety-fourth year of his age ; 
after he had been a skillful, painful, faithful schoolmaster for 
seventy years ; and had the singular favor of Heaven, that 
though he had usefully spent his life among children, yet he 
had not become twice a chUd^ but held his abilities, with his 
usefulness in an unusual degree to the very last" 
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tiful apostrophe of one of our poets have been ad- 
dressed to him : 

*The good begun by thee shall onward flow 

In many a branching stream, and wider grow ; 

The seed that in these few and fleeting hoars 

Thy hands, unsparing and unwearied, sow. 

Shall deck thy grave with Amaranthine flowers, 

And yield thee fruit divine in Heaven's immortal bowers ! 



• t* 



The name of Mr. Davenport, more than that of al- 
most any other man, has been associated with the Ihs- 
tory of those individuals, commonly known as ''^ 
regicides" These were men who had conspired against , 
the tyrannical rule of Charles I., the result of which 
was the overthrow of that monarch who was condem- 
ned to the scaffold. 

On the restoration of Charles II., in 1660, some who 
had beeD active in the times of the Commonwealth, un- 
der Cromwell, were put to death, and others fled for 
their Uves. The surviving members of the Court that 
condemned the king to the scaffold, were pursued 
with special fury. Of these regicide judges, four at 
least escaped to this country, two of whom, Edward 
Whalley and William Goffe, came to New Haven. 
These two were among the most prominent of those 
who signed the death-warrant of the king. They ar- 
rived in Boston, on the 27th of July, 1660, in the same 
ship that brought the first news of the king's restora- 
tion. 

"Whalley was closely connected with Cromwell by 



\ 
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kindred, as well a& by tie of a common political inter- 
est He was the colonel of that regiment of cavalry in 
the Parliament's armv, in which Richard Baxter was 
chaplain, and between him and the author of the 
Saint's Rest, there was an intimate friendship, not only 
while Baxter continued in the army, but afterwards, 
when Whalley had become, imder the Protectorate of 
his cousin Cromwell, one of the chief officers of the 
empire. To him, in token of their continued friendship, 
Baxter dedicated one of his works in an epistle, which 
is among the most beautiful examples of that kind of 
composition. 

"Goflf(5 was the son-in-law of Whalley, and like him, 
having distinguished himself in the army, in which he 
rose to the rank of Major-General, he became a member 
of Cromwell's House of Lords, and was one of the prin- 
cipal supporters of the Cromwell dynasty. So eminent 
was he, that it was thought by some, that he might, in 
time, become the head of the empire. 

''When these men arrived in Boston, with the news 
of the king's restoration, they were at first received 
with undisguised attention by the Governor of that 
Colony and the principal inhabitants. For some time, 
they resided openly at Cambridge, where they atten- 
ded public worship, and were active in private reU- 
gious meetings, and were received to occasional com- 
munion in the church, by virtue of letters which they 
brought from the churches in England, with which 
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they had been previously connected. As they became 
personally known, they were greatly respected for 
their piety, as well as for their talents and intelligence. 
It was hoped that in so distant a part of the world as 
this, they would escape the notice of their enemies ; 
and the first rumors that followed them from England, 
gave some confirmation to the hope. But in Novem- 
ber, the act of indemnity arrived, which secured all, 
with certain exceptions, against being called in ques- 
tion for anything they had done against the govern- 
ment since the beginning of the civil wars ; and it ap- 
peared that these two men, with many others, were ex- 
cepted from the general pardon ; still, however, com- 
passion and friendship prevented the government of 
Massachusetts from taking any measures to arrest them. 

"On the 22d of February, 1661, the Governor called 
his council together, to consult about seizing them, but 
the council not having yet received any special order 
on that subject, refused to do anything. Four days 
after this, the two regicide judges, foreseeing that a 
warrant or order for their arrest must soon arrive from 
England, and that Governor Endicott, and their other 
friends there, would, in that case, be unable to protect 
them, left Cambridge, and passing through Hartford, 
where they were hospitably received by Governor 
Winthrop, arrived at New Haven on the 7th of March."* 

Here, the minds of the people were well prepared to 

• His. Discourses, 123, 124. 



> 
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receive them. Mr. Davenport at once espoused their 
cause with great courage and boldness. There seems 
to be no evidence that Mr. Davenport ever preached 
a special discourse, as he is usually lepresented to have 
done, with reference to the cause of the regicides. 
That he alluded to them in terms which were not like- 
ly to be misunderstood, in a series of sermons which 
were preached just before their coming to New Haven, 
and which were afterwards pubHshed in his '* Saint's An- 
chor Hold," is quite evident. In speaking of the general 
state of the church, both in this and other lands, and of 
the persecutions and trials to which Ood's people have 
been subject in all ages, he uses the following language : 

"Brethren, it is a weighty matter to read letters, and 
receive intelligence in them concerning the state of the 
churches. You had need to Hft up your hearts to God, 
when you are about to read your letters from our na- 
tive country, to give you wisdom, and hearts duly af- 
fected, that you may receive such intelligences as you 
ought ; for God looks upon everj' man in such cases, 
with a jealous eye, observing with what workings of bow- 
els they read or speak of the concernments of his 
church. You see, in Amos vi. 6, how his wrath was 
incensed against those who solaced themselves with 
their private prosperity, but were not sick ; their 

hearts asked not for the afflictions of Joseph. 

« 

"Again ; let such know that if they withdraw from 
being helpful to the church, God will do good to 
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his church, without them ; but he will be avenged up- 
on them that desert or neglect his cause and people. 
This argument, Mordecai used to Esther (Esther iv. 
13, 14 ;) and it prevailed mightily with her, to run the 
utmost hazard of her own person when there might be 
hope of some good to the church thereby (verse 16.) 
For the contrary, Meroz was cursed by the angel of 
the Lord, because they ' came not up to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty.* (Judges v. 23.) 

''Though men cannot help the Lord essentially or 
personally, yet they may be said to help him relatively in 
his cause and people ; when they own his cause and 
people, and appear on that side, when Satan and his 
instruments raise persecutions and reproaches against 
them. Though the Lord needs not men's help in such 
cases — * for when he saw there was no man, no inter- 
cessor, his own arm brought salvaUon unto him ' (Isa. 
1l 16) — ^yet it is our duty to show on whose side we 
stand. For Christ will look upon us as his enemies, 
that disown his cause and people at such times ; as he 
saith : 'He that is not with me, is against me.' (Matt 
xiL 30.) 'Are the people and ways of God under re- 
proach ? Christ is reproached in them, and with them.' 
(Rom. XV. 3.) 

"But it is objected, we are called fools and fanatics I 
This is the reproachful title put by profane men up- 
on the people of God, in all agea But if he is a fool 
who will be laughed out of his coat, much more is he a 



THE DAVENPORT FAMILY. 149 

fool who will be laughed out of heaven ; that will haz- 
ard the I068 of his soul, and salvation, to free himself 
from the mocks and scoffs of a profane and sinful world. 

" If Christ had not, for our sakes, endured the cross, 
despising the shame, we could never have been re- 
deemed and saved. ' Let us go forth, therefore, unto 
him without the camp, bearing his reproach.' (Heb. 
xiiL 13.) In the same epistle, the Christian Hebrews 
are exhorted to ' caU to remembrance the former days 
in which, after they were illuminated, they endured a 
great fight of afflictions, partly whilst they were made 
a gazingstock, both by reproaches and afflictions, and 
partly \7hilst they became companions of them that 
were so used.* (Heb. x. 32, 33.) Let us do likewise, 
and own the reproached and persecuted people, and 
cAUse of Christ, in suffering times 

" Withhold not countenance, entertainment and pro- 
tection from such, if they come to us from France, 
(i^ermany, [England, J or any other place. * Be not for- 
getful to entertain strangers, for thereby some have en- 
tertained angels unawares.' * Remember them that are 
in bonds, as bound with them, and them who suffer ad- 
versity, as being yourselves also in the body.' (Heb. 
xiiL 2, 3. The Lord required this of Moab, saying : 
* Make thy »hadoiv ax ihn night iti the midst of the noon- 
day* — I. e., provide safe and comfortable shelter, and 
refreshment, for my people, in the heat of persecution 
and opposition raised against them — ' Hide the out- 
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coats ; betoray not him that wandereth. Let mine out- 
casts dwell with thee^ Moab ; he thou a covert to them 
from the face of the spoiler,* (Isa. xvi. 3.) 

^' But, again, it may be objected, so I shall expose 
myself to be spoiled or troubled ? He therefore, to 
remove this objection, addeth, 'for the danger is at 
an end, the spoiler ceaseth, the treaders down are con- 
sumed out of the land.' While we are attending to 
our duty in owning and harboring Christ's witnesses, 
God will be providing for their and our safety by des- 
troying those that would destroy his people. 

" Two helps I shall propound to arm you against 
those fears of reproach, or danger, whereby men are 
apt to be drawn to flinch from the cause and witnesses 
of Christ in suffering times. 

"First, strengthen your faith. A sight of the invisible 
God and an eye to the recompense of reward so quick- 
ened and strengthened the faith of Moses, that he 
chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, esteem- 
ing the reproach of 'Christ greater riches than the 
treasures in Egypt.' (Heb. xi. 25, 26.) 

"Secondly, exalt God as the highest object of your 
fear. Fear God as he ought to be feared, fear him above 
all. The greater fear will expel the lesser. Therefore, 
the Lord prescribes this fearing him aright, as the best 
remedy against all fears, whereby men are wont to be 
hindered from obeying God in those duties that will 
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expose men to hurt from the creature. (Isa. yiiL 12, 
13.) Th^ balking of any duty which God command-- 
tth is the ready way to bring upon you^ by the wrath 
of Godj (hat very evil which you fear that the doing 
of your duty will expose you to by the wrath of men." 

With such a state of feeling in the public mind at 
New Haven, the two Colonels, as they were called, met 
with that kind reception which was considered due at 
least to imcondemned criminals. Soon after they had 
left Massachusetts, the king's proclamation denouncing 
them as traitors was received at Boston. Before the 
news of this reached New Haven, they had showed 
themselves openly there as at Boston. Now they were 
obliged to secrete themselves. For more than a 
month they were hid in Mr. Davenport's house, wh^n 
they removed across the street to Governor Eaton's, 
then occupied by Mr. Jones. 

Near the last of April, the royal mandate arrived re- 
quiring the Governor of Massachusetts to cause the 
two Colonels to be arrested.* The whole community 

* The following is a copy of this mandate found in Mass. 
His. Col. 3d Series, Vol. vii., p. 123. 

**GOyEBNOB OF NEW-ENGLAND TO APPBEHEND WHALLET AND 

OOFFE. 

*'To our trusty and wtU-beloved, the present Oovemor, or other Md- 
fjistraie or Magistrates^ of our Plantation of New-England, 

Chables R. 

Trusty and weU-behved^—Wee greete you weU. Wee being 
given to understand that Ck>lonell Whalley and Colonell Goife, 
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was now alarmed, and the Governor and Council of 
Massachusetts seem to have set about in earnest to ap- 
prehend and dehver up the victims. They deputized 
two zealous royalists, Thomas Kellond and Thomas 
Kirk, just from England, to go through the Colonies 
in pursuit of them. They came into the jurisdiction 
the New Haven Colony and called upon Governor 
Leete, at Guilford, then acting magistrate. He assur- 
ed them that he had not seen the men in several weeks, 
and that they had probably gone out of the jurisdic- 
tion. They came to New Haven two days after, with 
a letter from the Governor to the magistrate of the 
town, advising the town court to be called together, 
and search to be made. Various hindrances for some 
days prevented any further progress in the matter. 
Governor Leete, who had now arrived at New Haven, 
objected to giving them a special warrant authorizing 
their search, because the king's mandate which they 

who stand here convicted for the execrable murder of our Roy- 
all Father of glorious memory, are lately arrived at New Eng- 
land, where they hope to shroud themselves securely from the 
justice of our laws ; — Our will and pleasure is, and wee do 
hereby expressly require and command you forthwith, upon the 
receipt of these our letters, to cause both the said persons to 
be apprehended, and with the first opportunity sent over 
hither, under a strict care to receive according to their demerits. 
Wee are confident of your readiness and diligence to perform 
your duty ; and so bid you farewell. 
'•Given at our Court at Whitehall, the fifth day of March, 1661. 

" By his Majesty's command, 

**Edw. Nichouls. 
"Jno. Endbcott, Governor." 
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brought with them was addressed to the Governor of 
New England, and he would not recognize any such 
officer. When they asked the magistrat-es if they 
would honor and obey the king in this afhir, the Gov- 
ernor replied, " We honor his Majesty, but we have 
tender consciences." When further asked, whether 
they would own his Majesty or not, they replied, "That 
they would first know whether his Majesty would own 
them." 

The pursuers insisted that the regicides were hid 
somewhere in the town, and pointed to the houses of 
Mr. Davenport and Mr. Jones. They had proof 
that they had been seen at Mr. Davenport's, and 
threatened him with severe penalties for concealing 
and comforting traitors. They also offered great re- 
wards to any who should aid in their arrests. After 
various delays the court gave them authority to proceed. 
A diligent search was made throughout the colony, 
but the fugitives were not to be found. 

During most of this time the Colonels were in the im- 
mediate vicinity of New Haven. On the day in which 
their pursuers arrived at Guilford, they had left their 
concealment at New Haven, and escaped to a mill at 
West Rock, where they spent the Sabbath. For two 
days, they were secreted by some friends at Wood- 
bridge, and on the 15th of May took up their residence 
in a cave at West Rock, a mountainous and almost in- 
accessible wild in the vicinity of New Haven. Here 
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they were concealed till the 11th of June, while the 
whole colony was searched. "Once, when they ven- 
tured out of the cave for provisions, they hid them- 
selver under a bridge, while their pursuers passed 
over it. At another time, they met the sheriff, who 
had the warrant for their execution, in his pocket, but 
they fought for their lives, and before they could pro- 
cure assistance, escaped into the woods."* 

While at the cave, they were informed of all that 
was going on, and stood ready to surrender themselves 
rather than that any one should suffer through their 
concealment. At last, finding that Mr. Davenport was 
in danger of suffering on their account, they came into 
the town for the purpose of surrendering themselves. 
Here they remained for two days, and were seen so 
pubUcly, as to clear Mr. Davenport from the charge of 
still conceahng them. 

On the second day, whUe the Governor and Magis- 
trates were consulting in reference to their case, the 
two Colonels suddenly disappeared, and when the 
search for them was renewed, they could not be found. 
Where they put themselves, for that day, we know not, 
but soon, undoubtedly, the cave became their asylum, 
where some hiendly hands ministered to theii* necessi- 
ties. As their hiding place continued undisclosed, the 
zeal of their pursuers gradually died away, the fugitives 
retired to Hadley, Mass., where they hved for some 

* Stile»* History of the Judges. 
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years in devout seclusion, and at last died in peace.'*' 
In reference to the matter of the re^cides, it may 
be remarked, that while the magistrates wished to 
show their loyalty to the king, and as we have seen, 
made some efforts to aid the pursuers in their arrest, 
still but few knew or desired to know their hiding- 
places, and these could not be tempted either by the 
fear of punishment, or the hope of reward, to betray 
them. The overruling providence of Gk)d preserved 
them in the midst of their threatened danger, and as 
Davenport afterwards wrote : "The same Providence 
could have done the same, in the same circumstancen, 
if they had been in London, or in the Tower." f 

* James Dixwell, another of the regicide Judges resided for 
some years at New Haven, where he was known by the name of 
James Davis, Esq. He died in 1689, and was buried in the 
rear of the First (Centre) Church, close to the graves of Gover- 
nor Eaton and Governor Jones. An ancient stone, in the old 
burying ground, marked the spot, with this charged inscrip- 
tion: "J. D. Esq., DECEASED, Mabch Y« 18th, in Ye 82d teab 

OF HIS AGE, 1688-9." 

It is said that the bodies of Whalley and Goffe were secretly 
conveyed to New Haven, and also buried near this spot : and 
the tradition is strongly confirmed by the two stones there 
standing, on one of which are the initials *'E. W., 1678," and 
on the other "M. G., 80," the M of which, with a line drawn un- 
der (evidently intentional,) may be taken for an inverted W., 
and the number, as fixing the date of his death, 1680. 

t See letter of Mr. Davenport, given in edition of 1851, p. 
356. 

Home handling has recently been made of this letter of 
Mr. Davenport addressed to Sir Thomas Temple, the Boston 
Agent of King Charles II., printed, first, in Mass. His. Collec- 
tions, 3 Series, Vol. vm, p. 327, and **which," says Hon. 
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President Sidles, in his " History of the Judges," at- 
tributes thus much to Mr. Davenport : " While these 
matters were going on, everything depended upon Mr. 
Davenport s firmness. If he gave out all was gone ;*' 
and adds, " Mr. Davenport was a man of intrepid res- 
olution and firmness, of greater discernment in public 
affairs, and in every way superior in abilities to the 
Governor and all concerned. He saw they all gave up. 
He, like Mount Atlas stood firm and alone, and took 
the whole upon himself. Better than any of the coun- 
selors, he knew that all that had been done before the 
arrival of the royal mandate, could be vindicated by 

James Savage, **tend8 to inculpate, or exonlpate, Mr. D. accord- 
ing to the eyes with which it iH read." 

It is evident the magistrateH were not in haste to execute 
the royal mandate, wnich, by an error that of itself well nigh 
rendered its execution void, was addressed to **the Governor of 
New England," when no such officer was known. This, and 
other objections, proved a source of embarrassment to the 
General Court, when at last, they were called together. I see no 
evidence that Mr. Davenport exceeded the bounds of truth in 
any of his statements, as has been dexterously intimated. He 
thus writes : '*The Colonels hearing that some who entertained 
them at their houses, were in extreme danger upon that ac- 
count, to prevent the same, came from another colony where 
they were, and had been some time, to New Haven, professing 
that their true intention, in their coming at that time, was to 
yield themselves to be apprehended for the aforesaid purpose, 
and accordingly they stayed two days. This was known in 
the town. The Deputy Governor waited for the coming of the 
Governor and other magistrates to this town, on the second day, 
which they also did, according to the former agreement. Im- 
mediately upon their coming together, they fell into a consul- 
tation, being out of any fear of that which followed. Before 
they had issued their consultation, which was not long, the 
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the laws of hospitality to unconvicted criminals, and 
could not, in a court of law, be construed into even a 
suspicion of treason. It might subject him to some in- 
conveniences, perhaps prosecutions, but could not be 
fatal — a thing which, perhaps, the others doubted. 
Supported by his good sense, and deep discernment, 
he therefore felt himself secure. What staggered Gov- 
ernor Endicott, a man of heroic fortitude, and other 
hearts of oak at Boston, never staggered Mr. Dav- 
enport Great minds display themselves on trying and 

Colonels were gone away; no man knowing how or whither. 
Whereupon a diligent search was renewed and many sent 
forth on foot and horseback to recover them into their hands. 
Bnt all in vain. I believe if his Majesty rightly understood 
the circumstances of this case, he would not be displeased 
with our Magistrates, but acquiesce in the Providence of the 
Most High, knowing that the way of man is not in himself; bnt 
God worketh all things according to the counsel of his own 
will. " Thus in the absence of contrary proof, we are bound 
to believe the truthfulness of that which the author herein 
affi rmeth. 

That the two Colonels may have beenout side the Colony is 
plausible, for they were within a few hours of the confines of 
Manhadoes, or nearer still to the lines of the Connecticut Colony. 

The '* sometime" in which they were outside of the 
Colony, may have been **the very indefinite period" as quali- 
fied in the story of Rutherford Trowbridge and Capt Thomas 
Rice, in a paper by Rev. Chauncey Groodrich, on the Invasion of 
New Haven by the British. (New Haven Historical Society 
Papers pp. 173, 4.) That Mr. Davenport may have acted the 
part of Elisha, who led the forces of King Benhadad, smitten 
with partial blindness, into the city of Samaria, while they 
were yet seeking the captivity of the very man who was guid- 
ing them, we do not deny — (2 Kings, 6, 19)— but we call for 
proof. 
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great occasions. He was a man for this trying occa- 
sion. Davenport's enlightened greatness, fidelity and 
inti'epidity, saved the Judges." 

Dr. Bacon, in narrating the historj' of the Judges, 
also says : "These details show in a striking hght the 
character of Mr Davenport," and adds, " I know not 
what incident in history exhibits a more admirable 
combination of courage and adroitness, of fidehty to 
friendship, of magnanimity in distress, and of the fear- 
less, yet discreet assertion of great principles of hber- 
ty, than can be foimd in this simple story of the pro- 
tection of the regicides by the men of New Haven. 
And what gives to all the rest a higher dignity, is the 
fact, that the courage which feared not the wrath of 
the king, was not fool hardiness or passion, but faith in 
God who bade them hide the outcasts, and be a covert 
to them from the face of the spoiler. The rude mu- 
nition of rocks that sheltered the fugitives when they 
were chased into dens and caves of the earth, is a mon- 
ument more eloquent than arch or obelisk. Till the 
mountains shall melt, let it bear the inscription, 'Op- 
position to tjTants is obedience to God.* "* 

In 1662, after his restoration, Charles 11. granted 
through the agency of Governor Wintbrop to the peo- 
ple of Connecticut a charter with the amplest privileges, 
which was also designed to include the colony of New 

* This inscription is placed by a modem hand on the Judges 
Cave at West Rock. 
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Haven.* Great efforts were made at this time to unite 
the two colonies. This was warmly opposed by a ma- 
jority of the people of New Haven colony. They were 
attached to their peculiar polity and feared such a 
union might have an unfavorable bearing on the puri- 
ty of their churches, and on their general prosperity. 
Mr. Davenport took an active part in this resistance. 
The people of the Connecticut colony, however, en- 

• Governor John Winthrop, of Connecticut, was the son of 
Governor John Winthrop, '*the father of Massachusetts." He 
was a man of eminent abilities and commanding influence, 
learned and pious. He so far ingratiated himself into the fa- 
vor of Charles II. and Lord Clarendon, that while in England 
in 1662, he obtained from the king a charter embracing in its 
limits all that tract of country which lies between the Narra- 
gansett River and the Pacific Ocean, and conferring upon the 
colonists unqualified powers to govern themselves. Mr. Win- 
throp, it is said, had '*an extraordinary ring," given to his 
granfather by Charles I., which he presented to the king. This 
exceedingly pleased his majesty, and perhaps had some influ- 
ence in procuring the grant. This was the charter which King 
James II. in 1686 sent Sir Edmund Andross to take away from 
the people of Connecticut, but by the adroitness of Capt Wads- 
worth, it was hid in a large hollow oak which stood till 1856, 
in Hartford, and known by the name of Charter Oak. 

Gov. Winthrop's principal residence in Connecticut was at 
Pequot, now New London. Great efforts were made by Mr. 
Davenport to induce his removal to New Haven and the town 
voted to give him a house. H e declined their generous dona- 
tion but resided there about two years. One resfton why the 
people of New Haven were so anxious to have Mr. Winthrop 
make his residence there was his medical knowledge and skill. 

A number of letters from Mr. Davenport to Grovemor Win- 
throp, were printed in the Appendix to edition of 1851. 
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deavored by unfair means to bring them under their 
jurisdiction without their consent 

In October, after the arrival of the charter, the court 
of magistrates at New Haven, according to usage, ap- 
pointed the 23d of that month, as a day of public 
thanksp^ving, and at the same time ordered ''that the 
29th of this month be kept as a day of extraordinary 
seeking of God by fasting and prayer for his guidance 
of the colony in this weighty business about joining 
with Connecticut colony, and for the afflicted state of 
the Church and people of God in our native country, 
and in other parts of the world." 

" Two days after that day of fasting," says Dr. Bacon, 
*the records of the town show us a meeting of the 
freemen at which a copy of the charter was exhibited, 
together with a writing from some gentlemen of Con- 
necticut, signifying that they looked upon New Haven 
as being within their bounds. Mr. Daveni)ort, and his 
colleague Mr. Street were both present Mr. Daven- 
port appears to have addressed the meeting at great 
length. He stated some important facts, illustrating 
the haste, unkindness, and arrogance, with which their 
brethren of the other colony had proceeded in the 
matter. He showed what pledges he had received 
from Mr. Winthrop that so unrighteous an act should 
not be attempted. He went into an argument to prove, 
first, that New Haven was not of course included un- 
der the charter, and secondly, that New Haven 
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ought not voluntarily to enter into such a union ; 
and he concluded by giving directions as to the 
answer that should be returned to the men of Con- 
necticut, 'that they may see their evil in what 
they have done, and restore us to our former state, 
that so we and they may live together in unity and 
amity for the future.' Mr. Street followed in the de- 
bate ; he declared that he looked upon Mr. Daven- 
port's arguments as unanswerable, he thought *that 
both Church and town had cause to bless God for the 
wisdom held forth in them,' he exhorted the freemen 
'to keep the ends and rules of Christ in their eye, and 
then God would stand by them ;' and he concluded by 
seconding Mr. Davenport's directions respecting an 
answer, 'with one scripture out of Isaiah xiv. 32 
[What shall one then answer the messengers of the 
nation ? — that the Lord bath founded Zion, and the 
poor of his people shall trust in it ;] and from thence 
did advise that the answer should be of faith and not 
of fear.' The decision of the meeting, alter a full de- 
bate, was in accordance with the advice thus given. 

" Four days afterwards, the freemen of the whole 
colony were convened at New Haven, not by delega- 
tion but in full assembly. To that convention. Gov- 
ernor Leete submitted the commiinication which had 
been received from Connecticut, and the brief reply 
which had been made by the committee appointed by 
the last General Court These writings having been 
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read, together with the copy of the charter, the Gover- 
nor called the attention of the meeting to the two dis- 
tinct points which the communication from Connecticut 
presented for their consideration, namely, the claim 
that the charter necessarily included them, and that they 
were therefore bound to submit, and the invitation to a 
voluntary and peaceful union. After this, that the peo- 
ple might have time for consideration, the assembly 
was dismissed for an hour and a half, ' then to meet 
again at the beat of the drum/ When the meeting 
was again opened, Mr. Davenport was called upon by 
the Governor to express his views. 

" Mr. Davenport said *that according to this occasion 
he should discharge the duty of his place/ and pro- 
posed to * read to them his own thoughts, which he 
had set down in writing, and which he desired might 
remain his own till they [the freemen of the colony] 
should be fully satisfied in them, for he would leave 
others to walk according to the light which God should 
give them in this business/ Accordingly he read some 
reasons why the people of Connecticut ought not to 
construe their charter as including New Haven colony, 
and why New Haven might not voluntarily join with 
Connecticut — and then retired, leaving his written 
thoughts for the consideration of the assembly. The 
Governor carefully abstained from giving any opinion; 
but urged the freemen to speak their minds, that the 
substance of the answer might proceed from them. 
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After the matter bad been ^larp^ely debated ' the sub- 
stance of the answer was agreed upon, and it was de- 
termined that the points of the reply should be, first, a 
*due witness-bearing against the sin* of Connecticut in 
invading their independence ; next, a demand that till 
Mr. Winthrop should return, or till they should other- 
wise obtain satisfaction, the whole matter should be 
deferred and the jurisdiction of New Haven be per- 
mitted to proceed without interruption ; and thirdly, 
a resolution to do nothing without taking advice from 
the other confederate colonies. A committee inclu- 
ding all the magistrates and elders was appointed to 
prepare such an answer and to forward it to the authori- 
ties of Connecticut The *answer of the freemen drawn 
up into form by the committee,** bears strong marks 
of the workmanship of Mr. Davenport. 

" The correspondence thus begun between the two 
colonies was continued through several years, while 
Connecticut was gaining strength by steady encroach- 
ment, and New Haven, at first the weaker party, was 
gradually weakened by defections, and by the increas- 
ing burdens which the controversy occasioned. The 
great body of the people here loved their indepen- 
dence and their own peculiar polity. * The ends for 
which,' said they, * we left our dear native country, 
and were willing to undergo the difficulties which we 
have since met in this wilderness, yet fresh in our re- 

* Found in Tmmbairs History of Conneotiont, vol. i., 515. 
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membrance/ were 'to advance the kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and to enjoy the libeiiies of the 
Gospel in purity with peace ;' and these are the only 
ends we still pursue, having hitherto found by experi- 
ence so much of the presence of God with us, and of 
his good and compassion towards us in so doing, for 
these many years. To these ends their peculiar insti- 
tutions seemed in their judgment best adapted. To 
them their little republic seemed as near a perfect 
model of a Christian commonwealth, as could be in 
this world of imperfection. Cato in his *little senate' 
at Utica, standing against the power of Csesar, for the 
ancient constitution of his country, was actuated by no 
sentiment higher or more admirable than that which 
actuated them. In all the negotiations of that crisis, 
the influence of Mr. Davenport was conspicuous. The 
numerous letters and remonstrances in which the 
claims of New Haven were argued, bear the stamp of 
his mind. Their clearness in the statement of the case, 
their cogency in the argument, their dignity of manner, 
with slight occasional manifestation of sarcastic humor, . 
and the simple piety that breathes so naturally through 
them all, indicate him as the author.*'* 

It was not till the beginning of 1665, that this con- 
troversy was ended. At that time an invasion of the 
rights of all the New England colonies was threatened 
by grants of large territories made to the Duke of 

'Historical Discourses, pp. 135-138. 
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York, the brother of the king, and a general commis- 
sion for him to settle the peace of the colonies and su- 
perintend their affidrs. Fearful not only that their 
own interests but the common interests of all the oth- 
er colonies, as well as the cause of truth and liberty, 
might now suffer, the New Haven colony came to a 
unanimous decision to submit to the claims of Connec- 
ticut, and Mr. Davenport, yielding with many regrets 
to the necessity of the measure, was chosen one of the 
committee for consumating the union. 

In 1651, the second church in Boston, then just 
formed, had extended a call to Mr. Davenport, to settle 
among them, which however, he felt it his duty to de- 
cline. Sixteen years had now passed away. Mr. Da- 
venport had become an old man. His beloved Eaton 
and many more of his fellow pilgrims had passed to 
their reward ; while a new generation had risen up 
around him. Great changes had taken place. There 
were some things that gave him grief, but others were 
fuU of hope and promise. Yet his zeal and activity re- 
mained unabated. His heart and hand were ready for 
every good work. For thirty years he had Hved in the af- 
fection and undiminished confidence of his church. 
His influence was also lent to all the great questions that 
concerned the interest of this as well as the other colo- 
nies of New England. But new scenes and trials were 
now opening before him. 

In 1667, the Rev. John Wilson, who had been asso- 

22 
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ciated with the distinguished Cotton and Norton, as 
pastor of the First Church in Boston, died. That was 
the oldest church except the one at Plymouth, and the 
most considerable one in the colonies. On the death 
of Mr. Wilson, Mr. Davenport was thought best fitted 
to succeed the eminent characters who had ministered 
there. In addition to this, his influence seemed called 
for at that time to resist the introduction into the 
churches of that region of what was then called the 
" Half-way covenant," by which the children of parents 
not pious, received baptism — an innovation which Mr. 
Davenport had so strenuously opposed in Holland. 
This question was now agitating the whole of New 
England. 

In 1657, a synod had convened to discuss this ques- 
tion, and the party in favor of so far considering per- 
sons not convicted of scandalous practices as church 
members, as to allow them to have their children bap- 
tized, prevailed. The same decision prevailed at an- 
other synod, in 1662. Mr. Davenport was not a mem- 
ber of this synod, but he sent his written opinion, 
which, though the synod refused to hear it read, was 
" generally transcribed," and put within reach of the 
members, and a report of concurrence in the views 
which he presented, was afterwards made by the mi- 
nority. 

On the 27th of September, (1667,) the call was made 
out, and a committee sent to New Haven to invite Mr. 
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Davenport's removal to Boston. The well known op- 
position of their candidate to the innovation allowed 
by the "Synodists,'* awakened opposition on the part 
of some thirty prominent members of the Boston 
church, to Mr. Davenport's coming among them. 
This opposition had no effect in leading him to decline 
the calL He looked upon the application with favor, 
and felt it his duty to accept His church, on the oth- 
er hand, felt unwilling to part with one who had so 
long been their counselor and spiritual guide, and 
withheld their formal assent to his removal 

The importunities of the church at Boston, at last 
led to the decision, that while they would not take the 
responsibiUty of consenting to his removal, yet, if it 
was his determination to go, they would not oppose 
him. At this partial acquiescence in his own judgment, 
he felt at liberty to accept the call to Boston, and his 
removal from New Haven took place the last of April, 
just thirty years after the commencement of his minis- 
try there. He arrived with his family at Boston, on 
the 2d of May.* He and his son, and their wives, 
were received into the church on the 11th of October, 
and on the 9th of December he was installed. 

• From John Hull's Diary,— "1668. 2d day, 3d month [May,] 
at 3 or 4 in afternoon, came Mr. John Davenport to towne, 
with his wife, sonn, and sonn's family ; was mett by many of 
the town. A great shower of extraordinary dropps of rain fell 
as they enteved the end of the Town, bat Mr. Davenport and 
his wife wore sheltered in a coach of Mrs. Searls', who went to 
meet them. 
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" His removal, under such circumstances," s^ys Dr. 
Bacon, "occasioned much difficulty. The minority of the 
church in Boston charged him and the other elders 
with equivocation, because they communicated to the 
church, only those parts of the letters from New Ha- 
ven, which seemed to imply a dismission, whereas, it 
was maintained, that if the whole had been read, it 
would have appeared that there was no dismission. 
Several letters were written, and messengers were sent 
from that church to this, in the hope of prevailing on 
this church [at New Haven] * to declare their owning of 
the letter sent from them, to be a true dismission of 
Mr. Davenport* Of that correspondence, nothing re- 
mains but a fragment of one of the letters from the 
New Haven church. That fragment is so full of rev- 
erent affection towards their pastor, even after he had 
torn himself away from them, and breathes so much of 
the Christian spirit, that it is well worthy of preserva- 
tion. * Though you,' say they, * judge it the last expe- 

**Dec. 9. Mr. Davenport and Mr. Allen were ordeyned." 

Communicated by Mr. Henry Davenport of Boston, to whom 
the writer was indebted for Tarioas collections from that city, 
obtained through him for edition of 1851. 

This gentleman's first ancestor in this country was Thomas 
Davenport, who settled at Dorchester, Massachusetts, in 1640, 
of whose numerous descendants he has gathered much inform- 
ation. From what part of England this Thomas Davenport, 
and also Captain Richard Davenport who arrived in America 
with Governor Endicott in 1628, came, has not been ascertained. 
See New England Historical and Genealogical Register, voL iv., 
pp. Ill and 351. 
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dient for yonr relief, and the remedy of some evils 
growing in the country, as also, we might do the same, 
if we had nothing before our eyes but his accomplish- 
ments and fitness for high service to Gk)d, in his church ; 
but being so much in the dark about his way in leav- 
ing this church and joining to yours, that we are not 
without doubts and fears of some uncomfortable issue ; 
we cannot, therefore, clearly act in such a way as is ex- 
pected and desired. We are of the same mind as when 
we returned an answer to your first letter, thus ex- 
pressing ourselves : — We see no cause, nor call of God, 
to resign our reverend pastor to the church of Boston 
by an immediate act of ours, therefore, not by a form- 
al dismission under our hands. It is our great grief, 
and sore affliction, that we cannot do for him, whom 
we so highly esteem in love for his works' sake and 
profitable labors among us, what is desired, without 
wrong to our consciences. Anything that we have or 
are, beside our consciences, we are ready to lay down 
at his feet ; such is our honorable respect to him, our 
love to peace, our desire of your supply, that we shall 
go as far as we safely can, in order to his and your sat- 
isfaction in this matter, having before us for our war- 
rant. Acts xxi. 14 : *When he would not persuaded, 
we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done.' 
Therefore, to suppress what we could say touching 
that passage in our first letter, whereof such hold hath 
been taken, and what we have said in our last letter to 
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you, of our reverend pastor's making null the liberty 
before granted, which, we doubt not, we are able 
clearly to demonstrate ; yet, if this will satisfy (but 
not otherwise,) we are content to wave and buiy in si- 
lence, and leave both yourselves and him to make 
what improvement you see cause (without any clog or 
impediment from us upon that account,) of the liberty 
before mentioned. 'As he hath been a faithful laborer 
in God's vineyard at New Haven, for many years, to the 
bringing home of many souls to Gk)d, and building up 
of many others, so it is, and shall be our prayer to God 
to lengthen his life and tranquility in Boston, to double 
his Spirit upon him, assist him in his work, and make 
him a blessed instrument, of much good to yourselves 
and many others. The good Lord pardon, on all 
hands, what he hath seen amiss in these actings and 
motions, that no sinful malignity may obstruct or hin- 
der God's blessing upon churches or church adminis- 
trations. As himself and his son have desired, we do 
dismiss unto your holy fellowship Mr. John Davenport, 
junior, and Mrs. Davenport, elder and younger, desir- 
ing you to receive them in the Lord, as becometh 
saints, and imploring Almighty God for his blessing 
upon them from his holy ordinances in their commu- 
nion, and walking with you. The God of all grace 
supply all your and our need, according to his riches 
in glory through Jesus Christ. Thus craving your 
prayers for us in our afflicted condition, we take our 
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leave, and rest yours in the fellowship of the gospeL 

Nicholas Street, 

In the nmme, and with the consent of the Church 
of Christ at New Haven.' " • 

Mr. Davenport was at this time more than seventy 
years of age. "What minister," asks the writer above 
quoted, "so far advanced in life, would now be called 
from one church to another, because of the eminency 
of his qualifications for usefulness ? When was there 
ever another such instance of competition and contro- 
versy between churches for the enjoyment of the min- 
istry of one who, always an invalid, had numbered 
more than three score years and ten? How rarely 

* His. Discourses, 143-145. The date of this letter was 12th 
October, 1668. 

It may not be uninteresting in this place to add a list of the 
estimable men who have succeeded Mr. Davenport as pastors 
of the First Church in New Haven. 

The Rev. Samuel Eaton, and Rev. William Hook, for a short 
time acted as teachers during the ministry of Mr. Davenport, 
both of whom returned to England, and after the restoration 
were silenced for non-conformity. To these succeeded Rev. 
Nicholas Street, who was installed as Mr. Davenport's assistant 
in 1659, and continued his associate in the ministry till Mr. 
Davenport's removal to Boston, when he had the sole charge of 
the church till his death, in 1674, when for eleven years there 
was no settled pastor. 

Rev. James Pierpont was settled in 1685, and continued sole 
pastor till his death, in 1714. Rev. James Noyes, son of Rev. 
James Noyes of Stonington, whose father was James Noyes, one 
of the early settlers of Massachusetts, was installed July 4, 
1716, and continued their pastor till his death, in 1761, when 
the Rev. Ghauncey Whittlesey, who had been his associate, suc- 
ceeded as sole pastor. Mr. Whittlesey died 1787, and was fol- 
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can you find a church who when a minister has torn 
himself away from them, retain for him so strong and 
reverent an affection?" 

A portion of the church in Boston still protested 
against the views of Mr. Davenport, twenty-eight of 
whom withdrew and formed a new organization now 
known as the " Old South Church in Boston." An un- 
happy feeling long existed between these two church- 
es, and the defection spread throughout all New Eng- 
land. It was not till within the last half century that 
the views of which Mr. Davenport was so long the 
champion triumphed. 

Mr. Davenport's ministry, which had lasted nearly 
twenty years in England, and thirty in New Haven, was 
of short duration in Boston. At the time of his remov- 
al, his mental powers were in full vigor and the church 
there anticipated the enjoyment of his ministry for 

lowed by Rev. James Dana, D. D., who was settled in 1787, and 
was dismissed in 1805. The Rev Moses Stnart was ordained as 
pastor, March 5, 1805, and was dismissed in 1809, to accept a 
professorship in the Theological Seminary at Andover, Mass. 
On the 8th of April, 1812, the vacancy was supplied by the ordi- 
nation of the Rev, Nathaniel W. Taylor, who was dismissed in 
1822, to accept the Dwight professorship of Theology in Yale 
College. The Rev. Leonard Bacon, D. D. L L. D., was install- 
ed in 1825, and continued in the active pastorate till 1866, 
since which time he has stood in the relation of Pastor Emeritus 
and is now also Lecturer on Church Polity and American 
Church History in the Theological Department of Yale College. 
The Rev. George L. Walker, D. D., was installed in 1868, and 
dismissed in 1873. Rev. Frederick Alphonso Noble, D. D., 
the present pastor was installed November 3, 1875. 
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many yeara But his services on earth were fast draw- 
ing to a close. He had labored among them in the 
Gospel but about two years, when on the 15th of 
Mai*ch, 1670, he was suddenly seized with an apoplexy 
in which he was dismissed from a life of faithful and • 
unremitted labor, and removed to his eternal rest. He 
died in the seventy-third year of his age, and was 
buried with every testimonial of respect in the tomb 
of the venerated Cotton.* 

Mr. Davenport was a great scholar. From his early 
youth to his death he was devoted to study. "Those 
lucubrations of his which in London were protracted 
into the late hours of the night, were not discontinued 
when he removed into a deeper wilderness than that 
which is now spread around the base of the Rocky 
Mountains. "t He was ''almost continually in his 
study and family, except some public work or private 
duty call him forth ;";|; and he was so close and bent a 
student that it excited the attention of the wild In- 
dians in his vicinity, who used to call him, according to 

*ThiB tomb is in the bnrying-groand of the Stone Chapel 
Ghnrch on Tremont btreet A broad slate stone monument 
marks the spot, on which are the following inscriptions : 
"Here Lye Intombed the Hodyes of the Famous Reverend and 
Learned Pastors of the First Church of CHRIST in Boston, viz. 
Mr. John Cotton, aged 67 years. Deceased, December 23d, 1652. 
Mr. John Davenport, aged 72 years. Deceased, March the 15, 
1670. Mr. John Oxenbridge, aged 66 years. Deceased, Decem- 
ber 28, 1674." 

t Dr. Bacon. % Church Records of New Haven. 

28 
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their custom of applying significant or descriptive 
names, ^' So-bigstudy-man, "* 

While Mr. Davenport pursued an extensive range of 
study so as justh' to merit the appellation of a univer- 
,sal scholar, yet his favorite study was Theology, in 
which he arrived at great attainments. The copious 
quotations from the Scriptures which abound in his 
sermons for proofs of doctrine and illustration of argu- 
ment show a familiarity with the Sacred Writings al- 
most unparalleled. In preparing for the pulpit he wrote 
out but part of his sermon and made but little use of 
his manuscript in public. Says one of his cotempora- 
ries, "He was a person beyond exception and compare 
for all ministerial abilities, and that even in his latest 
years he was of that vivacity that the strength of his 
memor}', profoundness of his judgment, floridness of 
his elocution were little if at all abated in him."f An- 
other (Dr. Increase Mather,) who in his youth, was 
wont to receive counsel from this aged divine, sqys, 
" He was a princely preacher. I have heard some say 
who knew him in his younger years that he was then 
very fervent and vehement as to the manner of his deUv- 
ery, but in his later years he did ver}- much imitate Mr. 
Cotton, whom, in the gravity of his countenance he did 
somewhat resemble. Sic iUe manui^^ m* ora Jh'ebat.**^ 

"Let us call up," says Dr. Bacon, " the shade of our 

* Mather, Magnalia, III. 56. 

t Hubbard's History of Mass. 602. 603. t Magnalia III. 10. 
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ancient prophet* I see bim rising in his pulpit. The 
folds of his gown conceal in part the slendemess of his 
figure, worn thin with years of infirmity. The broad 
white bands falling upon his breast, starched and 
smooth, — the black round cap, from beneath which a 
few snowy locks show themselves, — the round face and 
delicate features, which but for the short white beard 
might seem almost feminine, — the dark bright eye, 
which shows that age has not yet dimmed the fire with- 
in, — complete the venerable image. Every eye is fixed 
upon him. He names his text. As he reads it, all 
rise to show their reverence for the 'Scripture breath- 
ed of God.* After they have been seated again he pro- 
ceeds. He unfolds his text historically and critically. 
He raises from it some one point of * doctrine.' He 
' proves ' that doctrine by an induction of instances 
from Scripture, or by the accumulation of proof-texts. 
He illustrates it, shows its connections with other 
truths, and justifies it to the understanding, by *rea- 
sons ' drawn from the nature of things, and evolving 
the philosophy of the subject He closes, and applies 
his discourse with 'uses' or inferences drawn from his 
doctrine for 'instruction,' or 'comfort,' or 'admonition,' 
or 'exhortation,' till the last sands are falling in the 
hour-glass. Meanwhile the listening congregation 
knows no wearinesa The weighty thought, the cogent 

* See Frontispiece. The original painting is in the Alumni 
Hall, Yale College, New Haven, and from a date on the canvass, 
seems to have been taken the year of his death. 
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argument, the flashing illustration, the strong appeal 
to affection or to hope, the pungent application, the 
flow of soul in the fervid yet dignified utterance — keep 
fast hold on their attention. 'They sit under the shad- 
ow of his doctrine,' says Hubbard, *as it were with 
great deUght, and find the fruit thereof sweet to their 
taste/"* 

It may further be added, Mr. Davenport was a 
most faithful patriot. He was engaged in aU the great 
interests of the New England Colonies. His plans were 
laid, not for the good of the generation then existing 
alone- they embodied principles which' were designed 
to develop their fruit for coming agea But his efforts 
were more particularly directed to the welfare of the 
colony of which he and his associate, Eaton, were styled 
the Aaron and Moses. 

Professor Kingsley, in speaking of these two men, 
says : "Mr Davenport was a man of more native ardor 
that his associate, and possessed that fixedness of prin- 
ciple and firmness of resolve which fitted him to en- 
counter opposition, and to embark in difficult and 
dangerous enterprises. The opinions of the Puritans* 
he adopted in their full extent ; and persecution as 
usually happens in the case of men of ardent tempera- 
ment, instead of breaking his spirit, forced him to the 
extremes of his system. He thought that reformers 
were prone to linger, and even to halt in their course ; 

• Histoncal Discourses, p. 149. 
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and that after they had made a certain progress, their 
further improvement was hopeless. It was a saying 
of his, that as ' easily might the ark have been removed 
from the mountains of Ararat, where it first grounded, 
as a people get any ground in reformation, after and 
beyond the first remove of the reformers.'* He was 
roused, therefore, as we are told by Mather, * to em- 
bark in a design of reformation wherein he might 
have an opportunity to drive things in their first essay, 
as near to the precept and pattern of Scripture as they 
could be driven. With these views and feelings, he 
came to New England. If a part of his plan of a 
commonwealth proved to be impracticable, a part has 
stood the severe trial of time ; and his' success has 
been greater than that of most theorists in goverment& 

"I am aware that there has been an impression 
among some in this community, that Mr. Davenport 
was fond of power ; that he was overbearing and arbi- 
trary, and exercised a kind of dictatorship in the Col- 
ony. On what just foundation such an opinion rests, 
I have never been able to discover. That he had an 
extensive and commanding influence in all the colonial 
transactions ; that he possessed those qualities of mind 
which fitted him to become a leader of others, and in- 
sensibly to mould tliem to his views, there can be no 
doubt ; but there is no evidence that this ascendency 
was ever sought by him, or when possessed, was em- 

? Mather'8 Magnalia, 111. 53. 
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ployed for unworthy purposes. Whatever pre-eminence 
he attained, was voluntarily conceded to long-tried 
and acknowledged intelligence, integrity and wisdom. 

" If he had been influenced by a thirst for power, 
we might expect to And traces of it in the CJolony laws; 
some valuable immunities of the clergy, some share 
granted them in the legislative or judicial departments 
of the government But nothing of this character is 
to be found there. On the contrary, by the New Ha- 
ven code, the clergy so far from having any civil pow- 
er, could not even perform the marriage ceremony, 
this being placed exclusively in the hands of the mag- 
istrates. The church which was formed under his ad- 
vice and superintendence, was organized on principles 
strictly iodependent ; a sort of spiritual democracy, in 
which,if there were any lords, they were *lords brethren.' 
But what must place the question out af all doubt, 
whether Mr. Davenport assumed improper power in 
the colony, is the single fact that when he was invited 
to Boston in 1668, his removal was universally opposed 
by the people of the town. As he was determined to 
leave them, they appear to have silently acquiesced in 
the measure, but never to have given it their formal 
assent. This is not the mode in which mankind act 
when about to be reUeved from even a moderately ex- 
ercised tyranny."* 

It is not alone as a scholar, a pulpit orator, the 

• Historical Discourse, pp. 62-64. 
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founder of a new commonwealth, or a philanthropist, 
that we are called to admire the character of Mr. Da- 
venport — ^but as a Christian. It was the reigning de- 
sire of his heart to see a pure Gospel church — ^a church 
composed of those who had a vital, experimental union 
with Christ, their living head, and for this, he deemed 
labor and suffering as of small account. He had that 
unwavering confidence in God which led him to under- 
take whatever presented itself to him as duty^ with an 
assurance that in the end the right would always suc- 
ceed. It was this faith in God, which sustained him 
in the midst of the many difficulties and trials which 
marked his eventful life. The great question ever be- 
fore his mind, was — Ts thin righty and doth God require it ? 
That was to him the beginning and the end of all con- 
troversy. When assured of the divine command : " Lay 
this foundation ; God doth require it ;" he was ready 
at the loss of all things to yield obedience to the call. 
Prayer was his strong hold — his mightiest weapon. 
Cotton Mather relates that "a young minister,* once 
receiving wise and good counsels from this good and 
wise and great man, received this among the rest, 'that 
he should be much in ejaculatory prayers ; for, indeed, 
ejaculatory prayers — as arrows in the hand of a mighty 
man so are they, — happy is the man that hath his quiv- 
er full of them.' And it was believed that he himself 
was well used to that sacred skill of 'walking with 

'Supposed to be his father. Dr. Increase Mather. 
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God ' and, having bis eyes ever towards the Lord' and 
*being in the fear of the Lord all the day long/ by the 
use of ejaculatory prayers on the innumerable occa- 
sions which every turn of our hves does bring for these 
devotions. He was not only constant in more settled, 
whether social or secret, prayers ; but also in the 
midst of all besieging incumbrances, tying the veishes 
of his devout soul to the arrows of ejaculatory prayers, 
he would shoot them away to the heavens, from whence 
he still expected all his help."* 

Such was Mr. Davenport ; — such were the fathers of 
New England. "And what," asks the author of the 
Historical Discourses, "do we claim for them ? What 
for the Pilgrims of Plymouth, — what for the stem old 
Puritans of the Bay, and of Connecticut, — what for the 
founders of New Haven ? Nothing, but that you look 
with candor on what they have done for their posteri- 
ty and for the world. Their labours, their principles, 
their institutions, have made New England, with its 
hard soil, and its cold long winters, * the glory of all 
landa' The thousand towns and villages, — the decent 
sanctuaries not for show but for use, cro\vning the hill- 
tops, or peering out from the valleys, — the means of 
education accessible to every family, — the universal 
diffusion of knowledge, — the order and thrift, the gen- 
eral activity and enterprise, the unparalleled equality 
in the distribution of property, the general happiness 

* Magnalia, III, 54. 
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resulting from the diffusion of education, and of pure 
religious doctrine, — the safety in which more than half 
the population sleep nightly with unbolted doors, — 
the calm, holy sabbaths, when mute nature in the gen- 
eral silence becomes vocal with praide, when the whis- 
per of the breeze seems more distinct, the distant wa- 
terfall louder and more musical, the carol of the morn- 
ing birds clearer and sweeter — this is New England ; 
and where will you find the like, save where you find 
the operation of New England principles, and New 
England influence ? This is the work of our fathers 
and ancient lawgivers. They came hither, not with 
new theories of government, from the laboratories of 
political alchemists, not to try wild experiments upon 
human nature, but only to found a new empire for 
Gk)d, for truth, for virtue, for freedom guarded and 
bounded by justice. To have failed in such an attempt 
had been glorious. Their glory is, that they succeeded. 
" In founding their commonwealths, their highest 
aim was the glory of God, in the common welfare of 
all.' Never before, save when God brought Israel out 
of Egypt, had any government been instituted with 
such an aim. They had no model before them, and no 
guidance save the principles of truth and righteousness 
embodied in the word of God, and the wisdom which 
he giveth liberally to them that ask liim. They 
thought that their end, * the common welfare of all/ 
was to be secured by founding pure and free churches, 

24 
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by providing the means of universal education, and by 
laws maintaining perfect justice, which is the only per- 
fect Hberty. *The common welfare of all,' said Daven- 
port, is that * whereunto all men are bound principally 
to attend, in laying the foundation of a commonwealth, 
least posterity rue the first miscarriages when it will 
be too late to redress them. They that are skillful in 
architecture, observe, that the breaking or yielding of 
a stone in the groundwork of a building, but the 
breadth of the back of a knife, will make a cleft of 
more than half a foot in the fabric aloft So impor- 
tant, saith mine author are fundamental errors. The 
Lord awaken us to look to it in time, and send us his 
Hght and truth to lead us into the safest ways in these 
beginnings/* 

"Not in vain did that prayer go up to Heaven. 
Light and truth were sent ; and posterity has had no 
occasion to rue the miscarriages of those who laid the 
* groundwork ' of New England. On their foundations 
has arisen a holy structure. Prayers, toils, tears, sac- 
rifices and precious blood, have hallowed it. No un- 
seemlv fissure deforminor *the fabric aloft' dishonor 
its founders. Convulsions that have rocked the world 
have not moved it. When terror has seized the na- 
tions, and the faces of kings have turned pale at the 
footsteps of Almighty wrath, peace has been within its 
walls, and still the pure incense has been fragrant at its 

• Discourse upon Civil Grovemment, 14. 
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altar. Wise master-builders were they who laid the 
foundations. They built for eternity. 

" Among those truly noble men, it is not easy to 
name one more strongly marked with bright endow- 
ments, and brighter virtues, or more worthy to be had 
in everlasting remembrancre, than he for whom the 
quaint liistorian has proposed as his fit epitaph, — 

* JOHANNES D AVENPORTUS, 
In I^ortiim delatus, 

VIVIIS, NOV-ANOLIiE ET Et?CLESI^ ORNAMENTITM ; 



MOUTITITS, UTRIITHQUE TRIHTE DESIDERIUM. 



» ♦♦s 



• HiKtorical DiHcounieH, 152-154. 

ThiH epitaph waR written by Dr. Cotton Mather, and may 
thuH be rendered : 

JOHN DAVENPORT, 

Borne into Port, 

LiviDK. the Ornament of New England and th» ('Uurrh : 
Dead, an Irreparable Loss to Doth . 
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EIGHTEENTH GENERATION. 
Issue of Rev. John Dayenpobt, (No. 64.) 

( 65. ) I. John Davenport, of New Haven, was bom, 
possibly, during the residence of his father in London, 
probably, not till the return of his mother from Hol- 
land, in 1G85, and was an only child. He did not ac- 
company his parents to Boston in 1637, but remained 
in the care of kind friends in or near London, and was 
probably for the most part of that and the foUowing 
year, under the charge of Lady Vere, whose kindness 
the father thus acknowledges in a letter under date of 
Sept. 28th, 1639, expressing " thanks for your helpful- 
ness to my Httle one, in carrying him in your coach to 
Sir Theodore Maheme for advice about his neck, and 
for your cost upon him for a coat, of which bounty and 
labor of love, our servant Ann hath made full report 
to us. The Lord recompense the same to your Lady- 
ship and to your noble family an hundred fold."* 

He was brought to America by IVIr. Fenwick, in 

• This Letter in full will be given in the Appendix. 

To Lady Mary Vere, who was a Puritan of the Puritans, was 
assigned by the Long Parliament, the charge of three of the six 
surviving children of Charles I, by his Queen Henrietta Maria, 
one of whom, the Princess Elizabeth, died in 1650, the next 
year after the execution of her father. Another was the Duke 
of York, who was taken prisoner to Fairfax, at the age of thir- 
teen, and who came to the throne after his brother, Charles 
II. under the title of James IL 
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1639, in one of the only two ships that ever came to 
New Haven from England. 

During his residence in New Haven, the son does 
not appear to have been much engaged in public 
affairs, although Dr. Stiles, in his History of the Regi 
cidcs, in speaking of the Courts in New Haven about the 
year 1G61, mentions him as one of the judges. He was 
admitted a freeman in New Haven, the 15th of May, 
1657. He was married, November 27, 1663, to Abi- 
gail, daughter of the Rev. Abraham Pierson, of Bran- 
ford, Conn., who was a sister of Rev. Abraham Pierson, 
the first Rector of Yale College. In 1668, he removed 
vrith his family to Boston, taking his letter of recom- 
mendation to the church there, from the church in 
New Haven. He was admitted freeman at Boston, in 
1669. After his removal to Boston, with his father, he 
was Register of Probate, from January 31, 1675, to 
August 17, 1676 ; but at the time of his death, which 
took place March 21, 1677, he is called a merchant 
His wife survived him, and died at New Haven, July 
20, 1718. Her grave is under the First (Center) 
Church. 

The following is a fac-simile of his autograph : 



V 
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NINETEENTH GENERATION. 
IssxTE OF John Davenpobt, (No. 65.) 

(66.) I. John Davenport, bom at New Haven, 
June 7, 1665, and died August 31, aged eleven weeks. 

(67.) n. Elizabeth Davenport, bom at New Ha- 
ven, October 7, 1666, who married Warham Mather in 
1700. 

[Warham Mather was the son of Rev. Eleazar Math- 
er of Northampton, Mass., who died in 1669, leaving 
also another son named EHakim, and a daughter 
Eunice, who afterwards married Rev. John Williams 
of Deerfield, who, with his family, was carried into 
captivity by the Indians, in 1704. Mrs. Williams was 
killed by the Indians, soon after they left Deerfield. 
Their mother's maiden name was Esther Warham, 
youngest child of Rev. John Warham of Windsor, Ct., 
who, after the death of Mr. Mather, married Rev. Solo- 
mon Stoddard, the maternal grandfather of President 
Edwards, by whom she had twelve children. 

Warham Mather, after his marriage to Elizabeth 
Davenport, resided at New Haven, where for many 
years he filled the office of Judge of the Court of Pro- 
bate.] 

(68. ) UL Rev. John Davenport of Stamford, who 
was bom in Boston, Feb. 22, 1668, and baptized by his 
grandfather, on the 28th of the same month. He grad- 
uated at Harvard CoUege, in 1687, and commenced 
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preaching in 1690. In 1691, he was invited to become 
an asaistant to the Rev. Mr. James of East Hampton, 
Long Island."^ 

"April 16, 1691. The town voted one hundred 
pounds for the support of the ministry. Sixty pounds 
to Mr. James, and forty pounds to Mr. Davenport ; 
and IVIr. Davenport to have his diet free." — East Hamp- 
ton Town Records. 

Mr. Davenport, for a time, waived this call, which — 
the way not seeming satisfactorily open for his settle- 
ment there — was soon after declined. 

In 1693, Mr. Davenport was called to the work of 
the ministry in Stamford, Fairfield County, Ct. This 
town originally belonged to the Colony of New Haven, 
and was purchased of them by some of the inhabit- 
ants of Wethersfield, Ct, who settled there in 1641, 
the purchasers agreeing to join the New Haven Colony 
in their form of government. It derived its name 
from an ancient town in the county of Lincoln, Eng- 
land, from whence probably some of the first settlers 
originated. 

'This ancient town was originally purchased by Theophilns 
Eaton, Governor of the Colony of New Haven, and Edward 
Hopkins, Governor of the Colony of Connecticut, in behalf of 
the proprietors, who had emigrated from Maidstone, county of 
Kent, England, and settled in Salem, Mass. and other towns in 
the vicinity of Boston, and who came and settled East Hamp- 
ton, in 1648. On the payment of the stipulated sum, the wri- 
tings were transferred from the original purchasers to the pro- 
prietors. 
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The following extracts are transcribed from the 
town records of Stamford, both as a matter of interest 
in these modem times, and as showing the distinctness 
with which the people were wont to provide for the 
temporal wants of those who ministered unto them in 
spiritual things, whether single or "settled in a family:" 

" A town meeting, orderly warned, the 10th day of 
March 1693. — ^It having been formally voted our desire 
of Mr. John Davenport's coming to this plac« for a 
trial in the work of the ministry, and a committee ap- 
pointed to signify their minds unto him upon that ac- 
count; and Mr. Davenport being come (unto the 
Town :) at a full meeting being orderly warned, and 
also more fully by warrant added ; therefore, for a 
further prosecution of that matter, with reference 
to their vote the 12th of September, 1692, doe 
now further order to a settlement in this place as a 
minister of the Gospel amongst us, and if upon trial 
they find his complying in judgment with what is men- 
tioned in said vote, they have power to agree with him, 
and provide for his comfortable settlement, in respect 
of house and lands, and what else is needful for his en- 
couragement, the committee have full power to doe 
according to their best discretion and the town's abil- 
ity, and that the matter be forthwith attended. 

"The names of the committee are — 

"Capt. Selleck, 
"Lieut. Bell, 
"Wm. Ambler, 
" Jno. Selleck, &c." 



i 
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"July 17th, 1693. 

" Ist At town meeting, orderly warned, the town 
by a unanimous vote doth give and grant to Mr. John 
Davenport, for his encouragement when he is sole (set- 
tled) minister in Stamford, a hundred pounds a year 
per anno, according to the committee's proposal to Mr. 
Davenport when he was last in Stamford. 

" 2d. It is voted that they give to Mr. Davenport 
ten pounds a year during Mr. Bishop's life, which 
makes seventy pounds a year : that is to say, ten 
pounds to be added to the sixty pounds, if Mr. Daven- 
port doth settle in a family before Mr. Bishop's death. 

*' 3d. The town per vote doth purpose and desire 
their committee to write and send what y^ town hath 
voted to Mr. Davenport, and to send for him when and 
how they see most convenient 

" 4th. The town per vote doth give and grant to Mr. 
John Davenport, when he is settled here in a family, 
his firewood, which is to be done in a general way, and 
not by rate, and to be done when the townsmen doe 
order a day or two in the year for it ; further, it is un- 
derstood that it is to be done by y© people of the town, 
all male persons from sixteen years and upwarda" — 
Town RecorcU of Stamford, 

In 1694, Mr. Davenport was ordained as pastor of 
the church in Stamford, and on the 18th of April, 1696, 
he was married to Martha, widow of John Selleck, for- 
merly a Miss Gould, by whom he had seven children. 

26 
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The following is the minute of her death, copied 
from the records of the town : 

"That Eminentl}' pious and very virtuous Matron, Mrs. 
Martha Davenport, late wife to the Rev. John Daven- 
port, Pastor of ye Church of Christ in Stamford, Laid 
down or Exchanged Her Mortall or Temporall Life, to 
putt on Immortality, and Doubtless was Crowned with 
immortal glory, on the first day of December, 1712." 
She was buried at New Haven. 

The following extracts are given from " A Sermon 
preached at the Funeral of the Rev. John Davenport, 
late pastor of the Church in Stamford, who died Fri- 
day, Feb. 5, 1731, in the 62d year of his age, and 36th 
of his ministry : And was decently interred on Monday 
foUowing : By the Rev. Samuel Cooke, pastor of the 
Church in Stratfield [now Bridgeport.] 

" 2 Kings ii. 12. * My father, my father, the chariot of 
Israel and the horsemen thereof /' Printed by J. P. Zen- 
ger, in New York, 1731, pp. 62." 

Speaking of Mr. Davenport, on page 42 the author 
says, "He had the advantage of an accurate know- 
ledge of those languages, wherein the Scriptures were 
given by Divine Inspiration, probably far beyond the 
compass of any of his survivors, within many scores of 
miles every way ; and so could drink immediately out 
of the sacred fountain, those languages being almost 
as famihar to him as his mother tongue. [When he 
read his Bible in his family and in the pulpit, he did 
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not make use of the English translation, but of the 
Greek and Hebrew original] He was no less em- 
inent in what did belong to him as the mouth of the 
people unto God. The spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion rested upon him beyond the common measure. 
He was like Elijah, a man might}' in prayer : an Israel 
that was wont, especially in cases of peculiar difficulty 
and emergency, to wrestle with God as a prince that 

would not be put off with a denial He was a 

skillful and faithful vine dresser in the Lord's vine- 
yard, and an able laborer in his private and public dis- 
pensations. Witness his late painful and indefatigable 
labors, even in the time of liis prevailing and fatal sick- 
ness ; when nature was so weakened, that his thought- 
ful observers could not but look upon it with admira- 
tion, that he should appear in the pulpit, and with so 
much engagedness and fervor ; not without some mis- 
giving apprehensions within themselves, that his time of 
service was near expiring. He was a cloud richly 
fraught with the rains and dews of heavenly doctrines, 
and plentifully distilling the same here and there ; and 
especially (m this part of the Lord's vineyard. He 
was a watchman on the walls of God's Jerusalem here ; 
and such an one as was eagle-eyed to discern the ap- 
proaches of sin and danger and faithful to give warn- 
ing thereof ; whether men would hear or whether they 

would forbear Tlie person whose exit now calls for 

our deep lamentation and mourning, was both our 
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crown and our bulwark, our glory and our defence. 
Our crown is fallen from our heads and our defence 
is departed. We have our chariot and horsemen 
taken away. Wo unto us, that we have sinned. 
It was many years since looked upon by the seri- 
ous and judicious, as a special favor of Divine Provi- 
dence, that a person of such distinction as we have now 
lost, was seated so near to the western limits of New 
England as a bulwark against any irruptions of cor- 
rupt doctrines and manners. Wo to us, our hedge- 
wall in that respect is broken down .... He was proof 
against the temptations of the smiles or frowns of oth- 
ers, to turn him out of the way to the right hand or to 
the left. What was many times in his mouth seemed 
to be always in his heart — 3fagw arnica Veritas. These 
things made him the object of the admiration of good 
men and the reverence of all." 

Mr. Davenport for some time previous to commen- 
cing his labors in Stamford, taught the Hopkins* Gram- 
mar School in New Haven. He was a member of the 
Cor[)oration of Yale College from 1707 till his death in 
1731. 

The following is a fac simile of his autograph : 



Jftrn.S^O/oiy^^i^/ 



His second wife was Mrs. Elizabeth Maltby, daugh- 
ter of John Morris, by whom he had two children. The 
following is the record of her death. " The ancient 
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Madam, Mrs. Elizabeth Davenport, widow and relict 
of y« late Rev. John Davenport, died January 11, 1768." 

(69.) rV. Abraham Davenport, bom in Boston, 
March 18, 1671, and died young. 

(70.) V. Abigail Davenport, bom in Boston, 
Aug. 20, 1672, and baptized Sept. 15, and was married 
to Rev. James Pierpont, of New Haven, (successor of 
Rev. John Davenport,) on the 27th of October, 1691. 
She died, Feb. 3, 1692. Her grave is under the First 
Church. Of Mr. Pierpont, Dr. Bacon in his Historical 
Discourses, gives the following account 

" Mr. Pierpont was the younger branch of a noble 
family in England. It is believed, though the neces- 
sar}' legal proofs seems to be wanting, that his son was 
the heir to the estates and the now extinct title of the 
earls of Kingston. In the latter part of 1684, he was 
invited to take the charge of the church in New Haven. 
In Januars% it was voted that a home lot and house 
should be provided for Mr. Pierpont, wliich his people 
agreed to build by voluntarj' contributions. The lot 
was purchased and the building was immediately com- 
menced. When it was finished it was one of tjie most 
<;ommodious and stately dwellings in the town.* For 

• Rev. James Pierpont (son of John, b. in London 1610,) was 
bom in Roxbnry, Mass., Jan. 4th, 1659 ; graduated at Harvard 
College in 1681; and was settled as the successor of John Da- 
venport in 1685, where he was pastor for thirty years. He was 
one of the founders of Yale College, of which institution, two 
of his descendants, Timothy Dwight, D. D., and Rev. Theo- 
dore Dwight Woolsey, D. D., have officiated as Presidents. 
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more than a century, it stood a monument of the pub- 
lic spirit of the generation by whose voluntary cx)ntri- 
butions it was erected. As the people were bringing 
in their free-will offerings of one kind and another, to 
complete and furnish the building, one man desiring 
to do something for the object,and having nothing else to 
offer, brought on his shoulder from the farms two little 
elm saplings and planted them before the door of the 
minister's house. Under their shade some forty years 
afterward Jonathan Edwards, then soon to take rank 
in the intellectual world, with Locke and Leibnitz, 
spoke words of mingled love and piety in the ear of 
Sarah Pierpont* Under their shade, when some six- 
Near the site of this ancient dwelling situated near the 
north-west corner of the Public Square, on Elm street, was 
erected another mansion in 1767, in which, on the evening of 
Dec. 29, of that year, were united in marriage, John Pierpont, 
(son of Hezekiah and grandson of Rev. James,) and Sarah 
Beers. One hundred years pass by, and in Dec. 1867, the cen- 
tennial celebration of this marriage was observed by a goodly 
number of their descendants, met in the same building, which 
still presents a very respectable appearance, and the site of 
which has never been alienated from the family, since its first 
gift to the pastor of the New Haven Church, nearly two hun- 
dred years »igo. 

Among the descendants of Kev. James, we find Henry E. 
Pierrepont, Esti-, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and Hon. Edwards Pierre- 
pont, our present representative at the Court of St. James. 

♦ Jonathan Edwards, son of the Rev. Timothy Edwards, was 
born at East Windsor, Connecti(!ut, October 5, 1703. He grad- 
uated at Yale College in 1720, before he was seventeen years of 
age. In 1724, he was appointed a tutor in Yale College, in 
which office he continued till he was called to settle in the min- 
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ty summers had passed over them, Whitfield stood on 
a platform, and lifted up that voice the tones of which 
lingered so long in thousands of hearts. One of them 

istry at Northampton, as an associate to his grandfather, (the 
Rev. Solomon Stoddard,) in 1726, where he continued in the 
pastoral oiSice for more than twenty three years. After his dis- 
missal in 1750, he labored for some years among the Housaton- 
ic Indians, at Stockbridge, in Berkshire County. In 1758, he 
was called to the Presidency of New Jersey College, where, 
soon after having entered upon the duties of his oJSice, he sud- 
denly died, March 2*2, 1758. His published works are numer- 
ous and he has justly been considered the most distinguished 
metaphysician and divine that America has ever produced. His 
wife, Sarah, daughter of the Rev. James Pierpont, of New Ha- 
ven, was bom January 9, 1710, married July 28, 1727, in her 
18th year, and died in 1758. 

The following account of this interesting person, when in her 
13th year was written on a blank leaf by Mr. Edwards, at the 
age of twenty. **They say there is a young lady in New Ha- 
ven, who is beloved of that Great Being, who made and rules 
the world, and that there arc certain seasons, in which this Great 
Being, in some way or other, comes to her and fills her mind 
with exceeding sweet delight, and that she hardly cares for 
anything, except to meditate on Him— that she expects after a 
while to be received up where he is, to be raised up out of the 
world, and caught up into Heaven ; being assured that He loves 
her too well, to let her remain at a distance from Him always. 
There she is to dwell with Him, and to be ravished with His 
love and delight forever. Therefore, if you present all the 
world before her, with the richest of its treasures, she disre- 
gards it, and cares not for it, and is unmindful of any path of 
affliction. She has a strange sweetness in her mind and singu- 
lar purity in her affections ; is most just and conscientious in 
all her conduct, and you could not persuade her to do anything 
wrong and sinful, if you would give her all this world, lest she 
should offend this Great Being. She is of a wonderful sweet- 
ness, calmness, and universal benevolence of mind ; especially 
after this Great God has manifested himself to her mind. She 
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is said to be still standing before the mansion of the 
late Judge Bristol, in Elm street; the tallest and most 
venerable of all the trees in this ' City of Elms/ and 
ever the first to be tinged with green at the return 
of Spring 

" The ordination of Mr. Pierpont took place on the 
2d day of July, 1685, after he had been with the peo- 
ple eleven months as a candidate. On the 27th of 
October, 1691, he married Abigail Davenport, a grand- 
daughter of his predecessor in the pastoral office. A 
little more than three months afterwards, on the 3d 
of February, she was taken from him by death. She 
died, as tradition tells us, of a consumption caused by 
exposure to the cold on the Sabbath after her wed- 
ding, going to meeting according to the fashion of the 
time, in her bridal dresa* 

" Two years afterwards he was married at Hartford, 

will sometimeB go about from place to place, singing sweetly ; 
and seems to be always full of joy and pleasure, and no one 
knows for what. She loves to be alone, walking in the fields 
and groves, and seems to have some one invisible always con- 
versing with her. " 

* In Rev. James Pierpont's Almanac, of 1692, the following 
notes were inserted by himself on blank leaves. "Jan. 14, wife 
had fitts." **Feb. 1, we sent to Mr. Chauncey, of StraflEbrd, to 
press him to come over, but he came not till 2 at night. He 
gave much encouragement and ordered friction of the lower 
parts which were utterly cold, whereupon her speech went 
away ; he lodged in the house —he and I were called up be- 
tween 2 and 3 o'clock in the night. Mr. Chauncey supposed 
no great hazard- I declared I thought it was our duty to resign 
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to Sarah Haynes, a granddaughter of Gov. Haynes, *by 
Lieutenaiit-Ck>lonel Allen, Assistant, the 30th of May, 
1694.' On the 7ih of October, 1696, he was again be- 
reaved. His second wife left one daughter, who bore 
the name of his first wife. This daughter afterwards 
became the wife of Rev. Joseph Noyes, pastor of the 
same church. His third wife was Mary Hooker, a 
granddaughter of the Rev. Thomas Hooker, the first 
pastor of the church in Hartford, to whom he was mar- 
ried on the 26th of July, 1698. This lady who surviv- 
ed him till November, 1740, was the mother of sever- 
al children, one of whom, Sarah, became at an early age 
the wife of Jonathan Edwards, and was truly 'a help 
meet for him.' " 

(71.) VI. Mary Davenport, bom in Boston, Aug. 
23, and baptized the 17th of September, 1676. She 
was first married to Nathaniel Weed, of New Haven, 
who is spoken of as a practitioner of physic ; and sec- 
ond to a Mr. Wade of the same place.* 

this relation to the Lord whilst we had time, and to beg pardon 
ere we parted, which I endeavored in prayer. 

**3d, between 3 and i, morning, my dear wife, Abigail, died 
of Histeric fitts. 

'•4th, at night buried ! !" 

Communicated by Rev. Stephen Dodd, of East Haven in 1851. 

* New Haven received its present name in 1640, two years 
after Mr. £aton and Davenport began their settlement De- 
signing the town for a commercial city, they laid out the place 
in a regular manner, dividing it into nine squares, the streets 
crossing each other at right angles. These squares were fifty- 
two rods on a side, separated by streets four rods in breadth. 
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TWENTIETH GENERATION. 
Issue of Rev. John Davenport, (No. 68.) 

(72.) I. Abigail Davenport, bom July 14, 1696, 
and married to the Rev. Stephen Williams, D. D., of 
Springfield, Mass., July 3, 1718, by whom she had eight 
children, three of whom became ministers, the aggregate 
period of whose ministry was over a hundred and fifty 
years. Of these children, some further account will be 
given, under their appropriate head, in the next gene- 
ration. She died August 26, 1766. The following ac- 
count of Mr. Williams is principally drawn from Allen's 
Biographical Dictionary, and " The Williams Family 
History." 

The central square was reserved for public purposes, and 
may vie with the public grounds of any city in the country. 
The surrounding squares have been divided into four, by 
streets running crosswise in the direction of the original ones. 
Besides these thirty-two squares, the town extends over consid- 
erable tracts beyond, already covered with villas and houses. 
The city is much admired for its elegant appearance. Its 
beautiful elms and shade trees have a very striking eflfect. 
On the Center Square or Green, represented in the accompany- 
ing engraving, are located three churches of various architec- 
ture, which, at one time, were not excelled by any similar edifi- 
ces in New England. First, on the right hand, stands the North 
Congregational Church, (Rev. Dr. Hawes'. ) The building in 
the center with a tall spire, is the First (Church, (Rev. Dr. No- 
ble's, ) which occupies nearly the site of the original building, 
constructed feu* Mr. Davenport's society. Near this at the west, 
stands what was formerly the State House, an edifice of the 
Doric order of architecture after the model of the Parthenon at 
Athens. On the left of the picture stands Trinity Church, 
(Episcopal, ) a structure of much architectural taste and beauty. 
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[Rev. Stephen Williams, D. D., minister of Spring- 
field, Mass., and sou of Rev. John Williams of Deerfield, 
Mass., was bom May 14, 1693. In the night of Feb- 
ruary 28, 1704, when he was about nine years of age, 
his father's house was attacked by a party of Indians 
from Canada. The family were made captivea He, 
with his brothers (except Eleazar) and two sisters, in 
the company of their parents, set out on a long and 
tedious march to the home of the Indiana In wading 
a river, on the second day, Mrs. Williams, his mother, 
who had scarcely recovered from a recent sickness, 
became nearly exliausted. She was unable to keep up 
with the rest. Her husband was not allowed to assist 
her, and she seemed on the point of fainting from 
weakness and fatigue. At this time, one of the Indi- 
ans came up to her, and killed her with his hatchet. 
This woman was the granddaughter of the Rev. Rich- 
ard Mather of Dorchester, the daughter of Rev. Eleazar 
Mather of Northampton, and sister of Rev. Dr. Increase 
Mather, President of Harvard College, and afterwards 
minister of Boston, who married Maria, the daughter 
of Rev. John Cotton, whose son was Rev. Cotton Math- 
er of Boston. 

After the death of Mrs. Williams, the surviving 
members of the family continued their journey of three 
liundred miles, till they reached Canada. Here they 

The buildings seen in the rear, pertain to Yale College. The 
present population of the city is over 50,000. 
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were retained in captivity, amid scenes of suffering, 
for about two years, when they were redeemed. Mr. 
Williams, the father, then returned to Deerfield, and 
was minister of that town till his death, June 12, 1729. 
His son, Stephen, graduated at Harvard Ck>llege in 
1713, and was ordained over the second church of 
Springfield, now Long Meadow, in the year 1718. He 
was married soon after his ordination, to Abigail Dav- 
enport, daughter of the Rev. John Davenport of Stam- 
ford, Ct. In 1745, he went to Louisburg as a chaplain 
under Sir William Pepperell, and in 1766 to Lake 
Champlain, in the same capacity, under Sir William 
Johnson, and in 1756, under Major-General Winslow. 
He died June 10, 1782, in the 90th year of his age, and 
66th of his ministry. His funeral was attended by his 
seven surviving children. His brother, Rev. Eleazar 
Williams, graduated at Harvard in 1708, and was set- 
tled at Mansfield, Ct. Another brother, Rev. Warham 
WiUiams of Waltham, Mass., who was also taken cap- 
tive to Canada when but four years of age, graduated 
at Harvard College, and studied divinity with the Rev. 
Solomon Stoddard of Northampton, who married his 
maternal grandmother (Mrs. Esther Mather,) relict of 
the Rev. Eleazar Mather, and daughter of the Rev. 
John Warham. He died June 22, 1751.] 

(73.) IT. John Davenport, bom in Stamford, Jan- 
uary 21, 1698, and was married by his father to Sarah 



THE DAVENPORT FAMILY. 201 

Bishop,* September 6, 1722. He removed to what was 
then, and is still, known bv the name of " Davenport 
Ridge," a beautiful site about five miles north by 
east from what is now the center of Stamford village, 
upon lands conveyed to him by will of his father.f He 

• Supposed to be a granddaughter of Rev. John Bishop, who 
was Mr. Davenport's predecessor. 

The following circumstances are connected with Mr. Bishop's 
call to Stamford, about 1644 : " The church there hearing that 
he was in the neighborhood of Boston, two brethren, George 
Slason and Francis Bell were deputed to go to Boston, and if 
he was to be found, to make known to him the wishes of the 
church. Although the country was full of hostile Indians, 
they went on foot, carrying their provisions, and succeeded at 
length in finding Mr. Bishop, * to the eastward of Boston.' He 
accepted the call, and returned with them on foot, bringing his 
Bible under his arm, through the wildnemess to Stamford. 
(This Bible is still in the possession of Mr. Noah Bishop, one of 
his descendants." — Historical Address by Rev. J. W. Alvord, 1841. 
Published by Silas Davenport. 

t This will is dated Jan. 20, 1729, in which he apportions "my 
estate which I call dividable among my eight children to be 
divided into twelve equal parts in value ; eight of which equal 
parts to be to my four sons, to say, John, Deodate, Abraham, 
and James, but the remaining four equal parts, to be to my four 
daughteis, to say, Abigail, Martha, Sarah and Elizabeth. 

*'Item. — I give and bequeath to my loving and eldest son John, 
two parts of said equal parts of my dividable estate, and over 
and above that, I give said son the sum of thirty-one pounds and 
ten shillings. Also my mind is that said John have my land on 
Davenport Ridge, so-called, as may appear by the note of laying 
out and seized to me, signed by Deacon Samuel Hait, [Hoyt,] 
Stephen Bishop and John Holly, and extending to Ponasses 
Path, [now called Ponus street,] and the house and bam there- 
on ; further my meaning is that the said house, to say mansion 
house and bam be appraised according to their value at the said 
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was one of the original twenty four members who were 
organized into a Congregational Church in New Ca- 
naan, on the 20th of June, 1733.* He deceased No- 
vember 17, 1742, leaving fourteen children, the oldest 
of whom had not reached the age of nineteen when 
their father died, aged 44 years. 

(74.) m. Martha Davenport, bom February 10, 
1700, was married to the Rev. Thomas Goodsell of 
Branford, October 6, 1731, by whom she had one child, 
Sarah, who married about 1760, Jeremiah Wolcott of 

time of appraising, only I would have all the land improved by 
my said son John, by the plough, or for pasture, and inclosed to 
be valued at no higher price than if they had been wholly waste 
to said time of appraising, to be to my said John, to him, his 
heirs and assigns forever. 

To his son Deodate, he gives two of said parts of his dividable 
estate, with **the choice of lands at Noroton Hill in said Stamford, 
or at my farm at New Haven long known by the name of Mr. 
Davenport's farm." 

To each of his sons Abraham and James he gives two equal 
parts of the said twelve equal parts of his dividable estate, "also 
about my books my mind is my loving wife choose two of them, 
and my children, to say, John, Deodate. Abigail, Martha, Sarah, 
and Elizabeth, shall have, each of them, two of my English, if they 
have not had already, and all the rest of my books to belong to 
my said sons Abraham and James in an equal proportion," Ac. 

A full copy, of this very lengthy and minute will, is given on 
p. 380-388 of previous edition. 

* The parish of Canaan was situated within the townships of 
Stamford and Norwalk, and was first incorporated in 1731. The 
church, in 1733, was orgainized with thirteen members from the 
Norwalk side, and eleven from the Stamford side. New Can- 
aan was not incorporated into a township till 1801. It has now a 
population of about 2,500 and is connected by railroad with the 
village of Stamford, eight miles distant. 
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Windsor, whose eldest daughter, Miartha Davenport 
Wolcott, married Hezekiah Reynolds in 1778, who was 
the father of John Davenport Reynolds of Wallingford, 
and also of William Augustus Reynolds, who until his 
death (1874,) owned and resided upon the old Dav- 
enport Place in Elm street, New Haven.* Mrs. Good- 
sell died in 1796. 

(75.) rV. Sarah Davenport, bom July, 1702, and 
was married, first, to Captain William Maltby of New 
Haven, by whom she had three children — a son and 
two daughters. The son, Rev. John Maltby, gradua- 
ted at Yale College in 1747, and for a number of years 
was the much loved pastor of a church in Bermuda, 
West Indies. He afterwards removed to Charleston, 
South Carolina, till, from impaired health, he removed 
to Hanover, N. H., where he died in 1771. His mon- 
ument is by the side of that of his step-father, Dr. 
Wheelock. One of the daughters died in youth, uu 
example of patience and piety, and the other, Elizabeth, 
was married May 15, 1751:, to Dr. Thaddeus Betts, a 
highly respected physician of Norwalk, Ct, who was 

•The accompanying engraving preBente a view of the '• Daven- 
port Place," in Elm Htreet. The bouse occupied by its original 
proprietor was principally taken down, and rebuilt in its pres- 
ent form by the late Judge Pierpont Edwards, the father of 
Judge Ogden Edwards of New York, about seventy years ago. 
8ome parts of the ancient dwelling appear in this mansion, and 
the cellar in which the regicides were concealed by Mr. Daven- 
I>ort, yet remains under the present building, still inhabited by 
the family of Mr. Reynolds. 
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On the church records of the parish is the following 
entrj' in the hand wTiting of her husband : 

" July 6, 1747 : died, my own dear wife, Elizabeth, 
after about twelve months indisposition and about fif- 
teen weeks confinement to the house, aged 38 years, 10 
months and 8 days. She was the youngest daughter 
of the late Rev. Mr. John Davenport of Stamford, de- 
ceased. Religiously disposed (as I understand,) from 
childhood, and since by her own consent, I trust, sav- 
ingly converted, I took her in marriage, Jan 24, 1733. 
I have had by her seven children, six of whom are 
aUve. A good God has made her a good wife to me, 
both in temporals and spirituals ; prudent, faithful, 

ized in Plymouth, England, Jan. 1630, and after remaining five 
years at Dorchester, it removed to Windsor, Conn., with its pas- 
tor, Rev. John Warham, in Sept., 1636. Mr. Gay lord gradua- 
ted at Yale College in 1730 and was installed over the Wilton 
Church, Feb. 14th, 1733, three weeks after his marriage to Eliz- 
abeth Davenport.* 

The original autographs are preserved in a volume which 

belonged to her father, the Stamford minister, and to her great 

grandfather. Rev. John Davenport, of New Haven, and is now 

held by Mr. Henry F. Taylor, one of her descendants, residing 

in Stamford. 

• HiHtorical Addrotwof Samuel (i. Willani, at the 150th Annivorsary of the 
Congregational Church in Wilton. June 22. 1876. 
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loving, loyal and very respectful, and I have great rea- 
son to hope the God of all grace, made her a good 
Christian. Her death is a sore loss to me and my dear 
children, but I trust in God, who in great wisdom has 
ordered it, according to the exceeding great and pre- 
cious promise of the Covenant of Grace, to turn it to my 
gain, that I may understand his voice in the dispensa^ 
tion, and be enabled to glorify Him in the present cir- 
cumstances."* — Communicated by Jiev. John Gay- 
lord JJavenport, of Bridgeport, Vt, in 1877. 

(79. VIII. Hon. Abraham Davenport, of Stamford, 
born in 1715, and graduated at Yale College in 1732. 
He was married at Windham, Ct.,' by the Rev. Stephen 
White, on the KJth day of November, 1750, to Miss 
Elizabeth Huntington, whose mother was a daughter 
of liev. Timotliy Edwards, of East Windsor, and the 
sister of Pres. Jonathan Edwards. 

His first wife died December 17, 1773. He was re- 
married in Stamford, by the Rev. Dr. Wells, August 8, 
177(), to Mrs. Martha Fitch. 

" Soon after he graduated, we find him at home, filling 

* Mr. Gaylord's second wife waa Elizabeth Bishop, to whom 
he was married in 1752, and by whom he had six children, 
namely : Aaron, b. Jan. 7, 1753 ; Elizabeth, b. Oct. 24, 1754 ; Sam- 
uel, b. Oct, 28, 1750 ; Sarah, b. June 18, 1758, and who became 
the second wife of Dea. John Davenport, of Davenport Kidge ; 
Deodate gift of God -b. July 20, 176(). (just before the death 
of his brother Moses, who died at Fort Herkimer, returning 
from the expedition against Montreal ;) and, lastly, another 
Moses, b. May 4, 1762. Mr. G. died Jan. 2, 1767. 
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such offices in the gift of his townsmen as the most 
promising young men of the times were allowed to 
hold. Our town records, from that date to the end of 
his eminent and honored life, are full of witnesses to 
the esteem with which the people regarded him, and 
the universal trust reposed in him. In the most trj'- 
ing period of our history, that of our Revolution, he 
seems to have been the one to whom the town looked 
for counsel and defense. No man has ever served the 
town, as one of its Selectmen, as long as he. He also 
represented the town in the State Legislature for twen- 
ty-five sessions, and at several of them was Clerk of the 
House. He was State Senator from 1766 to 1784; was 
Judge of Probate for several years, and at his death 
was Judge of the County Court. He was, also, very 
active in rehgion, and held the office of deacon in the 
Congregational Church from 1759 to 1789. 

" In 1776, he and his son John and Thaddeus Burr, 
were sent to the army under Washington, to assist in 
' arranging it into companies and regiments,* and 
to commission the officers, appointed by the assembly 
for the battalions raised by the state. He was likewise 
empowered to arrest and bring to trial persons suspec- 
ted of irresolution or disloyalty. 

** In 1777, he was one of the Committee of safety for 
the State, and was always consulted by Governor 
Trumbull and General Washington as one of the wisest 
counselors in our most trying days." — History of 
Stamfordf by Rev. E. B. Huntington, 1868. 
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Of Colonel Davenport, Dr. Dwight in bis Travels^ 
(Vol. 3d, p. 497,) gives the following account : — 

"In this town [Stamford,] lived the Hon. Abraham 
Davenport, for a long time one of the Councillors of 
the State, and before that, of the Colony of Connecti- 
cut. This gentleman was the son of the Rev. John 
Davenport, and the great-grandson of the Rev. John 
Davenport, the father of the New Haven Colony. Col- 
onel DavenjK)rt was possessed of a vigorous under- 
standing and invincible firmness of mind, of integrity 
and justice, imquestioned even by his enemies ; of ver- 
acity exact in a degree, nearly singular ; and of a 
weight of character which for many years decided in 
this County almost every question to which it was lent. 
He was early a professor of the Christian religion ; and 
adorned its doctrines by an exemplary conformity to 
its precepts. He was often styled a rough diamond ; 
and the appellation was, perhaps, never given with 
more propriety. His virtues were all of the masculine 
kind ; less soft, graceful and alluring, than his friends 
wished ; but more extensively productive of real good 
to mankind, than those of almost any man who has been 
distinguished for gentleness of character. It would 
bo happy for this or any other country, if the magis- 
tracy should execute its laws with the exactness, for 
which he was distinguished. Colonel Davenport ac- 
quired property with diligence, and preserved it with 
frugahiy ; and hence was by many persons supposed 
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to regard it with an improper attachment. This, how- 
ever, was a very erroneous opinion. Of what was 
merely ornamental, he was, I think, too regardless ; 
but the poor found nowhere a more hberal benefactor, 
nor the stranger a more hospitable host. I say this 
from personal knowledge, acquired by a long continu- 
ed and intimate acquaintance with him and his family. 
While the war had its principal seat in the State of 
New York, he took the entire superintendence of the 
sick soldiers who were returning home ; filled his own 
houses with them ; and devoted to their rehef his own 
time, and that of his family ; while he provided else- 
where the best accommodations for such as he could 
not receive. In a season when an expectation of ap- 
proaching scarcity had raised the price of bread-corn 
to an enormous height, he not only sold the produce 
of his own farms to the poor at the former customary 
price, but bought com extensively, and sold this also, 
as he had sold his own. His alms were at the same 
time rarely rivalled in their extent. 

" Two instances of Colonel Davenport's firmness de- 
serve to be mentioned. The 19th of May, 1780, was a 
remarkably dark day. Candles were hghted in many 
houses ; the birds were silent and disappeared ; the 
fowls retired to roost. The Legislature of Connecti- 
cut was then in session at Hartford. A very general 
opinion prevailed that the day of Judgment was at 
hand. The House of Representatives being unable to 
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transact their business, adjourned. A proposal to ad- 
journ the Council was under consideration. "When the 
opinion of Colonel Davenport was asked, he answered, 
* I am afi^ainst an adjournment. The day of Judgment 
is either approaching, or it is not. If it is not, there 
is no cause for an adjournment : if it is, I choose to be 
found doing my duty. I wish therefore that candles 
mav be broujfht.' " 

This incident, so characteristic of this noble man, has 
been pleasingly rendered in verse by John Greenleaf 
Wliittier, and is here copied, by his permission, from 
" The Tent on the Beach," pp. 98-102 : 



ABRAHAM DAVENPORT. 



In the old days (a custom laid aside 

With breeches and cocked hats) the people sent 

Their wisest men to make the public laws. 

And so from a brown homestead, where the Sound 

Drinks the small tribute of the Mianas, 

Waved over by the woods of Rippowams, 

And hallowed by pure lives and tranquil deaths, 

Stamford sent up to the councils of the State 

Wisdom and grace in Abraham Davenport. 
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'T was on a May-day of the far old year 
Seventeen hundred eighty, that there fell 
Over the bloom and sweet life of the Spring, 
Over the fresh earth and the heaven of noon, 
A horror of great darkness, like the night 
In day of which the Norland sagas tell, — 
The Twilight of the Gods. The low-hung sky 
Was black with ominous clouds^ save where its rim 
Was fringed with a dull glow, like that which climbs 
The crater's sides from the red hell below. 
Birds ceased to sing, and all the barn-yard fowls 
Roosted ; the cattle at the pasture bars 
Lowed, and looked homeward ; bats on leathern wings 
Flitted abroad ; the sounds of labor died ; 
Men prayed, and women wept ; all ears grew sliarp 
To hear the doom-blast of the trumpet shatter 
The black sky, that the dreadful face of Christ 
Might look from the rent-clouds, not as he looked 
A loving guest at Bethany, but stem 
As Justice and inexorable Law. 

Meanwhile in the old State-House, dim as ghosts, 
Sat the lawgivers of Connecticut, 
Trembling beneath their legislative robes. 
** It is the Lord's Great Day ! Let us adjourn," 
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Some said ; and then, as if with one accord, 

All eyes were turned to Abraham Davenport 

He rose, slow cleaving with his steady voice 

The intolerable hush. " This well may be 

The Day of Judgment which the world awaits ; 

But be it so or not, I only know 

My present duty, and my Lord's command 

To occupy till he come. So at the post 

Where he hath set me in his providence, 

I choose, for one, to meet him face to face, — 

No faithless servant frightened from my task, 

But readv when the Lord of the harvest calls : 

And therefore, with all reverence, I would say, 

Let God do his work, we will see to ours. 

Bring in the candles." And they brought them in. 

Then by the flaring lights the Speaker read, 
Albeit with husky voice and shaking hands, 
An act to amend an act to regulate 
The shad and alewive fisheries. Whereupon 
Wisely and well spake Abraham Davenport, 
Straight to the question, with no figures of speech 
Save the ten Arab signs, yet not witliout 
The shrewd dry humor natural to the man : 
His awe-struck colleagues listening all the while. 
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Between the pauses of his argument, 
To hear the thunder of the wrath of God 
Break from the hollow trumpet of the cloud. 

And there he stands in memory to this day. 
Erect, self-poised, a rugged face, half seen 
Against the background of unnatural dark, 
A witness to the ages as they pass. 
That simple duty hath no place for fear.* 



* Grace Greenwood, (Mrs. L. K. Lippincott, ) in her " Sketcheg 
of Yankee Character, " i^Tites of him thus : *' I have often heard 
my father refer most affectionately to his nncle by marriage, Col- 
onel Davenport, of Stamford, the ^Abraham Davenport' of one of 
Whittier's noblest poems, and the great-grandson of Rev. John 
Davenport, the distinguished minister of New Haven, the brave 
friend and protector of the regicide judges. 

**Col. Davenport was distinguished for talent, culture, grace 
of manner and that most rare and admirable good sense which 
on great occasions and in sudden emergencies, shows itself as 

wisdom and masterly sagacity My father, who only in his 

childhood knew his uncle, remembered him less for his * wis- 
dom and grace ' than for the remarkably liberal way in which he 
bestowed bright sixpences and even shillings on his young neph- 
ews. In his later years the Colonel was ver>' stout and had some- 
what of Falstaff's difficulty in contemplating his 'own knee. ' So 
he liked to have the great silver buckles of his shoes fastened 
by other hands than his own. He would emerge from his 
chamber in the morning, and call out cheerily to my fSather: 
* One, two, buckle my shoe !' and the little lad would kneel as 
proudly to perform the service as ever hero knelt to receive the 
stroke of Knighthood. And it was no empty honor - the shin- 
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" The other instance," continues Dr. Dwight, " took 
place at Danbury, at the CJourt of Common Pleas of 
which he was Chief-Justice. This venerable man after 
he was struck with death, heard a considerable part of 
a trial ; gave the charge to the jur^* ; and took notice 
of an article in the testimony which had escaped the 
attention of the counsel on both sides. He then retir- 
ed from the bench ; and was soon after found dead in 
his bed. 

" To his friends Col. Davenport extended his acts of 
kindness, as if they had been his children. I say this 
from experience. Of his country and of all its great 
interests he was a pillar of granite. Notliing impaired, 
nothing moved his resolution and tirmness, while des- 
tined to support in his own station this valuable edifice. 

** He was educated at Yale College in which he took 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1732. He died as 
he had long wished to die, in the immediate perform- 
ance of his duty, November 20th, 1789, in the 74th 
3^ear of his age." 

(80.) IX. Rev. James Davenport, bom in Stam- 
ford, 171(5. He was educated at Yale CoUege, where 

ing Hilver piece was sure to follow. Indeed, my father regarded 
his stout uncle as a far greater man than Oovemor Trumbull, 
who was lean enough to buckle his own shoes. There is a vast 
deal of human nature in boys, and Colonel Abraham Davenport 
was a man whom the school boys of Thackeray and Dickens 
would have adored, for he not only ' tipped' a fellow royally, 
but was free and easy with him and with all young people. " 
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he graduated in 1732. He settled at Soutbold, Long 
Island, in 1738. 

[Southold was the first settled town on Long Island, 
and originally extended from Brookhaven to Oyster- 
pond-Point, including all the islands in that vicinity, 
and extending thence in a direct line to within a few 
miles of the Connecticut shore. Like East Hampton 
it was originally purchased by the magistrates of the 
New Haven Colony, and after being held by them for a 
number of years, was transferred to the actual settlers, 
who were principally emigrants from Norfolkshire, 
England ; who had spent about two years in the New 
Haven Colony, and established themselves on this Isl- 
and in 1640. Before they left New Haven, by the ad- 
vice and aid of Governor Eaton and John Davenport, 
they were organized into a regular Church under a 
pastor, Rev. John Young, who accompanied them to 
the Island.] 

Mr. James Davenport was the fourth pastor of this 
church, and remained such about two years, and was 
esteemed a pious, sound, and faithful minister. But 
in 1740, at the time Whitfield came .to this country, 
and a season of great religious excitement prevailed, 
Mr. Davenport became carried away with enthusiastic 
impulses, and without asking the approbation of his 
people, set out on an itin eracy among the churches, 
leaving his own particular charge unprovided for.* 
* Bacon'8 His. DiHcourses. 
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He believed, that the Lord was about to arise and have 
mercy upon Zion, for the time to favor her, yea, the set 
time was come, and that he was especially called to 
prepare the way of the Lord by caUin^ the people to 
repentance. 

Before leavinpf Southold, he assembled the people at 
his lodgings, and addressed them for twenty-four hours 
together The effort overc^ame his strength and con- 
fined him for some days to his chamber. He commen- 
ced his travels about the 1st of June, 1740. In the 
same month during the session of the Presbyterian 
Synod, he was found at Philadelphia, preaching at 
Society Hill with the Tennents and others. 

In the autumn, he joined Whitfield, who wrote in 
his journal, October 80, on arriving at New York : — 
" To add to my comfort, the Lord brought my dear 
brother Davenport, from Long Island, by whose hands 
the blessed Jesus has of late done great things." Hav- 
ing parted, they met again November 5, at Baskinridge, 
New Jersey, where Davenpoi-t had been preaching to 
about three thousand people in the parish of the Rev. 
Mr. Cross. Here Whitfield remained for (me or two 
days, and set out accompanied by Mr. Davenport to 
Philadelphia. After a penlous journey, in which they 
twice narrowly escaped drowning, they arrived in Phil- 
adelphia, on Saturday eve, the 8th.* Mr. Davenport 

* The Great Awakening, by Rev. Joseph Tracy. 
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was particularly a favorite with Whitfield, and also 
with the Tennents. 

" The Rev. Andrew Crosswell in a pamphlet in his 
defence, says Tracy, " produced numerous testimonies 
in his favor ; for example : — * Mr. Whitfield declared 
in conversation that he never knew one keep so close a 
walk with God as Mr. Davenport Mr. Tennent, in my 
hearing affirmed IVir. Davenport to be one of the most 
heavenly men he ever was acquainted with. Mr. Pom- 
eroy, who is acquainted with both, thinks he doth not 
come one whit behind Mr. Whitfield, but rather goes 
beyond him, for heavenly communion and fellowship 
with the Father and with the Son, Jesus Christ. Mr. 
Parsons of Lyme told me the other day, [this was July 
16, 1742,] that not one minister whom he had seen was 
to be compared to Mr. Davenpoi-t, for living near to 
God, and having his conversation always in Heaven.* 
Mr. Owen, also, of Groton, said that the idea he had of 
the Apostles themselves scarcely exceeded what he saw 
in Mr. Davenport. In brief, there is not one minister 
in all Connecticut, that is zealously affected in the good 
cause of God at this day, but instead of slighting him 
is apt to think more highly of him than we ought to 
think of men, and to receive him almost as if he was 
an angel from Heaven. "f "This is the statement," 
adds Mr. Tracy, "of an honest pailisan — so far as a 

* "Parsons, however, did not approve of all his measures, as 
appears by his own statements." 
t Great Awakening, pp. 230-231. 



THE DAVENPORT FAMILY. 219 

partisan can be honest ; not false, but too highly col- 
ored. Davenport had certainly produced wonderful 
effects, and collected a large tribute of veneration. He 
rode— to use language of a more modem date — *on 
the very top wave of the spirit of the age.' More 
than any other man, he embodied in himself and pro- 
moted in others, all the unsafe extravagances into 
which the revival was running ; and those whose zeal 
outran their knowledge, saw in him what they proudly 
hoped soon to become." 

After leaving Mr. Davenport at Philadelphia, we 
lose sight of him till the next Spring or Summer, when 
we find him again pursuing his travels in Connecticut, 
and in other parts of New England. 

Among other places he visited East Hampton, Long 
Island. Rev. Dr. Beecher, in giving the history of that 
town in a sermon in 1805, remarks : " The revival of 
religion in 1741-2, was the first general revival ever 
witnessed in the town. It commenced apparently by 
the instrumentality of the famous Mr. Davenport, who 
was the means of doing both good and evil. The nov- 
elty of his conduct thorouglily aroused the attention of 
the people and brought them within the reach of those 
alarming truths, which like a torrent he j^oured upon 
them. The effect was great. They were pricked in 
the heart, and cried out, * Men and brethren, what 
shall we do to be saved ?*' But his rashness in some 
degree obscured the glory of his work : but notwith- 
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standing the unpleasant circumstances attending the 
revival, there were about one hundred persons who to 
appearance were made partakers of a new life, in con- 
sequence of which, about sixty persons were added to 
the church, soon after the settlement of Dr. BueL" 

His proceedings were constantly of the most extrav- 
agant character. "Endowed," says Dr. Bacon, " with 
some sort of eloquence, speaking from a heart all on 
fire, and accustomed to yield himself without reserve 
to every enthusiastic impulse, he was able to produce 
a powerful effect upon minds prepared by constitution 
or by prejudice to sympathize with him. 

" New Haven seems to have been one of the princi- 
pal theaters of his efforts. The celebrity of his father, 
and his more illustrious ancestor, and his numerous 
connections here, his mother being a native of New 
Haven, afforded him of course a favorable introduc- 
tion."* He came to that place during the year 1741, 
and commenced preaching. He gained considerable 
influence among many members while occupying the 
pulpit there. He was censorious and uncharitable in 
public addresses, and even pubhcly declared his 
belief that the pastor of the church, — the Rev. Mr. 
Noyes, was an unconverted man. The result of his 
measures was unhappy upon the church, as many led 
away by the extraordinary excitement of the times be- 
came dissatisfied with their pastor and their former 

* Historicftl Discourses, pp. 212-214. 
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connection, and withdrew from the old church and 
effected a new organization, which is known as the 
North Church. 

In the Summer of the same year, Mr. Davenport 
visited Stoninpfton, Connecticut " Here it was said, 
near one hundred persons were struck under convic- 
tion by his first sermon, and about that number con- 
verted in eight days, including about twenty Indians ; 
and that many were left under * hopeful convictions.'* 
From Stonington he visited Westerley, Rhode Island, 
where, according to the account of the Rev. Jo- 
seph Park, then laboring there as a missionary 
from the London Society, a large number of conver- 
sions took place, and among the number were many 
Indians, who connected themselves with the church, 
and by their subsequent Uves evinced the genuineness 
of the change that had been wrought in them.f 

Throughout the whole country a religious zeal hith- 
erto unknown was spreading, and many were led into 
various extravagancies. Among these, Mr. Davenport 
was foremost He adopted the method of calling in 
question the piety of ministers, and his measures gen- 

* The Great Awakening, p. 235. 

t Among the Indians converted through Mr. Davenport's la- 
bors, was one afterwards known by the name of Rev. Peter 
John, who was for many years a faithful and successful preach- 
er of the Gk)spel, among the Shinnecook tribe on Long Island. 
Through his zeal and piety, several churches of the native In- 
dians were gathered. He died about the beginning of the pres- 
ent century, at the advanced age of 88, and was succeeded in 
the ministry by his grandson. 

29 
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erally tended to produce disaffection in many churches. 
He gave himself up to "impulses " and the most enthu- 
siastic proceedings, till carried away with the excite- 
ment of the times, he seems to have become almost in- 
sane and was so treated by his opposers, although as has 
been observed, it would be difficult to tell which was 
most bewildered, he or the General Assembly of Con- 
necticut, that sought to restrain him, and that, at their 
late session, had passed a law, in most flagrant viola- 
tion of the rights of conscience, repressing, by civil 
penalties, the practices of itinerants and exhorters. 

The last and most extravagant of these pubhc pro- 
ceedings of Mr. Davenport, was at New London, where 
he was invited in the Spring of 1743, to organize a 
church. To cure the people there of their idolatrous 
love of worldly things, he called on them to collect their 
ornaments, consisting of jewels, rings, &c., and also 
their clothes, that they might be committed to the 
flame, and even added to the list a number of books — 
the works of Beveridge, Flavel, &c. 

From this time, Mr. Davenport seems to have with- 
drawn from his public career, and through the efforts 
of his personal friends, the Rev. Drs. WiUiams and 
Wheelock, of Lebanon — the latter of whom had mar- 
ried his sister— he became convinced that in his course 
he had committed many errors, and voluntarily pub- 
lished a full and most ingenuous confession of the ex- 
travagances into which he had been led.* 

* This confession is found in edition of 1851. 
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Mr. Davenport was formally dismissed from South- 
old, L. I. in 1746, and afterwards settled at Hopewell, 
N. J., where he usefully labored for some years, and 
died in 1755. 

TWENTYFIRST GENERATION. 

Issue of Abigail Davenport, (No. 72.) 

(Who m«rried Bey. Stephen Williams. D. D.) 

(81.) I. John, bom March 8, 1720, and was mar- 
ried January 22, 1747, to Ann Colton, by whom he 
had nine children, died March, 1772. 

(82.) n. Stephen, bom January 26, 1722, was 
graduated at Yale College in 1742, and ordained at 
Woodstock, Second Society, Nov, 1747. He married, 
October 18, 1748, Miss Martha Hunt, sister of the Rev. 
John Williams, of Deerfield, by whom he had six child- 
ren. He died April 1795, having been in the ministry 
nearly fifty yeara 

(83.) III. Eunice, bom September 1, 1723, and mar- 
ried May 1, 1753, Mr. William Stebbins, by whom she 
had one child, Stephen William Stebbins, who was bom 
June 6, 1758, who graduated at Yale College, and was a 
settled minister at Stratford, for 29 years. He married 
Miss Eunice Street, daughter of the Rev. Nicholas 
Street, of East Haven, by whom he had a son. Rev. 
William Stebbins, who was settled at West Haven, and 
a daughter, Ann, who was the 3d wife of the late Rev. 
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Bichard S. Storrs, D.D., Braintree, Mass. Mrs. Steb- 
bins died in 1805. 

(84.) IV. Warbam, bom January 7, 1726, gradu- 
ated at Yale College in 1745, was ordained at Nortb- 
ford, a parisb in Branford, Connecticut, June 30, 1750, 
and was married Nov. 13, 1752 to Ann Hall, daughter 
of the Bev. Samuel Hall, of Cheshire. Their children 
were, Warham, who married Ann Wilford ; Samuel 
Hall, Jonathan Law, Davenport who married Mary At- 
water ; Ann, who married first the Bev. Jason Atwater, 
second Bev. Lynde Huntington, and after his death, 
Rev. Mr. Barker ; William Augustus, Lucy, Abigail, 
who died young ; Abigail, who married Stephen Malt- 
by, Eunice K. Cooke, Samuel, and Sarah who married 
Dr. Pynchon. The Bev. Dr. Williams, father of the 
above, married again to Mrs. Whiting, widow of Col- 
onel William Whiting, of New Haven. Dr. Williams 
died April, 1788. He was in the ministry about forty 
years, and for many years a member of the Corpo- 
ration of Yale College, 

(85.) V. Samuel, bom May 31, 1729, and was 
married February 14, 1760, to Miss Lucy Burt, daugh- 
ter of Deacon Nathaniel Burt. One of their daughters, 
Sarah, bom 1765, was married to the Bev. Bichard 
Salter Storrs, who succeeded her grandfather, Bev. 
Dr. Williams, as pastor of the Church at Long Meadow. 
Mr. Storrs was the father of the late Bev. Bichard S. 
Storrs, D. D., of Braintree, Mass., who was the father 
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of the R«y. Richard 8. Storrs, D. D., pastor of the 
Church of the Pilgrims, Brooklyn, N. Y. One of the 
sons, Samuel Williams, bom Sept 23, 1774, and in 
1851, lived on the old place at Long Meadow, formerly 
occupied by his grandfather. Rev. Dr. Stephen 
Williams. 

(86.) VI. Davenport, bom May 11, 1731, and died 
at Sheffield, Oct 8, 1758, as he was returning from the 
army in which he held a Ueutenant's commission. 

(87.) Vn. Martha, bom May, 1733, and was mar- 
ried January 4, 1759, to Mr. Reynolds, a son of Rev. 
Peter Reynolds, of Enfield, Ct, by whom she had sev- 
eral children. She was afterwards married to Deacon 
Ely, of Long Meadow. 

(88.) VIII. Nathan, bom Oct 28, 1735, was grad- 
uated at Yale College, in 1756, and ordained at Tol- 
land, April 30, 1760. He married, Oct 20, 1760, Miss 
Mary Hall, daughter of Captain EUakim Hall, of Wal- 
lingford, Ct Dr. Williams died April 15, 1829 in the 
94th year of his age, and 66th of his ministry. His 
wife, Mrs. Mary Wilhams, died March 9, 1838, aged 
95 years and 4 months. 

TWENTY-FIRST GENERATION. -Continued. 
Is8UE OF John Davenport, (No. 73.) 

(89.) I. John Davenport of Stamford, bom Janu- 
axy 15, 1724. He resided at Davenport Ridge on 
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lands which he inherited from his grandfather, the 
Rev. John Davenport of Stamford, and which continue 
in the family to the present day. At the age of eight- 
een, he became a professor of the Christian religion, by 
uniting with the church at New Canaan, March 7, 
1742. He was married to Deborah Amblar, June 2, 
1748, '' by Jonathan Maltbie, Esq., one of his Majesty's 
Justices for the County of Fairfield.*' Died June 23, 
1756, aged 32 years. 

(90.) n. Joseph Davenport, bom August 9, 1726, 
and was married to Hannah Amblar, by Abraham Dav- 
enport, Esq., July 5, 1753. Mrs. Davenport died 
March 15, 1769. 

(91.) IIL Nathan Davenport, bom January 15, 
1727. 

(92.) IV. Gould Davenport, bom Sept. 6, 1728, 
died Jan 26, 1752. 

(93.) V. Deodate Davenport, bom Jan. 5, 1730, 
and was married to Lydia Raymond, by Abraham Da- 
venport, Esq., June 16, 1757. Mrs. Davenport died 
March 19, 1773. Married again to Mrs. Elizabeth 
Jones, September 28, 1774. He died March 10, 1808, 
aged 78 years. 

(94.) VI. Martha Davenport, born Feb. 20, 1731, 
and married to John Crissey, by Abraham Davenport, 
Esq., April 7, 1757. 

(95.) VII. Eleazar Davenport, bom March 15, 
1732. 
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(96.) Vin. Thaddeus Davenport, bom February 
3, 1734. 

(97.) IX. Elizabeth Davenport, bom April 1, 
1735. 

(98.) X. Silas Davenport, bom May 13, 1736, and 
married to Miss Mary Webb, in Stamford, by Rev. Mr. 
WeUs, March 7, 1765. 

(99.) XI. Hezekiah Davenport, bom Jan. 14, 
1738, and was married at the Cramp Ponds, (York- 
town,) by the Eev. Mr. Sackett, to Ruth Ketchams, 
Dec 7, 1763. He was a Lieutenant in the army in the 
war of the Revolution, and fell at Ridgefield, on his re- 
turn from the battle of Danbury, in 1777. Mrs. Dav- 
enport died in 1775. 

(100.) Xn. Josiah Davenport, bom August 6, 
1739. 

(101.) XIIL Stephen Davenport bom April 9, 
1741. 

(102.) XrV. Sarah Davenport 

T WENTY-FIEST GENERATION. —Continued. 

Issue of Sarah Davenport, (No. 75.) 
(Who muTied Rey. Eleazar Wheelock. D. D.*) 

(103.) I. Theodora, who married Alexander 
Phelps, of Hebron, Connecticut, afterwards of Oxford, 
N. H., whose son Rev. Davenport Phelps, an Episco- 

* The children by a former husband are given under No. 75. 
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pal minister, died at Pultnejyille, N. Y., 1818, aged 58 
years. 

(104) n. Ruth, who married Rev. William Pat- 
ten, D. D., of Halifax, Mass. 

The following notice of Mrs. Patten and her descen- 
dants, is principally drawn from her memoir written 
by her son, the Rev. William Patten, D. D., of Hart- 
ford, Ct 

Ruth Wheelock, daughter of the above mentioned 
Sarah, and granddaughter of the Rev. John Daven- 
port, of Stamford, Connecticut, was bom March 4, 
1740. When young, she was an intelligent and docile 
child, and great attention was paid to her education. 
Her mind early and rapidly matured. At the age of 
eighteen, she was considered one of the most accom- 
phshed and interesting of young women. At this early 
age, (June 9, 1758,) she became the wife of the Rev. 
William Patten, pastor of a church in Halifax, Ply- 
mouth County, Mass. 

[Mr. Patten's early developments were not less re- 
markable that those of his wife. When five years of 
age, he is said to have composed a sermon on the first 
verse in the Bible, the sentiment and connection of 
which excited the surprise of his friends. He entered 
Harvard College, when about twelve years of age, 
graduated at sixteen ; taught school and studied The- 
ology under Rev. Mr. Havens, of Dedham, Massachu- 
setts ; was licensed to preach, engaged to supply the 
pulpit in Halifax, for two or three Sabbaths, and be- 
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fore that time expired, received a ifnanimous call to 
settle over them as a pastor, and was installed Feb. 2, 
1757, seven weeks before he was nineteen years of age, 
and married Ruth Wheelock, before he had reached 
the age of twenty years. Dr. Patten died Januaiy 16, 
1775, in the 37th year of his age.] 

Mrs. Patten survived her husband for a long time, 
and lived an example of devoted piety, usefully enga- 
ging herself in the work of her Master. She died De- 
cember 5, 1831, aged 91 years and 9 months, having 
been a professor of the faith of the Gospel for 77 years. 
Their son, Rev. William Patten, graduated at Harvard 
College in 1780, and received the honorary degree of 
D. D., at Brown University. He was settled in the 
ministry at Newport, R. I., in 1786, where he preach- 
ed about 48 years. He married Hannah Hurlbutt, of 
New London. They had several children, one of 
whom was William Patten, Esq., a lawyer of Provi- 
dence, R I. Ruth W. who married Frederick W. 
Hotchkiss, of Hartford. Joseph, a lawyer in New York. 
Mary Ann, who married C. S. Halsted, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y. George W. a Captain in the U. 8. Army ; and 
Floride. 

(105.) m. Rev. Ralph, who graduated at Yale 
College in 1765, and was an assistant of his father, but 
in consequence of feeble health was disquahfied from 
becoming a pastor, and finally for any useful labors.* 

* There were two or three other children who died yonng. 

30 



230 SUPPLEMENT TO 

TWENTY-FIRST GENERATION -Coxtinued. 
IsRXTF. OF Deacon Deodate Davenport, (No. 77.) 

(106.) I. Sarah Davenport, of East Haven, bom 
July 7, 1731 ; who married John Mix. 

(107.) II. Martha Davenport, bom May 20, 1733, 
and was married to Gold S. Silhman, of Fairfield, by 
whom she had one son, William, who married a daugh- 
ter of Dr. Allen, and afterwards a Miss Jennings. 
[Mr. SiUiman graduated at Yale College in 1752. He 
was a General in the army in the war of the Revolu- 
tion, and was taken by the British, just before the 
burning of Fairfield, and caiTied a prisoner to Long 
Island. His second wife was Mrs. Rebecca Noyes, 
(widow of the Rev. Joseph Noyes,) by whom he was 
the father of Mr. Gold S. Silliman, of Brooklyn N. Y., 
and also of Professor Benjamin SiUiman, M. D., LL.D. 
of YaleCoUege.] 

(108.) m. William Davenport, bom in 1734, and 

died Sept. 17, 1742. 

By a subsequent marriage, Dr. Wheelock had sevenil child- 
ren, one of whom, Hon. John Wheelock, LL. D., was born at 
Lebanon, Ct, January 28, 1754, entered Yale Colle^^e, but grad- 
uated with the tirHt class of four persons, at Dartmouth, in 
1771. He succeeded his father as President of Dartmouth Col- 
lege in 1779, which office he held for 'Sd years. He married 
Maria, the daughter of (lov. Suhm, of St. Tlioinas, whose only 
daughter, Maria Malleville, married the Rev. William Allen, D. 
D., of Northampton, Mass., formerly President of Bowdoin 
College, and author of the American Biographical Dictionary. 
Two other daughters of Dr. Wheelock married Messrs. Wood- 
ward and Ripley, both Professors in Dartmouth College. 
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(109.) rV. John Davenport of East Haven, born 
1738, and was married to Anna Pierpont, in 1780, and 
afterwards to Mra. Pliebe Todd, but had no children. 
Died January 9, 1820, aged 82 years. 

(110.) V. Deacon Samuel Davenport of East Ha- 
ven, bom 1740, and was married in 1766, to Mary 
Street. He died July 9, 1810. Mrs. Davenport died 
December 21, 1803, aged 66 years. 

(111.) VI. Roswell Davenport, bom 1742, died 
September 19, 1749. 

(112.) Vn. Lydia Davenport, bom 1746, married 
Samuel Holt. 

TWENTY-FIRST GENERATION. — Continued. 

Ihsue of Elizabeth Davenport, (No. 78.) 

(AlVho Married Rev. William Gaylonl.) 

(113.) I. William, bora Nov. 1733, manied Sarali 
Rile}' of AfVetbersfield, Ct., Nov. 1757, when he remov- 
ed to New Hartford, Ct., where he died in Sept 1777, 
aged 44 yeara. He cultivated a farm in New Hartford, 
given him by his grandfather. Deacon William Gaylord, 
of West Hartford.* His w4fe died May, 1826, aged 88 
veai'a 

(114.) II. Elizabeth, bom in Wilton, Ct., 1736, 

died ]May 21), 1749. 

* All his direct ancestoro, for six generations, bore the name 
of William. His oldest son, also William, was killed at the bat- 
tle of Long Island, August 27, 1776. In this connection we find 
the descent of Rev. William L. Gaylord, (now of Chicopee, 
Mass.,) born at Woodstock, Conn., Oct. 14, 1831. 
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(115.) ni. Sarah, born Oct 3, 1737, died May 8, 
1751. 

(116.) IV. Moses, bom in Wilton, Nov. 24, 1739. 
His father, who for thirty-three years, kept the church 
records of this town with remarkable accuracy and 
minuteness, under date of Oct. 7, 1760, in the obituary 
list, writes* " Moses Gaylord, aged twenty-one years," 
and adds : " He died at Fort Herkimer on his way 
from Oswego to Albany, after he had been from home 
in the expedition against Montreal, a little more than 
four months, and after four months of sore sickness at 
Oswego, on his way towards Albany." 

(117.) V. Theodosia, bom March 6, 1742, died 
June 6, 1742. 

(118.) VI. Martha, born April 14, 1743. Married 
Seth Taylor, of Norwalk, (now Westport,) March 7, 
1763, whose son was Seth Taylor, the grandfather of 
Henry F. Taylor, now of Stamford. 

(119.) Vn. John, bom May 11, 1746. 

TWENTY-FIRST GENERATION.— Continued. 
Issue op Hon. Abeaham Davenport, (No. 79. ) 

(120.) I. Hon. John Davenport of Stamford, bom 
Jan. 16, 1752, and graduated at Yale College in 1770. 
** His scholarship is indicated in his appointment to a 
tutorship in 1773. Entering on the legal profession, 
he was soon called to take an important place among 
the Revolutionary patriots of that day. When the pat- 
riot cause was suffering for the want of a suitable pub- 
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lie interest in the welfare of the new nation, he was 
appointed by the Assembly of the Siate as one of a 
commission to visit the principal towns and arouse the 
people to a just sense of their dangers, and to move 
them to corresponding exertiona"* 

He was married to Mary S. Wells, daughter of Rev. 
Noah Wells, D.D., (by Abraham Davenport, Esq.,) 
May 7, 1780. He was Major of the Militia, in this sec- 
tion of the State, in the war of the Revolution. 

In 1799, the year of General Washington's death, he 
was chosen a Representative Member of the American 
Congress to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of 
his younger brother, (Hon. James Davenport,) of 
which he was continued for 18 years a member, during 
t)ie Presidency of the elder Adams, and also of Presi- 
dents Jefferson ahd Monroe. He was punctually at his 
post from the opening to the adjournment of each ses- 
sion of Congress, and answered to his name when call- 
ed to vote on all subjects, and, we may add, always vo- 
ted on the same side with his co-representative from 
Connecticut, Hon. John Cotton Smith. We also find 
liim occopying a position on important committees of 
the House — but was more prominent as a worker than 
a debater. Having declined a re-election in 1817, he 
spent the remainder of his days in the quiet retirement 
of his country home, where he was greatly respected 
and honored by all. f 

* Huntington's History of Stamford, p. 369. 

\ The fine mansion built by Mr. Davenport in 1807, is still 
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He was a member of the Congregational Church in 
Stamford, of which he was chosen Deacon in 1795. 

In this office his eminent worth was ever shown 
in' the character of a benevolent, active and exemplar^' 
Christian. He died November 28, 1830. 

The following is the fac-simile of his autograph : 




His wife survived him and died in Brooklyn, N. Y. 
June 28, 1847, at the advanced age of 93 years. 

(121.) XL Abraham Davenport, bom October 21, 
1758, died October 25, 1754. 

(122.) m. Elizabeth Davenport, bom September 
1(), 1756, and was married by the Rev. Dr. Wells, to 
James Cogswell, M. D., of Preston, August 8, 1776. 
Thev had one daujxhter Alice, who became the wife of 
the l\e\. Samuel Fisher, D.D., of Greenbush, N. Y., 
who was the father of the Rev. Samuel Ware Fisher, 



Htanding in Main street, and until recently was occupied by 
his son, Deacon Theodore Davenport, its present owner. Here 
Major Davenport on the 23d of August, 1824, welcomed Gener- 
al Lafayette, (then on his way to New Haven and Boston, ) and, 
where he received the congratulations of hundreds of persons 
who had assembled from this and the neighboring towns to pay 
their respects to the distinguished visitor. 
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who succeeded the Rev. Dr. Lyman Beecher, as pas- 
tor of the 2d Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and who was for many years President of Hamilton 
College, at Clinton, N. Y. 

" Elizabeth, wife of James Cogswell, M. D., departed 
this life, Nov. 15, 1779.* 

(123.) rV. Hon. James Davenport, bom in Stam- 
ford, October 12, 1758, and graduated at Yale College 
in 1779. Like his father and brother John, he early 
espoused the national cause and during the Revolu- 
tion was employed in the Commissary Department of 
the Government. He was married to Abigail Fitch by 
Abraham Davenport, Esquire, May 7, 1780. Mrs. 
Davenport died November, 1782, aged 22 years. Mar- 
ried, 2d, to Mehitabel Coggshall, by the Rev. William 
Lockwood, of Milford, Ct., November 6, 1790. " Be- 
ginning his professional life as a lawyer, with literary 

• Dr. CogHwell was the 8on of Kov. JamoH CogHwell, D, D., of 
Hartford, Ct., who wan bom January 0, 1720, and died January 
2, 1807, having been for sixty years a laboriouH and faithful 
mininter of the (jOHpel. He had also a brother, Ma«on F. Cogs- 
well, M. D., who died in 1830, aged (VJ years, who had a daugh- 
ter named Alice, who though deprived of hearing and speech, 
was distinguished for her intellectual attainments and loveli- 
ness of character. She died December 30, 1830, aged 25 years. 
The American Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb at Hartford, un- 
der Providence owes its origin to the father s tenderness to- 
wards his child, and his sympathy for her fellow-suflferers, and 
will long stand an enduring monument to his memory. — Con- 
neclicnt Historical (blleciions. 

Dr. James Cogswell afterwards married Mrs. Abigail Loyd, 
and had several children, James, John, Sarah and Harriet 
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tastes of a high order, Mr. Davenport was soon called 
to fill important public offices. He was a member of 
the State Legislature, of both Houses, and Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas. In 1796, he was chosen a 
Representative Member of the American Congress, 
during the Presidency of General Washington, and 
died suddenly August 3, 1797. He was a member of 
the Corporation of Yale College from 1793, to the time 
of his deatL 

Of Mr. Davenport, President Dwight, in his Travels, 
vol. iii p. 500, says : " Few persons in this country 
have been more, or more deservedly, esteemed than 
the Hon. James Davenport His mind was of a struc- 
ture almost singular. An infirm constitution preclu- 
ded him to a considerable extent, from laborious study, 
during his early years ; and, indeed, throughout most 
of his life. Yet an unwearied attention to useful ob- 
jects, a critical observation of everything important 
which fell under his eye, and a strong attachment to 
intelligent conversation, enabled him by the aid of a 
discernment almost intuitive, to accumulate a rich fund 
of valuable knowledge. With respect to conversation 
he was peculiar. The company of intelligent persons he 
sought with the same eagerness and constancy, as the 
student his books. Here he always started topics of 
investigation, fitted to improve the mind, as well as to 
please ; and in this way, gathered knowledge with the 
industry, and success, %ith which the bee makes every 
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flower increase the treasures of its hive. I never knew 
the value of intelligent conversation, and the extent of 
the contributions, which it is capable of furnishing to 
the stock of knowledge possessed by an individual, ex- 
hibited more clearly, and decisively, than in his exam- 
ple. At the same time, his own conversation was so 
agreeable, and intelligent, and his manners so enga- 
ging, that his company was coveted by all his numer- 
ous acquaintance. His life, also, was without a stain ; 
and on his integrity, candor, and justice, his country- 
men placed an absolute reliance. With these qualifi- 
cations, it will not be a matter of wonder, that at an 
early period of his life, he was employed by the public 
in an almost continual succession of pubUc business ; or 
that he executed every commission of this nature hon- 
orably to himself, and usefully to his country. He 
died in the thirty-ninth year of liis age, of a paralytic 
stroke, brought on by a long continued, and very se- 
vere, chronic rheumatism. Few persons have been 
more universally, or deeply, lamented.'* 

(124.J V. Huntington Davenport, bom April 18, 
1761, and " departed this life on the evening following 
the 22d of October, 1769." 

TWENTY-FIRST GENERATION.— CoNTrauED. 
Issue of Rev. James Davenport, (No. 80.) 

(125.) I. Rev. John Davenport, bom at Freehold, 
N. J., August 11, 1752, and graduated at Princeton 

31 
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College in 1769, and received the honorary degree of 
A. M., at Yale College in 1785. He studied Theology- 
with Drs. Bellamy and Buel, and was ordained at Mat- 
tatuck, a parish in the town of Southold, L. I., June 4, 
1775, and served the congregation there as a stated 
supply for two years. He was an amiable and excel- 
lent man, and labored for some time in different parts 
of the Island, and was dismissed from the Presbytery 
of Suffolk, April 12, 1786. While at Mattatuck, he 
was married to Mrs. Elizabeth Barker, the widow of 
his predecessor, the Rev. Nathaniel Barker, by the 
Rev. John Storrs, December 18, 1775, with whom, 
notwithstanding the great disparity in their ages, he 
lived happily for many years. He was the first minis- 
ister upon Long Island, that refused to administer 
baptism upon the indulgent plan. He was settled at 
Bedford, N. Y., and afterwards at Deerfield, N. J., 
August 12, 1795, and dismissed from feeble health in 
1805. In 1809 he returned to the State of New York, 
and died at Lysander, July 13, 1825. He had no 
children. — Primes Ills. Tj. Z, Aliens Bio. Die. 

(126.) 11. James Davenport. No children. 

(127.) ni. Ehzabeth Davenport, married a Mr. 
Kelsey, of Princeton, but had no children. 

TWENTY-SECOND GENERATION. 
Issue or John Davenport, (No. 89.) 

(128.) Dea. John Davenport, bom at Davenport 
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llidj2fe, Stamford, May 24, 1749, and was married by the 
liev. Noah Wells, D. D., to Prudence Bell, daughter of 
Jesse Bell, of Stamford.* She died December 23, 
1794, af^ed 48 years. Married 2d, to Sarah Gaylord, 
daughter of Rev. William Gaylord, of Wilton, August, 
1795. 

Mr. Davenport was both a carpenter and farmer — 
cultivating the lands of his native Kidge, and erecting 
dwellings, some of which, with the lapse of nearly a 
c*entur}% are still standing in a fair state of preservation. 
He was one of the early members of the Congregation- 
al C'hurch of North Stamford,t of which he was chosen 
deacon. May 8, 179(), and continued in that office till 
his death, February G, 1820. Mrs. D. survived him 
and died FebruaiT 11, 184(>, aged 87 years. 

• Another daughter of Mr. Bell married Mr. Waterbury, the 
father of (Jideon Waterbury, of New York, who was the father 
of the llev. J. B. Waterburj', D. D., formerly of Boston, and 
who difd in Brooklyn, N. Y.. 1877. One of Dr. Waterbury's sis- 
ters, Harriot, married the Rev. John Seudder, M. D.,(the father of 
Rev. Henry Martin Seudder, D. D., now of Brooklyn, N. Y.,) 
and iiiiother, Catharine, became the wife of the Rev. Myron 
Winslow. both MiHsionarieH at Madras, in India. 

t This church was organized June 4, 1782, with twenty-two 
members. Previous to the settlement of the first pastor, Rev. 
Solomon Wolcot, in 178-4, the Rev. Samuel Hopkins, after- 
wards Rev. Dr. Hopkins, (understood to be the venerable per- 
sonage on whom Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, has founded her 
story of ••The Minister's Wooing,") preached in this parish, 
alH)ut a year and a half, during his absence from the church in 
Newport. R. I.; that town having been taken possession of by 
the British. Rev. John Shepherd was ordained as second pas- 
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(129.) II. Sarah Davenport, bom Jan. 7, 1751, 
and was married by the Rev. Dr. Wells to Monmouth 
Lounsbury, of Stamford, April 16, 1770, and died 
about 1819. 

(130.) ni. Stephen Davenport, born Mach 9, 
1752 ; was a school-teacher. Not married. Died about 
1777. 

(131.) lY. Rlioda Davenport, born Jan. 4, 1754, 
and was married to Thaddeus Huested, Nov. 19, 1775. 

TWENTY-SECOND GENERATION -Continued. 

Issue of Joseph Davenpobt, (No. 90.) 

(132.) I. Hannah Davenport, bom May 19, 1755. 

(133.) n. Deborah Davenport, bom Jan. 30, 1757. 

(134.) in. Martha Davenport, born Oct. 18, 1759. 
Married a Mr. Scofield. 

(135.) IV. Gould Davenport, bom Oct. 5, 1762; 
was a school-teacher. Married and removed to Ohio. 

(136.) V. Joseph Davenport, bom March 28, 
1765, died Oct. 28, 1766. 

IsauF. OF Deodate Davenport, (No. 93.) 

(137.) I. Lydia Davenport, bom April 3, 1758. 
Married Peter Bishop. Died Jan. 7, 1837, in the 80th 
year of her SL^e. 

tor, in 1787, followed by Rev. Arnzi Lewis, in 1795, who remain- 
ed till his death, when two years after, in 1821, Rev. Henry 
Fnller, was installed and continued in the pastoral office till 
1844. 
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(138.) II. Sarah Davenport, bom Feb. 13, 1760. 

Married David Webb, of Ohio, by whom she had a son 
Nathan, and others. 

(139. ) III. Samuel Davenport, born April 3, 1762. 
and died December 30, 1775. 

(140.) IV. Mary Davenport, born June 2, 1764, 
and was married to Dea. Isaac Benedict,* of New Ca- 
naan, Aupfust 19, 1794 ; by whom she had one child, 
Lorana, bom Dec. 7, 1795, who married E. Whitlock, 
Nov. 23, 1843, and died Dec. 1868. 

[Dea, Isaac Benedict, was bom in Norwalk, Ct, June 
26, 1751. Soon after his first marriage he removed to 
New Canaan, and settled upon a farm, which he cul- 
tivated with his own hands for sixty years. For some 
time he was a soldier in the Revolutionary' War, (pen- 
sioner;) held offices in the community, and, for fifty-nine 
years, was a member of the Congregational Church, and 
an efficient deacon in the same, for thirty-six years. He 
possessed great meekness and gentleness of disposi- 
tion. His deep interest in the welfare of his country, 
and in all that appertained to the prosperity of the cause 
of the Iledeemer, led him to make willing contributions, 
both of his money and services, to the cause of Chris* 

* Dea. Benedict's first wife was Jane Raymond, by whom he 
had Isaac, who married Fanny Hopkins ; Gould married 
Betsey Foot ; Samnel K.. (died young) ; Abigail married 
William Davenport ; Obadiah married Clarissa Bingham ; Lew- 
is married Mary Scribner ; Lorana (died young) ; and Rev. 
Amzi who graduated at Yale College, in 1814, and married 
Ivlartha, daughter of General Solomon Cowles, of Farmington. 



N 



242 SUPPLEMENT TO 

tian benevolence. The poor found in him a steadfast 
friend, and to the church he was both an omament and 
a pillar. Both his corporeal and mental powers re- 
mained unimpaired till almost the close of his honora- 
ble and useful life, and his end was peace. He died 
May 17, 1840, in his 90th year — having reached exactly 
the age of both his father and grandfather. An ap- 
propriate discourse was dehvered upon the occasion of 
his funeral, by his pastor, Rev. Theophilus Smith, from 
(ran. XXXV, 29 .'' And Isaac gave up the ghost and died, 
and was gathered unto his people, being old and full 
of days."]* 

* Dea. Benedict was descended from Thomas Benedict, who 
came from Nottinghamshire, England, to Massachnsetts, in 
1638, and who finally settled with his family in Norwalk, Con- 
necticut in 1G65. All his direct ancestors, for one hundred 
and fifty vears. held the office of Deacon in the Church of Nor- 
walk. 

His father was Dea. Nathaniel Benedict of Norwalk, who 
died in 1800. in the 90th year of his age, and whose character 
is thus described in an article written by the Hon. Roger Minot 
Sherman, and published in a newspaper at the time of his death : 

•• Dea. Nathaniel Benedict died in Norwalk, on the morning 
of the 'id of April. 1806, after a shock of the palsy, with which 
he lingered about twelve days, in the 90th year of his age. On 
the 3d, his remains were followed to the grave by a large con- 
course of friends and relatives, among whom were his twelve 
surviving children, and many of his more remote posterity. 
He has left ninety -one grandchildren, and eighty -eight great- 
grandchildnm, the whole number of his descendants, now liv- 
ing, being 191. 

"For about thirty -two years he sustained the office of Deacon 
of the First Congregational Church in that town. Deacon Ben- 
edict was one of those venerable personages by whom what re- 



THE DAVENl»ORT FAMILY. 243 

(141). V. Deodate Davenport of Stamford, bom 
June 2, 17G6, and married to Abigail Handford, Sept. 
25, 1788. Died Oct 29, 1839. Mrs. D. died Sept. 6, 
1848, in her 8()tb year. 

(142.) VI. Nathan Davenport, born Aug. 8,1768, 
and married to Polly Smith, Sept. 14, 1800. Died May 
18, 1817. 

(143.) VII. John Davenport, born Jan. 11, 1771, 
and married Elizabeth Keeler, of Wilton, Api'il2, 1795. 
He removed to Charlton, N. Y., where he died, Jan. 4, 
1834. 

(144.) VIII.) Elizabeth Davenport, bom March 
20, 1773, and died May 30, 1792. 

( 145. ) IX. Abigail Davenport, bom July 28, 1775. 
Married to Lebbeus Reed, Oct, 1795. Mr. Reed died 
at Spencertown, N. Y., April 22, 1851. 

(146.) X. Betsey Davenport, bom Oct. 12, 1777. 
Married Charies Knapp. Died July 28, 1825. 

(147.) XI. Ann Davenport, born Nov. 14,1779. 
Married Thomas Warren. Died Sept. 22, 1831. 

mainK of the pious habits of our forefathora have been trans- 
mitted to the present generation. His long life has been emi- 
nently exemplary, and years to come will feel its happy influ- 
ence. Every morning and evening witnessed his devotions. 
His Sabbaths were faithfully appropriated to public worship 
and religious family instructions. An amiable, cheerful disjm- 
sition, a sound mind improved by a good degree of reading and 
much reflection, and adorned with a bright constellation of 
Christian graces, comprised his character. At his funeral, an 
appropriate sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Burnett, from 
Prov. xiv. 32 : * The wicked is driven away in his wickedness ; 
but the righteous hath hope in his death.' 
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148.) Xn. Clarissa Davenport^ born April 25, 
1782. Married to Samuel Raymond, June 1804. 
(There were two other children who died in infancy. ) 

TWENTY-SECX)ND GENERATION. Continued. 
Issue of Silas Davenport, (No. 98.) 

(149.) I. Nancy Davenport, bom Dec. 21, 1765, 
and married to David Maltby, of Stamford, by Hon. 
James Davenport, Nov. 19, 1786. Died in 1815. 

(150.) n. Dea. Abraham Davenport of Stamford, 
bom October 30, 1767, and married to Polly Brown, 
October 26, 1793. Died in 1845. 

(151. ) III. Mary Davenport, bora March 17, 1770. 
Died March 21, 1848. 

(152.) rV. Ebenezer Davenport, bom May 9, 
1773. Married Jerusha Aulstine. Died at Flatbush, 
N. Y., 1833. No issue. 

(153.) V. Rufus Davenport of New York, bom in 
Stamford, October 18, 1775, and married to Antoinette 
Cable, October 23, 1827. Mrs. Davenport died April 
28, 1832. 

The following notice of Mr. D. appeared in " The 
Sailor's Magazine," N. Y., September, 1857 : 

" We have to record the death on the 3d inst of 
Rufus Davenport, Esq., at the advanced age of 81 
years. He was one of the earliest, most active, and 
most persevering of the friends and advocates of the 
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Seamen's Cause. He was one of the founders of the 
New York Port Society, and was chosen on its first 
Board of Directors June 5, 1818. Soon after, he was 
appointed treasurer of that society, in which capacity 
he served with great ability and acceptance for about 
thirty years. In the effort to build the first Mariner's 
Church in Roosevelt street, he was very prominent, 
being one of the committee for the purchase of the 
land and the erection of the building. When the 
American Seaman's Friend Society was reorganized in 
1828, he was one of its first Board of Trustees, and 
continued to serve as such till his death. He was one 
of the chief movers in the estabUshment of the Sea- 
men s Savings' Bank, and held an honorable and re- 
sponsible station therein duiing the remainder of his 
life 

" Mr. D. was a man of great purity of principle and 
character, and great amiability of disposition. Rarely 
does a man go tlirough life making so few enemies, 
and winning so many frienda He was a member of 
the Presbyterian Church in Fifth Avenue, of which 
Rev. Dr. Alexander is pastor." 

(154.) VI. Charles Webb Davenport, bom Febru- 
ary 9, 1778. Married AmeUa Fitch. Died in Illinois 
in 1848. 

(155.) VII. Catherine Davenport, bom Februaiy 
24, 1783. Married James Pahner. Died in 1813. 

3'i 
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TWENTY-SECOND GENERATION.— Continued. 
Issue of Lieut. Hezekiah Datenpobt, (No. 99.) 

(150.) I. Pi-uella Davenport, bom August 25, 17(54. 
Married a Mr. Dikem. Died February 28, 1809. 

(157.) II. Martha Davenport, born 1766. Died 
November 8, 1807. 

(158.) III. Abigail Davenport, born 1768. .Mar- 
ried Samuel Buxton, and had three children, Harvey, 
Hai'riet and William. Died November 24, 1798. 

(159.) rV. William Davenport, bom in Stamford 
September 17, 1770. Married, Ist, by the Rev. Ainzi 
Lewis, to Theodora Davenport, November 17, 1799. 
Mrs. Davenport died October 29, 1809. Married, 2d, 
to Nancy Hoyt, June 17, 1810. She died September 
28,1838. Manied, 8d, by the Rev. Dr. Todd, of 
Stamford, to Anna Tuttle, September 26, 1840. Mr. 
Davenport died November 13, 1850, aged 80 yeara 

(160.) V. Elizabeth Davenport, died young. 

(161.) VI. James Davenport, died young. 

(162.) VII. Isaac Davenport, died young. 

TWENTY-SECOND GENERATION— Continued. 
Issue of Dea. Samuel Davenport, (No. 110.) 

(1()3.) I. Sarah Davenport, bom in East Haven, 
Januaiy 31, 1767. Married Ira Smith, in 1784. 

(164.) II. Roswell Davenport, bom in East Ha- 
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veD, April 28, 1768, and married to Esther Heminway, 
1793. BemoTed to Erie, Pa., and died m 1852. Mrs. 
D. died in 1839. 

(1G5.) III. Hezekiah Davenport, bom in East Ha- 
ven, December 11, 17C9, and married FhilenaPierpont, 
who died October 29, 1827. Mr. D. died December 
11. IfiSi. 

(166.) rv. Martha DaTenport, bom December 
16, 1771. Married to Eli Pott«r, of East Haven, in 

1793. Died in 1841. 

(167.) V. Mary Davenport, bom December 16, 
1T71. Klarried to John Woo<1ward, of East Haven, in 

1794. He died August 26, 1819. 

(168.) VI. 8treet Davenport, bom in East Haven, 
Jauuary 28, 1775, and married to Nancy Maria Shults, 
April 19, 1827. Removed to Towneend, Ohio, and died 

TWENTY^ECOND GENERATION- Continoed. 
Ikrue or Mmob Jobh Datinport. (No. 120.) 

(H)9.) L Elizabeth Huntington Davenport, bora 
March 4, 1781. Married to the Hon, Peter W. Rad- 
cliffe (Judge) of Brooklyn, N. Y., October 1, 1799. 
Died May 28, 1850. No issue. 

(170.) II. John Alfred Davenport, bom in Stam- 
ford, June 24, 1783. 

The followins record is principally drawn from " A 
Memorial Discourse," delivered in New Haven on the 
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the occasion of his funeral, by Rev. Elisha L. Cleave- 
land, D. D., pastor of the Third Congregational Church, 
of that city, October 17, 1864. 

" Mr. Davenport sprang from a stock thoroughly Puri- 
tan, inheriting blood rich in manly virtues, educated 
in a home pervaded with christian influencea He thus 
commenced his career under circumstances most aus- 
picious for his future development. He fitted for col- 
lege partly with Dr. Dwight, then residing at Green- 
field Hill, and was a member of his family when he 
was elected President of Yale College. He entered 
Yale, Freshman, in the class of 1802. It was the class 
of Bates, and Evarts, and Hubbard, and Perrit, and 
Tomlinson, — a class that has made for itself a most 
honorable name in the history of the country'. There 
was but one professor of religion in the class at the 
time of entering, but a great change came over it be- 
fore they graduated. The year 1802, will ever be re- 
membered in the history of the College and of this class, 
for the extraordinary out-pouring of the Holy Spirit 
upon the institution. The power of the work may be 
seen in the facts, that while at the administration of 
the Lord's Supper, September 1, 1801, there was not a 
single undergraduate among the communicants, one 
year later, on the Sabbath before commencement, 
twenty-five members of the graduating class, with a 
large number from the three lower classes, sat down 
at the table of the Lord. Seven others joined the 
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church soon after, making thirty-two subjects of the 
great awakening, in a class of fifty-six. As a result of 
this work of grace, one-third of the class became min- 
isters of the gospel. Among those who shared in this 
blessed work of salvation, was John A. Davenport He 
had always been a moral and amiable youth, but still 
worldly and gay ; seeking his chief good in the vani- 
ties of time. But from the moment he felt the renew- 
ing power of the Holy Spirit, he became another man. 
In happy accordance with the natural decision and di- 
rectness of his mind, he went full}' over to the Lord's 
side, and consecrated himself for all coming time to 
the service of his Redeemer. The hope of glory then 
formed in his soul never ceased to irradiate his path- 
way in life. The principles of Christianity, then graven 
on his heart, governed him henceforth even to the end 
of his mortal career. The pleasures of sense lost their 
charm before the new found joys of christian experi- 
ence. It was in the warm glow of his first love for 
Christ, and of his first enjoyment of divine communion, 
that he took leave of the pleasant scenes of College and 
entered on the practical work of life. 

" Immediately after graduation, Mr. Davenport en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits in the city of New York, 
and for fifty years was a well-known and prosperous 
merchant of that city. To this honorable and useful 
calling he applied himself with characteristic energy 
and enthusiasm, guided by strong common sense, and 
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regulated by unbending principle, incorruptible integ- 
rity, and a becoming christian moderation in his de- 
sires for temporal wealth. His practical sagacity, how- 
ever, did not altogether save him from unfortunate 
enterprises ; and during the disturbed state of affairs 
incident to the last war with Great Britain, he experi- 
enced reverses and discouragements, which tried his 
faith and patience, and christian principles. It was a 
salutary discipline ; it furnished him a new illustration 
of the value of that reUgion he had embraced, and of 
the superior worth of those treasures which happily he 
had laid up where no fluctuations of time could en- 
danger them. It taught him how wise and safe it is 
to wait on the Lord for success in a faithful adherence 
to christian principle, and cheerful obedience to the 
divine will. These rough and narrow straits, — not the 
least profitable part of his earthly voyage, — were pass- 
ed at length, and be emerged into a broader and 
smoother sea ; and from that time onward, was favor- 
ed with the steady flow of a healthful and generous 
prosperity. 

" Mr. Davenport was married in 1806, to Miss Eliza 
Maria Wheeler, daughter of Dr. William WTieeler, of 
Red Hook, N- Y., juid grand-daughter of Rev. Cotton 
Mather Smith, of Sharon, Connecticut. With this most 
excellent and lovely woman, he lived in happy wed- 
lock more than fifty-three years. She died in New 
Haven on the 18th of July, 1859 — sustained in her last 
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sickness by the same christian faith by which she had 
walked through hfe. 

When Mr. Davenport first went to New York, he 
went in the fuhiess of the blessing of the gospel of 
Clirist. With the zeal of a young convert, he sought 
at once the most eminent religious privileges afforded 
by the city at that time. Attracted by the fame and 
eminent gifts of Rev. Dr. John Mason, he soon put 
himself under the ministry of that truly great man and 
prince of pulpit orators. The faithful instructions and 
elevating influence of Dr. Mason's preaching contribu- 
ted largely to nourish and develope that sturdy growth 
of christian piinciple and character for which he be- 
came distinguished. After the removal of Dr. Mason 
from New York, Mr. Davenport connected himself 
with the church under the pastoral care of the venera- 
ble Dr. McElroy, still hving and active in the ministry-, 
— where he remained, until tlie desire to promote the 
greater progress of religion in the city induced liim to 
join the Bowery church, then recently organized un- 
der the pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Christmas, and after- 
wards of Rev. Dr. John Woodbridge. Here he was an 
office-bearer, and in connection with an active and de- 
voted band of christians, exerted a wide and energet- 
ic influence for good. This was one of the most useful 
periods of his life. Subsequently he joined the Block- 
er street church, where he served as an elder. After 
he removed his residence to Brooklyn, he became one 
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of the founders of the Presbyterian church of which 
the Rev. Dr. Spear is the pastor, and was, from the 
first, one of its elders. In this new enterprise he 
took the deepest interest, and contributing liberally to 
its pecuniary support, and gave it the full benefit of his 
ripe experience and practical wisdom. He was looked 
up to, — and well he might be, — as a strong pillar in the 
church. Nor did his affections for that brotherhood of 
christians cease, when he ceased to be a member. He 
had a sort of parental love for that particular household 
of faith, which he never lost 

" In 1852, Mr. Davenport removed to New Haveiiy 
where he had previously built up a manufacturing estab- 
lishment, and here he ajyeni the remainder of his days, 
enjoying a tranquil old age."* 

In the month of May, disease began to undermine 
that strong physical form which had stood the wear of 
fourscore yeara, and after a few months (»f painful suffer- 
ing, which he bore with true christian fortitude, his 
mind for the most part peaceful and joyous, he depar- 
ted to the heavenly rest, October 14, 18(54. 

Fac-simile of his autograph : 




* HiH residence occupied i\ site near the head of Hillhonse 
avenue, in the city founded by his ancestor nearly two hun- 
dred and forty years before, (and now occupied by his daugh- 
ter Miss Elizabeth W. Davenport, ) almost adjoining the subur- 
ban seat of the late poet Hillhouse, which gave name to the 
most beautiful Avenue in the City of Elms. 
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(171.) III. Ifejary Wells Davenport, bom in Stam- 
ford, September 12, 1785, and married to James Boor- 
man, of New York, November 10, 1810. She died 
October 26, 1869. The .following account of Mr. B. 
appeared in the N. Y. Tivies of January 26, 1866. 

" James Boorman, Esq., one of our wealthiest and 
most respectable citizens, died in this city on the 24th 
inst., at the advanced age of eighty-one. Mr. B. was 
bom in Kent, England, in 1785. Commencing his 
business career as an apprentice with Divie Bethune, 
in 1805, he, at the age of 22, was admitted to a partner- 
ship. This was dissolved in 1813, and shortly after 
Mr. Boorman, in connection with Mr. John Johnson, 
now many years deceased, founded the eminently suc- 
cessful firm of Boorman, Johnson k Co. For many 
vears the firm controlled the entire trade between 
Dundee and this city; they introduced the Swedish iron 
into the market, in which article they did an immense 
business. The firm stood for many years at the head 
of the mercantile community. It was dissolved in 
1855, Mr. Boorman retiring after half a century of 
business life. 

" Mr. Boorman was the prime mover in the organiza- 
tion of the Hudson River Railroad Company, of which 
he was President, and he continued his connection with 
the company till 1863. He was also the founder of the 
Bank of Commerce in 1839, his name standing first on 
the list of the first Board of Directors, and was one of 

33 
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the original members of the Chamber of Commerce. 
" As a business man, Mr. Boorman was energetic and 
and indomitable. He acquired a large fortune during 
his business career, and a large portion of the income 
derived theriefrom was devoted to acts of charity. 
Scarcely a benevolent institution existing in the city to 
which he was not a subscriber." 

(172.) IV. Theodosia Davenport, bom January 31 , 
1789. Died February 8, 1810. 

(173.) V. Dea. Theodore Davenport of Stamford, 
bom Januarv 26, 1792, and married bv the Rev. Gardi- 
ner Spring, to Harriet Grant Chesebrough, of New 
York, May 9, 1833. For nearly sixty years Mr. Da- 
venport resided in the mansion erected by his father 
in 1807, on Main street, and now, except in the winter, 
resides with his son John, at Bay Point, a beautiful site 
fringing the waters of Long Island Sound. 

Mr. Davenport has taken an active part in the public 
aifairs of his native town, and been an efficient mem- 
ber and officer of tlie Congregational Church, of which 
both his father and grandfather were deacons, an office 
now held both by the father and his son, who bear the 
name of Theodore — gift of God.* 

* The date of the Congregational Church in Stamford, is co- 
eval with that of the town. It was organized in Wethersfield, 
with a membership of seven, four of whom, including the Rev. 
Richard Denton, who became the first pastor, came to Stamford, 
in 1641. Mr. Denton was succeeded by Rev. John Bishop, 
Rev. John Davenport, Rev. Ebenezer Wright and Rev. Noah 
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(174.) VI. Rebecca Ann Davenport, bom July 7, 
1795. Died January 15, 1817. 

(175.) VII. Matilda Davenport, bom in Stamford, 
April 17, 1798, and married to the Rev. Peter Lock- 
wood, now of Binghamton, N. Y.* 

TWEXT Y-SECOND GENERATION. —Continued. 
iHHrE OF Hon. Jameh Davenport, (No. 123.) 

(17G.) I. Betsey Coggshall Davenport, bom in 
Stamford, January 27, 1781, and married to Charles W. 
Apthorp, of Boston. 

(177.) II. Abigail Fitch Davenport, bom Novem- 
ber 17, 1791. Married to Rev. Philip Melancthon 
Whelpley, Pastor of the First Presbjiierian Church, 
New York. Died June, 1804. 

[Rev. Mr. Whelpley was the son of the Rev. Samuel 
Whelpley, formerly of Berkshire county, Massachu- 
setts, but subsequently of New York. At about the 
age of eighteen, he publicly professed his faith in 
Christ by uniting with the Presbyterian Church in 
Newark, New Jersey, under the pastoral charge of 

WellK, D. D, The ministry of these five personR extended 
down to the year 1776, in which year Dr. Wells died. 

The first simple church structure was replaced in 1705, by 
one more commodious, which again gave way for the one 
shown in the accompanying view, which was dedicated Sep- 
tember 23, 1858. Rev. G. Buckingham Willcox, the present 
jMistor, was installed in 1876. 

• Ilev. Mr. Luckwood graduated at Yale College in 1817. 
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Rev Dr. Richards. Having pursued a course of 
study with his father, he was licensed to preach by the 
Presbytery of New Jersey, at the age of nineteen. 
Before he was twenty years of age, he was chosen 
Pastor of the First Presb^'terian Chnrch in New 
York. 

" Mr. Whelpley possessed pulpit qualifications of 
the highest order. He was gifted with a very pleasing 
countenance, aspect and figure ; his voice was sonor- 
ous, clear, and flexible in its tones, his gesture was 
simple, grave, and appropriate Indeed it is not easy 
to conceive of one naturally better qualified for the 
pulpit orator. While he did not discountenance these 
advantages by neglect, his heart was too truly touched 
by the love of souls to value them if separated from a 
simple declaration of the glorious Gospel of God our 
Savior ; but for mere oratory in the pulpit none could 
feel more entire compassion than he."* In the month 
of March, 1824, he suddenly ruptured a blood vessel, 
and the hemorrhage was so great that his life was con- 
sidered in imminent danger ; from this he but parti- 
ally recovered till on the 17th of the following July 
(1824,) he was called from a station of eminent useful- 
ness to his crown and reward in Heaven. He died in 
the 30th year of his age.] 

(178.) III. Mary Ann Davenport, born in Stam- 
* Memoirs of the Rev. Mr. Bruen, p. 181. 
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ford, November 11, 1793, and was married to the Rev. 
Matthias Bruen, of New York, Januarj' 2, 1823. 

[The Rev. Mr. Bruen was descended from John 
Bruen, Esquire, of Bruen Stapleford, (near the original 
seat of the Davenports,) in the County of Chester, one 
of whose sons, Obadiah Bruen, was among the earliest 
Puritan emigrants to New England, his family having 
been much persecuted in the reign of Charles I., for 
their friendship t<i the celebrated Mr. Prynne, at the 
time of his imprisonment in the castle of Chester. 
He was a patentee of the Colony of Connecticut, from 
Charles 11. in 10(52, and was Recorder of New Lon- 
don until the year 1667, when he, with the Rev. Abra- 
ham Pierson, of Branford, bought of the Indians for 
themselves and their associates, the now flourishing 
city of Newark, then called New-work, in New Jersey. 
In this place his descendants have since continued to 
reside. 

The Rev. Mr. Bruen, whose father was Matthias 
Bruen, was born in Newark, N. J., April 11, 1793. 
He graduated at Columbia College in 1812, soon after 
wliich he commenced the study of Theology, with Dr. 
John M. Mason, of New York. In 1816, he traveled 
in Europe with his distinguished preceptor. In the 
beginning of 1819, l>eing invited to preach in the 
American Chapel of the Oratoire at Paris, he was 
ordained in London, and then passed six months in 
Paris. 
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In 1822, he was employed as a missionary in the city 
of New York, but refused to receive any compensa- 
tion. During his labors in New York, he colle(*ted the 
Bleecker street Congregation. Of this people he 
became the stated pastor, and continued such till his 
death, September G, 1820, aged 36 years. 

Mr. Bruen engaged earnestly in various benevolent 
institutions. He was agent and correspcmding secre- 
tary of the Domestic Missionary Society, and when 
it was changed into the American Home Missionary 
Society, he still assisted by his counsels. Bible, Sab- 
bath-School, Tract, and Foreign Mission Societies, 
engaged his efforts, and in the Greek cause he cheer- 
fully co-operated. He was ac*complished in manners, 
in literature, and in the knowledge of mankind. 
Though possessed of eminent qualifications, he felt it 
his highest honor to lay all his distinctions at his 
Master's feet, and devote liis Ufe to the glory of God 
and the good of mankind. 

He published a Sermon at Paris on the death of a 
young Ituly fi-oiu New York, and sketches of Italy. — 
Memoirii of lirwtn and Ain.I^io. Dictionary.] 

Mrs. Bruen now resides at Newport, R. I.* 

• Mrs. Brnen'ft preKont reHidence at Newjwrt stands upon the 
site occupied by her matornal ancestors, two hundred years 
ago -her mother being a direct descendant of the Hon. John 
Coggshall, who wjis first President of the Colony of Khode Island 
in 1647, under the patent granted to Roger WilUams, by the 
Earl of Warwick. 
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(179.) rV. Francis Louisa Davenport, bom No- 
vember 10, 1795, and married the Rev. Thomas H. 
Skinner, D. D., formerly pastor of the Mercer street 
Presb^i^rian Church, New York, and subsequently 
Professor of Pastoral Theolop^j' in the Union Theolo- 
gical Seminary in the same city. 

[" Rev. Thomas Harvey Skinner, D. D., LL. D., was 
bom at Harvey's Neck, North Carolina, March 7, 1791. 
He prepared for College in Edenton, North Carolina, 
and entered Princeton College, N. J., at the age of 
fourteen, graduating thence in 1809. Returning to 
Edenton, he commenced the study of the law, with an 
older brother, then a distinguished lawyer ; but when 
nearly ready for the bar, a change in his religious 
convictions taking place, against the protests of his 
brother, he resolved to enter the Christian Ministry. 
He was licensed to preach in December, 1812. In 
1813 he was ordained as co-pastor with Dr. .laneway, 
in the Second Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 
Three years after he became pastor of the Fifth 
Presbj-terian Church of that city, where he remained 
in charge until 1832 ; removing thence to Boston, he 
was appointed in the following year Professor of 
Sacred Rhetoric in the Theological Seminary at An- 
dover, Mass. 

" In 1835 he received a call from the Mercer Street 
Presbyterian Church, in the city of New York, where 
he enjoyed a successful pastorate for twelve years. 
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"In 1848 he was elected Professor of Sacred Rhetoric 
and Pastoral Theolog}', in the Union Theological Sem- 
inary, New York — a professorship endowed by James 
Boomian, Esq., by a gift of $20,000 and which was 
called *The Davenport Professorship/ in honor of the 
name which Mr. Boorman's wife also bore. In this 
offi(*e he continued during the remainder of his life. 

" Dr. Skinner was first known as an author in 1839, 
when he put forth two volumes entitled, * Beligiou of 
the Bible,' and *Aids to Preaching and Hearing.' 
After that time numerous theological works proceeded 
from his pen, including essays, discoui-ses and dis- 
(nissions. His last work was * Discourses on Theol(>g5\ ' 
published in 1868. He received the honorary- degree 
of D. D., from Williams' College, in 182G, and that of 
LL. D., from Marietta College, Ohio, in 1855. 

*' His career iis a Chiistian preacher began in times 
of shai'p theological controversy. His mind was U)o 
eager and iictive, and his logical habits of thought 
were too exact to allow him to be indifferent to the 
questi(ms then in debate ; but never did he suifer him- 
self to be divert<jd from his one great work as a 
preacher of the * glorious gospel of the blessed God.' 
His nicest metaphysicjil distinctions all came into play, 
not tis arid learning, but as practical lielps. \V hen in 
the pulpit, he commended the trutli to tlie human con- 
science in the sight of God. 

" The period in which the best part of his ministeri- 
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al life was speDt, was distinguished by those extraor- 
dinary effusions of the Holy Spirit, which were hardly 
less remarkable than ' the great awakening/ in the last 
century, as associated with the pen and preaching of 
Jonathan Edwards. With the quickest instinct he in- 
terpreted, and with warmest sympathy he entered into 
that great work of God. It gave a pecuhar point and 
character to all his preaching through life. So thor- 
ouj?h was his self-conviction as to the truth, that he 
seemed always to expect that others would be convinc- 
ed also. He unfolded and enforced the truth as with 
the utmost oontidence of success. He cherished an 
attachment for his profession which amounted to a no- 
ble and fervent enthusiasm. Like George Herbert, 
whom, in many points he resembled, he regarded his 
pulpit as his joy and throne. So earnest was his manner, 
and glowing his discourse, that he always made the im- 
pression on his hearers that he expected, and with good 
reason, an immediate verdict, and was disappointed if 
it was not given. Those memorable scenes in Phila- 
delphia, in New Haven, in New York, when preaching 
with such demonstrations of the Spirit and of power, 
inquirers and converts were computed by hundreds 
and thousands, and a whole audience bent towards 
him like a field of grain ! Then was it that he plied 
his sickle well, and tilled his bosom with many sheaves. 
How many are already garnered in the kingdom of 
Heaven, how many still living in these churches and 

34 
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pulpits, who wDl always hail him as the chosen means 
of their lasting spiritual good ! 

" Dr. Skinner was, to use an expression which in old 
English bore a pecuhar sense, a perfect Christian Gen- 
tleman. He was a specimen of spiritual beauty. How 
gentle, how guileless, how kind, how courteous, how 
free from all suspicion of worldly ambition ! How 
sweet his latest experience ! How often has it been 
said of him by his friends, ' He is fast ripening for 
heaven.' Like ripe fruit has he fallen, in its time, de- 
tached by no violence. Age had impaired none of his 
faculties, only imparted additional serenity to his 
countenance, sweetness to his manners, and beauty to 
his character, as the disc of the setting sun seems to be 
larger and its luster to be softer than when at its mer- 
idian. How calmly has he been sitting in liis state in 
the cathedral of life with the banner of Christ's love 
over his head, waiting for the service to be over, that 
he might say with all his heart, Amen."* Thus ended a 
fruitful and well spent life, and he passed away to join 
the glorious multitude of the redeemed, February' 1, 
1871. 

TWENTY-THIRD GENERATION. 
Issue of Dea. John Davenport, (No 128.) 

(180.) L John Davenport, born October 27. 1773, 

and was killed by a fall from a horse, at the age of 11 

years. 

• The Christian Weekly, Vol. 1, No. 1, April 15, 1871. 
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(181.) n. Ralph Davenport, bom 1775, died 1779. 

(182.) in. Theodora Davenport, bom Sepi 27, 
1779, and married to William Davenport, son of Lieu- 
tenant Hezekiah, Nov. 17, 1799. Died Oct. 29, 1809. 

(183.) IV. Wilham Davenport, bom at Davenport 
Ridge, Stamford, March 25, 1781, and was married, by 
the Rev. Justus Mitchell, to Abigail Benedict, daugh- 
ter of Dea. Isaac Benedict, of New Canaan, September 
12, 1802. She died Oct. 9, 1839, aged 59 years. 

Mrs. Davenport was a woman of much native ener- 
gy, blended with great mildness and gentleness of 
character. Her piety was of a cheerful cast, hghten- 
iug every burden of life, sustaining the heart under 
trial, sanctifying affliction, and rendering the future 
ever bright and joyous through the power of divine 
faith and love. Precluded by feeble health for the 
most part of her life from public efforts of charity, her 
benevolence often exhibited itself in plans of doing 
good to those around her and who came under her im- 

• 

mediate influence. But it was in the private circle of 
hnne that her virtues shone most brightly, and where 
the happy influence of her serene and cheerful piety 
was most apparent. With a strong faith in the prom- 
ises of God to parental faithfulness, she labored dili- 
gently and prayerfully to inspire her children with 
honorable and right impulses, and to train them up 
for usefulness and for heaven. 

The closing scene of her Ufe showed most strikingly 
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the power of Divine pfroce to impart peace and joy to 

the dying believer. After weeks of painful suflferino^, 

which she bore with Christian resignation, she sank to 

rest while reclining in the arms of the writer. To her 

may aptly be applied the lines of one of our sweetest 

female poets : 

" And thus she stood. 
Clad in that panoply of faith and prayer, 
Serenely on the verge of three score years — 
Prompt at her Master's call, and ripe for heaven ; 
Then leaning on the breast of filial love 
Took her last peaceful sleep. 

So beautiful. 
The pure in heart go forth to meet their God." 

He was again married July 28, 1842, to Mrs. Cath- 
arine M. Isaacs, of Brooklyn, N. Y., who died July 
21, 18()2. 

Mr. Davenport, in 1801, became conne(rted with the 
Congregational Church in Noiih Stamford, but soon 
after his first marriage, removed to New Canaan, and 
purchased a fanii adjoining that of his father-in-law, 
Dea. Benedict. This he cultivated with his own hands 
for nearly forty vears, wlien he retired from active la- 

ft ft. ft ' 

bor, and pa.ssed the remainder of his life in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., wliere he died January 1(5, 1800, in the 79th 
year of his age. On his settlement in New Canaiin, 
he removed his ecclesiastical connection to the church 
there, but at the time of his death was a member of 
Plymouth Church, Brooklyn. All his direct ancestors 
for six generations bore the name of John, were all 
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[The following account of an improvised celebration 
of herninetieth birthday, appeared in the Stamford Ad- 
iXH-ah', of July 26th, 1873. 

A veiy pleasing ocxsurrence took place at Daven- 
port Bidge, in this town, on Saturday the 19th inst. 
The occasion was no less than that of a Surprise Tea 
Party given to Mrs Martha Davenport, (widow of the 
late James Davenport,) on the celebration of her 
ninetieth birthday. About a dozen members of the 
family of her son George, and nephew A. B. Daven- 
port, (both living within speaking distance of the old 
mansion where the lady resided,) took sudden possess- 
ion of her parlor, and iu about five minutes— while the 
good woman was attending to her kitchen duties — 
spread a table bountooualy laden with necessities and 
luxuries. It was wholly a matter of surprise, -and when 
the old lady came to look after the strange noise going on 
in lier house, her feelings almost overcame her. But 
soon recovering her usual serenity and self-possession, 
she enjoyed the occasion almost as much as if it had 
been a marriage ceremony. Mrs. D. (whose maiden- 
name was WaiTen,) was l)oru just seven years after 
the Declaration of Independence, and about five 
months before Washington resigned his commission 
at the close of the war. What vast and miglity chan- 
ges have been wrought in this full period of ninety 
years! Mrs. D still lives in the house to which she 
came when married in 1810, and wliich was built by her 
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husband's father, Dea. John Davenport, about ninety 
veare ai;o. Her hair can hardly be said to be froated 
with age, her hearing is almoat perfect, and ahe gives and 
takes a repartee with the quickness and mental acumen 
of one yet young and gay. But for a spinal weakness, 
her physical and mental powers could be said to be bat 
slightly impaired. Liiing alone with her oldest son, 
now over threencore, and unmarried, ahe attends to her 
daily domestic duties, meekly and patiently waiting 
for the call of the Master to sit down at " the Marriage 
Supjwr of the Lamb."] 

(18fi.) yil. Julia Ann Davenport, bom November 
30, 170-1, and married to Jotham Hoyt, January 4, 
1817, and died July 2, 1868. 

(1S7.) Vm. John (iaylord Davenport, bom Jfarch 
fi. 17!)a, died April 1, 17i)il. 

(188.) IX. Eliznbetli Davenport, bom Octolier 4, 
1802, died April 12, 1818. 

TWENTY-THIRD GENEBATION.-CoNTn.i-ED. 

Ibbue of Sarah Davehpobt, (No. 129. ) 

|Wbo Murlrd Moniuoulb Lounaburr.) 

(189.) I. Betsey. 

(190.) II. SaUy. 

(101.) m. William. 

(192.) IV. Monmouth. 

(198.) V. Nancy. 

(194.) VI. PoUy. 
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(195.) VII. Jemima. 

(190.) VIII. Prudence. 

(197.) IX. Deborah. 

(198.) X. Tamor. 

(199.) XL John Davenport. 

Ihhue of Eiioda Davenport, (No. 131.) 
(Who Married ThaadouH UuusUkI.) 

(200.) I. 8hadrju!h. 
(201.) n. Deborah. 
(202.) III. Catliarine. 

TWENTY-THIKD (iEXEKATION.-CoNxiNirED. 

IssvE OF Lydia Davenport, (No. 137.) 
(Who Marrifil Peter Bishop.) 

(203.) I. Samuel, born November 21, 1782. 

(204.) II. Polly, bom January 23, 1785. 

(205.) III. Betsey, born :VIaroh 2(), 1787. 

(200.) IV. David, born Maivh 0, 1790, 

(207.) V. Elsa, born February 11, 1795. 

T WENT Y-THI RD GEN ER ATION -Contin ied. 
Issi'E OF Deodate Davenpoiit, (No. 141.) 

(208. ) I. Samuel Davenport, of Wilton, bom July 
9, 1789. Mariied Su«an Betts, October 30, 1811, and 
who died March 0, 1852. Mr. D. died August 18, 1852. 

(209.) II. Hanford Davenport, of New Canaan, 
born in Stiimford, March 10, 1791, and married by the 
Rev. William Bonney, to Hannali St. John, daughter 
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nf CoL Enooli St. John, September 10, 1817, and who 
died April 27, 1875, in his 86th year. Mrs. D. died 
November 24, 187i. 

(210.) III. Polly Davenport, bom August 31, 
1793. Died March 18, 1796. 

(211.) IV. Polly Davenport, bom June 19, 1796. 
Married to Aiiizi Scofield, November 26, 1819. Mr. 
S. died February 20, 1863. 

(212 ) V. Abigail Davenport, bom May 21, 1798. 
Died November 1, 1825. 

(21!<.) VI. Thaddeus Davenport, of North-Stam- 
ford, bom April 2, 1800. Married Belinda Lyon, Feb- 
ruary 9, 1831, who died September 22, 1876, in her 73d 
year. 

(214.) VII. Joseph Davenport, of New Canaan, 
born January 3, 1803. Married to Julia Young, Sep- 
tember 16, 18^4. 

(216.) VIII. Darius Davenport of New Canaan, 
bom in Stamford, December 8, 1805. Married to Su- 
san Betts, of Wilton, January 9, 1832, who died No- 
vember 7, 1876. 

(216.) IX. William Henry Davenport, of Brooklyn 
N.Y., bora in Stamford, October.27, 1807, and married, 
to Ellen Maria Burdett, May 6. 1836. Mrs. D. died 
October 1, 1840, aged 29, obd was buried at Greenwood 
Cemetery, Brooklyn, N. Y. Mr. D. was one of the 
earliest settlers in the new state of California, where he 
died December 4, 1805. 
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TWENTY-TfflRD GENERATION. -Continued. 
Issue of Nathan Davenport, (No. 142.) 

(217.) I. George A. Davenport, of Wilton, bom 
January 31, 1808, and married to Mary Sturges. Has 
filled the office of Judge of ^ Probate of Norwalk, for 
nearly thirty years. 

(218. ) II. James Smith Davenport, of Wilton, bom 
September 5, 1811. Married Mary Olmstead^ April 6, 
1840. 

(219.) III. Mary Ann Davenport, bom December 
16, 1813. Manied to Matthew Smith, Octobers, 1833. 
Mr. S. died July 1, 1841, in the 32d year of his age. 

Issue of John Davenport, (No. 143. ) 

(220.) I. Elizabeth Davenport, born September 7, 
1796, and married to William Wheeler, Maixh 5, 1822. 
Died September 1872>. Mr. W. died April 8, 1871. 

(221.) II. Sally Davenport, bom December 27, 
1799, and was mamed to Jeremiah Ward, March 20, 
1824. Died August 19, 1826. 

(222. ) III. Lewis Davenport, born September 18, 
1803, and manied to Griswold Maxwell, January 20, 
1826 Died Jan., 1872. Mi-s. D. died Feb. 25, 1852. 

(223.) Amzi Davenport, of Charlton, N. Y., bom, 
Ajnil 9, 1807, and was mamed to Maiy E. HaU, April 
9, 1833. Mrs. D. died February 7, 1842. Married, 
2d, to Thiraa Redtield, September 15, 1842. Mr. D. 
died February 27, 1871. 
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TWEHTY-THraD OENEBATION-Coititoded. 
Issue OF Abioail Davenport. (Na 116-) 

(Who MutIkI Lebbeui Be«d.) 

(224.) I. Darius. 
(225.) IL Eliza. 
(22G.) in. Waiiam. 

leevK OF Betoiv Datenpobt, (No. 146.) 
(Wbo UuTled Charlm Kiupp.) 

(227.) I. Samuel, married Eliza Burcbard. 
(228.) n. Eliza, married Isaac Sterling. 
(229. III. Betsey. 

leave of Ann Datskpobt, (No. 117.) 
(Wbo Uwrtsd ThomH Wuren.) 

(230.) I. Epbraim Chauncey, bom in Stamford, 
March 13, 1808. Married Elmira Burr, 2d, Louisa Tay- 
lor, and 3d wife, Julia B. Warner. Died Marcb 15, 18ti5. 

(231.) II. Joseph Davenport^ bom October2, 1809. 
Married Mana Jessup, November 13, 1831. He baa 
been for some years tbe senior partner in the firm of . 
J. D. Warren & Co., conducting tbe extensive works 
known as tbe Stamford Foundry Co. In tbe winter 
of 1867-8, Mr. Warren united with Mr. Joseph B. 
Hoyt, and obtaining control of the old Stamford Canal, 
purchased the land on both sides of tbe canal bed, and 
by excavating; tbe same, and extending it to a width of 
about eighty feet, opened a channel for sloop and steam- 
boat navigation from the harbor to about sixty rods be- 
low tbe depot of the New Tfork, Sew Haven & Hart- 
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ford Railroad, thus affording the town increased facOi- 
ties for transportation. 

(232.) ni. John, bom February 19, 1813. Mar- 
ried Caroline Hoyt, November 13, 183G. He died 
September 22, 1857. 

(233.) IV. Elizabeth, born May 10, 1818. Mar- 
ried Charles N. Olmstead, April 7, 1839. 

TWENTY-THIRD GENERATION— Conttoued. 

IsHUE OP Clarissa Davenpobt, (No. 148.) 

(Who Married Sunuel Raymond.) 

(234.) I. Ann, born February 12. 1805. Married 
Charles Raymond, of Norwalk. 

(235. ) II. Clai-issa, bom Marcli 26, 1806. Marri- 
ed Nathan Comstock, of Wilton. 

(236.) in. Sally, bom November 25, 1807. Mar- 
ried John Webb, of Stamford. 

(237.) IV. John, born July 17, 1809. Married 
Eliza Raymond, of Norwalk. 

(238.) V. Harriet, bom November 4, 1812. 

(239.) VI. Wilham, bora July 26, 1814. Married 
Joanna Morton. 

Issue of Nancy Da>tenport, (No. 149.) 
(Who Married Darid Maltby.) 

(240.) I. WiUiam Davenport. 

(241.) II. Maiy Catharine. 

(242.) IIL James Rufus. 

(243.) IV. John Robert. 

(244.) V. Rev. Ebenezer Davenport. 

(245.) VL Albert Silvester, 
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TWENTY.THIBD OENEBATION.-CoimiHJKD. 
Ihhce OP Abraham Davenport, (No- ISO.) 

(24G.) I. Julia Davenport, bom June 5, 1795, and 
married to John Burrnll, of Xorwal^, bj whom she li&d 
one Bon, Samuel Davenport Burrall, bom September 
16, 1834. 

(247.) II. James Silas Davenport, bom November 
3, 1797, and died 1840. 

(248.) III. Samuel Abraham Davenport, bom 
December 24, 1799, and died December 28, 1821. 

(249.) rv. Elizabeth Davenport, bom January 5, 
1802, and married CbarleH Burrall, of New York. 
She died December 3, 182C. 

(250.) V. Maiy Davenport, bom March 14, 1804. 

(2.')1.) VI. Harriet Davenport, bom Februaiy 28, 
1806. Died Februarj- G, 1827. 

(252.) VII. Ebenezer Charles Davenport, born 
October 9, 1809. Died September LI, 1841. 

l253.) Vin. Catherine Brown Davenport, bom 
January H, 1812. Died January 2.5, 1814. 

(254.) IX. William Brown Davenport, bom June 
27, 1822. Married Frances A. Potter, of Providence, 
B. I., March H, 1845. Died in Dorcheater, Mass. Au- 
gust 27, 18C5. 

Issi^E OF Rffch Davsnpobt, (No. 153.) 

(255.) I. BufuB C. Davenport, bom September 
11, 1828. Died January 9, 1832. 

(266.) IL George F. Davenport, bom Febmary 
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26, 1830, and graduated at the University of New York, 
in 1847. Was for some time a lawyer in New York. 

(257.) Antoinette Cable Davenport, bom January 
4, 1832. Died August 15, 1832. 

TWENTY-THIRD GENERATION-Continued. 
Issue of Charles Webb Davenport, (No. 154.) 

(258.) I. Charles Webb Davenport of Cambridge, 
Illinois, born March 22, 1818, and married to Electa 
Moore, May 21, 1843. She died March 28, 1860. His 
2d wife was Ellen E. Teachout, to whom he was mar- 
ried April 26, 1861. 

(259. ) II. Thomas Fitch Davenpoii, bom in Stam- 
ford, Conn., February 6, 1820, and married June 22, 
1848 to Elizabeth Lloyd, who was bom in Wakefield, 
Bucks Co., Pa., January' 31, 1833 He settled in Cam- 
bridge, Henry Co., Illinois, where he now resides. 

In August 1862, ho enlisted in the war and was com- 
missioned as Ist Lieutenant, Co. H, 112th Volunteer 
Infantry, U. S. Army. He served in the western cam- 
paigns under Generals Schotield, Thomas and others, 
in Knoxville and Nashville, Tennessee; and also in 
Georgia, Alabama, Kentucky, Virginia and North Car- 
olina, and was honorably discharged at the close of 
the war, July 1865, at Greensboro, North Carolina. 

(260.) III. Amelia Lewis Davenport, bom May 
18, 1822, and man-iod to Mahlon Lloyd, Dec. 30, 1844. 

(261.) IV. Mary Elizabeth Davenport, bom Dec- 
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ember 16, 1824, and married to J. Hanuaman, Decem- 
ber 11, 1844 

(262.) V. RufuH Adolpbus Davenport, bom Jan- 
uary 23, 1826. Died September 5, 1833. 

(263.) VI. Theodore Silas Davenport, bom March 
29, 1830. Lives in Silver City, Nevada ; not married. 

(264.) VII. Edward Adolphus Davenport, bom 
April 11, 1833. Married and resides in Chicapfo, Illi- 
nois. 

IsfiUE OF Catharine Davenport, (No. 155.) 
(Who Married James Palmer.) 

» 

(265.) I. James, bom July 18, 1812, who was adop- 
ted by his uncle Ebenezer Davenport,* and bears the 
name of JaTnes Davenport. He married Catharine 
Eliza Bennett, Octol>er 23, 1843, who died in August, 
1874. Mr. D. was for a number of years enj3faged as a 
book publisher in the city of New York, and, in 185(), 
removed to St. Paul, Minnesota, where he has since 
resided. 

TWENTY-THIRD GENERATION. — (>)NTiNrED. 
Ihhue op William Davenport, (No. 159.) 

(266.) I. Hezekiah Ralsea Davenport of Brook- 
hni, N. Y., bom in Stamford, February 24, 1801, and 
was married by the Rev. James Milnor, D.D., of N.Y., to 

* Hon. Ebenezer Davenport, (No. 152,) was a native of Stam- 
ford, Ct. , a lawyer of eminence, holding the office of Judge of 
DiRtrict Court, Judge of Probate, &c., a gentleman of literary 
culture and christian character. He resided during the latter 
part of his life in the State of New York. * 
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Mary Bapelyea, September 22, 1834. Died at Moun- 
tain City, Nevada, August, 1870. Mrs. D. died in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., March 22, 1877. 

(267.) II. Mary Ann Davenport, bom in Stam- 
ford, April 23, 1803, and married by Rev. Henry Ful- 
ler, to Ralph Hoyt, February 28, 1827. Died at Jer- 
sey City, August 7, 1876. Mr. H. died October 28, 
1839. 

(268.) m. Adolphus Davenport, bom February 
9, 1805. Died October 15, 1826. 

(269.) IV. SUas Davenport, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
bom at Davenport Ridge, Stamford, March 16, 1811, 
and married in New Haven, by the Rev. Elisha Cleave- 
land, to Betsey Ann St. John, daughter of Matthias 
Si John, of New Canaan, March 28, 1836. 

In 1833, Mr. Davenport, purchased the property 
north of the Congregational Church, in New Canaan, 
and erected a new academy, where he conducted, till 
1836, a Boarding and Day School, (for a while known 
as the Philopsedian Seminary) — which, at the latter 
date, passed into other hands, and, after 1866, was 
wholly discontinued. 

For many years Mr. D. was engaged in mercantile 
Ufe, in the city of New York, and residing in Brooklyn , 
was one of the original members of the Clinton 
Avenue Congregational Chiu'ch of that city, where his 
active labors, especially in the work of sustaining Mission 
Sabbath Schools, are still remembered. For many 
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yenra his Lome waa in Elizabeth, N. J., but he ia now 
reading in Pittsburfrb, Pa. 

(270.) V. Dea. Willinm Davenport of North 
Stamford, horn April 22, ltil8, and married to ClariBsa 
Ko<^kwell, Februat^- S, 1834. In 18G6, be was ordained 
Deacon, of tlie North Stamford Church, and has been for 
many years its Cliorister and Sabbath School Superin- 
tendeui 

(271.) VL Sarah Davenport, bom June 10, 1815, 
and married to John F. Randall, June 10, 1838, by 
whom she liad oite son, John Edward, who died young. 
She died August 8, Idtti^. 

(272.) VII. Emily Davenport, bom September 7, 

1817, was married to Harvey D. Sanderson, February 

4, IHSti. Died at Galveston, Texas, October 27, 1870. 

TWENTY.THIRD UENERATION.— Continded. 

Ibhue of SjtKiH Davenfobt, (No. 163.) 

(Who UaiTleil I»Bmltli.) 

(273.) I. Folly, married Urial Lindsley, M. D. 

(274.) II. EnoB, married Asena Thompson. 

(275.) III. John, died young. 

(27i;.) IV. Davenport, died young. 

(277.) V. Hezekiah, died aged 1!) years. 

(278.) VI. Nancy, married Levi Thompson. 

(27'J. ) VII. Loriuda, married F. A. WUliams, M.D. 

(280.) VIII. Fanny, married George Dudley. 

(281.) IX. Sarah, married John Stonell. 

(282.) X. Isaac, married Polly Williams. 
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(283 ) XI. Lura, married Dr. Williama* 
(Issue OF Rorwell Davenpobt, (No. 164.) 

(284.) I. John Davenport, born April 5, 1794. 
Died June 6, 1815. 

(285.) 11. William Davenport, of Erie, Pa., born 
November 28, 171)(>, and mamed to Phylance Tracey, 
October 16, 1823. Died June 17, 1865. 

(286.) III. Mary Davenport., born Au^fust 26, 

1803, and married to Aaron Waldo, November, 1819. 
(287.) rV. Nancy Davenport, bom December 24, 

1815, and married to Eno8 Lvon in 1836. 

(Issue of Hezekiah Davenport, (No. 165.) 

(288.) I. Perlina Street Davenport, bom July 31, 

1804, and manied to W^an-en Parker, in 1827, and died 
in 1829. 

(289.) II. James Percival Davenpori, bom No- 
vember 22, 1807, and removed to South America. 

(290.) III. Henrietta Edwards Daveupori, bom 
Jauuaiy 4, 1810, and married Lucius Walker, of New- 
York, January 9, 1837. 

(291.) IV. Nancy Vere Davenport, bom in New 
Haven, May 1 5, 1812, and manied to Jacob T. Bond 
of Brooklm, N. Y., March 14, 1836. 

(292.) V. Au<jfusta Davenpoii, bom in New Ha- 
ven, June 22, 1814, manied to Leonard Cunier, Sep- 
tember 10, 1834, and died Aufrust 6, 186(>. 

(293.) VI. Frances A. Davenport, bom Januarys, 

* There were two others who died young. 
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1817, and married to Edward B. Hayes, of New Tork, 
November 20, 1839. 

(294.) VII. Samuel Breck Davenport, born in 
New Haven, April 5, 1819 aud married to Mary Ophelia 
Hunt of Alexandria, Va, May 6. 1841. 

lu 1860, Mr. Davenport removed with hie family to 
Nevada City, Cahfomia, where he has since resided. 
For nine years he lia» held the position, under the U. 
8. Government, of Internal Revenue Aaaessor. 

(295.) Vni. John Gould Davenport, bom June 
16, 1822, and married to Boxanna 'Wilcox, August 28, 
1844. Died in imd. 

(291!) IX. Jane Davenport, born May 17, 1825, 
and died Februarj- 23, 1837. 

Ihhub of Mautba Davemport. (No. I6G.) 

(297.) I. Charlotte, bora 1796. 
(298.) II. Eliza, bora 1799. 
(299,) III. Edward, bora 1802. 
(300.) IV. LJ^uan, bora 1805. 
(301.) V. Amanda, bom 1809. Died 1836. 
InscE OF Mast Davenpobt, (No. 167.) 
(Wbo UutIihI John Woodwud.) 

(302.) I. Eliza, bora May 9, 1802. 

(303. ) II. John, bora August 18, 1807. Die<l 1821. 

(:104.) HI Lyman, born January 12, 1810. 

(305.) IV. Laura, bom January 12, 1810. 

(300.) V. HoBwell, bora January 2, 1811. 

(307.) VI. Emeline, bom May 5, 1814. 



> 



280 SUPPLEMENT TO 

Ih8U£ op Stbeet Davenpobt, (No. 168. ) 

(308.) I. Sullivan Shults Davenport, of Town- 
send, Sandusky Co., Ohio, born February 14, 1828. 
Married January 1, 1862, to LaAdnia Twiss. 

(309.) II. Marj' Hetty Davenport, bom June 8, 
1835, and married to Benjamin L. White, March 22, 
1870, resides at Townsend, Ohio. 

'nraNTY-THIRD GENERATION. — Coniinued. 
Issue of John A. Davenpobt, (No. 170.) 

(310.) I. Julia Matilda Davenport, born Decem- 
ber 26, 1806. Died June 22, 1836. 

(311.) n. Rev. Jolm Sidney Davenport, bom in 
Stamford, Sej)tember 26, 1808, and was early under 
the tuition of Rev. Daniel Smith, pastor of the Congre- 
gational Churcli of that town, (wlio was the grandfath- 
er of R(>v. John Cotton Smith, now of New York.) 
" At the age of 14 years he was placed in the counting- 
room of his uncle, Mr. James Boorman, of New York. 
After serving there eight years, he left business, under 
a strong conviction that he was called to the sacred 
ministrj',and having completed his preparatory' studies, 
entered the Junior class of Yale College, where he 

graduated in 1833, with a respectable standing. After 

• 
about three yeara study of Theology, at New Haven, 

and elsewhere, he was married in July, 1836, to Eliza- 
beth S. Lever ctt, and settled over a recently organized 
Congregational Chur(*h in Bolton, Mass. Here he con- 
tinued about three veai-s and a half, and after an inter- 
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Tal of a few months becnnip settled over a Congreffa- 
tional society iu Gorliftin, Maine. Wbile here, convic- 
tions which liad lon^ been Rowing in hia mind in re- 
<rnrd to the nature of the Church, the Racraments and 
the ChriRtian Priesthood, as ttie results of study and 
experience, reached their culmination, and led him to 
renounce the Cont;re}?atioiial and Presbyterian systems 
and to seek ordination anew in the Protestant Episco- 
pal Cliurch. In this Iwdy he continued to render a 
diligent service for alwut twelve years, for the latter 
part of that time in the parish of Christ. Church in Os- 
wego, N. Y., which charge he resigned in 1852. 

During hin ministry in Oswego, Mr. Davenport Was 
led to recognize the divine authority of aspiritual move- 
ment going on in Great Britain and elsewhere, involving 
the restoration of the ministries which were given to 
the Church at the beginning, especially the ininistrj' of 
Apostles and the belief of the Second Coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. These convictionn not being ac- 
ceptable to his Diocesan. Bishop Delancey of Western 
New York, although they involved no ileparture from 
the faith and order of the Episcopal Church — he was 
by litm removed from the ministry' of that Church 
and found himself under a necessity of engaging in 
secular buainess for a livelihood. After being thus 
engaged for about ten years, he was again separat- 
ed for the work of tlie ministry in tlie Communion 
known as the "Catholic Apostolic Church" of which 
an accurate account may be found in Appleton'a New 
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Cyclopedia, Vol. IX, p. 617-620, in an article entitled 
" Edward Irving," of which Mr. Davenport is under- 
stood to be the author. He has also written other 
works relating to the subject of his faith and hope. 

Mr. D. has his present residence in Hartford, Conn. 

(312. ) m. Theodosia Davenport, born Noveml>er 
8, 1810, and married to Russell C. Wheeler, October 
23, 1833. Mr. W. died August 13, 1847. 

(313.) IV. Uev. James Radcliffe Davenport, was 
born November 15, 1812, in Stamford, Conn., during the 
temporary residence there of his parents. " The family 
returned to New York in his early childhood, where 
he*preparcd for college at Borland k Forrest^s School, 
his mother having commenced his instruction in Latin 
when he was at the early age of eight yeara He 
spent the Freshman year at Columbia College, where 
he was within cme or two numbers of leading liis 
class. He entered Sophomore year at Yale and grad- 
uated in 18IiO, in his eighteenth year, taking high hon- 
ors in his cLiss. Among his classmates, were the late 
Judge Woodruff of the U. S. Circuit Coui-t, and 
Professor Loomis of Yale. In the famous * Bread and 
Butter Rebellion' during his Sophomore year, when all 
college rose in mutim- against the mejigre fare of col- 
lege commons, he alone of his class, though perhaps 
its vounpfest member, remained in Hall and refused to 
take part in the movement, thus risking the displeas- 
ure of his mates, but in fact commanding their respect 
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for bis independence and moral courage. In 1833 
and 1834, he was Tutor at Yale, having under his tui- 
iibn the class of 1837, of which Chief Justice Waite, 
Secretary of State Evarts, Minister Edwards Pierre- 
pont, and Professor Silliman were members. In 1836 
he was ordamed to the Presbyterian ministry, and ac- 
ted as temporary supply for the Presbyterian Congre- 
gation at Rye, N. Y. Afterwards he resided at Fran- 
cistown N. H. and Cazenovia, N. Y., at each of which 
places he was pastor of large and flourishing congre- 
gationa During his residence at Cazenovia, doubts 
and uncertainties of long standing, on ecclesiastical 
questions, became so decided as to leail him to resign 
his pastoral office, and in the year 1847, to enter the 
Episcopal church. After admission to Orders, he 
was called to Grace Church, Albany, and continued 
to be its rector for nine vears, from 1848 to 1857. 
Through his exertions, a new church edifice was erec- 
ted and entirely paid for. He subsequently accepted 
a call to St. Anne*s Church, Annapolis, Md., where he 
remained till the close of the war. During the period of 
the war, which was so tn'ing to the loval residents of 
the border states, Mr. Davenport was an avowed and • 
earnest supporter of the Government, and his house 
was always open to its officers and soldiers. Most 
of his leading parishioners and. of his co-presby- 
iers in the Diocese, strongly favored the Southern 
movement, and this rendered his position a very diffi- 
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cult one. His sense of duty, however, supported bj 
the personal attachment of his parishioners, and the 
earnest advice and sohcitations of his Bishop, with 
whom he was in full sympathy, kept him at his post 
until after the close of the war. 

In 1865,he resigned his position and spent the next two 
years and a half with his family abroad. Since his re- 
turn he has resided in New York, with an interval of 
two years of foreign traveL 

He was married Sept 7, 1836, to Miss Mehitabel W. 
Newell, of Boston, a granddaughter of Colonel Daniel 
Whiting, who was a soldier in the French and Indian 
wars, and served with distinction as an officer of the rev- 
olutionary army, from the battles of Lexington and 
Bunker Hill, in which he took part, until after the close 
of the revolutionary struggle. 

Mr. Davenport has prcHerved the freshness of his 
classical scholarship, resorting to the original tongues 
in his professional and other reading." 

(814.) V. Mary Davenport, bom August 7, 1814. 
Married to Josiah W. Wheeler, of New York, October 
15, 1835. 

(315.) VL EUzabeth W. Davenport. 

TWENTY-THIRD GENERATION— Continued. 
Is8U£ OF Dea. Theodore Davenport, (No. 173.) 

(31(5.) I. Dea. Theodore Davenport, Jr.,* of Stam- 
ford, bom in the city of New York, February 25, 1834, 

• Omitted by error in edition of 1851. 



and married at Stamford, Auf^ust 6, 1862, to Georgia E. 
WatfiFH, daughter of William H. Williams, of Savannah, 
Georgia. 

Mr. Davenport has for many years been aasociated 
with hie father in what has long been known as the 
Stillwater and Boxbur}- Boiling Mills ; the former be- 
ing employed as n rolling mill for the manufacture of 
iron and steel, and that at Rosbury for making wire. 
These operations have been carried on for over forty 
years, under the name of the Stillwater Company, 
tbeir works being situated about three miles north of 
the village of Stamford. In 1874, Mr. Davenport was 
chosen a Deacon in the Congregational Church, which 
office has now been filled by four successive generations 
of the descendants of Rev. John Davenport, who was 
chosen to the pastorate of that church in 1693. 

(317.) II. A daughter bom in Stamford, August a, 
1835, died August 10, 1835. 

(818.) III. Mary Caroline Davenport, bom in 
Stamford, November 9, 1836, and married November 9, 
1853, to Hon. Galen A. Carter, of Stamford, who in 
1874, represented the 12tb District in the State Senate 
of Connecticut. 

(319.) IV. Robert Chesebrough Davenport, bom 
September 23, 1838. Died May 2. 1843. 

(320.) V. John Davenport, bom in Stamford, Au- 
gust 28, 1840, and married in New York, May 28, 1872, 
to Helen D. Oautier, of that city. Resides at Bay 
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Point, Stamford, about two miles from the village, and 

about the same distance from 

"Where the Sound 
Drinks the small tribute of the Mianas." 

(321.) VI. James Boorman Davenport, bom in Stam* 
ford, December 19, 1842, and married in New York, 
November 1, 1871, to Mary Cornell Freeborn of that 
city. He entered Yale College in 1861, but left his 
class at the end of the Junior year to go into business. 

(322.) Vn. Richard Tighe Davenport, bom in 
Stamford, Febmary 27, 1846. Died Febraary 8, 1847. 

(323.) Vni. Helen MatUda Davenport, bom in 
Stamford, March 9, 1849, and married at Bay Point, 
June 26, 1873, to Hon. Samuel Fessenden, of Stam- 
ford, son of Rev. Samuel C. Fessenden, and nephew of 
the late Hon. William Pitt Fessenden, U. S. Senator 
of Maine. 

(324.) IX. Sophia Moen Davenport, bom in 
Stamford, March 8, 1851, and died July, 1851. 

Issue op Matilda Davenport, (No. 175.) 
(Who Married Rev. Peter Lockwood.*) 

(325.) I. John Davenport, born October 9, 1825. 
Died December 20, 1844. 

*Rev. Peter Lockwood, (son of Lambert Lockwood, — a native 
of Norwalk, and one of the first settlers of Stratfield, now 
Bridgeport, Conn.,) was bom in Bridgeport, Conn., Febru- 
ary 9, 1798. He graduated at Yale College in 1817, (the 
laftt class taught by Pres. Dwight who died in that year. ) He 
studied Divinity at Andover Theological Seminary for three 
years, and was ordained as an Evangelist in 1821, by the Asso- 
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[John Dftvenport Lockwood was bom in Stamford, 
at the house of hie maternal grandfather, Hon. John 
Davenport At the age of seven years he gave evidence 
of a change of heart, and made a pubHc profession of 
his faith in Christ, bj uniting with the church under the 
charge of his father. He was remarkable from the 
first dawning of his boyhood for an early maturity of 
talent, from which, in connection with his manifest 
piety, his friends indulged the hope that he might be- 
come a minister of the Gospel, and an ornament to the 
Church. In the Fall uf 1^44, he became a member of 
Yale College, where he suddenly died, December 20> 
1844, and was interred in the burying ground of New 
Haven. A marble monument to his memory woe 
"erected by his classmates " — Menunriiiif Ji/hn D. Loi-k- 
loeiod, by hut Faltwr.'\ 

{32<J.) II. Theodore, bom June 30, 1827. Died 
May 8, 1831. 

(327.) ni. Raddiffe Boorman, bom May ti, 1829; 
now living in Boulder, Colorado. 

(328.) IV, James Boorman, born May 31, 1831. 
Died June 3, 1831. 

ciation of the WeHttsm DiHtrict of Fairfield Coontj. After six 
ye&r'a labor, in prenobing and teaching, he became settled over 
the PrvRbyterinn Cbnrcb in Biughampton, N. Y.. where his 
piutorutc cnntinneit till 1833, After about fourteen years of 
DiiniHterial labor in other plaveH, Mr L, retamed to tbe peo- 
ple of his fonupr charge at Biogbampton. where he haii ainoe 
eontinued lo leside, in tbe same dwelling erected by bim in 
182B, nearly fifty yean atjo. 
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(329. ) V. Mary Elizabeth, born February 28, 1835. 
(330.) VI. Annie Matilda, bom October 1, 1837, 
and married. May 18, 1865, Josiah Salisbury Leverett, 
of New York city, a descendant of Sir John Leverett, 
Gov. of the Colony of Massachusetts, from 1670 to 1679. 
Mr. Leverett's residence is at East Orange, N. J. 

(331.) Vn. Theodosia Davenport, bom July 28, 
1839. 

TWENTY-THIED GENERATION- Continued. 

Issue op Betsey C. Davenport, (No. 176.) 

(Who Married Charles W. Apthorp.) 

(332.) I. Mary Mehetabel, who married Rev. Hor- 
ace Bushnell, D.D., of Hartford Ct, who died Febru- 
ary 17, 1876.* 

(333.) n. Elizabeth Cogswell. 

(334.) m. Frances Louisa. 

(335.) rV. Emily Sophia, mamed Joseph Samp- 
son of New York, January 2, 1846, and died May 21, 
1870. Mr. S. died May 21, 1872, in the 79th year 

* Eev. Horace Bushnell, D.D., was bom in 1802, in the town of 
Preston, Conn. , where his father was a farmer in easy circum- 
stances. He graduated at Yale College, in 1827, after which 
he was engaged for a while on the literary staff of the Journal 
of Commerce, New York, and afterward taught for a short time 
the Academy, in Norwich, Conn. In 1829, he was appointed Tu- 
tor at Yale, and at the same time studied Law, and afterwards 
Theology. In 1833, he became pastor of the North Congrega- 
tional Church in Hartford, where he continued with eminent 
ability and usefulness till 1859— when ill-health compelled 
him to resign. In 1837, he delivered at Yale College, the Phi 
Beta Kappa Oration on "The Principles of National Greatness," 
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of his age, leaving one daughter, by a former wife, 
to whom his ample fortune descended, and who mar- 
ried Frederick W. Stephens, of New York. 

(336.) V. Catharine, who married Dr. Head. 

Issue or Abioail F. Davenpobt, (No. 177.) 
(Who Married Rev. Philip M. Whelpley.) 

(337.) I. James Davenport Whelpley, M. D., an 
eminent physician and scientist ; bom in New York city, 
Jan. 23, 1817. He was educated in New Haven, and 
graduated from Yale College in 1837. " After gradua- 
tion he acted as assistant in Rogers* Geological Survey 
of Pennsylvania for two years, and then, returning to 
New Haven, entered the medical department of Yale 
College, where he graduated M. D. in 1842. He re- 
mained in New Haven, until 1846, engaged in the study 
of the sciences, and in literary pursuits. He then went to 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and began to practice his profession ; 
but was soon obhged to relinquish it from ill-health. In 

and in 1847, published his work on *' Christian Nurtute." Sever- 
al other theological works soon followed. 

At the Litchfield Centennial Celebration, in 1851, he delivered 
an address entitled " The Age of Homespun^'' replete with 
pleasantry and good sense— a graphic picture of "ye olden 
time." His published works — principally on Theological 
questions — are marked with great originality of thought, with 
pleasing diction, and with poetic genius. Dr. B. was a fre- 
quent contributor to The New Emjlander, and other religious pe- 
riodicals. His interest in all the public affairs, civil, educa- 
tional and religious, of the city of Hartford, was so notable that 
the beautiful grounds reserved in that city of wealth, and on 
which the elegant State House of Connecticut is now being 
erected, were named in honor of him " Bushndl Park.*' 
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1847 he removed to New York city, and became the 
editor and one of the owners of the American Whig Re- 
vieWy to which he had been a frequent contributor 
since 1845. While thus engaged, in 1849, he formed a 
project of establishing a commercial colony in Hondu- 
ras, and, in furtherance of this enterprise, spent two 
years in San Francisco, purchasing and editing one of 
the daily papers there. His arrangements were dis- 
turbed by the presence of the fiUibuster Walker in Hon- 
duras, and on going thither he was detained by Walker 
for nearly a year, enduring great privation, and being 
impressed into service as a sui'geon. Escaping to San 
Francisco, he returned early in 1857 to the East, and 
again devoted himself to literature,and to scientific stud- 
ies. For the last ten years of bis life he was a great suf- 
ferer from asthma, which gradually developed into pul- 
monary consiuuption, of wliich disease he died, April 
15, 1872, aged 55 years. 

Dr. Whelpley's pubUcations show a most original mind, 
and his unpubUshed papers are even more remarkable. 
He was a member of the American Academy. His 
scientific researches were chiefly in physics and metal- 
urg}'.'* — Appletofis Afuerican Annual Cyclopetlia^ 
1872, p. 613. 

(338.) II. Philip Melancthon, died young. 
(339.) in. Philip Melancthon. 



\ 
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Issue of Hibi Ann Datshpobt, <No. 178.) 
(WbD Hnmicd Rev. Halthlu Bruen.) 

(340.) I. Mary Ann Lundie, died young. 
(311.) II. Frances Dareuport, married to Charles 
•C. Perkins of Boston, June 12, 1855, by whom she has 
Maiy Eleanor, bom June 28, 1856 ; Edward Clifford, 
bom Jauusry 17, 1858, and Charles Bruen, bom Febru- 
ary 24. 1860. 

(342.) III. A BOD, died young. 
(343.) rV. Mary Lundie. 

iHHtre OF Fbakcbh L. Davenpobt, (No. 179.) 
(Who MuTifil llev. ThomM B. 8killl»>r. D. D.) 

(344,) I. Mary Ann Davenport. 

(345.) II. Franees Darenport 

(346.) III. James Davenport 

(347.) IV. Helen. 

TWENTY-FOURTH GENERATION. 
Ihhite op William Datkkpobt, (No. 183.) 

(34t<.) I. Isaao Qould Davenport, bom Januarj' 
17, 1804, and married to Hannah Wilson, October 12, 
1831. Died in New York, April 28, 1839. 

(349.) n. John William Davenport, bom July 22, 
1807. Died at New Canaan, May 2fl. 1826. 

(350.) in. Theodore Davenport, bom January 15, 
1810. and died AuRuat 20. 1830. 

(351.) IV. Lewis Benedict Davenport, bora June 
24, 1812. Was a school-teacher for several years. 
Died at Xew Canaan, December 17, 1836. 
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(352.) V. Mary Jane Davenport, bom March 7, 
1814. 

Miss Davenport was a person of much benevolence 
of character. She early devoted herself to the service 
of Christ. Her heart was warmly enlisted in the cause* 
of Sabbath Schools and Missions. For several years 
she was engaged in the profession of teaching, to which 
she devoted herself with a perseverance and zeal sel- 
dom witnessed. She sought not only to train the in- 
tellect of her pupils, but also to bring them to the knowl- 
edge of Christ These labors for their spiritual wel- 
fare were long and gratefully remembered by some who 
enjoyed her instructions. In the Spring of 1836, while 
teaching in Darien, the scarlet fever broke out among 
her pupils. She continued her labors in the school by 
day, and watched with some who were sick at night. 
She took the disease, came to her home in New Ca- 
naan, where in less than a week she passed to her etern- 
al rest, April 25, 1836. 

(353.) VI. Amzi Benedict Davenport, was born in 
New Canaan, Fairfield County, Ct., October 30, 1817, 
and studied at the villa<?e Acadeiuv of his native town.* 

* This cla88ical school was established in 1815. Among the 
number of those, who, for a short time after their graduation at 
Yale College, taught at this Institution, and who have since be- 
come eminent, may be mentioned Rev. Milton Badger, D. D., 
for many years Secrettiry of the American Home Missionary So- 
ciety; Rev. Julian M. Sturtevant, D.D., for thirty years Presi- 
dent of Illinois College; Rev. Theophilus Smith, afterwards set- 
tled Pastor at New Canaan, for 22 years, till 1853; Rev. Flavel 
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In the 8i>ring of 1835, before he was 18 years of age, 
he eomuienced teaching in Xew Caunan, and through 
the ensiling wint*r taught a school iu the village of 
Stftiufora. In 1K3G lie vemoved to Brooklyn, N. Y., 
where he eatnblielied a private Academy, which he con- 
ilucted for sixteen years, since whirh time he has been 
engaged iu the general business of Real Estate and 
Insurance, and in Agricultural pursuits. 

In IS'H. he united with the C'ongregational Church 
in New Cuuaan, and after his removal to Brooklyn, 
(forty years ago,) joined the 3d Presbyterian Church, 

Unscoui : Itev. Wm. B. Lewis, far ninnj jentM Pustor of 
tin- ;!<l I'n'sbyterinii Cbnrth, Jny Street, Brooklyn, N, Y. ; (n 
liiiililiiig ui>w cici^uiiied by the Uny Flower MiKHiunuf Flymontli 
t'liiiri'h ;) Ebi'iiezet A, Jobnitou, for uuw iibimt tbirty yeura 
l.tof.**.* in tbe N.'«- York Tniventity ; Bev. Willi>iin I. Bnil- 
inKtiin. V.ii., now I'uHtor of tlie Clinton Avenue CongreRii- 
tionul Clniri'li. Bnxiklyu. N. Y.. iui<1 I'mfcHHor Tbomiut A. 
TLnohcr. of Yulo College, tbe htxt four of whom were tbe wri- 
ter's bimoreil Inxtriiulont. 

In 1H:i:), previous tn the tutorship of MesHrM. liudint^tun 
unil Thncher, tliin !nntitution hccnuie mei-yeil in n pri™tB 
luBiriling Bcbool, establisheil by Mr. Silas IJiiTeniiort. who erec- 
teil tbu School Koolu HhowD intheai:com)iHnying view between 
tbe two vhnrehes. Aft^r 18.1G it imsseil inCi other liiinas, when 
the yonth of the town were excluileil from its privileueK. im dny 
imjiilK. iiDil the inHtitvition, whicb bii<l fitted fot (College so 
tuHUy of the youth of that plaee, bernuie loHt t-i tbe town, 
nineb to the regret of itii inhnbibuitd. In irtrs. tbe Kchool 
rrioni, with tbe wing nttovhed, wiw removed unci tbe mun- 
sion enliirKi'd imd litteil up for the summer residence of 
Hr. Willar.1 Pftrker, of Sew York. The l.uikliuK showu on tbe 
riKhtis the EpiscopMi (.'hnrob, thnt on the left the ('onurega- 
(ioiJHl fbiireb, now undi-r tbe Pwtonite of Itev. Joseph (ireen- 
Unt. 
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which, soon after, came under the pastoral care of his 
former preceptor, Rev. William B. Lewia In 1841, 
he embarked with a number of others in the es- 
tablishment of a Free Mission (Presbyterian) Church, 
which was afterwards changed into the 2d Congrega- 
tional Church, of Brooklyn, in which churches he was 
successively ordained to the office of Ruling Elder and 
Deacon. He was a lay member of the council that met to 
organize the Clinton Avenue Congregational Church, 
Brooklyn, Nov. 18th, 1847, and also of that which or- 
ganized Plymouth Church, June 12th of the same year. 
With the latter church, under the eminent ministrations 
of Rev. H. W. Beecher, he has been connected for the last 
28 years; and of which he has thrice been chosen Dea- 
con. 

May 2, 1842, he was married in Brooklyn, N. Y., by 
Rev. William Beale Lewis, to Frances Maria Isaacs. 
Mrs. D. died June 9, 1848, and was buried at Greenwood. 

Married 2d, in Brooklj-n, by the Rev. Maurice 
W. D wight, D.D., October 30, 1850, to Jane Joralemou 
Dimon, daughter of John Dimon Esq., and granddaugh- 
ter of the late Judge Teunis Joralemon, all of that city. 

In 1851 he prepared a History and Genealogy of 
the Davenport Family — a labor which after the lapse 
of twenty-six years, he is permitted to supplement, to 
complement, and, ^>ro t4m\j)are, to conclude, in a work 
which has far exceeded the proportions designed for it 
w^hen first christened. 



> 
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(854:.) VII. Julius Davenport, bom in New Ca- 
naan, Ct, May '2V), IH'il, and mamed to Mary Ann 

« 
Bates, of New York, by Rev. J. W. McLane, June 4, 

1H4(). For several years he bad cbarnfe of a private 
school in Brooklyn, N. Y., and has since been engaged 
in th(i ^reucral business of Real Estate. For nearly 
thirty vears ho lias been connected with the Clinton 
Avenue* ('()ii<;re*jfati(^nal Church, in which he has tilled 
tlie oftice of Deacon. 

(855. ) Vlil. Haniet Abi^rail Daveni^ort, bom in 
New Canaan, ^lay 28, lft24, and niamed to Klislia 
Conistock, of Norwalk, by the Rev. Theophilus Smith, 
October 8, 1842. Present residence at Buffalo, N. Y. 

IssiE OF S.vKAH Davexport. (Xo. 184.) 
(Who Marrii>d .Jonatbaii Bates.) 

(85r». ) 1. John Davenport, bom Januaiy 19, 1806. 
Married Sarah Bell, AprU 17, 1881. 

iiilopt tlir words utttTod but yosterduy, (July 4, 1877.) at tli<^ 
dedication of Koselund Park. Woodstock, Conn., by our gifted 
I)«>et, Dr. Olivrr Wendfll Holmes: 

"At eveiy stt-p I tread 
The dust that \vor»' the tootpnnts of the dead, 
Hilt for whosf lite niv life had never known 

■ 

This faded vesture which it calls its own. 
Hcrc^ sleeps my father's sire, and they who gave 
That earlier life, here found th«'ir peaceful grave. 
In days gone by I sought the hallowed ground ; 
ClimbtMl yon long slope, the sacred spot I found 
Whcrr all unsullied, lies the Winter snow, 
Where all ungathered, Spiing's pale violets blow. 
And tra<*ked from stone tostoiw the Sax(»n name 
That marks the blood I need not blush to claim, 
Blo«)d such as warmed the Pilgrim sons of toil. 
Who held from (iod the charter of the soiL" 
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(:tr>7.) II. ChnilpM Aii<ni»tiiM. bom September 24, 
imi-. Sliui-ipd Polly Tuttlc, AuRUst 1. ItWO. 

(H.)«.) III. Tlieodore. born Aii-juBt 5, 180!». Be- 
jiKiveil to Cmimln, wlioie he died Dccnnlwr 21, 185fi. 

(S;-)!).) IV. Sallv Elizabeth, bom May 1, 1811. 
Murriod Win. Heiiiy Biites, Novpuilior 7. 1H30. 

(:((1U.) V. .Tiiliri. bom June 11. IHU. Married 
Ciiiini Betls. 0.-t"l>cv It. 1S;14. IMoil Octolior (!. 1«34. 

(:il'.l.) VI. Walter Heiiiy. Ijoni in l>ftrien, Octo- 
Iht -Hi, 1H17. Jlim-ioil Sarah L. Clorlt. Mtiy, 184H, 
by wlioni he bad one iliiu<rlitcr, Deborah Ann, bom 
Miireli 4. 1H4'.I. Mrn. 11. died March r,, 1851. Marri- 
e<l -Jd, to Susan M. Weed, (October 27, 1S57. 

( -Ml-l. ) Vll. Fianees. b,irn AnfjiiHt 27, IKl'l. Died 
July 27, 1S20, 

(:!f!;l.t VIII. runny, bom June 2. 1«22. Married 
to Johiali Sniitli. of Stamford, Spjiteniber 2U, 1H57, by 
whom she ban line ilaiifjliter, Bensie Jnne, liom Novem- 
ber 7, lKr,K 

TWKXTY-FOVRTII (IF.XKliATIOX. Continied. 
InHrK nr Jajikh Davknpobt, (Ni>. lH.i.t 

(Hfi4.1 I, John Heniy Da\en]iort, bom at Davenport 
Ridge. Stamfonl, Aprilll, IHll. 

(3ti5,) II. (leorfie Davenport, bom at Davenport . 
Ridpe, Mnich 24, 181;t, and ninnied fo Amanda Ful- 
ler, by her fatlier. Rev. Henr>- Fnller, (pastor of the 
North Ktnnifortl Church,) Xovenilier 2.1, 1841. Mrs. 
D. died July, 1843. Married 2d, to Chariotte Warner, 
March 26, 1850. 
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(366. ) III. James Augustus Davenport, bom July 
20, 1818, and married to Martha Ann Meeker of 
Norwalk, November 4, 1839. He resided in Greenpoint, 
(now Brooklyn,) N. Y., and was engaged in the occu- 
pation of a builder. He died of rapid consumption, 
December 28, 1855. A shoil; time previous to his 
death, Mr. Daven2)oi*t had removed his ecclesiastical 
connection to the lieformed Dutch Church of Green- 
j)oint, then under the j^astoral charge of Rev. Qroin 
Talmadge. With strong expectations on the part both 
of the 2)astor and brethren, arising from his deep in- 
terest in all that pertained to the welfare of this Chris- 
tian fold, he was ordained to tlie office of Deacon about 
four months before his death. His loss was deeply 
mourned by those who thus cherished hopes of his fu- 
ture usefulness 

(3()7. ) IV. Isaac Lewis Davenport, born at Daven- 
port Ridge, June 10, 1821, and married, December 3, 
1846, to Emily J. Andreas. Resides at Davenport, 
Iowa.* 

* This town is beautifully sittiRtetl on a bluff on the north 
bank of the MisHissippi, where the river bends to the weut 
about 150() miles from its mouth. It derives its name from 
Col. (leorge Davenport, who was born in Lincolnshire, Eng- 
land, in 1783. He came to this eountry in 18()3 ; entered the 
U. S. Army, with the appointment of Serjeant, and for many 
years rendered importi\nt services to the (lovemment^ particu- 
larly in our relations with the Indians. During the Black 
Hawk war, he was appointed Quarter Master General with the 
rank of Colonel. This town, in which Mr. Davenport with An- 
toine LoClaire had a large interest, was laid out in 1835. It 
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(368.) V. Sylvester Drtvenport, boru Februarj- 24, 
1824, and iimmetl December 22, 1847, to Ann H. 
Strong. Resides at Pttrkereburg, \Vest Virffinia. 
(laaiE OF JuLi* Anm Davenpoht, (No. 186.) 

(369.) I. Johii Willis, b. in North Stamford, Octo- 
ber m, 1820. Married October 17. 1842 to Maria E. 
Smith. 

(37(1.) IL Mark- Bell, b. September 27, 1822, died 
November 13, 1843. 

(371.) III. Amelia, bom October 22, 1823. 

(372.) IV. Charles Edward, Iwm May 5, 1825. 
Married Marj' Keeler. Died March 13, 18(15. 
lireHcnt [lopulntion. (1877,) is about '25,0UI1. Mr. Davenport's reai- 
ilence van u])on Itock lalanil, oppoHite the city, where he van 
killrtl by oiii> of n party who landed on the Inhind for purposeH 
of plunder. July -1. 1845. In a lengthy Hketch of him given in 
the history of the town entitled " Davenport, Pawt nnd Pre«ent," 
1868: pp. 164-S, hJH ithnrauter JH tliaH lumuieil up: 

"HiR life waH A long and active one -the pooition he occnpi- 
ed required anything bnt a hnmon drone to fill it— o&d hiH 
whole career, froifl beifiuning to close, was replete with ceaae- 
less activity. Although of Irans-atlanlic eitmction, he vox the 
trne type of the American potuieHHtng indomitable rexolution. a 
reatleaa desire for progrerM. with on invincible determination to 
overcome obatacleH, and ac^hieve nucceaii. Added to these ijual- 
iticH, waH an eminent ability to read human natare. to rCHolve 
ita problemH, and array the prejudices, motives, hostilities, or 
what not, of all about him, in n manner that finally best aided 
hiH own andertakinga. EHpecially wan this last eiri^nmstance 
prominent in all his dealiuga with the Red Man. He read 
them aa nicii. approached them as such, and by this humane 
and judiciouK procedure, received in almost all cases from them 
suoh treatment as mm eiteud to each other. He was worthy 



300 



SUPPLEMENT TO 



(373.) V. Louisa Maria, born December, 1826. 
Married June 2, 1849, to Andrew Pearsall. Died March 
•22, 1854. 

(374.) VI. Julia Augusta, bom April 17, 182D. 
Died July 13, 1871. 

(375.) VII. Emily Cordelia, born at North Stam- 
ford, July 2(), 1835. Married January 18, 1858, to 
John W. Evans, now of Brooklyn, N. Y., by whom 
she has living, David, Ed\i'in Davenport, Frank, Wil- 
liam Davcnpoii; and Emily Edith. 

TWKXTY-FOlTliTn GENERATION. -CoNTiNrED. 
, 1sst:e of Samuel Davenport, (No. 208.) 

(37().) I. Cliarles Augustus Davenport, of Wilton, 
Ct., born August 2(5, 1812, and nianied to Sarah Maria 
(laylord, OctoVjer KJ, 1831. Died October 5, 1853. 

(377.) II. Sarah Louisa Davenport, born April 1 1 , 
ISKJ; died November 8, 1820. 

(37S.) III. John Daveui)ort, born in Wilton, May 
28, 1H22, and mariied to Sarah Elizabeth Whitnev, 
September, 1840. Resides in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

of all liniior lor tin; love borne him by the snva^;e it is tin evi- 
dt'iici' thiit. likr thr phihmthropic and immortal Pexn. he rose 
above the Milj^ar and inhnman prijndicosof the ago, and fonud 
in th*' hiilian. if not a brother, at l«*ast a cunseientious bi-ing, 
\vho «Mnild Ixr drivrn to tb'<'ds of revt'iif^e and carnage by ill- 
treatiiit lit, •)r conM In* ma b* a liriii, reliable, honorable friend, 
bv tri atiui' him as a M\x."" 

Mr. Davenport's d«s<'endant.s still reside in the town and are 
gentlemen of wealth and influence. His son (.reorg(? L. Daven- 
port, born on liock Island in J HI 7. was th»- lir-^t white chibl 
b<»rn in that section of the countrv. 



iBBrB OF 1'OU.ir UlVENPOKT, (No. 211.) 
I^VhD Uirrlfil Ami) Scoflelif) 

(SKI.) I. AniziLewis, born in Stamford, March 6, 
1821. Married Marj- Lotkwood, December 1, 1846. 

(38(1.) II. Cyrus, bom Jtinuarj' 22, 1823. 

(381.) III. Williftui W'aUace, bom in Stamford, 
HurcU i. 182.'). Married LouisB C. Mead, December 
17, 1855. 

(382.) rV". Abigail LouiBa. bom March 2. 1827. 
Manied WUliam H. Brown, May 18, 1853. 

(383.) V. Heniy, bom April 1(>, 182tt. Married 
Martha Ann H('ofield, December 2, IHfi'.), and died 
Anjinet 10, 1870. 

IsBi'B i>F THAiir.Er» Davbnpoht, (Xo. ilX) 

(384.) I. Willinni Hftnri' Davenport, bom in New 
Canaiui, November 27. 1833, Married Januars- 29, 
18(12. to FiHuiie Ellen Weed, of Darien, 

TWENTY- FOVKTH (lESEBATION. -Cont:nved. 
Ihsi-e or .roHEi-H Davenpout. (Ko. au.) 

(385.) I. Kmily Susan Davenport. 1mm Octolwr 
23. 182.J. and died May 1(1, 1835. 

(38fi.) IL William Younp Davenport, bom March 
Jtl), 1830, and married to Fanny Sophia Jerniaii, Octo- 
ber 2. 18.-)4. 

(;t87.) III. Caroline Davenport, bom May 15, 
1«;{7. Married -Inly 4, 1854, to \Vm. Henry Jermaii, of 
St-aniford. 

(:W8.) IV. George B. Davenport, bora April fi, 
1830, and <1ied April 18, 1844. 
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(389.) V. Edward Sherman Davenport, bom Sep- 
tember 13, 1843. • 

Issue op Dajuus Davenpobt, (No» 215.) * 

(390.) I. Caroline Davenport, bom February' 20, 
1833. Died March 15, 1834. 

(391.) 11. Horace Davenport, bom September 22, 
1835. Died May 19, 1837. 

(392.) III. Sarah Davenport, born November 20» 
1839. Married June 14, 1865, to Joseph H. Butler, of 
Brooklvn, N. Y. 

(393.) IV. Burrall Davenport, bom Febmary 23, 
1849. Died June 15, 1850. 

(394.) V. Emily S. Davenport, born in New Ca- 
naiu, January 14, 1852, and married by Rev. John 
Gaylord Pavenport, December 13, 1871, to Everard D, 
Benjamin, of New York. 

(IsHUE OF William Henry Davenport, (No. 216. ) 

(395.) I. William Heniyr Davenport, bom April (>, 
1840. 

(39(5.) II. Sarah Ellen Davenport, born Septem- 
ber 17, 1841. Married to Charles L. Mitchell, October 
27, 18()4. Resides at Manhasset, L. I. 

(397.) III. Ellen Maria Davenport, born Aup^ust IG, 
1845. Married June 21, 1804, to Capt William Rob- 
erts, of San Francisco, California. 

TWENTY-FOURTH GENERATION. -Continued. 
Issue of George A. Davenport, (No. 217.) 

(398.) I. Maiy Ann Davenport, bom in Wilton, 
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February 26, 1814. UtuTied June 22, 1869, to 
Charles B. White, M. D., Surgeon in the U. S. Army, 
now stationed at Columbus Barracks, Ohio. 

(39S>.) II. Julia Abbie Davenport, bom April 16, 
1847. 

(400.) m, Benjamin Davenport, bom in Wilton, 
January 21, 1850. Is a graduate of the Law School 
of the University of Georgetown, D. C-, class of 1874, 
and is now practicing as an Attorney and Counselor 
at Law, in the city of Washington. 

(401.) IV. Daniel Davenport, born in Wilton, Jan- 
uan- 13, 1852. Onuluated at Yale College in 1873. 
Htudied law in the office of Woodward & Perry, Nor- 
walk, and is now an Attorney and Counselor at Law 
in the city of Bridgeport, Conn. Married Marj' £. 
Jones, October 16, 1876. 

(402.) V. Timothy Davenport, bom at Wilton, 
Febmary 8, 1864 : graduated at Yale College in 1875, 
and at the New Haven Law School, in 1877. 

(403.) VI. Sarah Davenport, bora Oct. 31, 1856. 
IsauB OF James Smith Davbnpobt, (No. 218.) 

(404.) I. Charles Oscar Davenport, born in Wil- 
ton, July 31, 1842. Married Emma Fnllen. 

(405.) n. George Alfred Davenport, bom Feb- 
ruary 14, 1849. 

laauE OF Uabt Ann Davxmpobt. (No. 219.) 
(Who Mirrlnl tlBtthaw Smith.) 

(406.) L Sereno Newton, bom Febmary 11, 1836. 
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(407.) n. Eugene, born in WUton, April 24, 1839. 
Graduated at Yale College in 1859, and at the Albany 
Law School in 1 861. He was married Februaiy 22, 

1872, to Katharine W. Bacon, daughter of Rev. Leon- 
ard Bacon, D. D., of New Haven. Is now an Attorney 
and Counselor at Law, in New York City, and has 
Leonard Bacon, born March 18, 1873, and Winthrop 

Davenport, bom September 12, 1874. 

Issue of Elizabeth Datenpobt, (No. 220.) 
(Who Married William Wheeler.) 

(408.) I. Julia Emeline. bom February 22, 1825, 
and died November 13, 1846. 

(409.) n. Sarah Elizabeth, bom May 16, 1828, 
and married Joseph S Conde, December 22, 1847. 

Issue or Amzi Davenport, (No. 223.) 

(410.) I. Ann Eliza Davenport, bom February 5, 
1835, and died May 20, 1856. 

(411.) n. Mary Elizabeth Davenport, bom Feb- 
mary 1, 1842, and died February 9, 1842. 

Issue of William Brown Davenport, (No. 254. ) 

(412.) I. Willie Aup^stus, bom in Providence, R. 
I., Febmarj^ 24, 1846. Died August 27, 1865. 

(413.) II. Frank Winthrop Davenport, bom in 
Boston, Masa, January 27, 1852. Resides at Pro\'i- 
dence, R I. 

(414.) m, Louise Brown Davenport, bom in 
Boston, Mass., January 10, 1855. 
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TWENTY-FOUBTH GENERATION. -CoNrrarED. 
Irbve of Chablzs W. Davekpobt, (No. 25S. ) 

(415.) I. Mnry Esther Davenport, bom Jauuary 
21, 1845. 

(41fl.) II PriBcilla Allen Davenport, bom Pebra- 
arj- 17, 1847. 

(417.) in. Charles Silas Davenport, bom in Cam- 
bridge, HI., March 5, 1849. 

(418.) rv. James Theodore Davenport, bom in 
Cambridge, 111., September 5, 1854. 

(419.) V. Henry S. Davenport, bom May 5, 1856. 

(420.) VI. Grace Isabel Davenport, bora July 12, 
1862. 

(421.) Vn. Chester Webb Davenport, bora Sep- 
tember 24, 1864. 

(422.) VIIL RiifuB Roy Davenport, boni April 
27, 1874 

(423.) IX. Helen Mildred Davenport, bom May 
15, 1875. 

Issue or Tbomah F. Ditempobt. (So. QSH. ) 

(424.) I. Willett Thomas Davenpoi-t, bom in Cam- 
bridge, HI., April 22. 1849. Died Sept 21, 1849. 

(425.) II. Tliomas Arthur Davenport, bom De- 
cember 31, 1850, and died November 23, 1852. 

(426.) III. Anna Maiy Davenport, bom May 21, 
1853, 

(427.) rv. Charles Elvrood Davenport, bora in 
Cambridge, HL, August 10, 1866. 
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(428.) y. Fanny Schofield Davenport, bom April 
14, 1858. 

Issue of Amelia L. Datempobt, (No. 260.) 
(Who Married Mahlon Lloyd.) 

(429.) L Charles, bom October 9, 1841. Died 
August 1, ia52. 

(430.) II. Florence, bom May, 1844. 
(431.) m. Isabel, bom November 1, 1849. 

IssFE OF Maby £. Davekpobt, (No. 261.) 
(Who Married Jl Hannuuan.) 

(432.) I. Calista, bom January, 1846. Died Sep- 
tember, 1846. 
(433.) n. Charles, bom September 23, 1848. 

Issue of Edward Adolphus Davenport,* (No. 264.) 

(434.) I. Edward Arthur Davenport, bom June 
27, 18G7. 

(435.) II Soule Frances Davenport, bom July 10, 
1872. 

(436. ) m. Paul Henry Davenport, bom Januaiy 
18, 1875. 

• Edward Adolpbus Daveni)ort, (No. 264,) was born in New 
York city, April 11. 1834, and removed to Illinois in 1857. He 
entered the army, at the breaking out of the Kebellion, as a vol- 
unteer in the ranks, and was soon promoted to Ist Lieutenant, 
and served in the army of the South West during the war. Du- 
ring the last year of service he wi\s attached to the staflf of Ma- 
jor General Edward Hatch, and was mustered out in 1865. 
February 15, 1866, he was married to Elenora A. Soule, daugh- 
ter of Capt Alfred Soule, of Freoport, Maine. 
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Ihkue of Jameh Davenport, (No. 265.) 

(487.) I. Rufus Davenport, bom December 12, 
1 844. He volunteered for the war in the 11th Minnesota 
Regiment and served till it was disbanded. He is a 
civil engineer by profession. 

(438.) II. ^lary Davenport, bom November 30, 
1847, and died October 9, 1848. 

(489.) III. James Davenport, bom September 29, 
1849. Died March 1(J, 1851. 

(440.) IV. James Davenport^Ir., of St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, born August 1, 1852. Is now completing his 
course of Medical studies at the New York University. 

(441.) V. Alfred Davenport, bora April 30, 1854. 
Is now a book-keeper with Averell, Russell k Carpen- 
ter, St. Paul, Minnesota. 

(442. ) Yl. Kate Davenport, bom in August, 1850, 
and died in Januarv, 1857. 

(443.) VII. George Little Davenport, l)om in 

April 1859, and died in September of the same year. 
TWENTY-FOURTH GENERATION. -Continued. 

Ihhtte op Hezekiah R. Davenport. (No. 266.) 

(444.) I. Mary Theodora Davenport, born August 
3, 1835, and died August 13, 1836. 

(445.) IL Frances Victoria Davenport, bom May 
2t), 1837, and died Febmar}- 16, 1838. 

(446.) m. Ralsa Adolphus Davenport, bom in 
New York, December 29, 1838. Died in Brooklyn, N. 
Y., September 16, 1865. He was for many years in the 
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employ of Tiffany & Co., jewelers, in Brqadway, New 
York, and Huch was the regard of the fimi for one 
whose integrity and gentlemanly bearing had won the 
esteem and confidence of the Company, that their ex- 
tensive establishment was closed on the afternoon of 
his funeral, as a token of respect, which had never be- 
fore been shown to any of their employes. 

(447. ) IV. Phebe Cortleyou Davenp(3i*t, bom July 
9, 1841. Married to Adriance V. Cortelyou, Jr., May 
11), 1869. Mr. C. was a gentleman of excellent partn^ 
a lawyer, rising in the esteem of the Brooklyn Bar, 
when he died, Septeml>er 25, 1878, aged 32 yeai's. 

(448.) V. John Rapelyea Davenpoi-t, born Febru- 
aiy 20, 1844, and married in Brooklyn, X. Y., to Eliza- 
beth L. Caldwell, February 1(5, 1871. 

(449.) VI. Mary Frances Davenport, born August 

4, 184(5, and died January 30, 1847. 

(450.) VII. Caroline Augusta Davenport, bom 
January 1(>, 1848, and married in Brooklyn, November 

5, 1874, to Henry U. C'Ooi>er. 

(451.) VIII. William Lawrence Davenpoi-t, born 
in Brooklyn, N. Y., August 28, 1850. 

Ihstte of Mary Axn Davenport, (No. 2<>7. ) 
(Who Marriod llalpli Hoyt.) 

(452.) 1. Adolphus Davenport, born August 4, 
1H2S, and for a wliilc^ he practiced law in the city of 
New York, and then went upon the st^igo as an actor, 
under the name of *• Dolly Davenport." He <lie<l Octo- 
ber 23, 1878. 
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(453.) IL Theodora, married Mhj- 30, 1861, to 
Jamea S. Slujter, formerly k law partner irith David 
DutUey Field, iii tUe city of Sew York. He died at 
Jersey City. AupiBt 3, 1864. 

TWENTY-FOURTHGENERATIOS.-CoNTiKiiBD. 

LWUE OF SlIulH DlTEKPOBT. (No. 26'J.) 

(454.) I. Sarah St. John Davenport, bom Novem- 
ber 30, 1837, and died October 23, 1838. 

(455.) II. William St. John Davenport, l»oni in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., August IC. 1840. Married to Ade- 
laide HoweU Taylor, of Trenton, N. J., Janiiaiy 8, 1868. 
He sened in the war for three years in Co. A, '2d Regt 
of New Jersey Volunteem, musteretl into service May 
2-2. l«(il, iHid discharged June 21, 1804. By profession 
a civil en^neer and surveyor. Has for many years 
resided at Elizal>eth, N. J. 

(4.'i<i.) III. Sarah £hzabeth Davenport, bom in 
Bixxiklyn, N. Y., June 24, 1843, and die<l in Elizabeth, 
N. J., August 24, 1874. 

The mission of Miss Davenport was the ministry of 
song. Gifted by nature with more than ordinary musi- 
cal talent-:— which she assiduously cultivated — ahe 
sought to employ thin endowment for the welfan; of 
otliers. Several years of her hfe were devoted to giv- 
ing instruction in this divine art Her place was sel- 
dom vacant in the prayer meeting, or, at the Organ, in 
the House of (Hod, where her services were joyously 
rendered. Her life was one of ceaseless activity, mark- 
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ed by purity, indu8tn% devotion, gentlenesH, and circum- 
spection of speech. The esteem in which she was held 
was apparent from the large funeral gathering (which 
filled the 3d Presbyterian church of Elizabeth) of those 
who assembled to pay then* last tokens of respect to 
one who had endeared herself to the community where 
she resided, by her labors and instructions, as well as 
by her eminent worth and self-sacrificing devotion. 
Both her former, and then present pastor, bore testimo- 
ny to the excellence of her Christian character, and the 
loss her death had occasioned to the Church, of which 
she was a member, and to a large circle of valued 
fnends. Her body was reverently laid to rest, from 
its weary toil, in the beautiful ** Evergreen Cemetery " 
of the city of Elizabeth, while her song is with the an- 
gelic clioir above. 

(4:57.) IV. Rev. Silas Augustus Davenix)rt, M. D., 

born in Brooklyn, N. Y., June 27, 184(>. Graduated 
at Yale College in 1808, with the honoi^s of his class. 
Studied Theology' at Princeton, N. J., for two years, 
and, for one year, at the Union Theological Seminary, 
New York. With a view of preparing himself for in- 
creased usefulness, perhaps in a foreign field, he pui'- 
sued the study of medicine, and received the degree of 
M. D. from the College of Phvsicians and Surgeons in 
the city of New York, in 1873. In the latter part of 
the same year, he embarked, under the auspices of the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, as a medical 
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miasionarr to China— and was Htationed at Ningpo, in 
that countr}'. In the latter part of 1874, he returned 
t« the United States and was settled over a Presby- 
terian Chureli, at Port Carbon, Pa., April 27, 1875. 

(458.) V. Anna Maria Vere Davenport, bom in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., January 28, 1851. 

IbhVE l.y Dea. WlLUAM DiVESPOBT. (So. ^TO. ) 

(-ISy.) I. Mary Ann Davenport, bom in Stanifonl, 
December », 1HS4. and died April 5, 1850. 

(4(iO.) II. Charles William Davenport, bom Mareh 
HI, 18Hfi, and died May 9, 1838. 

(4<il.) III. William Webster Davenport, bom at 
Davenport Hidf;e. Stamford, Janiiarj' Hi, 183'J, and 
wftH Ttiarrif d June 7, 187(i, at Monroe, Wald<i Co.. 
Maine, by Uev. J. E. Adams, to Eudora Moultoii, 
daii<;hter of Eliiatban Itlimlton, of Jackuon, Maine. 

(4I>2.) IV. Emily Clarissa Davenport, bom ^lareh 
211, 1841. 

(4(>3.) V. Rev. Henry Adolpbus Davenport, born 
in Stamford, March 2(1, 1845. He pursued Iiis prepar- 
atory studies at WilHston Seminary, Eaathampton, 
Mass. and entered AmherBt Cullc|re in clatn of 1865, 
where he remained for three years. Studied Divinity 
at the Union Tlieological Seminar^-, New York, 1869- 
1H72, HJnce whieh time lie liaK been Church Missionary of 
the Alexander Chapel, King street. New York, under 
the patrona^^e of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church of which Dr. John Hall is pastor. He was or- 
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dained ix) the ministr}'^ by a Congregational Council at 
Stamford, Ct, in 1878. Was married to Lizzie M. 
Enright, by Kev. John Hall, D. D., Sept 29, 1874. 

(464.) VI. Merriam Bacheler Davenport, bom in 
Stamford, February 9, 1851, and completed a course of 
classical study at Williston Seminary, Easthampton, 
Mass., in 1873. 

Ihsue op Emilt Davenport, (No. 272.) 
(Who Bfarrled Harvey Sandenton.) 

(465.) I. Adolphus Davenport, bom January 18, 
1887. Was killed in the battle of Chicamauga, Sei>- 
tember 1(5, 1863. 

(466.) II. Emily Texiana, died younj^. 

(467.) III. Isabella, bom in Texas and married a 
Mr. Webster. Resides at Galveston. 

T\VENTY-FOURTH GENERATION. — CoNTiNrED. 
Issue of William Davenport, (No. 285. ) 

(468.) I. Mary Davenport, lx)rn at Erie, Pa., Oc- 
tober 5, 1824. 

(469.) II. Fanny Davenport, bom December 11, 
1826, and married May 25, 1846, to William A. Gal- 
braith, of Erie, Pa. 

Mr. Galbraitli is a gentleman of wealth, and like his 
father, Judge Oalbraith, has held pubHc office in the 
town where he resides. 

(470.) III. Sarah Davenport, bom March 5, 1829. 

(471.) r\^ Wilham Roswell Davenport, of Erie, 
Pa., bom July 31, 1831, and married, June 4, 1856, 
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Elizabetli W. Shirk, ilauslitcr of David Sliirk, of Erie, 
Pa. 

Mr. Davenport has beeu for many years extensive- 
ly engM(re<t in several iniportaut branclieB of business 
in liiH native town. He is President of the Erie Car 
Works, which is ii very successful and extensive 
euteriirise, haviiij; capacity to build teu or even twelve 
cars per day. He is also financial manager of the firm 
nf Davenport, Fairbaim fi Co., the largest car wheel 
manufactory in the United States. He has also con- 
nection with other commercial or manufacturing un- 
dertakiugs, and, with so many and weighty cares of 
busincKH, is n<)t forgetful of the higher claims of hu- 
manity and religion — being I'resident of the Young 
Men's Christian Association of Erie. 

(47'2.) V. Haiiiuel A. Davenport, of Erie, Pa., bom 
Jan. 15, lH34,and married Dec 30. lHfi-2, Kate Walker, 
daughter of John H. Walker. Is a prominent law^-er 
in Erie. 

(473-) VI. HelenSophiaDavenport, bom January 
9, 1839. 

(474.) VII. Maralla P. Davenport, bora June 12, 
1842. >farrie<1 Heurj- B. Plummer, November 14, 
18f5B. 

TWENTY-FOURTH QENERATION. -Continitbd, 

IXHl'E OF HENMETTA EDWlttDH DlTENPOBT, (Xo. 290.) 
iWbn MnrlHlLurliiii Walker.) 

(475.) I. Aldace Atwood, bora June 30, 1838. 
Died October 23, 1861. 
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(476.) II. Alice Henrietta, bom February 10, 1841, 
and died April 12, 1845. 

(477.) III. Edna Minerva, bom October 23, 1843. 
Manied Fisher Dibble of Say brook, Ct, and had one 
son George, bom June 2(>, 18G7, and Edna May, bom 
June 17, 1869. 

(478.) IV. Lucius Pierpont, bom March 29, 1848, 

and died July 13, 1872. (Drowned in the Ohio.) 

I8HUE OF Nancy Vebe DAVEXPt>RT, No. (201.) 
(Who Married Jacob T. Bond.) 

(479.) I. James Davonpoi-t, born February' 8, 
1838, died Maich 23, 1840. 

(480.) II. Leonard Currier, of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
born August 8, 1840. Married Apiil 28, 1864, to Sa- 
rah K. Sneden. Mi-s. B. died I^Iarch 27, 1875. Mar- 
ried 2d, to Sadie Shaw, April m), 1877. ' Mr. Bond has 
for t<?n years been in the employ of the* Brooklyn Wa- 
ter Department, in which he now holds the position of 
Deputy llegistrar. By his tirst wife he had two cliild- 
ren, Florence Daveni>ort, \yoru June 5, 1865, and 
Leonard Gamson, bom November 11, 1868. 

IsHUE OF Augusta Davenport, (No. 29*2.) 
{VTho Married Leonard Currier.) 

(481.) I. Francos Augusta, born January* 25, 1886. 
MaiTicd Xoveml>er 1, 1858, to Capt. Alexander B. 
MacClowan, 12th Infantry of U. S. Army, by whom she 
had two children ; Charles Davenpu-t, born July 16, 
1860, and George Pierpont, born November 6, 1S63. 
Mrs. MacGowan, died December 22, 1875. 
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(482.) n. Marj- Jane, born Jaiiuan- 29, 1838. 
Dieil Februan- 13, 18(i2. 

(483.) III. Heuriettn Edwards, bom June 15, 
1840. Died March 25, 1H45. 

(484.) IV. Juliettii Davenport, bom Juue 15, 
1841), and nmnied December 2G, 185!), to Den. George 
AV. Hazel, a lueivliniit of New Haven. Ct Their rhild- 
reii were, FJhi Augusta, bom Nov. 5, IKfiO ; Westlake, 
bom November 7. 1802, ilied Au^st (i, 18(13 ; Leon- 
ai\l Cnrrier, boni November 13, 18ri4, died Auguet 2, 
18(15 : Sarah Currier. Iiorn March 14. 18(iG, died Sep- 
tember 4, 18(i(i ; Edwar<l Davenport, bom November 
3(1, 18(17, died July, IHCiH ; George, born .ipril HO, 1870, 
died July 2!t, 187(1 ; Fnince« Augusta, Iwrn April 1, 
1872 ; Ruth, born Mar.h 2«, 1873. Died July 1873. 

(485.) V. Sarah Maria, bom Februan- (!, 1842. 
Died December 15, 18(i5. 

Ikhwf op FuAsrEH Ass Uavespobt. (?Jo. ai!3.) 

(Wbii Mirrliil Kdwird B. Hayra.) 

(48fi.) I. Frances AuguHta, born December 1, 
1840, and died Octol>er 11, 1803. 

(487.) II. Eilwanl Walker, Iwm August 4, 1842, 
and died Decenil>er lit, 18(>3. 

(488.) III. Caiflline Pterpout, 1mm Juue 24, 184.5, 
and died August 20, 1846. 

(489.) rV. Alfred Davenport, bom July 2. 1847. 

(490.) V. Hubbell Lay, bom August 12, 1851, 
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and married October 24, 1876, by Rev. G. Webb, D.D., 
to Kate Parker Stelle, daughter of David D. Stelle, of 
New Brunswick, N. J. 

(491.) VI. Martha Jane, bom October 19, 1853. 
Married William Munsell 

ISSTE OP SA3flT£L. B. Davenport, (No. 294.) 

(492. ) I. James Percival Davenport of Watertown, 
Jefferson Co., N. Y., born in Alexandria, Va., Februa- 
ry- 11, 1842. At the commencement of the Rebellion, 
he entered the regular army of the U. S., and served 
till the close of the war, when he was honorably dis- 
charged. He wasmamed November 20, 1871, to Lot- 
ta Hawver, of Watertown, Jefferson Co., N. Y., where 
he has has since resided. 

(49li.) II. Augustus Pier|X)int Davenport, bom 
Februarj' 23, 1844, in Alexandna, Va., and served in 
the 13th N. Y. Cavalrj-, till, like his V)rother, he wa.s 
honorably discharged when tlie war closed. 

(494.) III. Adelaide Virginia Davenport, born iu 
Brooklyn, N. Y., July 10, 184(), and married May 8, 
1867, to Marcellus S. Deal, of Nevada city, Califomi:i. 

** Mr. Deal was one of the leading men of Nevada 
County. As editor of tlie * Nevada Transcript' he was 
honest and fearless, and the acknowledged leader in 
idl pul:)lic entei-prises of the day. As an Attorney at 
Law he was fast rising to the head of his profession 
and he enjoyed the fullest confidence and esteem of all 
that knew liim." He died September 21, 1873. 
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(495.) IV. Etnmn Davenport, bom in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., June 13, 1848, and died February 23, 1849. 

(496. ) V. Street L. Davenport, bom in Brooklyn, 
N. ¥., April 27, 18.50. and died March 25, 1851. 

(-197.) VI. Ada Frances Davenport, bom in 
Brooklyn, N. "Y., February 13, 1852, and married to 
Hon. T. B. Reardon, Judge of Uie 14tb Judicial District 
of California. 

(498.) VII. Alice Ophelia Davenport, born in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., May 20, lUrA. 

Issue of .Ioun (tould Davenpobt, (No. 295.) 

(499.) L Franklin Edwards Davenport, bom May 
21, 1K45. 

(.'iUO.) II. Eluiira M. Davenport, bom September 
7, 1847. 

(501.) III. John Pierpont Davenport, bom De- 
cember 4, 1850. 

Ibhhe jp Suujvan 8, Daybspobt. (No. 307.) 

(502.) I. Ella Davenport, born April 24, 1863. 

(5l)3.) II. John Elhott Davenport, bom January 
17, 18G«. 

(504.) III. Clark Davenport, bom October 6, 
1872, died March 6, 1873. 

(505.) rV. Cora Ann Davenport, bom February 
17, 1875. 

Ibhub of MisY Hetty Davenpobt, (No. 319.) 
(Who Hurled BaiOuila L. Wblta.) 

(50fi.) L Infant eon, died November, 1871. 
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(507. ) II. Warren Lyttle, bom February 27, 1872, 
and died March 8, 1873. 

(508.) HI. George Bennett, bom March 2, 1874. 

TWENTY-FOURTH GENERATION. — Contixubd. 

Ihhue of John S. Davenport, (No. 311.) 

(509.) I. Julia Matilda Daven^wrt, bom January 
21, 1839. 

(510.) II. Martha Davenport, born January 21, 
1840. 

(511.) III. James Davenport, born December 17, 
1841. 

(512.) IV. Elizabeth Leverett DavenjK>i"t, bom 
December 27, 1843, and mariied to David Parka Fack- 
ler, November 17, 1875. 

(513.) V. John Sidney Davenport, Jr., bora atOs- 
we^jfo, X. Y., June 25, 1840. Pursued his preparatory 
Ktu<lie8 in Newr York. Entered Yale College in 1862, and 
received liis degree of Bachelor of Ai*ts from the same, 
in 180G, and of LL. B., from Harvard University in 
1809. Is now an Attorney and Counselor at Law in 
New York citv. Januarv 0, 1875, he was married to 
Marv Elizabeth Rintoul. 

4 

Ihhve of Theodo8ia Davenpokt, (No. 312.) 
(Who Married Uuiwcll 0. Whe<'ler.) 

(514.) I. John Davenport, of New Haven, born 
August 28, 1834, and studied at the Sheffield Scientific 
School in New Haven, and received the degree of Bach- 
elor of Philosophy from Yale College in 1858. He en- 
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t«red the army as Captain in the IStli R«g't of Ct, in the 
uumnier of 1862. In the Bpring of 1B61, he was taken 
pmoner at Plymouth, Va., while on the General's staff, 
and separated from his Regimeni He was talieu to 
Libby Frisoii, where he remained awhile, uid from 
thence was removed to Macon, Georgia. Afterwards 
he was couliDed at Columbia, Georgia, till December 
of tliat year, when after enduring great sufferings and 
hardshipa, at* a prisoner of war, he was exchanged, and 
returned home with impaired health. 

>[r. AMieeler has for many years been engaged in 
the extensive luauufacturing business established in 
New Haveu by his grandfather, John Alfred Daven- 
port, whose devotion to his country and liis countiy's 
cause was so ardent that liis memorialist remarks of 
him that " he cheerfully gave up two grandsons to tlie 
war; tlie one to an early and glorious death, the other 
to a long and martyr-like impriuonmeut, and declared 
his readiness, had he been thirty years younger, to go 
liimself to the front." 

Mr. Wheeler was married October 12, IStifi, to Miss 
Kate Fellows, daughter of R. H. Fellows, of New 

(515.) II. William, bom in the City of New York, 
August 14, 183<). Gra«luated at Yale 1855. 

The following notice of him is drawn from the Obit- 
uary Record of the Deceased Graduates of Yale College 
for 1864. ■' William Wheeler, younger eon of Russell 
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C. (Y. C. 1816,) and Tlieodosia (Davenport) Wheeler, 
fell in battle near Marietta, Ga., June 22, 18G4. He 
was bom in New York, August 14, 1836. During his 
college life the family removed to New Haven. 

After graduation he remained in New Haven, en- 
gaged in legal and other studies, till May, 1857, when 
he sailed for Europe. After passing the summer in 
travel, he continued the study of law during the winter 
of 1857-8, at the University of Berlin and he subse- 
quently visited Italy and Greece. 

He returned to New Haven in July, 1858, and 
in the next Spring, he entered the Law School at Cam- 
bridge, Mass., where he received the degree of LL. B. 
in 1800. He soon opened an office in New York City, 
and entered on the practice of his profession ; but 
when the rebellion began, he could not resist the call 
of his countrv, and first went to the defense of the 
Capitol, with the Seventh Reg. N. Y. S. N. G. in the 
s])ring of 1861. After this temporary service, he enlis- 
ted a company of men, many of whom were Germans, 
and re(jeived a commission, first as Lieutenant, and 
subsequently as Captain of the 13th Independent Bat- 
teiy of New York. In this artillery service he was ar- 
duously engaged until he was cut down by death. 

In the Shenandoah Valley and at Gettysburg, with 
the Army of the Potomac, and subsequently in the bat- 
tle of Lookout Mountain, and during the recent a^l- 
vance into Georgia, he bore a most honorable part. 
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As li)H bsttery was coDnected with no brigade, pro- 
motion alK)ve the rank of Captain was not possible for 
him witliout a clian^^e of service. He was, however, 
appointed Chief of Artillerj- on the Staff of (len. 
Gear)-, (2d Div, 20th Armj' Corps,) in which capacity 
he nerved with diHtinction. 

During an ewfjajtenient with the enemy, it waa neees- 
Bar>- for hia batter}- to hold an unoccupied position 
between the First and Second Divisions of his corps. 
Gen. Gear}' told him that he could ffive him no support 
from the infantrj-. 'Very well, I will support myself 
then,' was Capt Wheeler's reply. A few moments af- 
terwards a bullet fixmi a sharp ah<H>ter pierced his heart, 
and he fell insfamtly killed. 

HiH keen relish for knowledge, his quickness of per- 
ception anil his nobility of soul were strengthened by 
the army service ;— and bright hopes of scholarly dis- 
tinctiou were buried in this patriot's grave. 

His liody rests in Greenwood Cemetery. A Dis- 
course commemorative of bis life was preached in New 
Haven, July 17, by Prof. Timothy Dwigbt." 

(5Hi.) IIL Julia Davenport, bom November 10, 
1K44. 

(517.) rV. Themlosia Marj-, bom September 21, 
1847. 

(ItwuE or Rev. Javer Radcliffe Davenpobt, (No. 313.) 

(1)18.) I. Anna Whiting Davenport, bom Februa- 
ry 2, 1838. 
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(519.) IL John Alfred Davenport, bom February 
7, 1840. Graduated at Yale College in 1861. Receiv- 
ed the degree of A. M. from the same in 18(>4:, and the 
degree of Bachelor of Jjaws, from Harvard College, in 
1866. He was admitted to the Bar in the citv 
of New York, in 186i), where he has since prac- 
ticed his profession as a Counselor at Law. Was 
married to Mary Fairfax Morns, daughter of Goven- 
eur Morris of Morrisania, N. Y., August 16, 1874, at 
Rose Castle, CarHsle, England, by the Rt Rev. Lord 
Bishop of Carhsle, assisted by the Rev. Jas. R. Daven- 
port, 

(520) III. Mar}' Boorman Davenport, bom Feb- 
ruary 19, 1845, and married to Henry Eugene Alex- 
ander, of New York, January 28, 1869. 

(521. ) IV. Russell Wheeler Davenport, bom No- 
vember 26, 1849. He studied at the Sheffield Scien- 
tific School of New Haven and received the degree of 
Bachelor of Philosophy at Yale College in 1871. 
Issue of Maby Boobman Davenpobt, (No. 314.) 
(Who Married Joeiah W. Wlieeler.) 

(522.) I. Mary Boorman, born June 1837, and mar- 
ried October 15, 18()3, to Doctor Giovanni Ceccarini, 
of Rome, Italy. 

(528.) II. Elizabeth Davenport, bom Januarys 
1889. 

(524. ) III. James Boorman, born November 1842 ; 
died December 1842. 
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(325.) IV. W'illiaDi Rupell.born July 8. 1847, and 
died Janviftn- 10, 1852. 

(526.) V. Emilv M. Davenport. 

TWENTY-FOITRTH GENEKATION.- -Contihued. 
Ihhi'e nr Dka. THEOtKJBE Davenport. Jb., (No. 316.) 
(527.) I. HaiTiet Ctiesebrough Daveuport, bom 
Morcli Hi. 18(11. 

(528.) II. Theodore Davenport, bom in Stamford, 
Ct., Mftj- 7. 1865. 

(52!).) III. (leorjoa Elizabetli Davenport, Decetn- 
lM;r 1!), 1809 ; died September 7, 1875. 

(530.) IV. Jolm Dnveuixirt. Iioni in Stamford, 
Ct., June 2. 1871. and die«l September 7, 1875. 
I«HTK OK Maby Cakolise imvenpobt. (N.I, aeo.) 

(531.) I. Galen .\., Iwu Nr.vcmber 13, IS-'M ; 
died .\uRU»t 11, 1855. 

(511-2.) II. Edward B. Little, l»oru December 13, 
1855. 

(.=>:«. ) III. Galen A., Iwm November 23, 1857. 

(534. ) IV. Theodora Davenport, bom July 2. 1868. 

(535.) V. ■\VellH Daveujwrt, bom January' 22, 
1872. and died May 13, 1873. 

Ikhoe or Jahkh Bimibman Davespobt, (No. 321.) 

(536.) I. Mary Freeborn Davenport, born Octo- 
ber 16, 1872. 

(K17. ) IL Theodora Davenport, born March 7, 
1874. 
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(538.) in. John Davenport, born October 18, 
1876. 

TWENTY-FIFTH GENERATION. 
Irbuk of Isaac Gtould Davenport, (No. 348.) 

(539.) I. Isabella Augusta Daveni)ort, bom in 
New York, August 1, 1832, and died November 12, 
1832. 

(540.) II. Isabella Augusta Davenport, bom July 
25, 1833, and died December 17, 1844. , 

(541.) III. John William Davenport, born in New 
York, July 1, 1835, and died Februaiy 26, 1838. 

(542.) IV, Mary Jane Davenport, bom January 
31, 1838. Died young. 

(543.) V. John William Davenport, born in New 
York, January 12, 1831), and was married to Hauuah 
Holmes, March 27, 1860. He died April 3, 1863. 
TWENTY-FIFTH GENERATION. - Continued. 
Issue of Amzi Benedict Davenport, (No. 353.) 

(544.) I. John Isaacs Davenpoii:, bom in the city 
of BrooklN-n, N. Y., May 16, 1 843. He was at the Brooklyn 
Collegiate and Polytechnic Institute, for one or two 
years, and at the seminaiy of Rev. R. R Rice, in Stam- 
ford, Ct, for about the same time. In 1862, he began 
the study of law in the office of Hon. Lucian Birdseye, 
Ex-Judge of the Supreme Court in the State of New 
York, where he renuiined till the Fall of 1863. Durin^j 
the greater poi-tion of this period he was employed, at 
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night, on the reportorial staff of the Neio York Tribitne, 
and duriag the latter part of the time became a corres- 
pondent of that joumaL The same Autumn he ac- 
companied Major General Butler to Fortress Monroe, as 
his private secretary — the General having been assign- 
ed to the command of the Department of Virpinia and 
North Carolina, and the Army of the Jamea 

In the winter of 1863-4, Mr. Davenport was appoin- 
ted a Lieutenant in the Ist United States Colored Cav- 
alrj', and assigned to the General as his Aid de Camp 
and ^cretary. Early in 18(i4, he was made Assistant 
Provost Marshal, and subsequently organized and had 
sole charge of the Bureau of Military Information, in 
the Department and Army. 

Lieutenant Davenport was an active participant in 
all the important engagements of the Army of the 
James, notably in those of Druiy's Bluff, New Market, 
Bermuda Hundred, the assaults on Petersburg, the 
seige of Petersburg, kc. He was on several occasions 
placed in command of detachments of both infantry 
and cavalry, and sent into the enemy's country' for the 
purpose of breaking up rendezvous of bounty-jumpers, 
deserters, tie. In all these expeditions he was emi- 
nently successful, and received the thanks of the com- 
manding General. In March, 1865, he was brevetted 
Captain "for faithful and conscientious performance of 
duty." 

After the close of the war, while residing for a few 



326 SUPPLEMENT TO 

mouths in the family of General Butler, he resumed 
the study of the law, after which he returned to the 
eit\' of New York, and was admitted to the bar at the 
General Term of the Supreme Court in the Fall of 
1865, and soon after accompanied Hon. E. D. Morgan, 
then U. S. Senator fi-om New York, to the National 
Capital, as his private secretary. A few months after 
he was appointed to the charge* of the Washington 
bureau of the N**w York TrUnme^ as the successor of 
Gen. Carl Schurz, and in the latter part of March, 1866, 
became associated with Gen. Schurz in starting the 
Detroit Pout, at Detroit, Michigan. 

November 14th of that year, he was married at Al- 
leutown, St. Louis Co., Missouri, to Louise Eugenie 
Post, daughter of the late Dr. Louis Post, of St. Louis, 
previously, for many years, a pliysician of New York. 

Shortly after his man'iage, Mr. Davenport retired 
from the l>etroit Post, and, returning to New York, 
occupied an editorial position on the New York 7V/- 
Ifu/ie till May, 1867, when he severed his connection 
with the press, and began the practice of law. 

In the Fall of 1868, following the Presidential elec- 
tion of that yeai% he was retained by the Union League 
Club, of New York, as its Attorney to present to a 

9 

Committee of the House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States, the facts and witnesses as to the frauds 
committed in the city of New York at that election. 
This employment continued during portions of the 
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years 1869-1871. when, both ftt Wanhington and Alba- 
ny, Mr, Davenport wan engaged in drafting and pro- 
curing the passage of laws to protect the nf;ht of suff- 
rage. 

Ill 1870, he WHS appointed United States Commis- 
sioner, by Hon. Lewis B. Wootlruff, Judge of the U. S. . 
Circuit Court, and in 1871, received the office of Chief 
Supervisor of Elections under the Enforcement Act of 
CougresM of 1871, for Promoting the Purity of the 
Elective Franchise. Of the nature and extent of the ser- 
vice here rendered some idea may be formed from 
the following extracts epitomized hroiu an editorial in 
the Nyii- 1'<"-j1' Timex, of October 31, IST'i, entitled, 
"Commissioner Davenport's Work."* 

'"Thuvork uf r«t{iHtititiaD now cloHed, halt b^tngoingon ior 
iu»tithH witli H qalet HyHtem na<l enet^y wbicU reflpntH the 
(jTviitcHt cn'ilit npon itn niitbnr, Mr. DnveDjMiit. the Chief Sn- 
jierviiioT of Eleotiona. The work whh comiuenc:ed8omemontbB 
ninuc, by drawinff off trata the United KtateH CeiunK of 187(1 
- thi' nam^H of nil ninleH over eleven yenm of nge. ThcHe nameii 
were iirninged under the niimbem of the hoiiReK in wbli^h they 
reoidFd, and nil the reKJiIentH on each Hiugle block were brought 
into <i book by thcmuelveH, thnii reqiiirinH nbout 2,600 bookii. 
Bat ln:niilen thih. the mimea of all umle» over eleven yearn of age. 
were alKO nTningr<l in forty-two hnge volumes, iilphubetically, 
HO that if the name of nji.v man Ih given, the pUce of IiIh resi- 
deno' at the time of the CenKtis of 1870 was t&ken can be at 
oHL'i- nnuertained. If he removeH, his migrntionii van be traced 
anil noted intlieiuime boulcH. In both theHe records the details 
of age, nativity, and naturalization appear on from the ceiunH. 
Fnini the Hoard of Health records, names of deaths are check- 
ed off. and also convictions of crime and pardons, as found in 
the office iif the Hecretarj' of State. The books made np fW)m 
the o^nKiiH show about 350,000 oameH of which about 20,000 are 
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In 187(), upon the recommeudation of several of the 
most prouiiuent citizens of New York and Washington, 
Mr. Davenport received the additional appointuieut, 
under Judge Alexander Johnson, of Clerk of the Urn- 
disposed of by the deaths and convictions. Even if we were to 
stop here the magnitude of the work would be something ap- 
paling. Three hundred and fifty thousand names, with all 
their personal details, have been arranged, first, under hoaseB 
in which they reside, and then brought into separate books by 
blocks, and, secondly, the same names have been arranged, 
alphabetically in the same manner that the Directory givea 
them; but while the Directory contains only 211,244 names, 
Mr. Davenport's record contains 350,000 names. Besides this 
Mr. Davenport has procured maps showing the nature of the 
buildings upon every lot in the City, and these maps are regu- 
larly corrected every thirty days. There can, therefore, be no 
more registering from vacant lots, churches or unoccupied 
buildings as has been frec^uent hitherto. The names register- 
ed in 1871 are then compared with the regyjter of 1872, and all 
changes noted. 

•Davenport's census,' as the reporters are fond of calling it. 
contains the name of every male in the city, of mature age. 
The registration in 1872, was 21,0(X) less than in 1868. We 
say again we shall have an honest election this year, for the 
first time in years, and our citizens will owe that to the un- 
etjualled ability, energy, and industry of John I. Davenport. 
With a knowledge of this fact, they will know how to appreci- 
ate the interested abuse which has been showered upon him 
for a few weeks past." 

A few days biter, the same paper, in summing up the results 
of the election, adds, ** Among the men who have done well in 
bringing about the magnificent triumph of Grant and Dix in 
this state, we should not omit to mention Commissioner Dav- 
enport-, who has been rewarded for his services by the most 
' liberal ' abuse. But he can have the satisfaction of knowing 
that it it had not been for his untiring exertions, no honest 
vote would have been approximately possible in this city." 
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ted states Circuit Court, for the Southeru District of 
New York, in the place of Keuneth G. AVhit«, resigned — 
all of which positions he is pretiunied still to bold dur- 
ing good behavior and the pleasure of the Court. 

Coinmissiouer Davenport is at present engaged in 
preparing for publicati[>u a work of some three huu- 
dre<l pages, entitled, ' Election Frauds and tlieir Pre- 
vention — or, a Historj' of New York Elections Past and 
Present." 

(546.) II, Albert Barnes Davenport, born in 
Brooklyn, N, Y , April 3, 1H45. Married Nov. 24, 1868, 
to Delia Minerva Crofut, daughter of Henry Crofut, 
of Danbury, Ct Is now a merchant in New York. 

(r>47.) III. Frances Marin Davenport, born in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Februai^- 27, 18i«. and died at New 
Canaan, Ct., August Vi, 1848. Buried at Greenwood. 

(548.) rV, Jane Joralemon Davenport, bom in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., May 20, 1852. Diedat East Hampton, 
L. I.. August 11, ISS-I. Buried at Greenwood. 

(549.) V, Henr3' Benedict Davenport, bom in 
Brooklj-n, N. Y.. June 1, 1854. Married June fi, 1877, 
at CTeveland, Ohio, by Bev. AViu. H. Jeffera, D. D., to 
Flore D. Lufkin, daughter of Prof. A. D. Lufkin, of 
that city. Resides in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

(550.) VI. James Pierpont Davenport, bom in 
Brooklj-n, N. Y., July 27, 1856. He pumied his pre- 
paratory studies at Williiiton Seminary, Eastfaampton, 
Mass.; and received the degree of Bachelor of Arts at 
Yale College, New Haven, June 28, 1877. 
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At the planting of the Ivy, on the previous Tuesday, 
the following, composed by young Davenport, was sung^ 
by his classmates. 

IVY ODE. 

By Jameh r. Davenpdrt. 

Air -'* AbscfteitV 

I. 
The Ivy, bright Ivy, with rich n>be of green. 

Rich robe of green, 
And a glorj^ without decfty, 
Conceals 'neath its verdure the roughnesR unseen, 

Hidden, unseen. 
Of the ruin deserted and grey. 
E'en so shall this hour, of union the List, 
Hide deep from our siglit every vain trouble past^ 
And each fancy of discord and envy shall screen. 

Tenderly screen. 
From the joys of this parting day. 

II. 

The Ivy, tirm Ivy, that gmces the wall, 

Graces the wall 
Of the ancient, decaying tower. 
Supports* an<l makes strong with its close tendrils small. 

Firm, although smalL 
And upholds it with gentle power. 
E'en so every tie of our past college life. 
That comes through a union in pleasure and strife, 
Ilecives a new strength that is greater than all. 

Greater than all. 
From the mem'rv of this blest hour. 

III. 

^lay the Ivy, blest Ivy, that here we bestow. 

Sadly bestow, 
In the thought of the years gone before. 
With each swift passing season spring upward and grow. 

Steadily grow 
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With new beauty and grace ever moro. 
And witli it nmy grow, lui the years patu tiway, 
Tlio rriradKhip nnil love tLitt our henrtti feel to-day ; 
TLnt tb(«e luny nnite uh. where'er we luay go. 

With H til' tliBt nhiill pnrt never more. 

{ri'A.) VII. irurti^flrct DiiuoD Davenport, was I>om 
ill Bi-ookljn, N. Y., October 27. IHSH.hikI died Novem- 
ber it, 1S62. Buried at Greenwooil. 

(S52.) ^TII, William Edwards Davenport, born 
at Davenport Hidao. Staiufonl. Ct, August 31, 1862. 

(553.) IX. Theodore Dwiglit Davenport, (twin 
mm.) boru at Davenpoi-t Ridge, Stamford, Anrrust 31, 
lKli-2. Died at the sumo place. July 23, ISli^. Buried 
at Greenwood. 

(554.) X. Mary Vei-o Davenport, bom in Itrook- 
h-n. N. I'., May 2. 18(>4. 

(555.) XI, Charles Benedict Davenport, liorn at 
Davenport Ridge, Stamford. June 1, lKf!(i. 

(55G.) XIL FraneeB (iardiuer Davenport, bom at 
Daveniwrt Ridge, Stamford, April 30, 1870. 
IwiTE OF Jfliuk Davespokt, (No. 35i,) 

(557.) I. liVilliam Bates Davenport, born in New 
York city, Marcli 10, 1847. He pursued his prepara- 
tory' studies iu Brooklyn, N. Y. Waa a member of 
Yule College, Claw of 1807, and, entering on the study 
of law, waH aduiittod to the bar in 1870. Ibuow an At- 
to(ne\' and Ctwiiiselor at Law, In Brooklyn, N. Y. 

He wan married, June 4, 1868, to Miss Carrie G. 
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Peckhani, of Westerly, R. L, who died in 1871. Mai 
ried 2d to Miss Lottie Sheperd, at St John's (Protei 
tant Episcopal) Church, Elizabetli, N. J., September ! 
1874 

(558.) 11. Julius Bates Davenport, bom in Ne^ 
York, June 24, 1849. 

(559.) III. Alexander Milne Davenport, bom i 

Brooklyn, N. Y., September 15, 1851. Married Mai 
1874, by Rev. Tlieodore L. Cuyler, D. D., to Matild 
Child 

(5<)0.) rV. Mary Theodora, l>om in Brooklyn, ^ 
Y., June 25, 1856. Graduated at the Packer CoUegi 
ate Institute, Brooklyn, 1876. 

(5()1.) y. Charles Davenport, born and died Octo 
ber 6, 1859. 

IsHUE OF Harriet A. Davenport, (No. 272.) 
(Who Married I-niitha Ooinsttx^k.) 

(562.) I. (xeorge William, born in New Canaan 
November 22, 1845, and married to Clara Louisa Luf 
kin, daupfhter of Prof. A. D. Lufkin, of Cleveland, Ohio 
by whom he has had Walter Vivian, born at Omaha 
Nebraska, January' 28, 1870, and who died June 25 
1870 ; and Arthur Bennett, born in New York, Decern 
ber 24, 1872, and who died Februaiy 1877. Is now i 
merchant in Buffalo, N. Y. 

(568.) Frances Maria, born October 26, 1848 ; diec 
January 9, 1849. 
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(5fi4.) m. Sarfth Elizabeth, born November 24, 
1849 ; died Augfuat 4, 1855. 

(5C5.) IV. May Catharine, bom July 3, 1854. 

(566.) Mary Jane, bom July 12, 1856 ; died Sep- 
tember 12, 1855. 

(567.) VI. Jesse Date, bora Febmary 27, 1857 ; 
died August 14, 1857. 

TWENTY-FIFTH QENERATION. 
Issue of Geoboe Ditenpobt, {No, 366.) 

(568.) I. HeleD Maria Davenport, bora at Daven- 
port Ridge, Stamford, April 19, 1851. Married to 
Henry Lockwood, of North Stamford, by Rev. Josiah 
Peabody, April 24, 1872. 

(569.) n. Oeorgiana Davenport, bom at Daven- 
port Ridge, Staruford, April 23, 1858. 

T\VENTY-FIFTH GENERATION.— CoKTiNtiED. 

luHPE or JAMBB ADODBTDB D*VBIJPOBT, (No. 366.) 

(570.) I. Charles Francis Davenport, born May 
5, 1841. Married to Grace Quinan, of Mew York. 
January 13, 1863. She died May 13, 1872. 

Married, 2d, to Mary Ann Marshall, February 21, 
1876. Mr. D. vrent to Washington on the breaking 
out of the rebellion with the 7th Regt, of New York. 
He was obliged to return home from tdckness. On his 
recovery he rejoined his regiment at Washington, and 
Gen. Scott expressed his thanks, that under God, the 
7th Regiment had saved Washington. He was for 
many years a member of the New York Stock Board. 
His present residence is at Elizabeth, N. J. 
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(571.) n. George Ralsey Davenport, bom Feb. 
19, 1843. Married March 6, 1863, to Matilda Furman. 
(572.) m. Emma Louisa Davenport., bom De- 
cember 17, 1846 ; died October 16, 1854. 

(573.) IV. Jane Amanda Davenport, bom Sept. 
13, 1848. Married Clement C. Moore, June 28, 1871. 

(574.) V. Martha Adelaide Davenport, bom March 
4, 1852. Married to Charles Frederick Mullins, Aug- 
gust 28, 1873. 

Issue of Isaac Lewis Davenpobt, (No. 367.) 
(575.) I. Sarah Andreas Daveni>ort, bom October 
16, 1847. 

T^\^NT Y-FIFTH GENERATION. —Continued. 
Issue op Chableb A. Davenport, (No. 376.) 

(570.) L Sarah Louisa Davenport, born in Wil- 
ton, August 5, 1832, and manied October 15, 1856, 
Gerardus P. Adams, of South Nonvalk. 

(577.) IL Emily Davenport, bom June 18, 1834, 
and married Augustus Whitlock, of Wilton, October 
18, 1853. 

(578.) III. Rev. John Gaylord Davenport, was 
born in Wilton, Ct., November 24, 1840. He gradua- 
ted at Williams College, Mass., in 1863, and studied 
Divinity at the Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, 18(54-5, and with Rev. Mark Hopkins, D. D., 
while Tutor at Williams College, 1865-7. Was mar- 
ried November 29, 1866, to Alice Westcott, of Wilton, 
Ct. Was ordained to the work of the ministry', by a 
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Congregational Council, and inetalled over the Park 
Street Congregational Churcli, in tlie City of Bridge- 
port, Ct, July 1, 18Ca 

This CliuTcb was organized January 15, 1868. 'Mr. 
Davenport lias been its only pastor, and both his min- 
istrations in the ptdpit, and bis pastoral labors among 
bis people, have been abundantly blessed. His has 
been an active, working Church; and, with the co-ope- 
ration of pastor and people, this Body of Christ hag 
been greatly enlarged and extended. Mr. Davenport 
engages in the ministry as a work of joy and delight, 
bearing the messages of that Gospel, which proclaims 
Ohry lo Ood in the Higheri, and on earth j/raiii Ut good- 
irilliny nu'n. lu Ills visits to the householders of his 
dock, lie is wont to carry this original benediction: 

"Peace be within this hotjse ! 
(lod's benediction filling every heart 
With sweet contentment and with brightening hope. 

As the swift years depart! 

May the dear earthly home 
A living symbol of the heavenly be, 
'Till God shall gather all we love to share. 

His blest eternity. 

Affefiionati'ty ;/our jHwtor, . 
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Ihsue of John Davenpobt, (No. 378.) 

(579.) I. Samuel Davenport, bom in Wilton, Ct., 
October 15, 1847. Was sergeant in the 7th Regiment 
of U. S. Cavaky, and died near Fort Wallace, Kansas, 
July 30, 18G1 

(580.) n. Thomas Davenport, bom Sept^B, 1849. 

(581.) m. Daniel B. Davenport, bom February 
19, 1851 and died August 23. 1852. 

(582.) VI. Helen L. Davenport, bom April 9, 1866, 
and married to James A. Kehlbeck, October 28, 1876. 

(583. ) V. Charles A. Davenport, bom May 31 , 1867. 

(584.) \1, Katie H. Davenport, bom July 19, 1869. 

(585. ) VII. Frank B. Davenport, born October 31 , 
1861. 

(58().) VIIL John Davenport, Jr., bom June 1, 
18(54. 

(587.) IX. Sarah M. Davenport, bom December 
5, 18G6, and died October 1, 1870. 

(588.) X. Susan E. Davenport, bom December 2, 
18(58, and died October 1, 1870. 

(589.) XI. Elizabeth H. Davenport, bom January 
17, 1872. 

T WENT Y-FIFTH GENERATION. -Continued. 
Ihhue of William Henry Davenport, (No. 384.) 

(590.) I. Lottie M. Davenport, bom May 27, 
18(3(5. 

(591.) II. Minnie M. Davenport, bom August 15, 
1807. 
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(592.] III. Deodate S. Davenport, bom Febniaiy 
23. 18ffil. 

(593.) rV. Jay Beverly Davenport, bom October 
3U, 1S71. 

iHRtrK op WiLLim Yuima Davikpdbt, (No. 366. ) 
(594.) I. William Albert Davenport, bom Octo- 
Wr 1, 1855. 

(595.) II. John Leecis Davenport, born November 
7, 1857. 

(596.) III. Fanny Maria Davenport, bom July 2, 
1870. 

Ihhdi of Carolihk Datbnpobt. (No. 387.) 
(WUo Hirrtcd WllUun H. Jinnu.l 

(597.) I. Ooorgiana, bom October 14, 1855. 

(598.) II. Caroline Isabella, bom June 1, 1867. 

(599.) III. EniUy E. bora August 10, 1H61. 

(fiOO.) IV. William Grant, bom in Stamford, 
March 31, 1S05. 

(COl.) V. Edward Davenport, born in Stamford, 
June 24, 1870. 

(602.) VI. Galen A., bom Octobpr 3, 1873. 
IiunTE OF Sakab Da\kkpobt. (No. 392.) 
(Wlia M>n1«il jDwpb H. Butlrr,) 

(603.) I. Winfred Davenport, bom in Brooklyn, 
N. Y., April 6, 1866. 

(604.) II. Reua, l>om December 20, 1868. Died 
June 2, 1871. 
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(605.) III. Lemuel CampbeU, bom in Ponus 
street, New Canaan, October 9, 1872. 

(606.) IV. Sarah Emily, bom March 6, 1877. 

Issue of Eiolt S. Dayjcnpobt, (No. 394.) 
(Who Married Everard D. Bei^amin.) 

(607.) L William Everard, bom in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, October 8, 1872. 

TWENTY-FIFTH GENERATION.— Continukd. 

Issue of Mary Ann Davekpobt, (No. 398.) 

(Who Married Dr. Charles B. White. U. 8. A.) 

(608.) I. Frances, bom June 7, 1870. 

(609. II. Mary Stui-ges, born August 28, 1871. 
Died September 10, 1871. 

(610.) m. Katharine, bom November 14, 1872. 

(611.) IV- Edith, bom March 27, 1875. 

(612.) V. Winifred, bom, January 18, 1877. 
Issue of Cuabl.es Oscab Davenpobt, (No. 404. ) 

(613.) I. Frank Eugene Davenport, bom in Wil- 
ton, December 18, 1871, and died April 18, 1877. 

TWENTY-FIFTH GENERATION. -Continued. 
Issue of John R. Davenpobt, (No. 448.) 

(614.) I. Henry Caldwell Davenport, bom No- 
vember 24, 1871. 

(615.) n. Grace Davenport, born July 17, 1873. 
Issue of Caroline A. Davenpobt, (No. 450.) 
(Who Married Henry R. Cooper.) 

(616.) I. Mary Thomhill, born January 18, 1H76. 
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ItmrE OP WiLLUM St. John Davespobt, (No. 455.) 
(017.) I. Williftm Taylor Davenport, born Feb- 
niaiy 8, 1809. 

(018.) II. Bessie St, Johu Davenport, born Aug- 
guat 18, 1870. and died October 18, 1870. 

((Jiy.) III. Frederick St. Jobti Davenport, bom 
March 31, 1872. 

(620.) rv. George Bailey Davenport, bom Octo- 
ber 4, 1873. 

(621. ) V. Clarence Rapelyea Davenport, bom 
September 13, 1875. 

iHavB or WiLUAM Wbbstbb Davbsport, {No. 461.) 
(622.) I, Milton Webster Davenport, bom in New 
Canaan, March 11, 1877. 

Issue of Eev. Hembv A. Davbnpobt, (No. 4G3.) 
(623.) I. Henrj- Davenport, bom in New York. 
May 17, 1870. 

TWENTY-FIFTH QENEHATION.— Continitbd. 

Ihhueof Fahny Davbnpobt, (No. 4G9.) 

iWtao Uirrled WlUlun A.OUbnIth.l 

<624.) I. Fannie D. bom April 14, 1852. 

(625.) IL John waiiani, born June 12, 18G0. 

(620.) III. Davenport, bora April 8, 1862. 
(laaiTE OF William R. Davespobt. (No. 471.) 

(G27.) I. Mary Elizabeth Davenport, bom, No- 
vember 28, 1857. 

(028.) II. Charlea William Davenport, bora in . 
Erie, Pa., June 20, 1860. 
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(629.) m. Frank Roswell Davenport, bom in 
Erie, Pa., April 27, 1865, 

(630.) IV. Helen Louise Davenport, bom, Janu- 
ary 17, 1867. 

Issue of Samuel A. Davenpobt, (No. 472. ) 

(631.) I. Catharine Dudley Davenport, bom in 
Erie Pa., November 23, 1863. 

Issue of Mabilla P. Davenport, (No. 474.) 
(Who Married Henry B. Plummer. 

(632.) L Henr>% bom December 11, 1867. 
(633.) IL Fanny Galbraith, bom March 23, 1869. 
(634.) ni. Elvira Gilmore, born January 8, 1870. 
(635.) rV. Margaret, bom in Franklin, Venango 
Co.. Pa., December 24, 1875. 

TWENTY-FIFTH GENERATION. —Continued. 
Issue of James P. Davenport, (No. 492.) 

(636.) I. Ada May Davenport, born in Nevada 
City, California, October 20, 1875. 

Issue of Adelaide Viboinia Davenpobt, (No. 494.) 
(Who Uarriod Marcellos 8. Deal.) 

(637.) I. Grrove Davenport, bom in Nevada City, 
California, March 10, 1868. 

(638.) II. Virginia Vere, bom January 12, 1870. 

(639.) in. ^'Baby" born May 28, and died May 
31, 1871. 

(640.) IV. Maril Lenore, born July 19, 1872. 

(641.) V. Marcelle Somerfield, bom April 16, 
1874. 
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TWEKTY-FIFTH GENERATION.— Cowrniru). 
Ihhve up John S. Divenpobt, Jr., (So. 613.) 
(042.) I. Elizabeth I-everett DaTenport, bom Oc- 
tober -20, l«7r.. 

{(y^i.) IL John Sidney Daveniwrt, bom in New 
York, May 30, 1877. 

ItMi-BOFJuHN Alfred Datbnpobt, (No. 51».) 
(644.) I. Beatrice Cary Davenport, bom at the 
old floveiieur Morris mauHiou, Morrisania, N. Y., Au- 
gimt2l, 1H75. 

ImiiE OF Mimv Bodbman Davbnpoht, (No. S20.) 
(Wbn niHTlol UeaiT EuRcno AlcunihiT.) 

(lUt't.) I. Margaret Davenport, bom November 10, 
18(ii). 

(640.) II. Mabel Whiting, bom Febmary 5, 1872. 

{Ml.) III. Eugene Davenport, bom May 10, 1875. 

TWENTYJ^IXTH GENEKATION. 

Ihhi'e of Jobn I. Davbnpubt, (No. 544.) 

(048.) I. LouiKe Post Davenport, born in New 
York city, September 4, 18(17. 

(040.) II. Benjamin Butler Davenport, bom in 
Xew York, May 1(1, 1871. 

(liSO.) III. John Havens Davenport, liom in New 
York, January- 21. 1H73. 

(O.'il.) IV. Maiy Davenport, bom August S, 1874. 

iHSrE IIV ALBBBT BABNEtl DlVENPnBT, (No. 546.) 

(U52.) I. Albert Shelton Davenport, bom in New 
York city, March 20, 1«72. 
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(658. ) II. Laura Nichols Davenport, bom April 3, 
1875. 

Ibhue of WnxiAM Bates Davenpobt, (No. 557.) 

(654.) I. Edith Hoxie Davenport, born in Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., June 8, 1870; died June 5, 1872. 

rWENTY-SIXTH GENERATION. -Continited. 
Ihhue of Chakleh F. Davenport, (No. 570.) 

(655.) L Daisy Quinan Davenport, bom Jul^- 1, 
1864. 

(656.) II. Eflfie Davenport, bom September 20, 
1865. 

(()57.) III. Charlie Davenjx)rt, bom in Elizabeth, 
N. J., May 12, 1872. 

Ihsue of Georoe Ralhey Davenport, (No. 571.) 

(658.) I. Emma Louisa Davenport, bom Decem- 
ber 5, 1864. 

(659.) II. Henry Augustus Davenport, bom No- 
vember 12, 1869. 

(()60.) Charles Francis Davenport, bom January 
31, 1871. 

IsBUE OF Jane Amanda Davenport, (No. 573.) 
(Who Married Clement C. Moore.) 

(661.) I. William Bryant, bom November 8, 1872. 
(662.) II. Frederick Davenport, bom Sept. 25, 1870. 
Issue of Martha Adelaide Dvenport. (No. 574. ) 
(Who Married CharleH F. Mulling.) 

(663.) I. Francis Russell, bom July 6, 1876. 



^ 
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TWENTY4^IXTHr.ENEH\T10N.— CosTiNiTED. 

IlWDE OF EUILV DjtVENPOBT. (No. 6TT. ) 

(Who Mirrlod AuKantuo WtalUwk.) 

(tiH4.) I. Minnie Louise, bom May 22, 18S5, and 
died February 17, 185«. 

{ma.) II. Emmn Louise, born December 13, 1K58, 

(l>fi«.) III. Chftriefi Wilbur, born in Wilton, Ct., 
.Tfinuary 1(1, 1802. 

(()(i7.) rV. Carrie Augusta Davenport, bom Au- 
JJUBt Ifi, IStill. 

Ihht-e cif Rev. John G. DivEMpnRT, (No. 57S.) 

(t>ti8.) I. Clarence Gaylord Davenport, bom April 
21, lH(iH. 

((ifiO.) II. Lilian Louina Davenport, bom June 23, 
1H74. (This child of tlie H(""t generation in deHCcnt 
from Rev. .Tolm DaveniMjrt, waH baptized, September 
12. 187'), by Uev. Leonaivl Ba<-on. D.D.. the iiiiilh in 
suc-ceHaiou, from tlie Haid Joliu Davenport, in the \iivi- 
toral office .if the First Church in New Haven.) 

(1)70.) III. Maiy Lindley Davenport, bom in 
Bridgepoi-t, Ct., March 12, 1877. 
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AN EPISTLE 

To THE Reader, J^- John Davenport, Prefixed to The 
Chribtian's Dailv Walk, in Holy Security and Peace 
Aa, &c., by Hskby ScruDEK, teacher of the Word, 
Rector and Faator of the Church of CollingbomduBiat, 
in WiUfshire, England. " Thine ears uhall hear a 
Yoice behind thee sajnng thia is the way, walk ye in 
it."— Iha. xxx: 21. The Eighth Edition corrected 
and eulart;ed by the Author. London ; l(i42. 



THE EPISTLE TO THE READER. 

Tlie Hearaliing oat of man'M trne happioesB hath eieToised 
the witn and penu nf many pbilonopberH and ilivineH with a ilir- 
frrent HQoceHH. 

1. Some by a mi stake of the end have erred abont tbemeanit. 
All tbeir enterpriHen have ended in vanit; and vexation, whilst 
they have caught at the Hhadow of fmit in a hedge of thorca. 
and have neglected the tree itnelf, whence the fruit Wight 
have been gathered with more certainty and letw tronble. I 
marvel not at Vnrro's report of (288) Heveral opinioUB about tbiH 
Hnbject, when I oonnider man's natural corruption, whose na- 
deratanding is oo darkened (Epb. iv:18.) that {an thotie Sodom- 
ites were weary in seeking the door of Lot'H bouse, ) (Oen. xix : 
11,) BO in vain have tbe wisest heathen sought the happineait, 
which (tboagb like blind men, they groped after it) they conid 
never find ; and bis apiritual appetite and taste are bo distem- 
pered tbnt ho can jndge of the chief good, no better than tbe 
aiok man can do of the beat mealn. 

9. Others, having tbe eyes of tbeir understanding enligbten- 
od. (Epb. i: 18,) and their senses eierciHed to discern both 
good and evil, have concloded that mon'a trae happineM con- 
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Hists in the bouI'b enjoyment of God, by a holy conformity and 
Hweet communion with him. 

For what else is true happiness than the enjoyment of the 
chief good ? And that Grod is the chief good appears in this, 
that all the properties, which raise up goodness to the highest 
top of perfections, are in Ood only. For he is the most pure, 
perfect universal, primary, unchangeable, communicative, de- 
sirable and delightful good : the efficient pattern, and utmost 
end of all good ; without whom there is neither natural, moral, 
nor spiritual good in any creature. Our conformity to him the 
Apostle Peter expresseth, when he saith, that the saints are 
made partakers of the Divine nature ; that is, they are renewed 
in the spirit of their mind, and have put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness, and true holiness. 
So that they have. First, a new light in their understanding fac- 
ulty, that they know God, not only as Creator, but as Redeemer 
also of the world, and whilst they behold, as in a mirror, the 
glory of the Lord, with open face, they are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. 
This knowledge is begun in this life, in the knowledge of faith, 
and shall be perfected in the life to come, in the knowledge of 
sense ; this is in a gbiss : that shall be face to face. Secondly, 
they have a new life in their will and affections, that is, the}- 
have disposition and inclinations in their hearts, suitable, and 
conformable to the directions of the Word ; this the Apostle 
Paul intended, when he said of the Romans that they had 
obeyed from the heart, the form of doctrine, whereunto they 
were delivered. He saith not, which was delivered unto you, 
but whereunto you were delivered, that* is, the Word is as 
a mould, whereinto being cast, you are fashioned according to 
it. Hence it is, that the saints are said to be sealed with the 
Holy Spirit, because as the seal leaves its print upon the wax, 
so the Spirit makes holy impressions in the soul ; this is called 
the writing of the law in our hearts : in allusion whereunto 
the Apostle compares the hearts of believers to tfrbles. the min- 
isters to pens, the Spirit to ink (without which the pen can 
write nothing, ) and the affections or conversation of these be- 
lievers to an epistle, and this is said to be read and understood 
of all men, when they walk as examples of the rule : 2 Cor. iii, 2 :3. 

3. Hence it is that godliness hath a self-sufficiency joined 
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with it, (t Titn. vi :6. } Becanne a ii)iui is now in aommimiou with 
God. whose face when a man beholds iu righteonaneHs, he 
Hhall be satisfied with bis image; (Fs. xvii: IG. ) Hence comes 
that peace of coascienoe, joy nnspeakable anil glorious, and 
that holj triamph and exaltation of spirit, which yon may ob- 
seTTe in the Apostle Paul- 
Having briefly showed what this conformity and commnnion 
with (lod is. I will add one or two words more to make it man- 
itefit. that only those are truly happy who are in Lhis estate. I 
may spare quotations of writers, who concar in this opinion. 
None of sonnd judgment have denied it; the beat schoolmen 
have determined and couolnded it; and there is good reason 
for it. For. flrHt. m^'s ntmost end is, that it may be perfectly 
well with him, which he can never attain nnto without commn- 
nion with Gk>d, who is the chief of spirits and the best of goods. 
Other thingH are desired, as saboidinate to this. The body ia 
&IT the soul, as the matter for iU form, or the instrument for 
its ai(ent. Human wisdom and moral virtues are desired not 
for themselveii, but for the fruit that is expected by Lhem. as 
glory, pleasure, anil riches. Fame or glorj' is desired. Dot so 
mnch for itself, on for the opinion of others; whence it ia called 
lioxa- Worldly and bodily pleasures are excessively desired, 
as drink in a fever or dropsy; better it is to be witbont the mal- 
ady than to enjoy that remedy. Eiches are desired not for 
themselves, but for the substance of life. Life is notsomnch 
desired fi>r itself, as for the enjoyment of happinesii, which, 
when a man hath sought in the labyrinth of earthly vanities, 
after much vexation, and disqnietment of spirit, he mnut con- 
clude, that it isonly'n that truest and chiefest good, which is 
the fountain whence trae delight first floweth and the object 
wherein at last it resteth. 

Secondly, That is man's happiness, in the possession and en-* 
joyment whereof his heart resteth best satisfied. Bo far a man 
is from true happiness as he is from full contentment in that 
which he enjoys. The bee would not ait upon so many flowers 
if she could gather honey enough from any one, neither would 
Solomon have tried ho many conclusions, if the enjoyment of 
any creature could have made him happy. Would you know 
(he cause why so msuy (like Ixion) make love to shadows and 
leave the substance, or [that I may speak in a better phrase) 
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forsake the fountain of living water, and dig to themselves 
broken cisterns that will hold no water ? Briefly, it is becsnse 
man, who in his pride would have seen as much as God, is now 
become so blind, that he seeth not himself. For, if men knew 
either the disposition of their souls by creation, or the distem - 
per of their souls by corruption, they would easily escape this 
delusion. 

1. The soul is a spiritual substance, whose original is from 
God, and therefore its rest must be in God ; as the rivers run 
into the sea, and as every body rests in its center. The noblest 
faculties are abased, not improved, abused, not employed, vexed 
not satisfied, when they are yoked and subjected to these infe* 
rior objects, as when Nebuchadnezzar fed fmongst beasts ; Or 
when, as they that were brought up in scarlet embraced the 
dung. Or as when servants rode on horse-back, and masters 
walked like servants on the ground. Or as when seventy 
kings, like dogs, did eat bread under Adoni-bezek's table, 
(Judges i : 7. ) Or as when Sampson made the Philistines mer- 
ry with his eyes put out. 

2. ("onsider the soul as it is now in this state of corruption, 
nothing can now content it but that which can cure it. The 
soul is full of sin, which is the most painful sickness; hence 
the prophet compares wicked men to the raging waves of the 
sea, that is never at rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 
What will you do to comfort him that is heart-sick? Bring 
him the choicest delicacies ; he cannot relish them. Compass 
him about with merry company and music ; it is tedious and 
troublesome to him. Bring him to a better chamber, lay him 
in an easier bed ; all will not satisfy him. Bring the physician 
to him, then he conceives hope ; let the physician cure him of 
his distemper, and then he will eat coarser meat with a better 
stomach and sleep on a harder bed, in a worse chamber, with a 
more quiet and contented heart. 

Just so it is with a guilty conscience, though he is not al- 
ways sensible of it. What comfort can his friends give him, 
when God is his enemy ? What delight can he take in his 
stately buildings, or frequent visits, who may expect, even this 
night, to have his soul fetched away from him and to be cast 
into hell amongst devils ? What is a golden chain about a lep- 
rous person, or the richest apparel upon a dead carcass ? Or, 
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what ooinrort will a costly bunquet yield to a condemned male- 
ffkclor wbo is now going to execution ? Hnrely no more than 
Adam found, w'uoa hu bad lionej in the garden, or thou Ha- 
man had wh«& AbosaeruH frovned on him, in the banquet. On 
the other side, let a. man bo in peace with God, and in a aweet 
romniunion enjoy the inSuence of heavenly graces and com- 
fortH in hiH tioal. he can rejoice in tribniation. niug in priij- 
OD. solace himnelf in death, and comfort hiu aoul ^ainit prin- 
cipalitieH, and iHiwent, tribulation, and angnish, height, and 
depth, things preHcnt, and things to come. Tbia trae happi- 
netiH which all men desire (but moHt miss it by miHtaking the 
ready way conducing to it) ia the anbjeet mattet of this book. 
Here yoa Hhall leam the right way of peace. How a man may 
do every day's duty couseiouably. and bear every day's croaa 
eomfortably ; receive it thankfully and read it carefnlly. 

Objection I. But thin oonrne tH too strict. * 

Ans. In boilily disteoiperH we Hccount that phyHician the 
widest and best, who regards more the health than the will of 
the patienL The can'enter squares his work by the rule, not 
the rule by his work. Uh, miserable man, what an antipathy 
against truth is in this ctirsed corrupted nature, which had 
rather perish by false principles than be saved by receiving 
and obeying the truth. Bat, secondly, as it is strict, so it is 
necessary, and in thnt case, strictness doth not blunt but sharp- 
en the edge of industry to dnty. Therefore, saith our (iaviour, 
strive to enter in at the strait gate, that is. therefore, strive to 
enter lieoause the gate is strait. 

Brailford well cam]>arpd the way of religion to a narrow bridge, 
over a large and deep river, from which the least turning away 
is dangerous. We see into what a gulf of misery Ailsn plung- 
ed hiaself and his posterity, by stepping aside Irom Clod's 
way. Therefore forgot not these rules of the Apostles : Walk 
circumspectly and make straight steps to your feet, lest that 
which is halting be turned out of the way. 

Ohjeetion IL But many of (h)d's children attain not to this 
strictness, yet ore saved. 

Ans. It is true, though all Ood's children travel to one 
country, yet not with equal agility and speed ; they all shoot 
at one mark, yet not with the same dexterity and strength. 

Some diBerenoe there is in the outward actioit, none la their 
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inward intention ; some inequality there is in the event, none 
in the affection ; in degrees there is some disparity, none in 
truth and nprightness. AH that are regenerate are alike strict 
in these five things, at least First, they have bnt one path, 
one way wherein they all walk. Secondly, they have bat one 
rnle to gaide them in that way, which they all follow. Third- 
ly, all their eyes are npon this rule, so as they are not willingly 
ignorant of any truth. Nor do they suppress, or detain any 
known truth in righteousness, but they stand in the ways, and 
ask for the old way, which is the good way. Fourthly, they all 
desire, and endeavor to obey every truth ; not only to walk in 
all the commandments of God, without reproof before men, bat 
also, in all things to live honestly and uprightly before 
Qod. Fifthly, if they fail, by occasion, (as a member may by 
accident, be disjointed) yet they are in pain till they be set 
right again ; if they stumble through infirmity, (as sheep may 
slip into a puddle) yet they will not lie down and wallow in the 
mire, which is the property of swine ; if they are sometimes 
drawn aside, by violent temptations, or step aside by mistake, 
yet they will not walk on in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
shall any way of wickedness (that is n constant or daily coarse 
in any one sin.) be found in them. They are so far from per- 
verting the straight ways of (rod, (that is, speaking evil of that 
is good) that they will justify (Jod in condemning themselves, 
and subscribe to the righteouHness of his word, praying that 
their ways might be directed to keep his statutes. 

To conclude, laying aside all cavils, beg of God a teachable 
dispoHition, and make thy best profit of the labors of this faith- 
ful servant of Jesus Christ, a painful and profitable minister of 
tho gospel. For the matter of the book, use it as thy daily 
conuRelor. For the manner and occasion of penning it, ase it 
and learn to write by this copy ; I mean stir up the gifts of 
God that are in thee, to become more profitable to others, both 
in presence, by discourse, and in absence, by writing. 

How are we bound to bless God for those Epistle^i, which the 
Apostles wrote, not only to whole Churches, but also to private 
persons ? Nor was this course extraordinary, ivnd proper only to 
those persons and times; in succeeding ages, to this day, the 
believers have been much edified by this course. In the 
(Jreek Church Chrysostum wrote divers £pistles, amongst the 
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rent, in the laxt of tbem. be takeH ocowioa to commend Ol^rin- 
pia. to whom he wrote that E[)iHtle. for her delighting to em- 
ploy him in unsweriDg qaentionH. and renolving doubts. Atb- 
nuoHiUH beHtdeH ilivurH epiittleB to ntben, wrote a little book to 
Autiocbus, containing anHwerx to 163 queatione. Basil wrote 
about 180 EpiHtUa amungttt which, in bia Slst Epistle exhorting 
Enstatbins to more frequency in writing, he gives this Teaaon. be- 
cause, they Hay. (Ruith he,) that wo lie are bettered by being drain- 
ed oat. Amongst tbe Latin fatbera. (Hieroia) .Irrome wrote di- 
vers EpiatleH, There is one. wbicb ErasmnHfatberaapoa Pau- 
linus NolanuH. written to Celantia. wherein are many pithy and 
remarkable directiona about walking witb (kid in a holy coaree, 
(which ia the argument of tbix book:) it is a large epistle and 
worthy to be ottm read. In St. Ainbroae'e works are ten books 
of EpistleEt, amongst wbich, in hia 41st and 45th Epistlen to 
Sabinus, lie commends thia coarse of instmcting one another 
by writing. In Mt. Augustine's works are to be found '243 Epis- 
tles, in the first of which be exhorts Volusinnus. to whom be 
wrote, to read the Scriptures, and bidH him. if he donbt. t^i 
write, promising that he will answer bim : be adds also two 
reasons of his counsel, the secgnd whereof is becnane a writing 
is ever ready when a man is (it lo read, nor is that any burden 
(saith be) which a man may take up or lay down at his pleas- 

He that reoils his Epistles at leisure, advisedly, shall find 
many errors confuted, many doubts answered, many truths 
al«ared. many useful directions for a holy life, recorded and 
laid ap in those Epistles (ax so many jewels in n rich eabinet) 
for the good of posterity forever. If , thence we coiue to those 
later times and see what large and clalmrate, and learned Epts- 
tlea. Calvin, Bezo, Drusios. and other* have written in other 
countrlea, or look into those holy letters of Brailford. and other 
blessed martyrs, in our own language, beaides many since, we 
abnll conclude that this course bath been of no small uae, for 
the direction and comfort of God's people, in all ages. I will 
add one thing more concerning our own nation and times. It 
is a pity, uid to be lamented, that so many worthy letters aa 
are written upon special occasions, for resolution of spiritual 
doubts, from day to day. by one or another, are imprisoned in 
secret closet* uid osbineta, wbicb, (if tbey were broagbt to light 
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and published,) I am persuaded, would not only exceed all 
that ever hath been done in this course, since the Apostles' 
time, but also be the best help of resolution of many hundred 
cases and doubts (which disquiet Christians,) that ever 
hath been, or, except some such course be taken, ever will be 
in the world. I will briefly touch one or two objections more, 
which some may interpose against this work and so conclude. 

Objection III. Many have already written on these subjects, 
and therefore this is superfluous. 

Ans. True it is, many have written upon this subject largely, 
and worthily, as Master Rogers, in seven treatises, abridged by 
Master Stephen Egerton and Master John Downam, in a large 
and useful work, and, that I may not forget him, whom, in 
some respects I should first have mentioned, the Reverend 
Dean of Worcester, Doctor Hall, that true Christian English 
Seneca. Also, Mr. Bolton, whose general directions for com- 
fortable walking with God, are deservedly approved of the 
most judicious. Yet I answer, first, that is never too often 
taught, that is never sufficiently learned. Secondly, in the 
month of two or three witnesses, the truth is confirmed. 
Thirdly, as God is much glorified, so the Church is much 
edified by variety of gifts : Paul, Apollos and Cephas are yours, 
and you, Christ's. Fourthly, the Christian and intelligent 
reader shall find in this, some things new, other things ex- 
pressed in a new manner, all digested in such a method, with 
such brevity and perspicuity, as was necessary to make the 
book a vade mecinUj easily portable, and profitable to the poor 
and illiterate. 

Objection IV. But it exceeds the limits and proportion of a 
letter. 

Ans. The first c^py was more brief: upon occasion of a sec- 
ond letter, wherein some other cases were propounded, the ju- 
diciouK author not only handled these arguments largely in his 
public ministry, but also added more i>articulars for his friend's 
full satisfaction, in a second copy, hence it came to this quan- 
tity. But lest whilst I plead for him, I should seem to be guil- 
ty of the same fault myself, I will here stoj), wishing thee, (gen- 
tle and honest-hearted reader,) to consider that account must 
be given of what thou readest, as well as of what thou heorest, 
and therefore to join prayer with thy reading, that spiritual 
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wiHiloni anil Htrrngtli mny be increased in thee for the practice 
of what Ihoa lenrntHt. Hn I cnmmend tbe book l<i tby reailiug, 
anil thee, ami it, to Ood'H bltjiwiai;, 
Tbine in the Lord JesOM, 

John Davenport. 



LETTERS OF REV. JOHN DAVENPORT. 



SKETCH OF LADY MARY VERB. 

This excellent lady, bom in the year 1581. was the youngest 
of fifteen children. Her mother died three days after she was 
born, and her father, when she was only eight years old. She 
was the daughter of Sir. John Tracy, Kt., of TaddingtoD, 
Connty of Gloucester, England. Her husband was Horatio, 
Lord Vere, Baron of Tilbury, the son of John de Vere, the fif- 
teenth Earl of Oxford. During the reign of Charles I, he went 
into Holland as commander of a regiment sent to join with the 
united princes of Germany. He died, the 2d of ^Iay,163o, (while 
Mr. Davenport was in Holland,) and was interred near his 
brother. Sir Fnxncis Vere, in Westminister Abbey. 

Several letters from John Davenport to Lady Vere, obligingly 
copied by the late Rev. W. Davenport Bromley, from the Brit- 
ish Museum {Catahfjue'Ayscough, "Lettebsof Divines, Mu- 
seum BniTTANicrM BiBL., BiKCHAN I 1275, Plut. CVII, D/') 
were printed in the edition of The Davenport Family, 1851. 
We here give four additional ones, three of which were never 
before published. One, drawn from the New England Histori- 
ical and Genealogical Register, for April 1855, the others kind- 
Iv furnished from the British Museum bv Professor F. B. Dex- 
ter, and Rev. E. E. Atwater, of New Haven. 

Of Lady Vere and her husband, between whom and Mr. Da- 
venport there existed a warm and lasting friendship, the learn- 
ed .\r(!libiKhop Usher, in a letter sent to her, in 1628, uses the 
following language : 

*• The thiiiij that I have most admired in your noble Lord, is, 
that such lowlint'Ks of mind,ftnd such a high pitch of a brave spir- 
it, should be yoked togt'thorand lodged in one breast. And on the 
other side, when I refl^^ct upon you, methiuks, I understand that 
saying of the Apostle V>etterthan I <lid, Thntasthe man is the im- 
(igearid glory of God, so the tromfm w the glory of the man. And to 
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yoDr i^onifort let me add tbiB, That if I have any inHigbt in 
tfain^ ol thiH nature, or any jnilgment M) discern xpiribi. I 
Imve nlewly beheld enKmved on jour kouI, the imaqe and au- 
ptTurriiilhii tifmy 'imt.." 

See Tbane'H HritiNb Aiitograpby. Vo). 1, p. 3tl, from which 
w dmwn the likeneiw of Lady Vere, accomjianying thiK nketch. 

Iiord Vere, by hix wife. Lady Mary, hod five dnugh tern, biH 
on-bcini. viz: E'i-jtMh, mnrried to Joljn Hollea, Berand Ear! 
of Clare : M'irti. miirried to Sir Roger Townaend. Baronet, of 
Bnynhani. after whose ileueane. sbc married Mililmny Fane, 
Heoond Earl of WeHtmorelimd : Cnlharliif. married Int, OIitst, 
HOD and beir of Sir John St. Jolin, and 2d, John, Lord Paalet; 
Aanf, married to the oelebnit«d parliamentary Kenerol. IJir 
Thouiis Fairfax. L'ir,i Fairfni ; Dorothy, mnrrieil to John Wol- 
stenbolm, el lent soft of Sir J.ihn WolHlenholm, Bart, of Nostol 

To Lady Viire. in the time of tbe Common wealth, was oom- 
mitleil the eiire of the Dukes of York, and GlonveHter, and tho 
rriuL-i'BB Eli»tbelh. 

• Darks'* KiUnct Pterigi:. 
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REV. JOHN DAVENPORT TO LADY VERE. 

(Birch 4275, folio 164. ) 

To the H'ujht Honorable and irtily Noble Lady, the. Lady Vere, these 

be directed at the Hague. 

[London,] December 26, 1G29. 
Madam, 

The importunity of this bearer to carrj', al the least, an ac- 
knowledgement of the receipt of the token which it pleased 
your Honor to send to my wife, together with my own desire 
of expresHing our thankfulness for that and many other favors 
received from you, emboldeneth me to this end and brief ex- 
pression of myself, in so few lines, being by present urgency 
of business and some strait of time, this Saturday night, de- 
nied liberty of enlarging myself. That ancient candor, and no- 
bleness of disposition which you have always exercised towards 
me, in making a good construction of my errors, as it hath for- 
merly imprinted in me an high esteem of your worth and good 
opinion of me, so at this time it gives me assurance that this 
endeavor will be pardoned, and my desire of presenting raost 
humble and hearty thanks to your Honor will be accepted. 

I hopetl ere this time to have obtained my long desire of see- 
ing my Lord and your Ladyship with yours in England. 
Tho Lord preserve you in the way and make your return pros- 
perous I 

This day I received a letter from your noble son, my Lord 
Houghton, which should have been here, I think, a month 
sooner; to whom I desire to be excused, that I write not an an- 
swer for want of time. I hope shortly to give an answer to 
himself, not in writing but in sjieech, at j'our return to England, 
which T hope may be liastene<l with all convenient speed. In 
the mean space I present my humble serve to his Lordship and 
his worthy son. By Mr. Sedgwick I received a letter from Mr. 
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BRlinrnnl. whom I love n&frigDeJly for the gmccR tbftt nhiiif in 
li irti. If he reRolve to settle at the Haf^ne. 1 beeeech the Father of 
S|iiritH to enconmge bin Hpirit tn thiit great work, and to fani- 
ish him with wiHtloin, anil utterance, and zeol.in abnnilance, anit 
go forth with bim in hie niinintcrial laborx. in mnch power auil 
efflcacy. I cnunnt write to him now. bat I acknowledge mjaelf 
bin debtor. Now the good Lord ihow mercy to my noble Lord. 
yonr Honorable LndyHbip. and to yonr whole family, in order- 
ing your conHiiltatioiknnd renolntions to bis own glorj' in yonr 
welfiire: and in tilling yonr beartn with all needful gracea and 
comtorts, and in protecting yonr person, and preserving yon in 
health and Hafety there, and in your voyage, and in fnlQIIing 
all your necesHities ! I rest in mnch baste, craving pardon for 
this sliirreil scribbling. 

Yonr HoDomble Ladyaliip's uucb obliged in the Lord. 
John Davexporte. 
I will not fail to solicit Sir Maurice Abbot 
in your basincHK concerning Hales. 

REV, JOHN DAVENl'ORT TO LADY VEEE. 

Dated July il. 1635, and directed to Hackney, written in Am- 

Hterdani. 
Madam, 

How much it bnit been against my mind that this letter hath 
been ao long delayed, I need not rejKirtto yonr Honor, who have. 
in yonr own heart, experience of thotie lively stirrings of affec- 
tions towards absent fiends, in their Afflictions, and bow no- 
feigned love in aucb cases eaiisetli a vehement ^nd restless 
desire in friends to be useful and hclpfiil totbem, as in an oven, 
where the fire is kept in, the heat is donbled, or as in a stream 
when the rourse of it is stojijied the swellings of it are increas- 
ed. Khrirtly after the sail tidings of the great breach which 
God bail maile in yonr family was bronghton this side the sea, 
by a flying report, and continued hy divers letters, I fell into 
a relapse, and won the second lime let blood for a fever and ca- 
tarrh, and so remained weak for a Hessou. Upon my recovery 
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I waited for a convenient messenger, aoconnting it unsafe to 
write by the post, lest my letters shonld be opened by otheni, 
as some formerly have been. And now having a conveyance 
that answereth my desire, oh ! that I were able to satiiify my 
desire also in writing fnlly and effectually to the settling and 
comforting of your heart But that work is above man*8 power. 
It is a glory incommunicably proper to Ood to be the Giver of 
consolation, and to his Spirit to be the author of comfort ; yet 
seeing there are breasts of consolation through which spiritual 
refresliments are supplied to the hearts of believers, which are 
called the comforts of the Scriptures, and that this duty lieth 
upon all Christians, with these words to comfort one another, 
and as any members are nearer in the body joined together than 
others, so to be more speedy and industrious in this work, lam 
bold to attempt, at least so far as may serve, to express my sym- 
pathy with your Ladyship in this affliction, which is not a pri- 
vate cause of sorrow to your Honor alone, and to your noble 
family, but a public cause wherein many are interested my- 
self especially, and above many, to whom his heart was enlarg- 
ed and his mouth opened. With what assurance of good ac- 
ceptance was I wont to speak, write, resort to him ? How 
strongly did that plainness of heart tempered with much wiH- 
dom, that softness and pliablcuess of his spirit in respect of 
God and his Word, accompanied with a magnanimous undaunt- 
edness in fight with an adversary, that serious dislike of appa- 
rent evils in others, testified by a studious avoiding them in 
himself, knit my heart unto him ? Yea, the workings of hiK af- 
fections were not weak but strong. First, toward God, whose 
favor he preferred above all things, as appeared in the many 
questions and cases he hath put for clearing to his own heart 
the assurance of his acceptance with (rod, and in the compla- 
cencv and content wherewith he received discourses tending 
that way ; Second, toward the Word of God, which was sweet 
to him being dispensed publicly in the ministry, privately in 
Christian conference; Third, toward the people of God, min- 
isters and others, whom the more they excelled in the fruits of 
holiness and righteousness, the more he delighted in, counten- 
anced, and encouraged; Fourth, toward the ways of God, 
whereunto he applied himself carefully (so far as he was en- 
lightened and convinced) both in his public command and 
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fcovcmmpiit in thr fifld. nnd iu bis private com port ment in taU 
fiimily. resolving with JoHbao, tbnt be snil bis houiwholil voald 
nerw the Lore). H«Dce flprang hJR care to BODctJiy tbe Lord's 
clay vitb bin fnniily, at butu», bh wfU as in tbeasHPmbly; bencf! 
the daily naprillce of inv<icatioD in tbe name ofOod, continned 
morning and ev(ninn witlioijt interruption or omiaBion in hiB 
faniily;bGnre.bi8 procuring tbat tbe aonls committed lobiatrasl, 
aervantH aH well an ekililren, migbt be taagbt to know and fear 
QchI, by aouie able and faithful man. weekly, wbo wan mainlain- 
eil for that HorviuP in IiIh family ; yea, bence aroHe tbat ardency 
of npiritanl affect ion K. forthe aalvatlonof biKcbildren, deBiring 
nothing more than they luigbt serve God aright nnd be InKtra- 
menln of bis glory in their Heveral pbiceH. For all which, and in 
other parlieulars. God made your Lailysbip an helper meet for 
biui, yea, a qvickt'nernndencouragerof him in tbat way wfaeroin 
you walked tc^ether oh heint of the grace of life. 80 tbat you 
cannot but have comfort in hia death, when yoa call to mind 
hia life; nnd the teKtimony of yonr conacience concerning yonr 
carriage toward him and conventation with him, (which wiw 
ancb an became a daughter of Sarah,) whilat he livcl with yon, 
may now be yonr rcjoieing when he iH taken froiu yon ; npon 
both which conKidemtiona yon may snv to your own heart, as 
DaTid, I Khali rctnm to him though he Hhall not rt'tum to me, 
and with that aminrance ijniet and relieve yonrnpirit an he did. 
Yen, look higher (Mudnm)nvm the dead to the living. Thp re- 
lation which once you bad to this earthly haahand in ended 
and cooHcth in hia death, but the relation yon have to your 
heavenly huHbnnd remaineth inviolable ; with whom yon com- 
municate in all hiH honorn with all saintii (with whom you are 
set together in heavenly (ilnceH in Chridt) and in hi* acceptance 
with the Father, to whom he prayed that the love wherewith he 
lovel him may be in un, and we in him. From him yon 
way expect protection nnd aapply of all good, for all U 
ynura. nnd yon Chriat's, an<l ChriHt God'a. So that it ia bnt ■ 
conduit pipe that ix broken, tbe fountain being still open to 
yon. Nor in he taken nwny before you had warning of it, in a 
HenHible decay, which a little while hence might have come to 
Huch a pasR an might have been bnrdenaomc to himself and 
uncomfortable to your Ladyiihip. Aht but be died out of his 
own bonae. of a vomit, which he conid never bear? And doth 
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notOod ordertime, plac«, andiuMiiB. by His proviilence to hin 
own iiTaiHe? A hair of our bend perixbetb not witfaoDt 
EUb ]>rovidence. much Ipiui are out IItch taken away witboat iL 
1 vr ill Ba; of him, an it is Hiud of David, vhen he had nerved fail 
time by the appointment at God, that he slept with his fotbera. 
Bnt there was Home other circutostance that mad? it grevioos 
it may be, chut you think not fit to utter. Be it what it may be, 
ev»n that is ordered by tiod'H hand, for some epecinl end. 
It may be it woald Dot have been so heavy in yoar sense, nn- 
lesB that grain had been added, and then the trial woald not 
have been HO full. Giod so ordereth the trials of bisservanta 
that patience may have itn perfect work ; which if it b« 
eff.^cte.l in your Ladyship by this trial, you may be entire 
lacking nothing. Therefore, when Dense pleodeth, to in- 
crease your sorrow, If this circnmstaDce had not been, 
his death had not been so grevious to be borne, let Faith 
anHwer, If this eircumstance had not made it so grevious, 
my patience had not been no tried, nor my nubmiKBion 
to (iod's good pleasure so fnlty manifested. I know there ia 
muub differenec between the proposal of a duty and the pnu.— 
tjce. and that after the judgment in gained to acknowledge the 
tmth and equity of it, the will and aO'ectioiU' are not iOHtantly 
inclined to own it ns the best way for one in this case ; nnd af- 
ter the will is thuK wrought to the approving of it. a CbriHtian 
is not presently able to do it, bat he goeth about it somewhut 
unskillfully, and is weak and defective in practice of it. 
Wbereforo it will be meet to add one word or two for your help 
therein, that yon may endure cha-ttening, which ib made a bote 
to diflerence between punishmentB wherewith bastardH are afflic- 
ted and chaatisementa wherewith children are eiereiHed. If yon 
endure chastisements, salth the Apostle (Heb. lil ; 5, (>.) God 
oCTeretb himself to you as a father to his children. Ah if he 
shonld HiLy. the sikme outward judgment may befalla Hon and a 
bastard.AHonin way of chaBtiHement.and a bastard in way of pun- 
ishment. And you Hhall know in which of these conditions you 
are.by yonr enduring it. A son eudnteth chastisement, abantard 
cannot. But. you will any, what is required to a right endur- 
ing of it? I answer to a right enduring af affliction it ia re- 
quired. First that the understanding do rightly apprehend nnd 
a of the affliction in all the caoKee of it. 1. That it is 
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onr HeaveDly Father that do«tb it. TbU made Christ say. 
"Shall not I driak of the unp that my father will hnve me drink 
of? " 2. That in love he doeth it ; as a father correcteth bis 
child which he loveth, ho cloth the Lord every son that be 
receiveth, 3. That he doeth it for yonr good. He correctB 
nit for ont gooil, aaitU the ApoKtIe, that we may be partakew 
ofhiH holineHH. Keiwnd. It in reqnired that the will enbmit 
to GoiI'k hand, nnl only without miirmnring and repining; ho 
David mtid, " 1 whs as dumb, and opened not my month be- 
mnse it waHthy doing." bntnUo with content, A qaietiug yonr- 
self Ib <lod'ii good pleaHure, an old Eli Baid, "It is the Lord, 
let him do what seenielh him good in his own eyeH ;" 
hleiwing and praixing him, in giving to him (he glory of hia 
wisdom, and faithfulness, and fatherly goodueHK. as Job con- 
dnded in the Iosk of all, " Blessed be the name of the Lord. " 
Which that yon may do, yon mnst resolve that such a condition, 
at Huiih H time, and in iiiicb and such circumstances, is order- 
(td by hia wiadom and uonnRcls for the best to you, and yonr 
Lailyship shall And it ko in the end.aRer yon have been exercised 
thereby. Third, It is reipiired that the afflictions be rightly or- 
dered to a right eudnring of chaHtisement, as to love him. and 
fear him, and grieve for having diHpleased him. and rejoice in 
tribulation, nnder the OHKurance of his love, now shed abroad in 
your heart, and under the hope of glory to eome, which thene 
light afflictions, which are but for a moment, cause nnto be- 
lievers, or lit and prepare them for, whilst they look not upon 
things which are seen, but upon things which are not seen: 
tor the things which are seen are tenti>oral, hut Ihu things that 
are not seen an; eternal. All this yon shatl be the more fit to do, 
if in all the changes of this pilgrimage, you look ai> to God ax 
reconciled to yon in Christ, and u]>on yonr afUictions as sweet- 
eneil and sanctified to you in the suffering of Chriat, by whom 
yon have received the aton»iinent, the justice of (lOd being tiat- 
isfied and his wrath pacified and appeased by him, for yonr sake. 
The Lord seal the assuronee hereof to yonr Ladyship, (to 
whom I am persuaded it certainly appertain et h, ) by his holy 
Spirit of promiHe which is the earnest of our inheritance for the 
redemption pnrehaned by Christ, and by the same Spirit, the 
, Lord open the eyea of yonr nnderstanding that yon may com- 
]>rehend with all saints the height, and depth and breadth and 
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length of his love to yon in Christ, which passeth knowledge ; 
and I pray Grod to strengthen yon by his Spirit in the inward 
man that yon may do his will in all things with childlike obe- 
dience, and in all things snffer his will with childlike patience. 
Amen. So praying, I rest, 

Yonr Honorable Ladyship's mnch obliged in the Lord Jesus. 

John Davenpobte. 

[p^flrrscRiPT.] 

Good Madam, pardon the blots and bad writing which were 
cansed by mnch haste, wherein I was constrained to write at 
this time, myself also being in some distractions by the unquiet 
spirit of the old man, who to all his former injuries, addeth 
this that he hath now published a tedious book in English, 
full of reproaches and slanders against me, herein also he 
doeth injury to Mr. Parker, Dr. Ames, and Mr. Forbes, who 
are at rest, and Mr. Hooker who is far absent, and to the best 
members of his ovm. church, whom he brnndeth several ways, 
which will give the prelate too mnch advantage, and open the 
mouths of enemies against the truth. This I am now con- 
strained to answer for the truth's sake, notwithstanding all my 
former weaknesses. But our God is strong, in whom I trust, 
that he will strengthen me to write with such a spirit as I 
ought. Help me with your prayers, and, if any speak of Mr. 
Paget's book, let them know that I am about to answer it, and 
shall discover many untruths in it, and a misreporting of the 
question between him and me. It may be of good use to prevent 
prejudice in the Queen, if your Honor when you are pleased to 
write to her, and my Lady Leicester, take notice of their favor 
to me and pray them not to bo prejudiced by any suggestions 
against me, from that book or otherwise, till they may pernse 
my answer. This I desire, not for any use I have of the Queen's 
favor, but that she may not be hindered from receiving good by 
my ministry', which yet she well est^emeth. 



REV. JOHN DAVENPORT TO LADY VERE. 

Rotterdam, Dec. 25, 16,35. 
Madam, 
Having so good an opportunity as this, by the favor this 
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bearer, yonr ancient servant, bath done me. to acqtiaintme with 
his purpoxe or retnraing for England, I cannot neglect to pre- 
Hent yoiir Honor with a few lineflin expremtinn of my thankfnl- 

nesa tor ray wife's entertainment to wnit upon yonr Ladyship 
in your house, where «he wanraacli refrealied, Hhortly after her 

arrival in England, anil for the continnnnce of your noble favor 
and affei;tion expreruied in thone welcome lines, which I receiv- 
ed by Mr. balinford. whoBe eoming to me waa a matter of much 

joy, both for hia retnm an it waa from prison, and for the good 
news of your Ladyship's health, and the hope which he gave 
me of yonr recovering that inward comfort, which outward 
affliction hath much abated. I confess. I often wiahed myself 
near yonr Ladyship, not that I thought myself able to strength- 
en yonr spirit with more healing and comforting words than 
were ministered by divers ; but that I might show the suf- 
ficiency of my (leiuTes to be in any measure serviceable, for the 
help of your faith and joy, which seeing I cannot do in pres- 
ence. OH I desired and hoped, my desire is to perform as I may, 
in this paper intercourse. 

I know. Mailiim, n|>on much experience of yonr way, that 
you have right in Christ to those treasures of spirilnal good 
things, which are laid np in Him for the vessels of mercy. 
Take your till of them, and be satisfied out of the wells of con- 
solation. Are those treasures hidden? They are in Christ for 
yon. Christ himself is yours, and whatsoever is bis, for yonr 
good. His Father is yonr Father by adoption ; his God is 
yonr God by the covenant of grace, by virtue whereof all the 
promises are year evidences, for better hopes than the world 
can give ; yoor present afflictions are amongst privileges which 
are sweetened by yonr Father's love, and sanctified by his 
(Spirit to the drawing of you from insnaving vanities to a sweet 
communion with himself. He hath many wnys of doing you 
good, which you know not of. and delighteth to do above all 

. onr thoaghts, that his ways may appear to be not as our ways, 
but as far above them as heaven is above earth. Whilst your 
spirit is tronbleii about the sad thoughts of your loeses, wants, 
sorrows, give me leave to remind it of yonr gains, supplies, 
comforts. Have yon obtained more acquaintance with God, 
more to be weaned from the creature, more fervency in prayer, 
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more fitness of spirit to resign up yoar will and wajR to th* 
appointment and dispose of your Heavenly Father ? The gain 
doth abundantly recompense and weigh down your loss. Is a 
spirit of faith supplied, enabling you to depend upon Ood re- 
conciled to you in Christ, a spirit of love to compose your 
spirit to quiet itself in the good pleasure of a wise and loving 
Father, a spirit of wisdom to guide your mind by a right dis- 
cerning between things that differ, to choose that which is 
most excellent both in respect of the end and of the means ? 
Whatsoever your spiritual or outward wants are, in your ap> 
prehension, such a supply is made by the good hand of a gra- 
cious God as may turn your complaints into thanksgiving. 
Can you rejoice in tribulation under the hope of glory, in cast- 
ing off the burden of your cares upon Him that careth for you, 
in that liberty which Christ hath purchased for your access to 
the throne of grace, in that interest you have in His mediation 
who is your Husband, surely a clear call to the right hand of 
(iod ? Be your sorrows what they can, your joys are greater; 
and as your tribulations abound, your consolations abound 
much more. Lay those things together, and compare your 
losses w^ith your gains, your wants with your supplies, your 
sorrows with your comforts, and you will say that you are not 
abased but exalted, filled not emptied, not cast off, though cast 
down, but accepted, beloved, blessed. 

The haste of the bearer calleth me off. The good Lord per- 
suade your heart effectually of his love, whereof you have much 
cause to be fully assured in Christ. Ah, that I could be of any 
use for the service of your faith ! Many engagements bind 
me to it. None shall be more ready to do it than myself, who 
am more obliged than many. But what can a poor pilgrim, a 
banished man do? That which I may perform in this condi- 
tion shall not be wanting in prayers to God, or in letters to 
yourself, as the knowledge of your condition or necessity shall 
minister occasion. 

I must cease writing for the present, but ever remain in un- 
feigned thankfulness and faithfulness. 

Your Honorable Ladyship's much obliged in the Lord Jesus. 

John Davenporte. 
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KEY. JOHN DAVENPORT TO LADY VEEE. 

To the Hujht HononMt Lady, Lady Mary Vert, prtnenl thtat in 

Hackney. 

QniNNipuc. July 38, 1639. 
Madau, 

By the gnoJ band of our Qod apou na, my dear child ia 
nafely Biriv^d. with sundry deeinible fHenda, as Mr. F«nwick 
and his lady, Mr. Whitfield['sdBiighter.] tuonr great comfort. 
Their pnusage was ko ordered, aa it appeared, that prayeni were 
accepted, for they had no HicknasB in the ship except a little 
aea xifbncsH ; not une dead, but they brought to ahorf one 
lunr^ then wua known Co be in the veesel at their uoming forth, 
for a wonian van Ksfely delivered of a ch^d and both are alivr 
and well. They attained to the haven where they wonld be. in 
aeven weeliH. Their proviaioliH at Hen held good to the laHt. 
AlK>ut the time when we gueaiied they might approach near um, we 
set a day niuirt fot public extmordinary humiliation by fasting 
and prayer, in wDich we commended them unto the bandn of 
our Ood whom wiads and HeuH obey, and shortly after sent out 
a pioDBDce to pilot them to onr harbor ; for il Tea* Ihr jirsl Mp 
thai riYT caul anchiir in thin plitcr. But our pilot, havlDg watched 
for them a fortnight, grew weary and returned home ; and the 
very next night after, the ship came in guided by Ood's own 
hand to our tuwD. The sight of the harbor did mi please the 
C'ltptain of the nhip luid all the passengers that he called it the 
Fair Haven. Since that, another ship hath brought sundry 
passengers, and a third is expected claily : and which is more. 
the Lord our Ood hath bestowed npoo us the greatest outward 
privileges under the sua, to have and enjoy all His ordinances 
purely dispenHed in a vhnrch gathered and constituted accord- 
ing to His own Diinil in all things, and hath promised that in 
every place where He shall set his name, He will come unto his 
people and blewi them. And now. Madam, my desire is that 
your Ladynhip may be assured that whatever interest I have in 
Jesns Christ, and by him in fellowship with His people at the 
throne of grace, it in wholly for your advantage, if in anything 
I may express the reality of my tliankfulncss to yonr honour 
for my favors formerly received, and for your helpfulness to 
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my little one in carrying him in yonr coach to Sir Theodore 
Maheme for advice about his neck, and for your cost npon him 
in a coat, of which bounty and labor of your love my servant 
Ann hath made a full report to us. The Lord recompense the 
same to your Ladyship and to your noble famil}' an hundred 
fold. I hope before this time He hath rebuked the fevers and 
small pox in your family, and will make the loss of Mr. St. 
John a mercy to your daughter, whom I love and honor in the 
Lord. The Lord, the Holy One of Israel, our Redeemer, hath 
undertaken to teach His people to profit as well by His provi- 
d ence as by His ordinances, even by all His dispensations ; ac- 
cordingly, I believe He will, and pray that He may be pleased 
graciously to make this loss be her gain, and these trials evi- 
dences of His fatherly love both to your Ladyship and her, that 
the mortality of eartlhy comforts and the dissolnbleness of the 
marriage bond with the creature may quicken us to secure onr 
interest in the everlasting God, and our marriage with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, by an everlasting covenant of his grace 
which nothing can dissolve. My wife preseHteth her humble 
service with much thanfulness to your liadyship. We both 
desire in like manner to salute my Lady Wake and all yonr 
noble daughters. Had I time, I would write to Mrn. Watson, 
your scribe. At present, I have no more liberty than to salute 
her, and to let her know that, if her affections stand hitherward, 
I shall gladly be useful to her in what I may, and do think 
that it would be comfortable to her many ways. But it in 
God who sets the bounds of our habitation, to whose ever- 
lasting arms I commend your Ladyship, with all yours, in 
Jesus Christ, in whom I rest 

Your Honorable Ladyship's much obliged in the Lord, 

John D.wexporte. 
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MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 



JOHN DAVENPORT TO MHa SABAU COTTON.* 






in orlglnil 



(Deare Mbh. Cotton.) — The departure of onr freinds being 
more Bii'lilaiiie tli^n I eipf^teil. I wanted opportiinitie of nala- 
tin[{ jon. by Icttpr. according lo my dcRire. yet now, hearing 
of nnother way of traUHniitting theHe linen. I am encouraged to 
pnt pen to pa]>er. to exprexu uiy Hincere tove to you, in tlie 
Lord, and lo your faluilie, praying you to be aBsared. that I 
line an heartily wish all good to yon and yonra. ok to my aelfa 
nnil iuyn<>. which I would most gladly make visible, by reall 
and Hnitablo cffecta, if I knew bow. and hail power in my hand 
anxwerable to my deaire. Bnt this ix yoDr comfort, that what- 
ever delicieQcy in in the cteatnre, there in AllKafflciency for 
yon & yoQTH in God, who Ik your God & Father Jn Chrint Jeans, 
by Ml cverloKting Covenant, whereby he hath made oner (as it 
were, bv a deed of gift) hlH Allan Sivieucy, in renpect of the 
frnite & iH-neflt of it, unto you. through C-hrist. I'et Being it 
hath pleaued the onely wIkc Gnd to make men his inatnimenta, 
tlmt Uia gQodneH may be diffiiHed ai 
that order, and by tliOHe onlwanl lu 
Rainta, which he vonchxafeth and nniteth to that end : it will he 
well plnwing in hia aight that you improve that obanuell. & 
- thoae condnitpipenforyonr communion with that bleased foun- 
laiue of all good. Of thia kind. I know yon hnne plentiful] 
hel]>eH. daily, at band, which yon doe well, in that yon make 
vae of them, according lo the opportunities which God gra- 
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ciotkHly affoardeth unto yoa.. And. if I may be of any ase to 
yourselfe or to any of yonrs, be assured that your interest in 
Die is 8uch, that the intimation of your desire will hane the 
force of a strong in[ga]gementuppon me for the performance of 
any office, and service of love, that is or shall be within my 
compas. In the mean time and ever, (with m}' wite*8 most af- 
fectionate salutations) I heartily commend you & yonrs to the 
grace of our Lord Jesus, in whom I rest 

Your assured thanckfnl friend, 

John Davenport. 
Nkwhaven, the 25th d. of the 6th m. 1653. 



V 



JOHN DAVENPORT TO JOHN COTTON. • 

(From Ma(»8. His. Society Collections Fourth 8erle«, Vol. VIII, p. R4T.) 

To Mr [John CoUoii,] 

Deare Sb, -Yours dated the 17th of the 11th m. I received 
the 9th day of the 12. m., and having so good an opportunity, 
by so safe an hand Mr Sam : Streete, I retume such Answer ak I 
can to your Letter, wherein I observe with thasckfullnes your 

* Rev. John Cotton [H. C. 1667] wan a son ot the distinguifihcd Kev. John 
Cotton of BoHton. He waR bom March 15, 1640. He first preached at 
Wethersfleld, Conn. In 16<V4, May 3, he waH excommunicated from the 
FirHt Church in Boston— formerly his father's— for fleveral offences ; but 
the ni>xt month, upon his penitential acknowledgment, was again receiv- 
ed into fellowship. From IGM to 1667, ho preached at Martha'R Vineyard to 
a cougreKAtion of Indians and white people, and acquired a good knowledge 
of the Indiau language. He was settled at Plymouth June 30, 1669. and re* 
uined hin paHtoral offtcc there till Oct. 5, 1697. The next year ho went to 
Charleston, S. C , anl having gathered a church, preached there till hin 
death, of the yellow fever. S«»pt. IH. I6W. His ('hurch erectexl a handKonie 
monument over his grave. Notwithstanding the early blot upon his repu- 
tation, ho appears to hav«.' been ever afterwards a faithful and extensi^-ely 
useful minister. While at Plymouth, he Irequeutly preached to several 
congregations of IndiaUH in the neighborhood. The whole care of revisinf^ 
and correcting Eliot's Indian IJlble. 'id Editi(»n. printed at Cambridge in 
1685, was intrusted to him.— Co//fc/iVm/,7>. 'I'ld. 



LETTER TO JOHN COTTON. 373 

kinde iiccepUnce of my loviag freenes, in eipressing my deeps 
Hence of ynar HinrDll miHCfLrringps. I conld not have approoed 
my faithfnlueti to Gad, to yoa. & to my owne cotiHcience, if I bad 
neglected auch itHeasoaof HOapeakingtoyon.nal did, that being 
tbe Snt opportunity which was given me of treating with yon, 
on Imia, abont each matters as were not fit to be committed to 
wrighting, lyhich might fall into other handti. to the blemiah- 
ing of yonrname, which I desired to preserve nnspotted by me, 
while I aincerely endeavonred the healing of your aoal. How 
often have I fervently desired that as yoo beare boath yoar 
father's QameH. wi you might hold forth the virtneH of ChriHt, 
in the spirit &, convemacion, which eminently ehined in bim ! 
Thna yoa wonld be knowne to be hie son morally, by im- 
ilacion an well ox naturally by genemcion, which wonld 
have given yon a double interest, in the hearts of God's 
people, who knew, loved. Ar highly honoured yonr bleag- 
ed Father, who being dead would thus have lived in yon. as 
worthy Mr Hooker doth in his good son. at Farminglon. Nor 
ant I oat of hope that yet it may be no. if the Lord convince 
ynu ))owerfiilly of your former sins, & humble yon effectnally 
for them to justifio wisdomes counsels by your holding forth 
pnblickly your nnfeined repentance, as I told you Origen did, 
with many teares. that scandal might be remoned. which while it 
remaiDes, will be ro xatexov, to hinder the acceptance of your 
exercise of gnids in preaching, with men. t the blessing of it 
from God. Yon promised yon wonld send me a copie of jonr 
pnblick acbnow]edgm>, which is reported to be slight & nn- 
satisfying. £ that yon would propound some things in refer- 
ence to yonr case, for further adnise. 

But yoa have done neither, whereby I am dissHduantageil from 
giving yon that helpe which otherwise I might have done, 
with Grod'a assistance. It is a templacion from Satan to hinder 
yon from propounding your case, upon a secret eipectacion to 
see more of God in it, hoping that God, who helped me before 
to speake as If 1 had knowne the inward frame of your heart, 
will againe direct me to speake aome thing to the troubles of your 
heart though I be not fully acquainted with them. For though 
if yon had acquainted me with your tronbles. & the grounds 
of them. & the effects, my bowelU would have bene troubled with 
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you & for yon, & from a true sympathy I should have endeav- 
oured to asswage your griefe, or to direct your apprehencions, 
or otherwise to speake suitably to your case ; yet it is not Gk>d*B 
manner, nor may you expect it, to reveale to his servta, by im- 
mediate inspiracion, the cases of others, which, by his ordi- 
nances, they aught to expresse, themselues, & seek helpe in 
from others that the communion of saints may be preberved &. 
exercised among them mutually. Thus you see how Satan 
tempteth you to tempt God. As for me, be you assured that, 
in any way of God, you shall finde me really ready, upon all 
occasions, to be helpfuU to you as the case may require. Fare- 
wel & account me, as I am. 

Your true freind in the Lord, 

John Davenporte. 

N. H. the 23: of the 1st m. 166J 

Sb, - I Ihanck you for my letters to your Father, which you 
sent me according to my desire A your promise. Some I rec*^ 
by Edm : Toolie, it some by Jacob Molines, with your letter. 
If any yet remaine with you, you will further oblige me if you 
send them to me. Iterum vale. 



[lu CoUoetioiM of Mass. UiHtorical Society, Vol. VIII. Fourth Series, under 
heaiing " Matticr Papers" are many letters relating to the Regicides, por- 
tiouH of which were writtcu iu characters, which are deciphered and gircn 
by the editorn. (page 126,) with traiwlatiozM, from which, a few, written by 
John Davcni>ort, will be extracted here.] 

FROM MR. DAVENPORT, JUNE 2, [1662,] In cipher, p. 172. 

A brief relation of some news from England : 1 : That many 
of the peoi)le of God are imprisoned ; very sad times feared to 
be approaching. 2: Corn is verj' dear. No sect so much favor- 
ed as the Quakers, none so much trodden under foot as the 
Presbyterians. 3. Great grumbling in E:[ngland] I :[reland] 
S:[cotland] but P. B. says they will still all. The 30th of pres- 
ent month, December, feared to be a bloody day, if the Lord 
prevent not. Sir H. Vane, Col. Lambert and some others com- 
mitted to Ciernsey Castle sent for to come to trial. The first 
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day the Parliament s&t they gave the King £20,000 as Bome 

Ml'. Whnrton bcongbt this news from the Bay inclosed in a 
Iett«r which came by the iriiy of Barbadoes. One thing I have 
had by the way of Vii^inia, viz : minimi populi in Scolia C^^^t^a 
Epiicopox amaitaaintuT el nomiiiUi intfrfieiuniur : fitd vix quic- 
ijuam q'UjdferluT creilendum enl. Concerning the two ColonelH,' 
who were formerly here there'a no speech lately. 



A LETTER FROM MR, DAVENPORT JUNE 2. [1662?] 
[Partly in cipher.] 

I Hpake with one that came from Englanil in July last. He 

told me that . brother to came into England with 

the Queen Mother, and there speaking with his brother Kaid he 
van a traitor, and that he could not be waved being no Catholic. 
One present anHwered that the King was no Catholic. Erijo, 

he replied two or three yearu would show what he was. 

The oi'CHHion of this discourse, was one (n disaffected person) 
said that C. O. was a moderate ninn. C. Seely said that R. P. 
JK gone towards Germany, that tlie King is favorably inclined 
to hiu, &c. Henry Cromwell liveth about the Court and en- 
joys all his ra(at«^ Col. Hewnon is said to be dead Iwyond the 
sea. By the way of Virginia I hear, (bnt they say its treason 
to Kay so) that things are as bad as in Queen Mary's days. 
This I'ame b}' a ship which (Mr. Hudson sailh) cajue from 
England twelve weeks una. I have herewith sent you souie 
printed Acts. 

Memorandum. The Acts htst mentioned were passed 30th 
July. 1661. The substance of most of them were sent by Mr. 
W. W. as in No. 1. 
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JOHN DAVENPORT* TO WILLIAM GOFFE. (p. 198. ) 

[Partly in cipher. J 
Received the 3th of ft m: 1062. [Memozttndam by Ooffe.] 

There was a Greneral Governor and a Major General chosen 
for this Country to seize npon the Militia for the King, and a 
Bishop and a Sufiragan, for Ecclesiastical Government ; bat Mr. 
Nortonf writes, that they are not yet ont of hopes, to prevent it. 
The governors name is Sir Robert Carr,} (a rank Papist.) 
There are great thDughts of heart, (among the Godly) abont ns, 
what impositions will be laid npon New England. 

The Episcopal Government is by Act of Parliament proclaim- 
ed through England. 

Exceeding great taxes laid upon the People. 

There is great talk of many ministers with their congrega- 
tions, coming over the next year, if room can be found for them. 

There is one Mr. Allen§ come over this year, of about 30 
years of age, a very able man ; and two great merchants || of 
London, with their families, of £30,000 estate, godly men. 

I saw in a letter this day, that Com in England is at 14. 
15. 1(>. 17s. a bushel, the poor in great extremity, and little 
care for their relief. 

The King is engaged to the utmost, to promote Episcopacy. 

The[re] is great likelihood of war, with France, the French 
Ambassador is gone home in a rage. It is to be feared that 
there is a sad scourge at hand, for England. 

There were nine ministers that went up to the Bishop to 
receive their orders, and returning to the country to their sev- 
eral places, to put in execution those orders, seven of the nine 

* This letter, although without signature, is in the handwriting of Da- 
voni)ort. 

t Kev. John Norton, Teacher of the First Church in Boflton. wan sent with 
8iinon BralBtreet. a« agent of the Colony, to England, in February, 1662. 
They roturwcMl, September 3, of the same year. 

J Sir Robert C'arr canie an one of four comiuissionerH to reduce the ti^olo- 
nie« to obedience. A:e.. kc, in 16M. 

§ Rr;v. JanieH Allen came over from England in Iddi. He was ordained 
Teacher of the First Church in Boston, Dec. 9, 10(W, as colleague with Mr. 
Davenport. He died Sept. 22. 1710, aged 78 years. 

II Probably Humphrey Davie and Neheniiah Bourne. 



vnt immedifttelj Btmck dead, tbe eighth ntmck blind, the 
ninth mad, a very remarkable hand of God. 

Tbe Broail Seal in bought find sold, no that thpre is no hold 
of anything granted to an; man. 

There are abundnnce more porticnlan. (I snppoae that io 
meant in the Bay.) Tbna much as the sum of intelligence 
which Mr. Glover brongbt in aletter from the Bay, the 5th day, 
laat week. Co Springfield, and is since come hither. 

Unto tlietie 1 Hhiill aild three passages of news which I heard 
from Mr. Jones, and were reporl«d to him by Mr. Hadson 
ttom Anger" an foUowetli. 

1. The Charters of all the Cities and Corporations, in Eng- 
land, are called in and nntlefled, except London and Bristol, or 
York. 

2. That Mass is tolerated thronghont England. 

3. That by the Hoiitie of Commons in Parliament it was vo- 
ted that the King should have the power of ordering, and dispos- 
ing men'B perKonal estates, bnt when it iiame to the House of 
Lords, it wait opposed, for one of the Lords stood up. and said 
that it wan known he had been faithful to the King'a interest. 
but could not consent to that, for he must be faithful to hia own 
intereat, bin wife'* and children'H. who would thereby be un- 
done (or to that pnrpose. ) 

I hear that the Synod in the Bay, is broken up without do- 
ing anything, and have adjourned the meeting till October or 
November next 
•ProbiblyNli'haluAuKor.orNnw Hivru. Tbo niiD>'^ irrlll«D by TH^ 
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JOHN DAVENPORT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. 



[Several letters of Rev. John Davenport to Gov. John Winthrop. Jr.. were 
printed in the HiBtorical Discourses of Rev. Dr. Bacon in 1830, and others in 
Collections of Mass. Historical Society, Vol. X, Third Series, some of which 
w^re given in the Edition of the Daveni>ort f^unily, in 1861. We now se- 
lect a few l^m the twenty preserved among the Winthrop Papers, as prin- 
ted in Collections of Mass. His. Society, Vol. VII, Fourth Series, beginning 
at page 489. 

iohn Winthrop was bom in Qroton, England, in 1608. He was the son of 
Oov. John Winthrop, of Massachusetts, and first came to America with his 
father in 1631, but soon returned to England. 

In 1639, he came back with Lion Qardiner* (who built a fort at the month 
of the Connecticut River) and in 1644, 5, removed his flunily to Pequot har- 
bor, where in the spring of that year he founded what is now the city ot 
New London. He was elected Qovemor of the Connecticut Colony in 1667 — 
the date ot the letter first given.] 



To the Ryjht WorahipfuU John Wbiihrope, Enqr. Govemour of' 
ComieciaciU Colonie, these present in Hartford. 

HoNOURisu Sir, — Though my Kpirit in much streightened & 
indisposed for wrigliting letters, by that late dreadfall Htroake 
upon us, from the hand of the Most High, in the loss of our in- 
comparable Governourf & my faithfull freind, under which we 
still bleed, and, I feare, unto the death of our politique body ; 
unles God be pleased to shew himselfe in the mount, above all 
that we can ask or thinck ; yet I willingly take this sad occasion 
to salute yourselfe, and Mrs. Winthrope, respectfully & affec- 
tionately, in the Lord, in boath our names, who long to see 
your face, in your best season. 

t Theophilus Eaton, who died January 7, 1667. 

* Lion Gardiner wa8 bom in England, and educated to the profession of 
amis. Studied civil and military cngineeriug. and became an officer in the 
British Army. He engaged in the wars of Holland, and became "Master of 
Works of Fortiftcatlons in the ledges of the Prince of Orange." 

While in Holland ho wsh intimate with John Davenport, Hugh Peters and 
others, with whom he entered into an agreement to employ his servioos for 
the Company of Patentees of the Territory at the month of the Connecticut 
River "in the drawing, ordering, and making of a city, towns, forts and for> 
tiflcatii>n8." By the terms of his agreement made with Peters, Davenport. 
and others, he was to act in this employment four years and have under 
his control three hundred able-bodied men. He arrived at the month of 
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Tbe JDcloHed. wliereoDto this oervetb fnr n cover, will, shew 
yon whBt the cane * desire of brother and sister Herrymans \m. 
With them I also joyne my bnli]b[l]e reqnest that you will be 
pletuied lo consider and adviae speedily, that, if it may be. his 
eyesight may be preserved and his eye healed. Being assared 
of your readynea liBrennto, as unto every worke of mercy, I 
cense to diverte yon from the weighty a&irea under your hand. 
iLDcl to detaine you from this present neoessary worke of mercy, 
which craves your serious eonaideration and speedy helpe. The 
l^rd guide yon in boatb A prosper all yonr endeuTonrs for 
the good of many, & of this onr brother ! My Sonne also pre- 
sents yon with an acconnt of his negotiation about the bnise- 
ncH yon comuiended lo bis rare. Farewell in our Lord Jesns. 
In whom I rest Sir. 

Your obliged freind It servant in the Lord. 

John Davei 
this 21 of the 11th m. 67., in the evening. 
illJTJDliliWIntbrop.Jun.. "Mr Dsvpnport. iboiit O : I 



JOHX DAVENPORT TO JOHN WINTHROP. JR. ip. 495.) 

To Ihf RhjM Womhip/ull hia iiiiicA lloiio'irtfl /reitul. John Win- 
tlinipr, Knqr, Drpiily (rorrminir af- Ciynnrrliicui, that prtnenl in 
Ihirlfonl 
HoNuuiiBD Sin. — I received 2 letters bom yon, & retnm many 

thE Connprllc-iit Rlvrr. ^nv. ^, KW. Hlii ion DiTiil. bom April », ItM. 
wu the flnt whtte .-lillil lioni In (^auuerttonl. Lion Oinllni-r died In tM3. 
Ilr IrR luge lindnl poMWHloua no Loan Iilud, mil ilio airdlncr'ii lalud 
— aitnitrd nur tta« Eiit Hunplon ■bore— vhlrli tu mtdlfd on bl* 
Kon David (by piUnt nvm Oovrmor Dongui.) who crecttid 11 Into ■ lonl- 
■blp lad mannr, tol>r knowu bj t1» unie of "I/irdabip ud Uanor of Ou^ 
dloer-n Mud " 

tt In renurkslilr, ibiit, nliu'e IJnn OuillDsr.tbln blwil bu dncended traia 
Divld lo Jabn, ■nd IToni Jnhn to Divld, tbrongb right proprieton, In nga- 
Ur nurpemiloti, ni»|p Iniiie uevor having Wlrf. mud unlll lbs p»»nl gen*- 
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thancks to yon for them boath, & for the intelligenoe contained 
in them. The death of those 3 men, & the mortality in the 
conntreyes in Enghind, are sorrowful tydings. That which 
concemes the Lord Fairfieixe answers my former opinion. I 
hope we shall speedily receive oar letters from London, and 
thereby the tme state of the pnblick affiiires there, &c. Dr. 
Wright hath twise written to me, to encourage my retnme to 
London. However Ood shall be pleased to order my way, I am 
tmely sorry for the loss of such a man, * whose hearte was to- 
ward God, A his people. CJonceming our Gonrt matters here ; 
the last Election-day was the saddest to me that ever I saw in 
Newhaven, by our want of him, whose presence, £c, was wont 
to make it a day of no less contentment then solemnity. Being 
weary, after my sermon, I was absent from the Court. The Ist 
newes that I heard from thence added to my sorrow ; for I 
heard that Mr. Goodyeare was wholly left out in the choyse of 
magistrates ; whereas I had bene secure, thincking the}' purpos- 
ed to choose him Grovemour. f But, the day following, upon en- 
quiry into the cause of it, I received such answer as cleared 
unto me that it came to pass, not by any plot of men, but by 
the overruling providence of God. For the proxies generally 
voted for Mr. Goodyeare to be Grovernour, & Mr. Leete, Deputy, 
and none of them gaue theyre votes for Mr. Goodyeare to be 
Deputy Governour, if the former fayled, nor to be magistrate, 
but put in blancks to boath, taking it for granted that he would 
bo chosen Governour. But, before they proceeded to election, 
some of the Deputies of the Court propounded and urged the 
necessity, or great expediency, in respect of our condition, at 
present, of having the Governour present among us. Hereunto 
the freemen generally consented, & hereby the election fell np- 
on Mr. Newman to be Governour, «fc Mr. Leete Deputy Gover- 
nour, for this yeare. To this latter the proxies, for the most 
part, concurred, & most of the present freemen. The vot<?8 of 
the present freemen & some few proxies carryed the election 

* Gov. Eaton, who had died the preceding winter. 

t At the Court of Electionfl. held at New Haven, 26th May, 1658, Francis 
Newman was chosen Governor, in pla<;e of Theophilua Eaton, deccaiie<l. 
Goodyear died in October following— AVw Haven Colonial Records, ii. 231, 
268. 
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fcrt Govemonr to Mr, NewnisD by plurality of votes, which he 
Htmngly rtifnueil. hut importunity of many in the Conrt, at last 
(ivercAiue him to Hccept it ; and some of Mr. GoodyeaTM 
freinilH & telatireK apalie ^amcHlly. when these 2 were choBeo, 
to hinder fain being choHen to moytHtracy, alleadging snch 
rensoiiH an they hacl. 

What the minde of God is herein, time will shew. The 
Court sate since the election, til tbU day, & have passed 
thorough many weighty biiixenesses, by the helpenf Gods pres- 
ence with them, to good satiHfaction. both to themselves & 
iithers. Give me leave Co add a touch upon yonr buiaenes 
about your lead mine, which I make bold to suggest, onely un- 
to your selfe. I am informed that one found in a letter written 
to another from London, that lead in of good value, probably 
nbiive what you know. My wife telleth me thatahe spake with 
one, who ttdd her that he found, in that letter, that they will 
will give 61 prr tunn for lead in the bigger peeces, Jt 51 ptr 
tun for the smaller peeces luid 20 n per tao for the dust of it, 
which, it may be. you cant away, as of no nse. This intimation 
may bi' of use to you, we booth thought, to prevent some loas 
you might sQstfllne by those that will, probably, be trading with 
you for the lead, knowing of what esteeme it is in lAindon, &. 
i'onoealing it from your selfe, for tUeyre owne advantage. My 
Mincere love moketh me thUH bold to acquaint you with any 
thing which may be e rr I'Mfni, to know. I hope Mrs. Win- 
thrnpe & yonr whoU Dtmtlie is in health, because 1 know noth- 
ing to the oontniry. The good Lord continue it, with his fa- 
vour .t loving kindoes in Jesus Christ to yourselfe & them alL 
We iHiath, with our Sonne, present our hnmble service to you 
lioath. & our affectionate salutacions to them. The Lord Je- 
HiiK dwell with yon in peace ', In whom I rest. 
Sir. Yonrw much obliged. 

John Da%-enp<)rt. 
Newhiven, the 3(1 d. of the 4th m. 66. 

Inilorwil by JoLo WlDtlirop,JUD.."llr, DiTBnport." 



/^ 
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JOHN DAVENPORT TO JOHN ^TNTHBOP, JB. (p. 601.) 

To the Honoured John Winthrop, Esqr,, Oovemour cf Oonnecta- 

cute, these present. 

Honoured Sib, — Mr. Rutherford being now arrived here from 
the Baye, telleth as that Mr. Yale is come, which also his let- 
ter to me from the Baye confirmeth. He saith sister Hiumah 
Eaton* is ofl&ed an husband ; a godly man, who hath 2 child- 
ren, & 20(M per annam. He pnrposeth to come with brother 
Alsop, who is expected here speedily. I have a letter from my 
brother Hooke, but no intelligence, since the change of gov- 
ernment, from him, though from other hands I have. One 
letter I send you to read, with desire that you will retnme it to 
me againe, at your leasure, that I may answer it I have also 
sundry weekly Intelligences, but in them there is not much 
news since the change of government I have sent yon 3 or 4 
other bookes, which I have not yet time to peruse, nor scarse 
my letters as I would, being filled with impediments at this 
time. Were you here, I could take up your spare time with 
pleasing diversions, by reading varietyes of occurrences in 
the world. All the use that I make of such things is to see 
how things worke towards the accomplishment of the prophe- 
sies that conceme these times, & to know how to pray suitably 
to changes of providences. 

Present myne, my wifes & sons humble services, together 
with your sclfe, to Mrs. Winthrope, & our loves to yours. I 
feare how it is with Mrs. Pierson having heard nothing from 
thence all this day. If she be alive, the Lord send forth his 
word & heale her, & many sick <t weake persons among as ! 
Farewel, in our Lord Jesus, in whom I rest, Sir, 
Yours obliged, 

John Davenport. 
Newhaven, the 29th d. of the 5th m. 1659. 

The messenger sent last year is returned to the Baye, Jt hath 
brought 30 tun of stones for the iron worke. Excuse my hast. 
ludoraed by John Winthrop.jun., "Mr. Davenport, Rec : July : 28 :" 

* Hannah, youngeHt daughter of Theophilun Eaton, married July 4. 165i>, 
at Loudon, William Jones, who came next year to New England in the Ahip 
with Goffo and Whalley the regicidea : aud settled in New Haveu. — Savagr't 
GeneaL Diet. 
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JOHN DAVENPORT TO JOHN WINTHEOP, JK. (p. 603.) 

7b Iht honourrd John Wintkrope, Eiqr. Oovemour i^ Connetiacuif, 

Oituprtmnt in Hartford. 

HoHovBXDStit, — I Bnppoae Mi. J. C. hath reported antojon 
irhat he leoeived (by word of month, becaase I wiiat«d time 
A hber[t;] to wright what I would) from me. for that end, oon- 
ceming the state of affaires in England opon this unexpected 
chaiige, wherebj the Lord Proteotonr* is redoced anto tbe 
state or a private gentlemen, bjr his Tolnntarj aet, at the per- 
HDBsion of the Lord Oeneral Fleetwood, Lord Diaborongh, ftc., 
yet the Coloneli &, cheife leaders of the army in Scotland 
(among whom I Qnd yonr wife's brother, CoL Bead his name) 
have petitioned the rerlTed long lasting Parliament, now reas- 
sembled npon the desire of the army, to allow the last Lord 
Protector ao,O0W per annum dnnng his life, whereof lO.OOtM per 
nnrinm is to be inheritance to that hoase, in reeompenoe of 
his &theni faithful A honourable aerricee for the good of the 
Commonwealth. It is also, by others, desired that the I^y 
Dowager may have 10,0(MMperannuniconferred npon her. dnr- a 
ing her life, an a maike of hononr and thanckfalness in refer- 
ence to her deceased hnsband. The people seeme to be yeiy 
well pleased with this change, ft to promise to themselTes great 
good thereby. 'BmX quieqnidid rid, timeoDanaotv^idonafrrtnUi; 
I saspect that Jesaltes have an hand in tnming the wheele, to 
iutrodnce the K. of Scots; wherein I am the more strengtbned 
by on offer of 40,0001. made by a Qnaker. as it is said, for White 
Hall, which, together with Hampton Court k Qreenewitch & 
other of the Kings houses, is set to saile. Probably, the Jesn- 
ites pnrse shall pay that snmme, in the name &, by the hand 
of B Quaker, to settle there, in time, a Jesuiles Colledge. For 
tbe marriage betweene France a«d Spciine, ft the toiles of the 
K. of Sweden, ft the interest which they may gaine in the K. of 
Kcots. may all them with hopes of reducing England JieMim, 
Ntnr wnm, to become, as in former times, the Popes asse agaiue, 
which may make way for the slaying of the witnesses, which is 
the Ist thing to he done, before theyre rising, ft the baming of 
Rome, ft the calling of the Jewes. Bnt I forget that yon ore 

* Richard Cromwell : bl> hther, Ollter, hsd died Sd September, ISM. 
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Upon your journey to the Baye, where you will receive full in- 
telligence of all things. My brother HookeH letter was written 
before this change. He purposed a letter, &, I beleive, hath 
written one, to your selfe, though it is not yet brought to my 
hand, because he doth not mention your name in my letter, ^ 
because, in his former letters, he promised to wright unto you. 
The Lord make your journey safe, comfortable, & prosperous ! 
We want your presence here exceedingly. Many among us are 
sorely visited & distressed, & some distracted, in the paroxisme 
of theyre disease, for a time, which taketh them in the^Te 
heades with extreme paine, as sister Beamont, brother 
Myles & his son ; his daughter also hath bene neare unto 
death, but I hope that, through the mercyes of God, they are 
somewhat better. All John Thomas his house have bene downe, 
his wife is stil very weake, &. himselfe not strong, & all brother 
Doelitles house, excepting himself, cum multis cUijs. Mm. 
Pierson is in a hopeful way. Mr. Pierson hath bene touched, 
so that he could not keepe the fast, last 4th d., but wisely tooke 
the physick in the beginning, & will, I hope, doe well. 
« Many questions my wife hath about the various exercises of 
• peojile under this afflicting hand of God ; some she purposeth 
to send inclosed in this ; to which, i£ you have time to retume 
an answer, be pleased, together with it, to retume to ine my 
copie in your hand of Mr. Hopkins his will. Myne, my wift»8 
«fe sons humble respects jbeing presented to yourselfe & Mrs. 
Winthrope, & our love to yours, I rest 
Yours obliged, 

John Davenport. 
Newha\'en, the 5th day of the 6th m. 1659. 
ludoiwed by John Winthrop, jun., "Mr. Davenport: rer : [Hlffjiblf.]" 
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JOHN DAVENPORT TO JOHN WINTHROP. JR. (p. 5(H,) 

To the honoured John Winthrope, Rsqr., (rorernotir of Counectficnte, 

Cotonie, thefie present in Ilartfoi'd. 

HoNorRED Sir, — I received, by brother Wakeman. 3 letters- 
to my selfe, (besides those that my wife k son received,, togeth- 
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er with ynnr bonutifhl anpplies of medicines for our tiirk 
neighbontH A freiruls, which nre innny.) for which yonr great 
Isboar & tthprnlity of love, I ri'tnmc ninny henrty tbnnckii, be- 
ing exceedingly obligeil to ynii for the Bane. I received nlso 
my copie of Mr. Hopkinn hiH will, & Mr. Lyngn letter & the 
]irinteil papeta, wbich liwt yon might have retained with yon. 
I Hhnll onely, at prenent, adil I'lnt Hincie my wrighling to yon, I 
hftve received letters A booken. & ivritten papers Irom my an- 
cient and honoured freindti jtlr. Hnrtlib.* Jt Mr. Dnrief where- 
in I Gude HUndry rariljeii of inventions, i projects for common 
good, of Hnndry kindew. which I long for (in opportunitie to 
commnnioate to yonr selfe, might yonr first leaimre give Ha an 
occaxion of peraonal dinuonrse together. They are too many 
to be trannmitted nnto yon by pansengerH. & yet hdc'j bb. I be- 
leive. will afioard singalar contentment to yonr pnblick spiTil. 
t probably yon will linde aonm imrticnlaritiex among them, 
which may be advantagionH to yonr private proBlt. in the im- 
provement of yonr KiRhem Inland, Ac. I cannot concer.le nny- 
thinge ^om yonr selfe. Knch in my nnfeigned love, that 1 can 
conjeotnre may be e rr vrslra to know. Yonr report of Mrs, 
Winthropes illnen A danger would have deeply afflicted me, 
had it not bene allaieil with the hopea of her recovery, yet. aa it 
in. we cannot bot ayuipathize with her A yonr selfe, in this af- 
flicting providence; yet no an acknowledging Gods mercy, to hia 
pmiHC. who ordered tbe circnmHtaneeH of it no favonrably, that 
it should befall her. while your selfe was present with her, 
that ahe might have there by both comfort and iielpe for her 
cure, by his bleRHing. Tbe good Lord goe on in healing to 
beale. i, in rostorint; to restore her nnto perfect health A, 
strength, with u aanctifyt-d A blesaed finite of thin his Fatherly 
cliaatisement ; that yoD may rejoyce tr^ether in his goodnes 
all yonre daies. A be satiafyed with his mercies in Jesns Christ ! 
I am sorry for the sicknes A weaknea of your 9 daughters, 
1>eHeeching the Goil of our life A health to send forth hia word 
•SiDiui'lHirtUb, tbt iDgvDlououtboiarmui}' worki on igriculture sod 
Niturnl talatoT]'. iria tb« non of * Polldi incn:U>ut, and Ig inppoiwd to have 
inTwI-OfEdn™. 
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of blessing with the meanesto beale them, & to sanctifie them 
with the rest of yonr branches, to himselfe, in Jesus Christ ! 
In whom I rest, 

Sir, Your mnc'a obliged freind & servant, 

• John Davenporte. 

Newhaven, the 19th day of the 6th moneth, 1659. 

POnttCBIPT. 

Sir, — Because I cannot, by a pencile, I must, under a vaile, 
represent unto you my wifes deepe sense of your tender affec- 
tions A greate love towards her, expressed in your letter to my 
son, and wherein you was pleased to shew how the report of 
her least illnes affected you. For I want words to declare her 
transcendant thanckfulnes for the same. 

Concerning Mr. Yale ; she hath treated with him as effectu- 
ally as she conld, & more fully than she would, if it had been 
for her selfe, for you having the linnen, & pewter, & cushions ; 
urging the full consent of his mother, under her hand. But to 
that he reply ed that his mother was now dead, & so her act 
was void, A that he is bound to attend his order, which is to 
send them to England. My wife told him that she did not 
doubt that, if Mrs. Hannah knew it, she would consent. But 
he stil insisted in his want of power to doe it. The chayres 
& stools, of which you spake, Mr. Yale is willing to seL If 
Mrs. Winthrope please to have them, my wife would doe her 
indeavour to answer her desire therein, upon notice from you. 
My wife ihincks you had better buy new linnen in Rngland, 
& you will there have better pennyworths ; for Mr. Newman, 
our Governour, hath now a suite for a table cloath, a dozen of 
diaper napkins «l'- a towel, of Dam mask fashion, for 26 shillings. 

We long to heare of Mrs. Winthropes perfect recovery, & 
of perfect health restored to your familie ; qnwl facii Dexut ! 
Ekiam iU(jU€ etinm viUe. 

Tuissimuif, J. £>, 

Indorsed by John Winthrop, jiin., " Mr. Davenport ; reo : Aug : 20.*' 
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JOHN DAVENPOBT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. (p. 611.) 

To Ihf Rhjhl Woraftip/Vi/i tt lOor/ftHv Uonnvrfd John Wvnthropi, 
Eaqr. Qnitmoiir af t'ontiKtac'ilt (Wonfe, ttitxt prtntnlal Ilari- 
ford. 

HoNOCBED Sia, — I TeceiTed, by Mr Goodwin, the Intelli 
genera ^ni England, vhich I now retume, with many thnnckB, 
by the HBme haiid. Here is a report bronght from Virginia, by 
a ship lately arrived there from England, in G weebes, that the 
King of Scotn is in London, which I doe no more credit then 
that report of the QoakerH, concerning General Hnnkes being 
in London, & sole General, by Lamberta find Fleetewoodes lay- 
ing downe theyre commiMionit. or the extablisbment of the prefi- 
byterian way. All which, I hope, with many other mmoTH, 
will be found not tme, in sundry parlionlara, when we ahull re- 
ceive oar letters from England. BeBiden that ship at Cape 
Anne, Lientonant Coohe speakes of another also, at Cape Codd. 
which, I tbiuck. in that of which bister Atwater wrote. Major 
Hawthorne i your brother, Mr. RichardH. went out of this har- 
bour, in the evening atl^r the 6th day, towards Road Island, 
purposing to travaile, by land from thence to Boston. The 
Dolch Govemour complemented with thsm, in liberal iu- 
tertainmeat ; bnt. for the principal bnisenes abont which they 
came, he denied to give thetn liberty of passing up the river, al- 
leadging that it wonld cost him hiH.heAd,if he Khonld permit that: 
ft some of the Dntcb traders threatened that themselves would 
cut off his head, if he should grant that nnto the English ; yet 
heoffered them, to refer the wholl matter to England A Holland, 
with acquiescence in theyre determination ; which onrfreindes 
refused, nrging theyre line; against which the Dntch Governonr 
demanded, why they had not claimed tt all thia while? They 
annwered. that they finde more neede of it now than formerly. 
He pleaded long poBseaaion. They replyed that the English 
had right to Hndsons River before them, 4 proved it more large- 
ly that I can now declare. The iune is, tbey parted placide- 
ly, and our freinda are to make theyre report to the General 
Court, at Boston. In conclusion, tbey told them that they 
should retume again, towards the end of sammer. I perceive, 
if that buisines proceedes, as ibior Hawtheme thincks it will. 
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all the Colonies are likely to be ingaged in a warr with the 
Dutch. Concerning what you are pleased to propound, I shall 
take the Ist opportunitie to speake with the Townesmen, that 
a good part of that which they are to pale, in reference to the 
house, be paide, according to your order, to Mr. Yale. I could 
wish that you had expressed quantum, I understand, by Mr. 
Goodwin, that his house is hyred for you to dwell in. The 
courses that the General Court take about Mr. Hopkins his 
legacie seeme to me very strange, viz : that they would know 
what portion of it they shall have, & yet hinder his Trustees 
from receiving what belongs to that estate, by sequestracionSjOne 
after another,, whereby the estate will suffer no small loss, some 
being ready to deliver up what they had purchased, because 
they will not have a litigious title, & one hath waved his bar- 
gaine, upon that account : others, who were ready to have 
paid what they owe to the estate, now refuse to paye, pretend- 
ing the Courts order, whereby, when the sequestracion shall be 
taken off, there is danger that, through loss of the season, when 
they were prepared to paye, there will be a loss of the payment 
itselfe, the debtours pleading theyre dissabilitie now. And 
the pretence whereupon the soquestracion is the 2d time laid 
on. is, that the Inventory is not given in, whereas some of the 
Court, it seemes, knew that it was left with our Atturneies in 
Hartford, by Capt. Cullick, with a trust to be by them pres^- 
ted to the Court, which they also acknowledge, & take the 
blame wholly upon themselves. But I'doe not love conten- 
tions. We have agreed in the answer, which I send inclosed. 
Myne, my wifes, & sons humble services being presented to 
yourselfe k Mrs. Winthrope, with our affectionate salntacions 
to your daughters, with my hearty desires & prayers continued 
for an abundant blessing from heaven upon you boath, & all 
yours, in N. E. & Old. I rest 

Yours ever obliged, Ax;, 

John Davexpoute. 
Newhaven, the 20th d. of the 2d m. 1660. 

Sir, You may please to communicate the inclosed to the 
General Court, or tlieyre Committee, as our joynt answer. 

Indowedby John Winthrop, jun., " Mr. Davenport about Mr. Hopkins 

legacy." 
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JOHN DAVENPORT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JB. {p. 616.) 
HoxnvBGD Sib. — Hnvin); no anre a conveyance, I retnnte 
the iucloHed, with ncknowledgiaeDt of mj very greate oblig»- 
ment unto joo, for your labor of love, in potting anch a taska 
npoo yonr uelfe, at such & time, as the transcribing of the 
ireekely intelligence from Che 3d ti^ 10th of the 3d m.. and in 
gratifying mee. so unworthy, vith the pemsal of it, whereby I 
anderstnnd the stiito of the publick, in our deare native conn- 
trie, and doe wiwh that Hnmlrie of out relations A, freindu were 
well settled in tbene eadH of the eartb. I heftre nothing yet 
concerning Capt Fierse his arriral, which I mnch nonder at, 
for I perceive that he hath bene about a quarter of an years in 
hid Toyadge. I wish that he be safe. I am in eipectooion of 
iiur Teacher's retame. with bro: Kutberford, every bonre. In 
the letter which Mr, Bichnrds conveyed to me from him (for 
which I retnme hearty thanckH to him, & for biH kinde accep- 
tance of auch intertainmentas we could make, on the auddaine, 
with axy reKalnttitionH to them boath) brother Streetereporteth a 
Htninge passage which he heard at Boston, which, it may be, 
will uiniuter some matter of laughter unto you, as it doth of 
indignation unto me. It is this, A company being mett Bome 
where in England (he thincks they were 5th monarchy men) 
and Sir Henry Vane with them, it was propounded tbat, seing 
CfariHt was not yet come, they should thinck of some one that 
should be cheife among them, tit he Hhall come, and that be- 
ing consented to, it was considered whom they should choose, 
and it was concluded, with common consent, t)ir Hen: VaJne : 
thereupon one rose up with a viol of oile, which he poured on 
liir Hen : Vainea head, and called him King of Jeraitalem. 
Siljiilfa prnts Aiilh(/rem. Hen, it seemes, are serious about set- 
ting up Kings ; our comfort is, that the Lord raigneth. and bis 
connsels sball atand. In rightly obeying this King we shall 
become faithful to whatHoever powers he settes over nit. We 
have mnch sickceH among us, both iii the &rmeB & towue, 
by the afliicting himd of the Most High renneil upon ns, 
rightconsl3'. Some wholl families it sundry particular per- 

Be pleased to present myne, my wifea and sous humble ser- 
vices, together with your selte, to Mrs. Winthrope, and our re- 
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Bpectful, affectionate salatationB, and thancks to Mr. & Mrs. 
Hichards. The Lord Jesus dwell with you in peace ! In whom 
I rest. 

Sir, Yours exceedingly obliged, 

John Davenporte. 
Nei^-haven, the Istd. of the 6th m. 1660. 



JOHN DAVENPORT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. (p. 619.) 

To the Rigid WorshipfyJlJohn Wlnihrope, Esqr.^ Gov^emoiur cf 
Coimectacutey these present in Hartford. 

Honoured Sir, — It was in my purpose to have written more 
largely to you then the hast of this unexpected sad occasion 
will permit. Therefore, respiting that to a fitter season, I shall 
limit this to the present case, which you will find reported, as 
it was told my son, by the sickmans wife, who is Joseph & Tim- 
othy Nashes owne sister, a member of our church, &, now in 
danger to be left a yong widow, with sundry small children, if 
God take away her husband, a member also of our church, call- 
ed Talmage.* Be pleased to take his case into your serious con- 
sideration. And the Lord guide you to prescribe what he will 
bless, for the helpe & recover}- of him, upom whom a whoU 
familie dependes for daily bread, as the onely instrument in 
Gods hand for theyre outward subsistence; & who is approved in 
the church, as a man fearing God and faithful in all his deal- 
ings with men ! My wife & son joyne with me in presenting 
our humble services to your selfe & Mrs. Winthrope, with our 
affectionate salutations to yours ; with our desire that j'on would 
desist from your purposed voiage for England, f at least, for this 

* Kobert Talma{j;o of New Haven, who married Sarah, daughter of Thomas 
Nash.— A'arflf^f'* Gmeal. Diet. 

t Tills letter wa« written on the 10th of June, nine days after the Gcnerml 
Court, at Hartford, had voted £r)(M> to defray the Governor's expeuiies " in 
reference to hi« intended voyage to England, if his imrpose and resolution 
do Btill continue to go, in regard thin court hath made choice of hin worship 
to be an agent to further our welfare, in presenting our Address and Peti- 
tion to the King's Majesty, and to improve his abilities and proouve us a 
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yewtt ; for sandrie teatiotDi, which to me seeme weighty, bat I 
want tim*>. at prenent, to offer them to your consideracion. 
The Lord gnide you in sncb reeolnciou & acting in this matter 
nn may be Hafpat for yonr Helfe, &. b«Bt for yonr fomilie, &c 1 In 
whom I rent. 

Sir, Yonrs obliged, 

John Davenpobt. 
Newhaten, the 16tb of the 4th m. 1661. 
Indorwd bj- Jobn Wluihroii. Jon., " Mr. DaTcnporl, abont Ooodnan Ta]- 



JOHN DAVENPORT TO ELIZABETH WINTHHOP. (p. 520.) 

TW Am Honour fdfrtinil Mrs. Winthrop, thtut premil in Botlon ; or 

tHiit thU tfitrr, irilk Iht pndcct, at Mr. Amoa Rirhanlsont, mtr- 

rluini in Bonlun, to be d^iverrd lo fier liandii irU/i aafdy <£ 

Hi>NOOREii Mhk. WtNTHBOPE.— Thia is ouely to Hainte yon, 
with due respect 4 lincere affection, aa one to whom I confeu . 
my Helfe to be eiceedinKly obliged, and lo cover the iocloaed, 
timn yoDr precioua hnaband, that it may come safe to your 
haoda, by thia onr approved freind, Capt, Clarke, who, I 
know, will apeedily deliver it to yoaraelf. From one pasaage 
in yonr worthy huabaiida letter, I perceive that he longed, in 
winter, for the retume of the spring, that he might l*ke the 
first opportnuitie of letnming nnto yoQ, which conflrmea my 
betiefe of what CapL Heely reportes, that we may expect hia re- 
tnme, by the wilt k blessing of God. aome time the next 
Dioneth. The good Lord.wbon windea & sea obey, All his aailes 
with favonrable windea. i. carrie him A hia compauie, aa upon 
e^lCH winga, fnrr above the reach of all hnrtftill dangers, A make 
his retnrDe fnll of comtoria & bleKstngs to yon Aondyonr fam' 
ily, & to many others, for whose good he hath allwaies bene 
ready to improve his precions talents t time ! If Capt Clarke 

Pi.t*Dt.- tc.—l'ub. Krr. ff(\mn.. I. 3 
th1( mlKdon. H*h>dl«ftCoDnerllc 
t*r ot WUllMD LhU. datdl Adr. S. L 
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relume, by the waj'^ of Hartford, to Boston, he will bring yon 
another letter, of later date, inclosed to Mr. Willis. Yon will 
also receive from me, by this bearer, bookes of newes, which, 
when you have perused, he desires they might be sent to Mr. 
Stone or Mr. Willis, for freinds there to see.. Be pleased to 
present my respectful salntacions to Honoured Mr. Symons & 
his wife, to your son and daughter Newman, &, to- your daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Laicie, &, to all yours. The Lord Jesus dwell with 
you & them in mercy & peace & loving kindnesses ! In whom 
I rest 

Yours exceedingly obliged, 

John Davenport. 

My wife &, son present theyre humble service to yoarselfe, 
with salutacions to all yours, affectionately. 

N. H. the 14th day of the 2d moneth, called April, 1662. 
Indorsed by John Wintbrop, jun., "Mr. Davenport, 166^2." 



JOHN DAVENPORT TO JOHN WINTHROP, JR. (p. 529.) 

To the Honorable John Winihrop, Esqr. Govemour of Cbyntecie-cufe, 
these present vcith speed, at his house in Hartford, tciih the packti. 

Honorable Sib, — These few lines, in the midst of sundry 
distractinj; buiseneases upon me. at present, tend onely to re- 
turne many thancks for your kinde letter, & to usher the 
packet of intelligences which I received from London, bv 
Capt. Martin, which, I thinck, you will willingly peruse, if you 
have not seen them alreadie. I thought to have proposed a 
motion for your wrighting to the Govemour of Mattachusets, 
tliiit ft day might be agreed upon, wherein all N. E. might, 
with one accord, bewaile the burning «V devastacion of that 
greate citie ;• but even now, an order is come to us from the 
Court for a fast to be kept publickly in these churches, on the 
1st Wednesday in April, which will be the next 4th day. The 
warning is too short for so soUemne .1' extraordinary a duetie ; 

* Tbe writer alludes to the great fire of London, which oconrred in Sep- 
tember of the ppeoeding year. 
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yet we pnrpoHe lo obeio it, m it rany please God t<i iuflblp. I 
also tliou)(ht to hnve ndiled Rome tiling ooncernin); the Synod; 
wherennto I Hnspect thntwo nre not tegnlarly 4 orderly ealleiJ, 
by tbe Conrta order, for many reimcinH wbich are of weight 
with me, who desire to see n ilne order attended in all thingf. 
DAhiin in HO ^-eighty nRhirex. But I Hball HUpiiresn that, for 
the prefleot. & ahio onr jiint greivance for the iU nsnge of the 
meoHengem sent Ibiiu theKe irhurchen to enquire of the cnaaes 
of thftt HcandnloDH division in the rhotch at Hartford, to the 
end that we might conaider fit eipedienlB for tbe qnenching 
of tbat tire. A for the nettling of tmeth & peace among them, as 
we are bonnd to endeaionr by the communion of cbnrcheB. 
Thia Home of tlie MngiatrateH bibonred to binder, by Heading 
the MarHhal to ennvent them before them, it by reproving them 
before many witncHaes. The cheife actor* herein were [the 2 
AllinK & Mr. Tulkot.] I might add 'nUo n wrong dnne to thia 
A tbe neighl)our Townea. by on unrighteoaH order (aa tbe A«- 
xiatantH A Deputies from theae Townships declared it to be in 
the Court at Hartford,) for a rate lo be paid by them to Mr. Roi- 
aetor. KM I am loatb to tronbloyou with complaints of things 
done in your absence. & withant your consent. To the Most High 
we commend onr cauae & cane. For yourttelfe, Honorable Sir. 
I am desironH to aiwure you tlint I am an heartily yonru aa ever. 
alwaiea mindful of your love. & of my strong engngementa for 
the same, together with the effcola thereof toward me & myne, 
wbii do joyntly A Heverolly present onr aervice to yonr aelfe ft 
Mm. Winthrop. with onr affectionate & respwlfnl salntacions 
to all youra ; pmyiug that alt bleaaingamay be ooL-umiilated up- 
on you A them, through JeanR Christ, in whom I rcsl 
Sir. Yonru eioeedingly obliged, 



N. H, tbe 37th d. of tbe lal 
iDdoiwHl by John Wlnttaniii, ] 



1. 11)67. 
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JOHN DAVENPORT TO REV. JOHN DURY. 

[extract.] 

* * FUifjranie Schi6mfitis Jncendio^ Ecdestas, quas opfirtebat Arc- 
tiitsimo Pacis et Uniiaiis Vinculo Coiligari, mi^eran in sectaM Invina 
Deo Lacerabnt Erinnys ; usque adeo ut qui miUwim contra cotH." 
munes Hoaies opem conferretU^ proh dolor I concerimionejt Midian- 
iticas invicem agutU; Sicut enim Juvenes^ quos ad Divnicandum 
Abnerua ProvocabcUt se mutuiji Vulneribwi Confecerunl; sic, quo- 
rundam VUiOt qui partes polius agutU male Disputeaitinin, quam 
bene Evangelizantiam» Jurgia^ Lites, Animorum DicorliOt SchiS' 
niaiaet Soandala, inEcdesiis Evangelicis Suboriuniur,non sine graci 
If^rniorum Offendiculo^ nee sine summo bonantm omnium Jianrcrtt 
ac Inimi4:orum Evangelico} Veritatis ObledametUo," 

'* While the fire of schism has been raging, the hateful fury has 
miserably torn to pieces the clmrohes that shonld have been 
held together in the strictest bonds of love and unity ; inso- 
much that they who should have united for mutnal help 
against the common enemy, alas, have even fallen upon one 
another, as in the day of Midian. As the young men, upon the 
provocation of Abner, wounded one another to death ; thus, by 
the fault of some, who do the part rather of bad vcranglera than 
of good preachers^ there do arise in the reformed churches those 
t/roUs, and strifes^ and animosities, and schisms, and scandals, 
which offend the ineak and afflict the good, and are no little sat- 
isfaction to the enemies of gospel-4ruth." 

*• Nunc VerOy Postqiiam Gustos Israelis, Deus Pacis, dedii in 
(Jorda tot Ecdesiarum et Magistraluum^ ut Vidneribus istis Medidnatn 
faciendam esse, Necessarium Judicarint, En! Bonorum omninni 
Animi, in Spem erecti, Malorum istorum Salutarem Cla»Asulatn Ex" 
pedant, et Votis iniimis, Patrem Misericordiarum Vobiscttm mtw 
rant, ui SpiritiLs sui Gratia, Secundum Verhum Suuin, Oonsilia ei 
aciiones Ser varum Suoruni dirigere, ad Sancti Xmnitiis Sui Gloriam 
dignetur/' 

"But now that tho •Keeper of Israel,' the *God of peace,* 
hath put it into the hearts of many churches and rulers, to ap> 
prehend it necessary that a cure should be sought for these 
wounds, behold ! the minds of all good men do with a raised 
hope expect an happy close of these mischiefs ; and with most 
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LETTER TO t!EV. JOHN DFRY. 895 

hearty prayer do beseech tlie Fiither of Mercies, that he wonlJ. 
by tlie grace of his Spirit, ncording to liia word, please to di- 
rect the coannels nnd nctions of his servantti. for the glory of 
his, own holy nnnie." 

" RtHt giiidem Jrfiafi, Rnfrtmlt Frnlt^- Dunec, iTiioii iiosrfi'im in 
eoiJnn Viiiiarnm CoijxM-f, Snh Ktitaa (iipittjraii VhrUlo, GuiislUulon, 
oil Sfgatiiim har, in Snnrliinnn Crnnmiiitinne Pronuneiiduni.Jrii- 
Itnit hiyitngli."— 

"Yon h5ve done ri^jht well, reverenil brolher (Dnry,) in that 
yoahRve, after n brotberty luEumer, imto the promoting of this 
affivir. in the cifniiniiiiioii nt' ii/iinla invited as. who belong to the 
same mysticftl body with your selves, under one head, onr Lord 
JeRUH Christ." 

" Dim Vtro turn rat Orthoiloiis hnpiniinidn, quaKi Oplnlissiiiia- 
illi Paci. q'ln- iiiirr SrUsns Evangelicas Eccleaias qiiieritnr. Offrn- 
diriil'itn posnerinl tl remonim. qui. ytitusiliilr Poxluiiinlt, m vttin- 
tiir Librrlalt Rt/rilaiuli Errora, qwim Fiu tmadtbrl anpedire: luit- 
oquf fill Errti'pto fiilurimt pai^H proiijiuniiinf, a Vitiis in Kcfvutii 

posilix." " Ijnippe i/nod aimtrt lU Bnorlbua Juili<tarf. el Errorex 

Itimfn in Frtilrilnis liifimiia Tolemre, I'lnimque JiMlinimiia rsjw 
Aponlolira Dortrhia ConKiinmn. Toleratio Vera Frulnim Iiijiniii- 
ruwi, lion JfM r.iae mlsqiit RecUrgntione, Vd fimliim iilmqiir Be- 

'' NcTcrtheleHB, 'tis not to be made nn article of complaint 
agninst the orlAoiluj-, an if they wonld hinder or delay the pmiv 
desired so mnch aiaong the rrfarmed i-AiircAM, because tbey do, 
as neccBsity shall call for it, use that libfrlg of rrfiiling errttra. 
.which peace ought to be no bar unto ; and by their example, 
would rescue the fntare peace from the extremes wherewith it 

would be readreil fanlty." "For we reckon that as well to 

judg' what things are emira. an to htnr with such errors in weak- 
er brethren, ate bulA of them agreeable to what we have been 
taught by the aposilcs. The lolemlioti of onr erroncoas breth- 
ren shonld not be witbont r^iilcing, but it should be without 
rejtfliiiij of those brethren." 
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LIST OF WRITINGS OF REV. JOHN DAVENPORT. 

F. B. Dexter, (recently elected to'the Lamard Professonihip of 
American History in Yale College) in his Paper, now publii^ed 
in the II Vol. of Ck>llection8, of the New Haven Colony His. So- 
ciety, (1877,) pp. 234-238, has given a very carefully prepared 
list of the writings of John Davenport, with the dates of com- 
position, (or of publication where the former date could not be 
ascertained,) and adding also the whereabouts of the copies of 
his printed works so far as known by him— in which great 
completeness has been attained. We here copy (with slight 
changes or additions, ) the list as thus given by Prof. Dexter, 
with the initials used, which refer to the following libraries : — 

A. A. S., American Antiquarian Society ; BodL, Bodleian ; 
B. Ath., Boston Athensoum ; B. Publ., Boston Public Library ; 
G. B., the late George Brinley ; Br. Mus., British Museum ; 
F. B. D., my own ; H. ^L D., the lie v. Henry M. Dexter, D. 
D. ; H. U., Harvard University ; M. H. S., Mass. Historical Soci- 
ety ; Pr. Prince Library ; U. S., Library of Congress ; Y. C, 
Yale College. 

1615-16. MS. volume of sermons preached at Hilton Castle ; 
presented to Y. C. in 1794 by his great-great-grandson, Hon. 
JamcB Davenport, of Stamford. 

1624, Oct. -Nov. Five MS. letters to the Rt Hon. Sir Ed- 
ward Conway, Secretary of SUite ; in the Record office, London. 
Abstracts are given in Calendar of Domestic State Papers, 1623- 
25, pp. 354-7, 371. [Printed (in part) in present edition of the 
Davenport Family, pp. 56, 66.] 

1625, May 18. Response in his examination for degree of B. 
D., at Oxford : in a MS. volume belonging to A. B. Davenport, 
of Briioklyn, N. Y., and Stamford, Ct. [See pp. 69, 70 this vol.] 

[1625 28?] In the last named volume, reply to Dr. Alexan- 
der Loighton, about Kneeling at the Sacrament ; also, other 
momomnvla on conformity. [See pp. 73, 78, this volume.] 

1627, Mcli. 2. A circular letter, signed by him in conjunc- 
tion with Thomas Taylor, Richard Sibbes, and William Gouge, 
asking help for Palatinate Christians ; in Calendar Dom. ^tiite 
Papers, 1(>27 28, p. 77, and in Sibbes' Works, ed. Grosjirt, v. i. 
J). Iviii. 

1627, Apr. 25. An Epistle to the Rea.ler, prefixed to Henry 



WRirlNGS OF JOHN DAVESPOIT. 397 

Scndder's •' ChriBtian's Dftily Walk." [Printed in the Appen- 
dix of thin work.] 

1628, Jaa. 18. The&nttof a series of nine manascript letters 
to Lady Mary Vere ; in tlie Br. Mus., Birch MSB., 4275 ; prin- 
ted in the Dnvenpnrt GeneaLogy, of 1851, p. 312. 

1628, June 30. Tlie second letter lo the snnie ; ibid., 314 
1G23, Apr. June. Two letters from n committee Jof which 
he is the flmt named) oC the "Ccunpany of the MassachnaettR 
Bay," to John Endecott ; in Transactions A. A. S., iii, 30a, 79, 

162!). "A Royall Edict for Military EierciseH ; published in 
H Sermon preached to the Qipliiines and Genlieimn that exercise 
Amies in the ytrtii/^ry tffirdi'ii," June 23, lfi20. Lond. 4 = . pp. 
viii. 27. B. Ath., and also an imperfect copy in A. A. S. 

1I>2U. Dec 2G. The third letter lo Lady .Vera. [Found at 
pftRe 3C0 of this volume.] 

VM'i. Preface, signed jointly by him and the Rev. Richard 
Sibbes, D.D., to the fotlowinn works of the Hev. John Preston. 
U. D., late Master of Emmanuel College, Cambridge : The 
Nev Covenant ; The BreaHt Plate of Faith and Love ; The 
Hain In' Qnal ideation. These prefaces are reprinted in Groaart's 
edition of ,SiblieB' Works, v, i. pp. sov-e. 

lliSl, Jan. IS. His MS answer "to certaine obiections devis- 
eil n|;iiinst him liy Timothy Hood, sometyuie his Cnrate ;" in 
Record Office, London. An abstraet is given in the Calendar 
Dom. State Papers. ll>2y'm, p. 483. [Found in Snpplemen- 
tarj' Edition of Davenport Family. (187G.) p|i. 85-88.] 

10.13, Febr. 11. An entry made in his "Great Bible," ac- 
knowledning God's help in the matter of the Feoffees ; quoted 
in the Magnalin, Bk. 3. Pt. 1, ch. 4. [See pp. 88, 89 of this vol- 

[1633, Nov.?] MS. on "Christ's Churclj. and his government 
of it ;■ in A. A. S. 

[Ifi33, Nov. -1] The fourth letter to Lady Vere ; printed in 
Dnveui>ort Genealogy of 1851, and pp. 9C to 110 of present vol- 

IGM. Mch. 18. MS. letter to Sir Wm. Boswell, agent of the 
King of England at the Hagne ; in Br. Mns., Additional M8S., 
So. «3!W, p. 106. 
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1634, [Dec] ** A IvKlGomplnt. againKt on Vnivst Doer. . 
containing: a translation of a Latin letter written [in Febr.,1634] 
to the ClassiH of AmBterdam ; **CertaineIn8troctionB delivered 
to the £lderH of the EngliRh Chnrch," dated Apr. 28, 1634 : 
**The Greivances, and ComplaintH of the . . English Church 
in Amsterdam. Anno 1(534. The 18. of October ;" and further 
remarks. This pamphlet, (4®, pp. iii, 24) was published by 
W. Best, without the author's kno\rledge. In Br. Mub. andBodL 

1635, Jan. **A Protestation Made and Published upon oc- 
casion of a pamphlett, Intitled A Ivst Complaint against an 
vnivst doer ..." Rotterdam. 4<=. pp. 7. In Rev. D. AVil- 
liams*8 Libr., London. 

1635, July 21. Fifth letter to Lady Vere. [Found in present 
volume, pp. 361, 366.] 

iri35, Dec. 15. Sixth letter to the same. Ibid. pp. 3(;6, 368, 
16:36 [Jan. V] Seventh letter to the same ; [edition of 1851.] 

1636. *• Apologetioall Reply to an answer [by J. Paget] to 
the unjust complaint of W. B[e8t]. ..." Rotterdam. 4-. 
pj). XX, 334. In Br. Mus., Bodl., Pr., and G. B. 

1638, Mch. 12. Letter (in his hand, but signed also by Theoph- 
ilus Eaton) to the Governor, Deputy, and AssistantH of Ma8.sa. 
chusetts. Printed in Collections of Mass. Hist. Soc., 3d Series, 
vol. 3, p. ItJo, in Savage's 2d ed. of Winthrop's Journal, i, 484, 
and in Daveniwrt Geneal., [edition 1851,] p. 323. 

[1638-9?] "Discourse about Civil Government in a New 
Plantation whose Design is Religion." Cambridge, New Eng- 
land. 1663, 4°. pp. 24. '*In the Title page whereof, the 
Nniiie of Mr. Chiton, is, by Mistake, put for that of Mr. iMctn- 
pnrtr (Magnalia, Bk. 3, Pt. 1, Ch. 4.) In Pr., M. H. S., B. 
Ath., H. U., and G. B. [A copy of this small tract, of 24 pages, * 
brought $45, at the recent sale (in N. Y. ) of the Menzies* 
Libmry. ] 

1630. '• An Answer of the Elders of the severall Churches in 
New Enghiiid unto Nine Positions, sent over to them (by di- 
vers . . Ministers in England) . ." This was printed as pages 
45) 78 of a volume entitled "Church-Government and Church- 
Covenant discussed . ." London: 1643. 4^. Pr. A. A. S., 
I'. S., and F. B. I). [See pp. 133-135 of present edition.] 

[1631), Aug. 22 V] *• A Profession of Faith, made at his ad- 
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mixHiott into one of the Charcbeit of Ood in New Englnnd," I 
tiuve a copy printeit iu< piLg^K 34-(0of John Cotlou'H " CoTencint 
of UodH free Gmee." Lc)aclon, IWl. 4°. The BAiae, printed 
Bepnrately. (Lomlon, l(ii2. i". pp. 8,) Ih in Br. Mas., 
BoilL. IJ. S., H. M. D.. the library of the Inte Kev. Hor- 
Hce Bnahncll, D. D.. nnd ii. B. Br. Man. and B. Pnbl. have it, 
appended to Cotton, an nbove, 1615. Reprinted with Preface, 
by the Bev, Dr. Bueon, New Haven. 1853. 12*. 

Ili39, Hepl. 28. £i);ltth letter to Ladr Vere : printed in N. 
E. HinL luid (teneal. Keninter, ii, 143. AIbo in present edition 
of Davenport History and (Genealogy, pp. 369. 370. 

1G44, Aug. 14. Komarks at the trial of iti». Haton ; in the 
records of the New Hhvkd Church, and printed in Bacon'* 
HiHt DiHConnteH. 297. 

H147, Nov. 13. Ninth Letter to Lady Vere. 
[16W, or earlier.] "The Knowledge of Christ IndiHpenHably 
required of all men that woald be saved ..." A volume of 
«eruionM, from Autu ii, 36, with the running- title. "The Trae 
MeHBiaa or Cmeified Jesns the ChriHt," London. 1653. 4 = . 
pp. vj. N7. In Br. Mhk. BodI,, Univ. of Aberdeen, A. A. S., U. 
S., and G. B. 

[1649?] SIS. leller to the Bev. Charles Chauncy, of Soitu- 
ate : no. -21 of pt. 2 of the Cotton Fapem in Pr. 

1650, May G. Letter to the Bev. John Cotton, of Benton ; 
printed in DaveniHirt Oenealogy. [1831.] 343. 

[1G.W?] ■■ The Power of Conyregntionnl Churches Asserted 
and Vindicated ; In aUHwor to a treittise of Mr. J. Paget . " 
London. 16?2. 1B°. pp.. i, 179 [or. by correct numeration, 
163.] In Pr.. M. H. S.. H. II., A. A. S., Amer. Congregational 
Axsociation. H. &I. D., and F. B. D. 

16.^3, Ang. 20. Letter to John Winthrop, of New London. 
In Bacon, 366. 

1C53, Ang. 25. MH, letter to Mrs. Karah Cotton, of Boston : 
in Mather Papers, vol. i. no. 14, in Pr. Printed in M. H. S. 
Coll.. xxsviii, .546, [and in present edition of Davenport Familv 
p. 371.] 

Ifi.'in. Muh. 10. Letter to J. Winthrop. In Bacon, 367, and 
M. H. S. Coll.. XXX. 6. 

1655, Apr. 14-19. Letter to the same. In Bacon, 369, and 
M. H. S. ColL. XJJ. 8. 
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1655, July 6. Letter to the Bnme. In Bacon, 370, anii M. H, 
8. Coll., XXX, 11. 

1655, Nov. 22. Letter to the same. In Davenport Genealo- 
gy, 346, and M. H. S. ColL, xxx, 12. 

1655, Nov. 30. Letter to the same. In Bacon, 371, and M. 
H. S. ColL, xxx, 14. 

[1656, or earlier.] "A Catechisme containing the Chief 
Heads of Christian Keligion.** By Davenport, and his assis- 
tant in the ministry, William Hooke. London, 1659. 16^. 
pp. 62. In Br. Mns. and Y. C. Reprinted (with Davenport *h 
** Profession of Faith,") New Haven. 1853. 12®. 

1656, Jtily 13—1658, Aug. 8. MS. outlines of sermons : in 
volume of 312 pages, 12®, in Y. C. 

1658. Letter to the Church in Wethersfield. In Conn. Hist, 
8oc. Coll. ii, 88. 

1658. He is said by Wood (AthenteOxonienses, ed. Bliss, iii, 
891,) to have "had a considerable hand in writing the life of 
Mr. John Cotton . . published by John Norton. " 

1658, July 20. Letter to J. Winthrop. In Bacon, 372, and 
^L H. S. Coll., XXX, 19. 

1658, Aug. 4. Letter to the same. In Bcu^on, 373, and M. H. 
K. Coll., XXX, 21. 

1058, Oct. 22. Letter to the same. In Bacon, 375. 

1659, Fcbr. 28. Remarks at a town meeting, quoted from 
thf- Ilecord by Btvcon, 119. 

1659. Mch. 18. Letter to J. Winthrop. In Bacon, 375, and 
M. H. S. Coll., XXX, 23. 

16.51», Apr. 15. Letter to the same. In Bacon, 377. 

li>59, Sept. 28. lictter to the same. In Bacon, 378, and ^L 
H. S. Coll., XXX, 25. 

IGm, Fobr. 22. Letter to the same. In Bacon, 379, and M. 
H. S. Coll., XXX, 29. 

ICtGi), Miirch 29. Letter to the same. In Davenport Geneal., 
^79. nnd "SL H. S. Coll., xxx, 30. 

1 i)CA), A])r. 5. Lett<.'r to the same. In Bacon, 381, and M. H. 
S. Coll., xxx, 31. 

1660, Apr. 13. Lettx'r to the same. In Bacon, 382, and ^L 
H. S. Coll., xxx, 33. 

1660, June 4, Letter of resignation of trusteeship of the 
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HopkinK Piiml. oddresseci to the Oenenil Court of New Hnvca. 
In TmiiibiiU'K Hist, of Conn.. 2.1 eil., i.fl32. 

Icai. Jiily20. Letter t.> J. Winthrop. In M. H. S. Coll.,' 
XII. 31, 

IGTA Aug, 11. Letter to the Rauie. In Dftvenport OeneaL, 
(1851.) 350. an.1 M. H. S. foil,, mi, 37, 

IGeO, OeL 17. Letter to J. Wintlirop. In Davenport Geoenl., 
<1851.) 353, ami M. H. S. Coll.. iii, 42, 

leeil, Nov. 27. Letter to the Hauie. In Bacon, 3B5, and M. 
H. S. Coll., Ill, H. 

[ICCO V] Latin letter to the Hev. John Dnrj-, EitractB in the 
Mognalia, Bh, iii. ]>t. i. ch, i, [anil present vol. p. 3iM.] Sef, 
dlNO. H. Mather'a Apology for the Liberties of the Chnrohea. p, 
l&i. 

IMl. Aug, 19. Letter to Sir Thomna Temple. In Daven- 
port Oeneal., [IBSl.] 356. nnil M. H. S, Coll., xiviii, 327. 

1661. "The Suint'a Anchor Hold . . . Sundry Sermons." 
London, 12". pp. viii, 231. In Br. Miib., Pr., G. B., Library 
of the Kev. Dr. liaeon. Library of Lane Theol. Seminary. A 
portion oflhia la |;ivcn in Davenport GenenL. 1S61, pp. 293-310, 

166i July, Letlera to Wm. Goffe. In M. H. S. Coll., 
ixxviii, 198, 192, J8I [and Davenport Genealogy, 1876.] 

1662, Nov. 5. Answer of the Freemen of New Haven Colony 
to Connet'ticnt ; believe<l to be written by Davenport. In 
Tniuibiill'H Conn.. 2d ed., i. 515. 

1G63, March 23. Letter to the Bev. John Cotton, of Fly- 
month. In M, H. S. Coll.. ixiviii, 547, [and present vol p. 372.] 

leia. May fi. A second letter to Connwticnt. In Trnm- 
bnira Conn.,!, 517. 

ieii.1. "Another EdHny for Investipillon of the Truth, .. 
concerning, I. The Subject of Baptism. II. The Consocb- 
tion of Chnrchea," Cambridge. K. E. i°. pp. ivi. 71. The Pre- 
face (pp, ivi) in by Increoae Mather : pp, 65-71 are filled by 
-Cons i derations . , liy tlie Rev. NiehohiN Street." In Br. Mn«, 
and (i. K. Imperfect copiert in H. U. and H. M. D. 

1661. A MS. '■ Vindication " of the Inat named Easay. In 
the library of the late Kev. W. B. Sprague. D.D.. ofFlushing. 
N. Y, A copy is in A. A. S. 

IGfrl. March. "New Haven-a Case Stated." In N. H. MS. 
RecnrdH : printed in Bacon, 359. 
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1664, Dec. U. A third from N. H. Colony to Conn, i 
Trniiibnll, i, 526. 

1G65, Jan. 5. The final letter to Conn. : ihUL, i, 528. 

1665, Jnne 2-4. Letter toMaj. Gen. John Levorett, of BoHtoi 
In HutchinHon's Collections, 3U2. 

1665, Nov. 2. MS. letter to William CkK)dwin, of Hadley 
no. 35a in voL i of Mather Papers, in Pr. ; printetl (in i>art) i: 
M. H. 8. Coll., xxxviii, 126. 

1666, Apr. 10. Letter to J. Winthrop. In M. H. S. Coll, 
XXX, 58. 

1666, June 14. Letter to the same ; ibid,, xxx, 58. 

1667, Sept. 18. *• Epistle to the Reader," pp. xi, prefixed t 
Increase Mathers "Mystery of Israel's Sah'ation." Lomlon 
1661). 16=>. In B. Publ., G. B., F. B. D. 

1668, Apr. 18. Transfer of the Hopkins Fnnd to the Cvenen 
Conrt of C-onn. ; in MS. Records of N. H. HopkinM Oramnia 
School, p. 4. 

1661), May. Mass. Election Sermon, from II. Sam., xxiii, 3 
Pnblished, hut no copy now known to be extant. 

J 6(i9. - God's Call to His People to Turn unto Him. " Cam 
bridge, England, 4=^. pi>. 27. In Bodl, B. Publ., and G. B. 

In 1687 appeared a folio sheet of "Proposals for Printing . 
an Exposition of the whole liook of Canticles by the late 
John Davenport.' A copy is in Br. Mns. Wot>d says that th 
MS. was 10() sheets, but that the intending publisher died be 
tore the design was carri<'d out. 

In the MS. Winthrop Papers of M. H. S., are more thi\n lift; 
unprinted h-tters of Davenport. 
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, TL1» Tuikuil, of AuliJ KutLD Slhsr. u 
Jnhn Dmvonport. uhI, wltbout doubt, w 
i^oDcliililpHectiv," Ca[itp Fomi'H, la LIV3 
tlic Sov. JnhD ItavcuiHin, of tjUnirDFil, i 
imh, (So.711,) uliomuTled Rov. Dr. Whi'rfoi'li 
wiiflMilB. tor two (paimtloui. It wu bougUt ol 
Itov. Willi MU PbMou, D.D.Of Scwpuit. K. 1., bj- Hon. John Davt-apo 

IKirt, (No, ;(ll.)lbi:ptw«:iil ownEr. 

Till- tuiiiflj CiMt o( Arm", prubably tnKr»v»l ou it In LoiKlon. ■pi)aani 
llii' (iiiiili-Klunn of buth the Stiiuriird mlnli'trr. loil ilao or Hinh n'tuv-hx 
i» •'onflnnnl to Hcary navni|»rt, (Ku. S8,) th<^ falbiT of J<>bii, bj- I^nui 
■ml rini'cnt. it the Ilcnlil'* Vi>IUlioD, Id lUIli. 

Tbi- C.rml rvwiubI'M that of > «oir« biwl. ■□•!. i>n^l«bly Uk'; tb>- 1<<| 
<'[>'« t.bufn'fi'ri'iii-i'tntbrnuiillyrlKble for till' I'lMiniirr of w«1v.-«au.1r. 
l^TH (r»m Ihr fiin'>1B t>tSff\ BDd 3Iticrle>del<I. ([nuliil. by rbartpr. ti> Vi.i 
<l« r>av<'U]iort. (ut tbc .^tli iieDentloii.) sii bDndml uii) Hfty yean u^o. 
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The 14th of May. (inthemitlst of thepriutiugof thuvolame,) 
fnnnd toe in receipt of a letter from Mr. \Vm. Geo. Fretton, on 
historina and antiqnnry of Coventry, coutiiiiiiDgsoinendilitjon- 
hI informHtion gatliereil from the records of that ancient city — 
too vnlnabtt to be omitted in thia work.* In it ha senda a bv- 
xiuiile of the aatogntph of Henry Davenport, (the fiither of Bev. 
John,) an afBieJ to an act of Leet, Oct 12. 163*2 ; aUo one of 
Cbristopber Davenport, ftom a deed dated March 20, 16TS— jnat 
300 yeaTH from the date of oar prsHent ondertaking. 

It may here be TemaTke<t that the name ie frequently foDUd 
in Ancient dncDmentH. lutnlHointhe Calendar of State papera. an 
Damport, but always indeied aa Hpelled in the naual form. 
Bev. John Davenport van aucuntomed to write bin name vith a 
Anal e. AVe are thun enabled to accoant. eomeirbat, for the dif- 
ference intbeautograpb. beregiven, of Christopher Davenport, 
which ia nndoubtedly that of the Uayor of 1602, and the one 
Hhown on the outline engraving facing page 11, which wae 
Home 16 yearK later. The reader can judge how much that pe- 
riod had improved both bin orthography and cbirc^pby. 

We here qnote froip the letter of Mr. Fretton : 

"Thin portrait of Davenport ia in the Council Chamber with 
that of other benefoctors of the city. Bih will is dated 1827, and 
it woH proved in 163ll.t The copy I sent you was taken ^m a 



• Mr. FTeltou siK-cr^ed bin nttier H MHler of on 
orCoTHnliy. toniKledbyMn. Rittafiine Biylej. who 
burli'd Id tbn Arrhilrx-ou'ii Cbtpel of Trinity Churcl 
Ihr burlil arPhllpmon Ho]lui<l. 



>t tbe Fne Bctaoo 



•.ha roarlutton, on page n, tbit CbcUtopbBr Drnveiiporl 
[eil Id Ihe nontent tor the rcmcvkl or the blgh altir 
It tbe ffol}' THnlly; mnd, u b«rBlD allDwi]. the niuue 
•r Tcua after on tbe record! of St. MlghHl-i Ghunh. 
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drawing by Nickson, in the Cooinbe Collection. The name oi 
Henry Davenport appears as a Churchwarden at St. Michel'^ 
Church in 1642 ; the only instance I have met with the name 
among the wardens of that Church. 

** Among the monuments in the Treasury of St. Mar3'*B Hall, 
is a deed of acquittance from Christopher Davenport, of Coven- 
try', to the Mayor and Corporation in payment of a legacy of 
200£, given to Agnes his wife by William Hopkins, of the Hame 
citie, draper, deceased, Dated 20th March 1576, with wafer seal 
monogram, signed 'p'me. 





*'In one of the Manuscript Annals of the city is the follow- 
ing interesting entrj'in reference to Christopher Davenport, (I.) 

'(1598.) Roger Clark, Draper, Mayor. In this year was a 
•great strife between the Commonalty and the masters about 

• the chusing of the Mayor, Insomuch* that Mr. Clark being 

• Mayor, rose from the Jayle, came to St. Mary's Hall and 
' would have gone into the Council House, but the Commonal- 
•ty w^ould have thrust him down St. Mary's Hall stairs, then he 
' went home to his own house, but the People took the Sword 
' from hjm, and said he should not have it ; he and the masters 
•would have had Mr. Damport, but the Commonalty would 

• have Mr. Richard Smith, and so they had, and kept out Mr. 
'Damport 3 choise days longer,* but Mr. Smith did little 

• good for their good will that strove for him. Mr. Damport 

• was a good man to the Commonalty.' 

•*In refennce to the School, said to have been founded bv 
Davenjjort. (the account of which I gave you down to the Com- 
missioners report,) I have gleaned further in formation. [See p. 
41.] The CommisHioners having recommended that the fund 
should be applied to the education of poor children, as origi- 
nally intended, a master was appointed in 1834, who was, at 

* Thin nioaiiM 3 elcctiou dayn, or three years' delay, which would have 
made hintHiection in IfiOl. 
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that time one of the nnder masters of the Free School, and the 
Corporation paid him 15£ a year in conBideration thereof. In 
IS39, he reHigned, and the then mastet of Bablake School was ap- 
pointed, additionnl boj'H being placed on the foundation, for 
whose teaching the mnster received the stipend formerly paid 
to the Free School, but thcii clothing and maintenance nere 
provided for by the Bablake Trnsteea. On the resignation of 
this auiBter, a few jears ago, the payment made to him wa« 
tmnsferred to the Trnxteea of the Bablake School, and incor- 
porated with the income of that foundation : and it was prob- 
ably this that gave your informant [in 1B50.] the intpression i 
that Bablake School was fouailed by Davenport, which was in- 

'■ On referring to the City Leet Book to-day. I met with the 
Hignatures of both Christopher and Henry Davenport [broth- 
ers,] attached to anoct of Leet passed Oct. 15, 1622; the former 
is exactly like Ihe one I sent yon [see page 47,] and the latter 

" I And. Henry's Hignntnre, many limes, in the books of the 
Drapers' Company, of which he was a member, and his signa- 
tnre is as above. I also find that the second Christopher's name 
[brother of John.] is among the members of the Braidweavets' 
and Clothiers' Coinpany, and in 1&12. I find the name of 
Christopher and Henry Davenport, who paid for their free- 
doms --(they wore j/»unif men, and probably sons of one or 
both of the elder Davenports."') 
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While this work was in press, we have also received through 
the courtesy of W. Bromley Davenport, Esq., M. P. of Baginton 
Hall. Coventry, photographic views of Capesthome and Wootton 
Halls, two of the ancient Cheshire estates of which Mr. Daven- 
port is proprietor. The same gentleman has also kindly sent 
me copies of the report of the Commission appointed to ex- 
amine his collection of Historical manuscripts, contained in 
Baginton and Capesthome Halls, from which report we here 
give a few selections, taken somewhat at random. 

The Manuschipts of W. BROBfLET-DAVENPORT, Esq., M. P., at 
Baginton Hall, in Warwickshire. 

There is a large wooden case containing many hundreds of 
ancient deeds relating to Warwickshire property, and with them 
are a few Court Rolls of the Manor of Haseley. In one of the 
bundles of deeds was a paper indorsed, *• John Weale^s note 
of the grant to me of ** Shakspeare's hotise, by good wife 
Sharpe." The document is dated 4th of March 97, and is sign- 
ed with •• the mark of John Weale." It states that John Weale 
of Hatters, had ** given, granted, and assigned to Job Throck- 
'* morton of Haseley, in the county of Warwick, esquire, and to 
"his heirs forever, all his right, Ac, in a certain cottage or 
"tenement, with the appurtences in Haseley aforesaid, wherein 
'• Willm Shakspeare now dwelleth." A hand of the last centu- 
ry has indorsed this document as of the year 1697 : but the 
writing and the name of the grantee (Job Throckmorton) 
prove that the document is of the year 1697. The name of Shaks- 
peare was not uncommon in the county ; but, having regard to 
the (.'hristian name and the date, an examination of the Court 
Rolls for Haseley may be suggested. 

In tbe library are a good many very interesting Manuscripts. 
[We extract here and there.] 

C()ntemi)orar>' copy of Walter Trayers's letter to the Lords of 
the Council, praying that the Archbishop's prohibition of his 
])reaching at the Temple might be recalled. (The controversy 
is mentioned in Izaak Walton's Life of Hooker. The letter has 
been printed.) 

Johannis Rainoldi ultima prajloctio habita 5® Julii 1593. 
Betj'm^'i, *'Moyso8 ex Aegypto iilios Israelis ;" endAy •* et imperi- 



len." (Folio. 8 leBvea, cloaely 

A coiupariHOQ of tbf trnQHlntiiinR uf tlie Oible ; the vulgpr 
Latin and that which in ont of the origioal Latin and Ureek. 

Copy of leltt-r from Charles 1 to John, Uinhop of WorceHtet, 
V. C. ottLe University ofOifonl (18 Jaly 1C42,) giving thank b 
for the loEin of it very larReinm of money in a time of imminent 
neceaaity. 

Francia Atterhiirj' to Wm. Brtimley, Enq. (dated at Chelsea,) 
given the reanlt of hin reai'mches for the iliHcontinnauce of bnr- 
geHHea ; thnnka him for an extract from the Lord's Jonmals for 
1620. 

Copy of InHtrnutious for levying Ship money, Whitehall, 12 
Ang. Ifi36. {3,1.,. pages.) 

Memurundniu by Lord Chief Jnaticc Heath, of what took 
place on titrofford'H iin peach menl., between the King, the 
JndgeM, and BiMhopii. 

Original holograph letter by Ben Jonson, addreatied, " To my 
right worthy t^i end. Mr. Geo. Garrard," aending an Epitaph 
(of 14 linea, alao holograph) on 'Sell BouhttreiL The lady'K 
epitapli ia rather poor, ullhongh Jonson, by hia letter, thought 
well of it I do not SutI ituniong hia printed workn, and there- 
fore aubjoin it - 

Stay. vieiF this atone, and if thou beeat not aueh, 

Kead here a little tliat thou may'at know much ; 

II covera flrat a Virgin, and then one 

That durst lie that in Court ; a virtu 'alone 

To nil an Epitaph. But ahe bad more, 

She might have claym'd t' have made the Graces four. 

Taught Pallaa langun){e, Cynthia luodeaty. 

Ah nt to have increaa'd the harmony 

Of sphearea. as light of Stairea : ahe was earth's Eye, 

The sole relif^ona Honae an<1 Votary, 

With ritea not bound, but consnielice. Would'at thou all f 

She was 'Sell Boulstred. In which name I oidl 

lip so much truth aa I could here' pursue 

Might make the fableof Uood Women true. 

From Ben Jonson'a letter it would seem that he composed 
nnd wrote the veraea while Mr. Garrard'a man waited. 

Privy Seal Warrant by Anne, Queen of Jamea 1, for John 
• In Ihs margin JoiwoB propowitbe word AID ■DbatitntloD lot km. 
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Woolf to bo apothecarie to provide sweet powders, waieis, per 
fumes, Ac. 26 Nov. 1604. 

Copy of Latin letter from George Louis and Sophia (of Haii' 
o^ier) to Queen Anne. 1713. 

Original letter from the Electress Sophia to Mr. Bromley, 
complimenting him on his son. (Indorsed — Received 25 May, 
1714.) 

Folio, one vol. Copy of the Parliament Rolls, £dw. 3 to 
Richard 2. 

Folio, 18th century. Remembrances for order and decency 
to bo kept in the Upper House of Parliament by the Lords 
when his Majesty is not there. (15 leaves.) 

Folio. A collection of certain cases and proceedinga at law 
from the death of King Charles 2 to the end of the reign oi 
King William 3. Begins, **Mem. The •• King died on the 6th 
of February, about } after 11. *' King James was proclaimed 
at 3." The volume contains 92 leaves, and is, I think, written 
by James Wright, whose autograph is on the cover. 

Reports ©f proceedings in the Star Chamber, temp. Charles 
1. A folio of 120 pages. 

Copies of credentials to ambassadors to different States, 
temp. Queen Anne. Folio, 108 pages. 

Copies of letters by William Bromley while Secretary of State, 
1713-14. Folio, several volumes. A letter in one of them 
gives an account of Queen Anne's death. , 

A i>olitical tract of about 30 quarto leaves, entitled Second 
and last Advice to the Freeholders of EnglantL 

Pedigrees of Warwickshire and Leicestershire families. A 
folio volume of 58 leaves (from Sir George Naylor's library.) 

(yopy of Visitation of Stafforshire, 1683. A folio volnme, 
from Sir George Naylor's library. 

There are several MS. volumes by James Wright, a barrister 
of the Temple in the 16th and 18th centuries. 

Mi8(M>llanea and Collectanea (biographical, genealogical, lit- 
erary and historical.) A folio volume. 

There is also a 12° volume of sermons by Abraham Wright 
whose appointment to preach at Paul's has been previouHlv 
noticed. ) 

.Alfred J. Hobwood. 



liptH here nre not so uilmerous an tLose at Bckg- 
inlou, but are nevertbrlesH inlereBting. [Here we select.] 

A folio volume, pftper. pnrtly of th*^ IStli centiirj', contAina ii 
miHcellaneoiiH (K>llection, chiefly by Humphry Nenton of 
Pownall, Co. Chester, Esq., born(ftccorilingtoentrieH of births, 
deaths, and narriagpa iit the beginning of the volume) on 
Thnrsdny. 3d October 1406. and married to Elena, dnngbter 
and heir of ThomoH Fiteon, Esq.. of Penniul. on the Ttb April 
Um. The contentK are- 
Genealogical and hiHtorical notes anil copies of le^al forms; 
an English tract on fee-faruis {21,, jiageH ;) liifnioranrla of the 
title of the heirs of Neuton (1 leaf.) 
A vision in a trannee of ,Iohn Nenton (3 leaves.) 
Kental of the vill of Newton, uaile liy HnnipLry Xeulon 
and his counsel, 14 Henry T. 

A narrow slip of paper contnining proverbs for every letter 
of tUe alphabet, to set in the larder of the hall. 

TUe contentH of the Patent to Dr. Chaiuben and Mr. Browne, 
for fines, Ac. G Cliarlex 1, 1621). (Dr. Drown whh Sewer in or- 
dinary to the King.) 

There are loose pnpem, auiong which 1 notJeeil a Copy of 
Verses by Henry Marten on the deatb ol bis nephew. Chos. Eil- 
monds, Esq.. wbo died 7 Jnly 1601, at *). Tbere are 3(1 lines 
iUt*d Tower. -21 Jnly ICGl. Tliey are very poor. Marten wns 
the regicide : he died at Chei>Ktow in 1GH(). 

A Book of Offices, I5tb century, Urolier biniling. Anotber. 
of French origin 15th century, with most exquisite [uintings. 
There are a great number of dee<ls of Ibc 13th and 14tb cen- 
turies, concerning lanils now or formerly the property of the 
Dnven|)ortM at Capestbome. Merton. Houierford, Sv. ; and con- 
cerning tbe aeijoanty of the forest of MacclesHeld : tind a roll 3 
incbea wide and nearly 2 feet long, giving an account of rob- 
bers beheaded by tbe Davenports wbo bebl tbe office ; the roll 
is, I think, of tbe time of Edward 2. 
Among the deeds I noted especially tbe following : — 
An Inquisition (temp. Hen. 3.) witb seals of the jurors, re- 
turning that Vivian ile Davenport had against his will es- 
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changed with Ranulph, formerly Earl of Chester, his park. 
&c. of Macclesfield for the seijeanty of Macolesfield and the pn- 
ture to the said seijeanty belonging. This feadal office, for- 
merly involving the power of life and death, without appeal, 
has ever since remained in the family, and is now vested in 
Mr. Bromley-Davenport 

Order, by Edward son of Henry 6, as Earl of Chester, to take 
the outlawed persons named in the schednle. It is addressed 
to John Davenport, and is dated 37 Hen. 6. The schedole 
contains many names. 

A roll of the 8 James I, containing the taxation^ money, for 
Macclesfield, Wm. Davenport being principal collector. 

Letters patent (8 Hen. 6) appointing John de Davenport to 
collect the proportion of the Northwich hundred of the sabsid j 
of 1,000 marks for the support of the King in his warn. 

• ««*•• «t 

At both his houses Mr. Davenport so welcomed and ont^r- 
tained me and lightene i my labours that I cannot in my re- 
membrances place Baginton after Capesthome, or Capesthome 
before Baginton. 

Alfred J. Hobwood. 



Medieval Relics. —Reference is made in note, on page 34, of 
the sale a few months ago of the ancient Bramhall estate. Since 
then the papers on both side the Atlantic contain the following : 

At a recent sale of mo.liroval relicts in Bramhall Hall, Chesh- 
ire England, what was thought the finest piece of heraldic tap- 
estry in England, was knocked down for £25. It was worked 
between the years 1550 and 1579, and was sixteen feet long by 
seven wide. It contained thirty-three coats of arms, detailing 
the alliances of the Davenport family for generations. At the 
same sale a four post bedstead with hangings of curious needle- 
work, depicting Adam and Eve in Paradise, brought jGIoO. A 
long inscription announced that they were worked between 1610 
and 1636, by Damo Dorothy Davenport. The ohl oak furniture 
generally sold well, and a cabinet of the sixteenth century, in- 
laid with marbles, and beautifully painted, brought 210 
guineas. 




ERBATA. 



We approiuh the subject iodicatod b; this hettding, with a 
conscioQsueHH of the imperfections of both the author and 
editor, aod, (if we most confeBH the nins of others,) of even the 
priiiter. We here correct the moHtobsarvable errors, while the 
expert and critic will doubtless find otbera. In oome cases, the 
family record has not been fnmished in a manner perfectly ao- 
cnrate, or legible, and, in a few instances.came too late to appear 
in it« proper plaoe. 

Paga n, In lut line, mliprjnt of word cblsh. 
P.IO, InfintUneofnotd, mdlSll. fOtlSM. 
P. SI, Id eighth lloe. (orihov. rewlshawB. 
P. M, In lixth lliiA, Tor uraigned, rud «T>r«d. 
P. S7. In lut line bnt ods, for Lo^^, "*^ BoT*l. 
P. m, thlrtsuQth line trom top, for mj, rewl maj. 
P. 117. in flrth line from bottom, for IKIS, rewl 1BS8. 
P. 118, iaelgbthllnefrom bottom. InHTt the. iftflT to. 
P. Ml, irtar aliteeath line lupply dale, Aag. 19, 1667. 
P. m. Bflh line. leiTS out the word and. 
P. 3M. in flnt Itno, for Francis, taad Frances. 

P. ITS, ninth line from bottom, for PbllapHllan. read PhllapadsMi. 
P. 31S, sefanth line from bottom, for Uaralla. read HartUa. 
p, 317, In eighteenth line from top, for So. 307, read SOS. 
P. 333. Id twelfth Une, read April IStb. for April tSd. 
P.311. In eighth Une. far Beatrice, read Beatrli, 



, eighth lb 






Vom top, mliprlnl of word A){o, 
t tho ortbograph; of cUrographr. 



The extracts found on pp. 100-105, shoald hafe been credit- 
ed an drawn from the paper of Prof. Dexter, [N. M. Colony, 
His. Society Papers,) Vol. II, pp. 221-£, with quotation marks 
given at the close of 9th line. (p. 105.) The notes fonnd at the 
bottom of pp. 102-.') were sapplied from manuscripts fumiahed 
by Mr. Dexter, from the State Paper Office, Loudon, or from 
Calendar of tjtate Papers. 

The following notice ahonld have appeaTed alter the note at 
footofp^e 168: 
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Dr. B. F. Davenport, (a yonng physician, of No. 751 Tremont 
street, Boston,) has collected many hundred names of the deK- 
cendants of this Thomas Davenport, his ancestor, who settled 
at Dorchester, Mass., in 1640 ; and also of Capt Richard, who 
sailed from Weymouth, England, June 20th, 1628, in the ship 
Abigail ; besides many hundreds of others who bear the name 
of Davenport in this country— all of which results, it is believ- 
ed, he designs, in due time, giving to the press. 

Dr. Davenport has been indefatigable in his efforts to connect 
the family of Thomas and Richard with the English branches, 
in which, as yet, he has been unsuccessful: but in his efforts. 
thus far, he has wrought a good work, although he complains of 
a want of adequate interest and co-operation on the part of 
those whom he addresses for aid in his collections. 



The liev. George H. Davenport, of Foxley, Hereford, Eng- 
land, whose ancestors removed, at an early period, from Chesh- 
ire to North Staffordshire, (but a few miles from Davenport, in 
the former county,) has for some years been interested in ex- 
ami ling the records of Chester, Litchfield, and also in the Brit- 
ish Museum, and in making collections in regard to the family 
in England. He has been very anxious to obtain information 
of the whereabouts of certain MS. Pedigrees of the family of 
the Davenports of Cheshire and Staffordshire, compiled by Wir- 
rall and others, which were bought by some American collector 
about 1872. Any information concerning them is earnestly so- 
licited by Rev. Mr. Davenport, and may be communicated to 
him, by addressing the writer, No. 11 Garden Place, (Brooklyn 
Heights, ) Brooklyn N. Y. 
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